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I. INTRODUCTION

The Alafia Scrub P1 erve (t ein referred to as t1 Prer v or tt Project Arca) is an
approximately 79.12 acre site located at the northwest corner of Gibsonton Drive and Hagadorn
Road, in south-central Hillsborough County, FL (Figure 1). The Preserve was acquired by
Hillsborough County in September, 1998, and was conceptually approved for funding by the
Florida Communities Trust (FCT) in January, 1999 (P8A Award #98-054-P8A).

The Project Site was acquired with grant funding from the FCT. and this management plan has
been developed to ensure that the Project Site will be developed in accordance with the Grant
Approval Agreement and in furtherance of the purpose of the grant application.

The Preserve is on the south shoreline of the Alafia River. and as such is within the boundaries
of a Natural Greenway Corridor as designated on the Hillsborough Greenways Master Plan. As
such. the acquisition and protection of the Alafia Scrub Preserve is an essential link in assuring
the long term protection of a significant regional riverine corridor (See Figure 2).

The key feature of the Preserve is the natural vegetative communities which it contains, the
majority of which are uplands, and especially the remnant scrub in the southeast corner. This arca
is all that is left of a much larger scrub ridge which extended to the west for more than a mile.
The scrub and adjacent pine flatwoods support several listed species, including the Florida golden
aster and gopher tortoise. The remainder of the site is predominantly pine flatwoods. which has
become overgrown with hardwood tree species due to lack of fire. Other plant communities
present include mixed cak and pine forest, hydric hammock, and tidal marsh. A small tributary
stream flows northward across the western half of the site to the river. The area immediately
surrounding the site has been developed as low density residential, and there are no other
significant blocks of natural upland habitat, or unaliered shoreline habitat, within several miles
of the site.

The site was purchased from William A. Read and BRCO, Inc., a Florida Corporation, for the
sum of $2,150,000.00. The property had been approved for development of 1,424 multifamily
units, and was vested against the County’s recently enacted regulations protecting upland habitat.
Due to relatively low demand for this type of development in the immediate area, the owner was
a willing seller, and in fact it was the owner’s agent that originally nominated the property into
the ELAP Program.

Currently, adjacent land uses consist of a travel trailer park to the west, a single row of large
waterfront homes to the northeast, and single family residential neighborhoods to the east and
south. The site has frontage on public roadways on its east and north boundaries, but it abuts
private propertics on the south and west. Interstate 75 is located less than one mile to the west.
with an interchange at Gibsonton Drive.

This management nlan addresses the FCT "Exhibit A" Management Plan Requirements and
] ANUON¢ me tual Appro v tions far (0 vl o 61
Site that must be Addressed in the Management Plan}, and is organized as tollows.



I. Introduction generally describes the site and provides an overview of past and present land
use.

I1. Purpose states the project’s goals, objectives, comprehensive plan compliance, and presents
several commitments regarding conservation management, land use amendments, and signage.

II1. Structures and Improvements describes exiszing improvements and casements and
discusses proposed improvements and anticipated easements, This section also identifies access
points and discusses public access.

IV. Key Management Activities identifies: (1) maintenance/staffing activities necessary for the
upkeep of the Project Site and assigns responsibility, including both permanent and volunteer
staff. (2) security and safery issues and responsibility. (3) existing natural resources requiring
protection and appropriate management strategies to ensure their continuation and enhancement.
(4) resource enhancement and ecological restoration opportunities, (5) archeological and
historical resources that may require protection, (6) educational programs, (7) coordination
issues with adjacent land owners, (8) greenway management, and (9) preservation.

V. Cost Estimate and Funding Source describes the cost and funding for all improvements.
activities, and enhancements as described in Sections 1II and IV, respectively.

VI. Priority Schedule establishes a time line for implementation of all improvements, key
management activities, and resource enhancements as described in Sections 1 and 1V,
respectively.

VII. Monitoring acknowledges the County’s responsibility for preparing and submitting an annual
stewardship report to the FCT that evaluates implementation of the management plan.  Success
of management will be gauged through adherence to time line and the comparison of bascline
ecological conditions (as described in this Plan, see existing natural resources) to the results of
annual floral and faunal monitoring events.









