
 

       

 

 

 

   

                
              

               
                

   
 

    
 

         
           

          
          
          
         

          
         

 
 

 
              
                  

               

             
               

               
        

                 

             

               
       

                
               

     

         

       

           
              

          
       

           
            

Business Impact Estimate 

In accordance with Section 125.66(3)(a), F.S., a Business Impact Estimate (BIE) is required to be: 1) 
prepared before enacting certain ordinances and 2) posted on Hillsborough County’s website no later 
than the date the notice proposed enactment/notice of intent to consider the proposed ordinance, is 
advertised in the newspaper (which, per Section 125.66(2)(a), F.S., is ten (10) days before the Public 
Hearing). 

Proposed Ordinance Title/Reference: 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES AND 
LAWS CHAPTER 28, ARTICLE II, DIVISION 2 (ORDINANCE 91-18, AS AMENDED); 
AMENDING SECTION 28-70 PROVIDING FOR STATEMENT OF INTENT AND PURPOSE; 
AMENDING SECTION 28-71 PROVIDING FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHEDULE OF FEES; 
AMENDING SECTION 28-72 PROVIDING FOR EXCLUSIVE USE OF COLLECTED FEES; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT OF 
LAWS; PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY CODE; PROVIDING 
FOR FILING OF ORDINANCE; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

The following types of ordinances are exempt from the BIE requirement under Section 125.66(3)(c), 
F.S. As such, if one or more boxes are checked below, Hillsborough County believes that a BIE is 
not required by state law for some provisions of the proposed ordinance referenced above. 

Notwithstanding, Hillsborough County is preparing this BIE to prevent an inadvertent procedural issue 
from impacting the enactment of this proposed Ordinance. Hillsborough County reserves the right to 
revise this BIE following its initial posting and to discontinue providing this information for proposed 
ordinances believed to be exempt under state law. 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or regulation. 

☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt. 

☐ The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget amendments, including 
revenue sources necessary to fund the budget. 

☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, including, but 
not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant, or other financial assistance accepted 
by the local government. 

☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance. 

☐ The ordinance relates to procurement. 

☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 
a. Development orders and development permits, as those terms are defined in s. 

163.3164, and development agreements, as authorized by the Florida Local 
Government Development Agreement Act under ss. 163.3220-163.3243. 

b. Comprehensive plan amendments and land development regulation amendments 
initiated by an application by a private party other than the County; 
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c. Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community development 
districts; 

d. Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
e. Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention Code. 

Consistent with the posting requirement set forth in Section 125.66(3)(a), F.S., the County hereby 
publishes the following BIE information for this proposed ordinance on its website for public viewing 
and consideration on this __________ day of _____________, 20____: 

1. Summary of the proposed ordinance (must include statement of the public purpose, such as 
serving the public health, safety, morals, and welfare): 

Hillsborough County's Cremation, Dissection, and Burial-At-Sea Investigations Ordinance 91-18, as 
amended ("the Ordinance"), authorizes the Medical Examiner Department ("the Department") to impose a 
fee for cremation, dissection, burial-at-sea approvals, and for approvals in cases where the decedent is to 
be shipped out of state. Corresponding Resolution 91-197, as amended ("the Resolution"), sets forth the 
fee for each of these services. In 2020, the BOCC further approved a fee schedule authorizing the Medical 
Examiner to charge fees related to other Department services. 

The proposed draft amendment revises the Ordinance to broaden its scope beyond just fees for services 
related to cremation, dissection, and burial-at-sea by authorizing the BOCC to establish a schedule of fees 
for various Department services. Fees for such services shall be reasonable and related to the overall cost 
of providing the services. The Ordinance provides for the health, safety, and welfare of the County by 
supporting the Department’s operations and duty to provide certain services regarding deaths occurring in 
Hillsborough County pursuant to state law. 

2. Estimate of direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit businesses 
in the County, including the following, if any: 

(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur; There are no 
anticipated direct compliance costs for private, for-profit businesses in the County. 

(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses will be 
financially responsible; 

The Ordinance authorizes the BOCC to establish a schedule of fees for various Department services by 
separate resolution. Staff anticipate the resolution will provide for the following service categories and fees: 

*Reflects a new fee not previously assessed by the Department. 

(c) An estimate of the County’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any new 
charges or fees to cover such costs. Adjustments to existing fees and imposition of new fees should 
increase the actual FY 26 revenue by approximately $480,000 based on a three-year average of revenue 
received. 
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3. A good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the ordinance: 

The ordinance does not directly impose any fees but rather authorizes the BOCC to adopt an appropriate 
schedule of fees by resolution. As outlined above, staff anticipate that such a resolution will allow for the 
assessment of a fee for facilities that erroneously notify the Department that a decedent is ready for 
transportation when, in fact, that is not the case, or if the facility fails to report a death. The resolution would 
further institute a fee each time a private practicing physician improperly certifies a death or fails to certify 
a death when statutorily required to do so. 

There are 19 hospitals and approximately 15,000 primary care physicians in Hillsborough County. However, 
the Department anticipates that fees for wait time, improper certification or failure to certify a death, and 
failure to report a death will be rare. Fortunately, these issues arise infrequently. However, when they do 
arise, they substantially disrupt the Department in executing its legal duties, resulting in excess costs to the 
Department. Testimony/preparation time for pathologists, toxicologists, and death investigators are borne 
by civil litigants and non-indigent criminal defendants. 

4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any): 

None. 

3 | P a g e F o r m R e v . 1 0 / 1 / 2 0 2 4 


	DRAFT Business Impact Estimate WG Revised.pdf (p.5-7)



