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when the virus killed both of them in the prevaccine days of the pandemic, and graveside
mingling would have been ill-advised. We’ve been
more fortunate with the disease recently. Our
daughter, her husband and their three children all
managed to get infected, but our son-in-law is the
only one showing any worrisome ‘long Covid’
signs. As for the two of us, the tests themselves are
the worst we’ve suffered to date, and we shall
continue welcoming the swabs up our noses for
as long as it takes to weather all this. Discomfort
and indignity are a small price to pay for the
blessings of public health. Best wishes to you.
Chris O’Carroll
We were devastated to hear your daughter Mimi
has been dissuaded – by that supercilious Noël
Coward, of all people! – from joining the theatrical
profession. And after you’d put so much work in on
her, too. We’re no impresarios but my Norman
never lets me forget her performance as Fourth
Shepherd in the school Nativity. Her line – and your
prompting and direction of it – were the only things
in the production that made it clean through his
tinnitus. Mr Coward was right about Mimi’s
expressive hands; anyone of vision would have cast
them as Lady Macbeth’s or at least given her the
title role in Dear Octopus. My Norman says don’t
worry: even the lumpier type of girl can make it as
a secretary now. If you must see her performing in
the West End, I believe Selfridges are auditioning
demonstrators for the new Hoover range.
Adrian Fry
I’d like to offer my condolences on your loss,
although it must be a relief in some ways. Nursing
him must have been a burden. At least you won’t
have to grieve. You’ve been doing that by inches
since he was injured. Perhaps you’d bring our
ladder back some time soon. I’m sure you’ve been
busy since he fell off it, but now with time on your
hands… and my husband would like to get on with
painting our soffits. They’re looking a bit grubby.
We thought white again. Must keep things going
so’s not to let the neighbourhood down and it’s
nice weather just now for painting – dry, not too
hot, not too cold.
Well, I must get on. Just thought I’d pop a note.
I mean, what are neighbours for?
Dorothy Pope
When you told me your ‘bad news’ last night
I commiserated, but I begin to think I was too hasty.
On one hand, your mother has been, to put it
plainly, swindled out of your family’s savings; on
the other, at her advanced age she is unaware of
what she has done. She is not suffering. And
perhaps you, in your wisdom, can learn from her
simplicity. There is much pleasure in a lesser life,
as I have found. Since my own jolly adventures in
Macao and Las Vegas, I have been, I think, a
cheerful chappie, never downbeat, never preachy.
I am glad in a way that you can join me in a life that
is exiguous, yet still content. I know I cannot help
you, but I believe I can comfort you and cheer you,
and remain – Your best (and poorest) friend,
Roger Rengold

NO. 3255: MEASURE FOR MEASURE
You are invited to submit a poem about
imperial measures. Please email entries of
up to 16 lines to lucy@spectator.co.uk by
midday on 22 June.
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Crossword
2559: Platinum
upgrade
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		Across
11 Limerick perhaps,
shortened to make an
impression (5)
12 Go to the front outside of
Leatherhead (4)
13 Hurried, getting caught by
Henry’s farm (5)
14 European gentleman
concealed gaol-break (7)
15 With due respect to gundog – here’s the leader
(4,6)
17 Kid is tense. Relax! (5)
20 Person in short race, small
and peripheral (8)
21 The way extremists go
(3,3)
23 Left harbour bearing wine
(4)
26 Smooth main road (5)
27 Tin and sodium found
amongst the Small Isles
(5)
28 Like some previous
edition? (4)
30 Back issue about furious
vagabonds (6)
31 It’s secret, so be quiet –
the both of you! (4-4)
36 Male captivated by
goddess revealing bust (5)
38 Spirit and energy oneself
embraces during fight
(6,4)
40 Didn’t lie – was a
candidate (5)
41 Against cutting prank (4)
42 Consolation, if repeated, at
that point (5)
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Reading clockwise around the
perimeter are six theme words,
in random order, one of which
starts in square 38. The other
two theme words are the unclued
lights, one of which can be preceded by one normal solution
which solvers should highlight.
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		Down
2 Water swilling around in
pots and pans (7)
3 Periodic table? (10)
4 This country overturned
delay in the Gulf (6)
5 Perform punishment, upset
teacher’s head (5)
6 Foremost crossword
compiler, almost sweet (8)
7 Sir Mark Bush, Senior (5)
8 Estonian with one style of
Pakistani cuisine (5)
10 Head spread! (4)
16 Animal making dash,
getting trapped ultimately
(5)
18 Cunning tricks may be fine
(4)
22 I complain about girl (5)
24 Former pupil only
Lawrence dated (8)
25 Oddly rougher area of
Germany (4)
29 Halo of golden songbird,
say (7)
32 Leeks cultivated with
hard cash (6)
33 Classical actor with
uniform for actor Reeves
(5)
34 Frozen, like eels say (5)

35 His US cooks creating
delicacy (5)
37 Final judgement upset
one’s state of mind (4)
A first prize of £30 for the first
correct solution opened on 27
June. There are two runners-up
prizes of £20. Please scan or
photograph entries and email
them (including the crossword
number in the subject field) to
crosswords@spectator.co.uk –
the dictionary prize is not
available. We will accept postal
entries again at some point.
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SOLUTION TO 2556: RECENT ORIGINS
The unclued entries give the origins of elements 110-118 now
named Darmstadtium, Roentgenium, Copernicium, Nihonium, Flerovium, Moscovium, Livermorium, Tennessine and
Oganesson.
First prize Susan Edouard, Bexhill-on-Sea, E. Sussex
Runners-up Trevor Evans, Drulingen, France;
Phillip Wickens, Faygate, Horsham, W. Sussex
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