II. PURPOSE

There are several purposes for the acquisition and protection of the Alafia Scrub Preserve. The
tollowing is a prioritized list of management objectives intended to accomplish those purposes:

1) protection and enhancement of the natural resources found on the project site,
2) protection of the water quality of the Alafia River.

3) protection and expansion of the Greenway corridor,

4) providing resource based outdoor recreation.

The future uses of the Project Site will be natural resource protection. preservation, and
management of listed species, and compatible, resource based passive recreation. A prioritized
list of management objectives designed to compliment the goals of site acquisition follow.

1}

4)

Using Arc View Geographic Information Systems software, separate overlays of
information shall be developed for use as a planning tool for management tasks. These
overlays will include: land use/land cover, frequency of burns, listed species clement
occurrence records, trails and fire breaks, and park related infrastructure.

Design and conduct baseline floral and faunal surveys with special emphasis on listed species.
Relate species to habitat of occurrence. The management plan provides initial survevs and
suggests recommendations for further study.

Develop species-specific management strategies that promote conditions favorable to the
continued viability of target (listed) species, or which restore existing populations of listed
species to levels which are viable. These strategies will be coupled with habitat management
strategies directed towards restoring the site to a natural mosaic of natural plant communitics.
Once these communities are established they will be maintained through the irregular
application of controlled burning. This will in turn maximize the diversity of the flora and
fauna.

Develop a mechanism whereby all element occurrences are reported to the Florida Natural
Areas Inventory (FNAIT).

Upon consideration of (1) and (2) above, identify the compatibility and siting of appropriate
recreational infrastructure (1.e., parking, picnic areas, trails, overlook, ¢te.)

Develop supporting educational information that describes the site’s natural resources as well
as why certain management strategies are being employed.

Develop a public outreach program that catalyzes tocal interest and shared responsibility for

the Preserve. Solicit the aid of local environmental organizations and neighborhood groups

to sponsor educational and volunteer events, such as plant or bird identification seminars,
' 1S,



Alafia Scrub Preserve will assist Hillsborough County in implementing the goals, objectives. and
policies of the Recreation and Open Space (ROSE), Future Land Use (FLUL), and Conservation
and Aquifer Recharge (CARE) e nen  of the County's Comprehensive Plan. The preservation
of wildlife habitats and the development of public recreation and cnvironmental conservation
activities on the project site will help to accomplish or further enhance the following plan goals
and objectives.

. Preserve, conserve, restore, and appropriately manage the natural resources of
Hillsborough County to maintain or enhance environmental quality for present and
future generations (CARE Goal).

. The County shall, through the land use planning and development review
processes, and in cooperation with the Environmental Protection Commission,
continue to conserve and protect wetlands from detrimental physical and
hydrological alteration and shall continue to allow wetland encroachment only

as a last resort when reasonable use of the property is otherwise unavailable
{CARE Policy 3.1).

. The County shall continue to prevent net loss of 100-year tloodplain storage
volume in Hillsborough County. By 1995, the County shall protect and
conserve natural wildlife habitat attributes where they exist within the 100-year
floodplains of major rivers and streams (Objective 4).

. Maintain populations of threatened and endangered species and species of
special concern occurring in Hillsborough County; and, where feasible and
appropriate, increase the abundance and distribution of such species (CARE
Objective 14).

. During the land use planning and development review processes, the County shall
consider the effects of development on significant wildlife habitat, to protect wildiife
corridors from fragmentation. Where necessary to prevent fragmentation of wildlife
corridors, the County shall require the preservation of wildlife corridors within
developments (CARE Policy 14.7).

. During the land use planning and development review process, the County shall
continue to protect Conservation Areas from activities which would significantly
damage the natural integrity, character, or ecological balance of said areas. except in
cases of overriding public interest (CARE Policy 16.5).

. Correct existing deficiencies and prevent future inadequacies to an efficient system of
open space, park, and recreational facilities proportionately distributed to meet the
needs of the populations. (ROSE Obijective 1, Policies 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4)

¢
and private enterprises. (ROSE Objective 3, Policy 3.8)



. Develop an open space network plan which includes identifying ways to
interconnect recreation and cont  vation a= 18 (ROSE Objectin ).

. The County shall annually review County-owned lands to determine their
suitability for open space, park, or recreation facilities and prioritize them for
such uses (ROSE Objective 9).

. Implement an aquatic plan to utilize water resources for active and passive recreational
activities. (ROSE Objective 10, Policy 10.1)

. Continue to implement a program to allow appropriate utilization and protection of
natural resources. (ROSE Objective 11, Policy 11.2)

. Meet the standards for county parks and recreational facilities as specified in the
Capital Improvements Element (CIE Policy 1.C.1.f)

Alafia Scrub Preserve will be managed only for the conservation, protection, and enhancement
of natural resources, and for public outdoor recreation that is compatible with the conservation,
protection. and enhancement of the site.

Management shall comply with state Substantive Laws (See Appendix C for Substantive Laws and
all Relevant Sections of the Local Comprehensive Plan).

Signage

* An entrance sign will be positioned at the Preserve’s one public entrance. This sign will
present the Preserve name, the owner, and the tenants of the cooperative purchase: Florida
Communities Trust with funding from the Preservation 2000 Program, and Hillshorough

County with funding from the Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program
(ELAPP).

* An additional sign at the Preserve entrance will exhibit a map of the site that depicts the
parking area, trail system, picnic area, and key features, such as the scenic overlook. This
information, as well as security responsibilities, will also be provided on pamphlets available
at the entrance.

* Additional entrance signage will identify all County Preserve authorized and/or unauthorized
uses.

= Inareas along the perimeter where public access is not proposed and trespassing 1s a concern,
Preserve boundary signs will be posted which identify the County as the owner and reterence
the Park Ordinance, including penalties for violation of the ordinance. Access to the general

y b 8 , ¢ trails.

|
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The Project Site will be identified in all literature and advertising as being publicly owned and
operated as a nature park and purchased by Florida Communities Trust with funding from the
P vation 2000 Program, and Hillsborough County with funding from ELAPP.

Land Use Amendment Procedure

In accordance with Section 163, Florida Statutes, and Chapter 9J-5, Florida Administrative. Code.
the County has two regular plan amendment cycles each year. During one of the two cycles. the
County Real Estate Department will submit to the Planning Commission staff a legal description
of those properties acquired by ELAPP for preservation. Staff indicates parcels that have been
acquired as potential changes from any current designation to "N" Natural Preservation on the
County's Future Land Use Map (FLUE). County and City staff hold a series of public meetings
throughout the County to discuss the potential pian amendments with the citizens and obtain their
input, then present the recommended changes to the Planning Commission/Planning Council.
Upon Commuission and Council approvals, the map amendment(s) are then submitted to the Board
of County Commissioners and the City mayor's office for their action. Upon final approvals. and
review and comment by the Florida Department of Community Affairs, the FLUL Map
designation will be officially changed at the next available amendment cycle to the comprehensive
plan.

III. STRUCTURES AND IMPROVEMENTS
Existing Improvements

There are no existing improvements on the Project Site, although a Tampa Electric Company
power line results in some very minor encroachments consisting of guy wires and anchors. A
blanket easement agreement has been executed to address these structures. There are some
remnants of atv trails and foot paths on the site. especially in the scrub area at the southeast corner
of the site, but these have become overgrown due to lack of use, and will not be incorporated into
the future trail layout.

Proposed Improvements (Figure 3)

The proposed public access point to the Preserve is at the south boundary, just west of the eastern
corner. A row of up to ten parking spaces will be provided along the edge of the site, which
would be accessed from the right-of-way of Gibsonton Drive. This design will minimize the
removal of vegetation by making it unnecessary to construct a road and interior parking lot on the
site. Parking area surfaces shall be mulched to prevent erosion and promote drainage. No
impervious surfaces will be installed with the exception of one parking space and a sidewalk to
the nearest picnic table, which will be paved to provide access for disabled patrons. No living
trees larger than 4" DBH will be removed during construction of the parking spaces or other
access facilities. Adjacent to the »roposed public access and ~arkir~ low irract devele~ment
of "re-- ve- 'a- " facilities are proposed. The main trail head, trail map, a picnic area consisting
of 8-12 picnic tables, trash receptactes, and a bike rack, are all proposed in an arca that is



currently a mature oak hammock with an open understory of small shrubs and vines.

Prior to the construction of the improvements, a thorough survey of listed plants and animals shall
be conducted of the development site during appropriate times of the year to ensure that the site
desizn for the parking and picnic area protects listed plant and animal species and their currently
occupied habitat. The Florida golden aster population in the vicinity of the picnic and parking arca
will be monitored annually and an assessment will be made on whether the activity in the area is
negatively impacting the Florida golden aster population. If it is discovered that the Florida golden
aster population has been negatively impacted, the County will develop a recovery plan for the
Florida golden aster in the area of the parking and picnic area.

A hiking trail will lead into the site from the picnic area. and will traverse each of the various
natural vegetative communities, as well as providing a glimpse of the tributary creek. The trail will
reach its farthest extent at a scenic overlook. which will provide an open view of the Alafia River.
The overlook will consist of a low wooden platform with a short raised walkway 1n order to
minimize impacts to the site’s coastal wetland shoreline habitat.  All necessary permits will be
obtained prior to construction. The trail itselt will be routed to minimize impacts to the site’s
wildlife habitat, and impacts to listed species will be avoided. Wet areas will be avoided. no fill
materials will be used during construction, and no living trees larger than 4" DBH will be removed.
The trait surface will be stabilized with mulch where needed, and the trail will remain at least ten
feet away from all jurisdictional wetlands, with the exception of the short walkway and overlook
platform. The platform will consist of a low wooden deck with a railing, approximately [0 feet by
10 feet, or 100 feet square, which will be located beyond the edge of the forested portion of the
shoreline. in order to provide an unobstructed view of the tidal marsh and the open water beyond.
The trail will consist of a continuous loop, in order to avoid the need to backtrack to the starting
point.

The only other improvements proposed for the site will consist of perimeter fencing and fire lanes.
The fence will consist of approximately 6.300 linear feet of hog wire, or farm/field fence. and the
site will require approximately 20,000 linear feet of fire lanes. cleared to a width of § teet.

Due to the lack of disturbed areas on the Preserve, virtually all of the improvements will result in
alteration of undisturbed habitat. The design and location of the facilities will not result in the
creation of large open areas. or the fragmentation of the existing habitat. Parking spaces are located
on the perimeter. and picnic tables will be in a closed canopied mature oak forest area. where only
minor clearing of sparse understory vegetation will be needed. The most extensive alteration, in
terms of square footage impacted, will be due to fire lanc construction, but these features will
consist of narrow, linear strips, most of which lie on the perimeter, which will minimize the impacts
1o habitat continuity and wildlife. The total area of impact will be approximately 165,000 sq. ft.. of
which 160.000 sq. ft. will be fire lanes.

During the course of constructing the various site improvements, several permits will be required
from different regulatory agencies. A presubmittal meeting will be conducted by the Hillsborough
County Planning and Growth Management Department, which will include various County agencies
as well as the Southwest Florida Water Management District, and the Hillsborough County
Environmental Protection Commission. During the meeting, a determination will be made

9



as to the specific permit requirements, as well as any waivers which may be awarded. based on
the site design. In addition, a joint application will be submitted to the State DEP and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engii s, for an Environn  tal Resourt mit, Authorization to Use vereign
Submerged Land/Federal Dredge and Fill Permit, as required to install the scenic overlook. The
County shall provide evidence to the Florida Communities Trust that all required licenses and
permits have been obtained 30 days prior to the initiation of the permitted development.
Furthermore the County acknowledges that any alterations or physical improvements not
addressed in this management plan will require prior review and approval from Florida
Communities Trust.

Access

Public access will be restricted to one entrance oft Gibsonton Drive towards the southeastern end
of the property. The parking area will accommodate up to ten vehicles. A bike rack will be
positioned at this entrance. There is no swimming proposed at the Preserve, and it is too far
from the proposed access point to the river to provide canoe launching. Therefore, no direct
access to the River is proposed. The Alafia Scrub Preserve loop trail will. however, provide
viewing access to the River.

Access for County staff to facilitate site management will be available at two or more other points,
via fire lanes adjacent to existing right-of-ways.

Site access will comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. One paved parking space. with
an associated sidewalk leading to a wheelchair accessible picnic table, shall be provided.

Easements, Concessions, or Leases

There are a few minor guy wire easements along the property boundaries (see Appendix I). Guy
wires are the supporting wires that secure telephone poles. There are no other easements,
concessions, or leases being considered at the site.

The County will provide FCT with 60 day prior written notice and information regarding any
lease of any interest, the operation of any concession, any sale or option, the granting of any
management contracts, and any use by any person other than in such person’s capacity as a
member of the general public. Prior to the execution of any document authorizing an casement.
concession, or lease, the County will first request review and approval by FCT.

10






IV. KEY MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES
Maintenance/Staffing

Site maintenance will be the responsibility of the Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation
Department. This Department’s Parks and Recreation Maintenance Unit Two will be responsible
for:

« emptying the 50 gallon garbage receptacles that will be located at the picnic area and park
access point,

e picking up litter,

« keeping all interpretive literature dispensers stocked,

» facilities upkeep, and

* reporting any fires, vandalism. theft. hunting. or any other trespassing observed within the
project area.

The County Parks and Recreation Department’s Resource Management Ottice will be ultimately
responsible for fencing installation and repairs (as necessary) as well as the planning and
implementation of  all management strategies identitied in the Resource Enhancement Section of
this report including, but not limited to:

» the application of prescription burns with assistance from the Division of Forestry (if
necessary),

* the construction and maintenance of fire lanes.

= baseline and annual floral and faunal surveys,

» exotie species identification and eradication,

* development of interpretive materials,

¢ volunteer coordination, and

* reporting any fires, vandalism, theft, hunting, or any other trespassing observed within the
project area.

The Resource Management Team currently consists of twelve permanent staff members. Most
activities will be performed by teams of two or three staff members, including plant and animal
inventories, exotic plant control, trail and fire lane maintenance, etc. Prescribed burns wilt be
conducted by a burn crew consisting of a burn boss and four to six Resource Management Team
members, with a Division of Forestry (DOF) unit on site in stand-by mode if conditions warrant.
Volunteers occasionally participate on burn crews, but must be DOF certified and registered in
the County's VIP's Program. Volunteer participation has also been used for ELAPP siic
management on most of the County’s natural preserve sites and includes activities such as plant
and animal inventories, exotic plant control, nest box construction, installation and maintenance,
trash removal, habitat restoration {planting natives), fence and gate installation and repair, site
patrol. trail installation and maintenance, etc. The County's Resource Management staft will
work v ©7 7 T 77 s who express an interest in preservation and meeeeement of the site.

\ : | ) ~ [activit . . :llas,
additional site observations such as wildlife sightings and public usage.
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Preserve staff, volunteers, and adjacent land owners will be instructed to contact the appropriate
agency/department in the event of a wildfire. or any suspected infractions (sce Coordination
Section}.

Security and Safety

Security will be the responsibility of the County. Boundary and entry signs will be erected in
accordance with state posting requirements. Surveillance and patrol of the arca will be carried
out by the County Parks Department and local law enforcement officers on routine duty. The
property is not currently tenced, with the exception of the western property line adjacent to the
travel trailer park. The site will be fenced under an existing term coentract within one ycar ot
approval of this management plan. TLocal residents that frequently use the Preserve will be
encouraged to report any unlawful uses. Currently, illegal activities known to occur on the site
have been limited to minor dumping of yard waste by adjacent homeowners. Existing trash piles
were removed by the seller prior to closing, and adjacent residents have been advised by US Mail
that disposal of landscape debris on the site is illegal. Law enforcement will be the responsibility
of the Hillsborough County Sheriff's office and the GFC. The sherift’s office will be contacted
if any criminal infractions occur on the property. The GFC will be kept abreast of all or any
infractions related to Florida's fish and wildlife resources. These responsibilities will be identified
on signage at the Preserve’s entrance.

Safety - County Parks and Recreation Department staft shall identify significant potential hazards
to public health within the project area and take appropriate measures to minimize risk.
Hillsborough County’s Environmental Enforcement Unit will investigate any reported
promiscuous dumping. The Division of Forestry shall be contacted in the event of a wildfire.
The County 1s self-insured for any injuries that occur during permitted access.

Natural Resource Protection
Site Description.

The site is dominated by natural plant communities - The Alatia River and its small tributary are
tringed with tidal marsh and coastal hydric bammock dominated by oaks, bay trees. and sabal
palms. The majority of the upland (nonwetland) area is dominated by mesic hammock and pine
flatwoods which are becoming overgrown with hardwood species due to fire suppression. A small
area of more open, scrub live oak hammock occupies the southeast corner of the site. Patches of
white sand, which appear to have been created or maintained in the past by dirt bike or atv
activity, have allowed the proliferation of scrub species which thrive in open. sunny areas.

Soils . (See Figure 4).

1. Hillsbe w_a _du_y Soil Survey (1989) was reviewed in order to correlate biotic
communities to soil map unit. In general, tbe soil associations are consistent with the vegetative

13



community; although the area containing scrub plant species is mapped as Myakka fine sand. a
mesic soil type. It has been well documented that this soil series contains a wide variation of
moisture ranges, with some areas characterized as xeric, and others supporting hydric vegetative
communities. Earlier editions of the soil survey often depict xeric soil types in areas which are
currently mapped as Myakka. The vegetative associations referred to for each soil type below
were derived from soil descriptions in the soil survey and from the Twenty Six Ecological
Communities of Florida (Florida Chapter Soil and Water Conservation Society. 1989). The
number in parentheses refers to the label in the soil survey map (Figure 4).

(27)y  Malabar fine sand This soil is nearly level and poorly drained. Along with St.
Johns fine sand, this soil type is on low-lying sloughs and shallow depressions
of pine flanvoods. This soil type corresponds to the hydric hammock and tidal
marsh on the Project Site. The seasonal high water table of this soil type
fluctuates from the soil surface to a depth of about 10 inches for two to six
months.

(29)  Myakka fine sand This soil consists of deep, poorly drained soils. These soils
formed in sandy marine sediment. and are on broad plains on the flatwoods.
A seasonal high water table is within 10 inches of the soil surface for 1 to 4
months during most years. The slope is less than 2 percent. This soil type is
the most common on the site, and includes areas containing mesic oak and
pine. pine flatwoods, and scrub oak hammoek.

(30)  Myakka fine sand, frequently flooded This soil is nearly level and very poorly
drained. These soils formed in sandy marine sediment, and are on broad plains
in tidal areas. This soil type occurs in the tidal marsh area of the Project Site.

(33)  Ona Fine Sand  This soil occurs on broad plains in pine flanwoods. It is a nearly level
and poorly drained soil type that has a 4 inch thick very dark gray tine sand topsoil. The
upper part ot the subsoil, to a depth of about 8 inches is a distinctive black fine sand. Ona
fine sand 15 one of the mesic soils that occurs in the site’s mesic oak and pine area. in the
north central part of the site.

(61)  Zolfo fine sand This soil is nearly level and somewhat poorly drained. It occurs on broad
ridges in pine flatwoods. The surface layer is a very dark gray fine sand about 3 inches
thick. The upper part of the subsurface layer (approx. 15 inches) is grayish brown,

mottled fine sand. This soil type is typically associated with oak hammocks or upland
hardwood hammocks. On site, it corresponds with the mesic oak and pine area.

14
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Hvdrology.

The entire site lies within the watershed of the Alafia River, and a portion of the site lies within
the 100 year floodplain. Stormwater runoff from approximately the western one-half of the site
travels via sheet flow in a westward direction to the river, or through a small creek that cuts
diagonally across the western third of the site. Stormwater runoft from the remaining eastern
portion of the site also generally travels via sheet tlow, but the direction of flow is northward to
Elbow Bend Road at the northern boundary ot the parcel. The roadside ditch collects this
stormwater and passes it northward via a culvert and ditch to the Alafia River at a focation about
400 feet from the road. 1t should be noted that a small area along the extreme eastern boundary
of the site drains to the Hagadorn Road ditch which is located along the eastern boundary. This
ditch then directs flow northward to the Alafia River. Finally. an offsite area located between the
southern site boundary and Gibsonton Drive, and containing mostly wooded and pasture land with
some residential and roadway land cover, drains onto and through the site, either via sheet tlow
or through the small creek located in the western third of the site.

The Myakka and Ona soils. which dominate the site, have a seasonal high water table between 0 and
1 foot below the ground surface. The site topography. which slopes gradually trom a high of 30 feet
above MSIL at the southeast corner. to a fow of () feet above MSLL at the river shoreline, indicates that
the natural. onsite retention of any significant quantity of stormwater is unlikely due to the absence
of depressions. However, the substantial ground vegetation cover and tree canopy on the site will
have the effect of some onsite retention through the interception of rainfall. evapotranspiration. and
the retarding of the sheet flow as it travels through the Preserve. The County is committed to
protecting the water quality of the Alafia River, and the natural hydrology of the Project Area will
he preserved.

Biotic Communities (Figure 5).

The site 1s dominated by natural plant communities. The Preserve consists of approximately 80
acres of primarily wooded habitat along the Alafia River. a freshwater tributary of Tampa Bay.
IForested arcas are broken up by interior and transitional marshes, Many feeder crecks with incised
banks are found draining toward the river. Only one of these creeks, located in the southwest corner
of the site, tlows for more than short durations during scasonally wet periods.

The Alafia is a 24-mile long river which begins south of the town of Mulberry in Polk County
(SWEWMD, 1995) and empties into the southern end of Hillsborough Bay. Most of its volume is
madc up of surface water, although several significant springs also contribute.

The Alafia Riveris classitfied as a Class HI water body according to the Florida Administrative Code.
section 62-302.400. Acceptable uses in this classification include recreational interests as well as
propagation and maintenance of a healthy well-balanced population of fish and wildlife.

The major source of pollution in the Alafia basin is from phosphate processing and nuning. Spills

from seitling po __Is have impacted the wa  quality. . ater quality has also been impacted by the
impoundment of two major tributaries.  The river is susceptible to runoft from agricultural and
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residential development. which increase levels of nutrients and bacteria (SWEFWMD, 1993).

A number of parcels of land along the Alafia have been targ | for acquisition by local and  ate
agencies, and a number have been purchased. Although there are no other public lands immediately
adjacent to the site. a significant amount of fand has been protected upstream in the vicinity of
Alderman's Ford Park and south to the southeast part of Hillsborough County.

The site has at least one small. incised creek which feeds into the river. The vegetation of the Alafia
River tributaries was characterized by Clewell et al.. in his 1982 deseription of the Alafia River's
South Prong.

The Project Site’s most unique biotic community is the scrub located in the southeast corner. This
area is all that is left of a much larger scrub ridge which extended to the west for more than a
mile. The scrub and adjacent pine flatwoods support several listed species, including the Florida
golden aster and gopher tortoise. The remainder of the site is predominantly pine flatwoods.
which has become overgrown with hardwood tree species due to lack of fire.  Other plant
communities present include mixed oak and pine forest, hydric hammock, and tidal marsh. A
small tributary stream flows northward across the western half of the site to the river. The area
immediately surrounding the site has been developed as low density residential, and there are no
other significant blocks of natural upland habitat, or unaltered shoreline habitat, within several
miles of the site.

A plant survey has been initiated for the Preserve, and the current list of species documented is
shown below. The survey will continue until a full year’s worth of data has been collected, to
include species which are only present or identifiable on a seasonal basis. Additional specics
documentation will likely be an ongoing process during routine site visits, and the species list will
be updated on an annual basis and submitted to FCT as part of the annual stewardship report.

Table 1-Plant List

Acer rubrum - red maple

Acrostichum danacifolium - giant leather fern **(
Agerating jucunda - hammock snakeroot

Aloe vera - aloe *

Ampelopsis arborea - peppervine

Andropogon virginicus var. glaucus - bluestem
Apios americana - groundnut

Arisauema triphytium - Jack-in-the-pulpit
Aristida beyrichiana - wiregrass

Aristida spiciformis - bottlebrush threcawn
Asimina reticulata - netted pawpaw

Aster reticulatus - whitetop aster

Buccharis angustifolia - saltwater falsewillow
AR /7 A

Buccharis halimifolia - groundsel] tree
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Bacopa monnieri - herb-of-grace

Balduina angustifolia - coastalplain honeycombhead
Bejaria racemose  tarflower

Bidens alba var. radiata - beggarticks

Blechnunt serrulatun - swamp fern

Boehmeria cviindrica - talse nettle

Callicarpa americanu - American beautyberry
Campsiy radicans - trumpet creeper

Canna flaccida - Indian shot

Carex longii - Long’s sedge

Carpinus caroliniana - bluebeech
Curphephorus corvmbosus - Ilorida paintbrush
Curva glabra - pignut hickory

Celtiy luevigala - sugarberry

Centella asiatica - spadeleat

Cephalanthus occidentalis - buttonbush
Chasmanthium laxum var. sessiliflorum - longleal’ chasmanthium
Chlorophvium capense - spider-plant *
Chrysopsis floridana - Florida goldenaster ** E
Clitrus spp. - citrus *

Cladium jamaicense - Jamaican swamp Sawgrass
Cnidoscolus stimulosus - tread-softly

Comvzu canadensis var. pusilla - dwarf Canadian horseweed
Coreopsis feavenworthii - tickseed

Cornus foenina - swamp dogwood

Crinum americanum - string-lily

Croton michauxii - rushfoil

Dicanthelivm commngatun - variable witchgrass
Dicanthelium spp. - witchgrasses

Dioscorea bulhifera - air potato *

Diospyros virginiand - common persimmon
Flephantopus elatus - tall elephantsfoot
Ileocharis spp. - spikerushes

lrechtites hicracifolia - fireweed

Friocaulon spp. - pipeworts

Frvagium aromaticun - fragrant eryngo
Fupatorium leptophyiium - falsetennel
Futhamia caroliniany - slender goldenrod
Galactia effionii - Elliott"s milkpea

Galium hispidulion - coastal bedstraw

Gaura angustifolia - southern beeblossom
Gaviussacia dumosd - dwart huckleberry
Gelsemium sempervirens - Carolinag jessamine

o T molt ifolinm - Thbit

Gordonia lasianthus - loblolly bay
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Cratiola hispida - rough hedgehyssop
Habenaria floribunda - toothpetal lalse reinorehid
Hedvotis procumbens  Innocence
Helianthemum corymbosum - pinebarren frostweed
Hydrocorvie verticillata - whorled marsh
Ihvpericum hypericoides - St Andrew’s-cross
Fypericum reductum - Atlantic St. John s-wort
flhypericum tetrapetalunt - fourpetal St John's-wort
Thepoxiy juncea - fringed yellow starprass

Hex cassine var. cassine - dahoon holly

Hex glabra - pallberry

{lex vomitoria - yaupon

ftea virginica - Virginia willow

Juncus roemerianus - needle rush

Juncus marginatus - grassleaf rush
Lachnanthes caroliana - redroot
Lachnocaulon minus - Small’s bogbutton
Lantana camara - lantana

Lechea sessiliflora - pineland pinweed
Lepidium virginicum - Virginia pepperweed
Licania michuuxii - gopher apple

Liquidambar styruciflua - sweetgum

Ludhvigia peruviana - Peruvian primrosewillow *
Lygodesmia aphyviia - rose-rush

Lvonia fruticosa - coastalplain staggerbush
Lyvonia lycida - fetterbush

Muagnolia grandiflora - southern magnolia
Magnolia virginiuna - sweetbay

Muatelea sp. - milkvine

Melothria pendula - creeping cucumber
Mikania cordifoliu - Florida Keys hempvine
Mikania scandens - climbing hempvine
Mimosa quadrivalvis - sensitive brier
Mitehella repens - partridgeberry

Morus rubra  -ed mulberry

Myrica cerifera - wax myrtle

Neplwolepis cordifolia - tuberous sword fern *
Oplismenus hirtellus - basketgrass

Opuntia lumifusa - pricklypear

Osmanthus americanus - wild olive

Osmunda cinnamomed - cinnamon fern **C
Osmndy regalis - royal fern **C

Panicum loneifolitm - 1all thin panicum
LAy m- oy

Panicunt verrucosunt - warly panicgrass
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Parietaria floridana - Florida pellitory
Parthenocissus quinguefolia - Virginia creeper
Paspalum notatuin - bahiagrass *

Paspalum setaceum - thin paspalum

Passiflora suberosa - corkystem passionflower
Persea borbonia - red bay

Phicbodium aureunt - golden polypody
Phoradendron leucarpum - oak mistletoe
Phytlanthus wrinaria - chamber bitter
Phvtolacea americand - American pokeweed
Pinus clausa - sand pine

Pinns palusiris - longleaf pine

Pitvopsis graminifoliu - narrowleaf silkgrass
Pleopeltis polypodioides var. michauxiana - resurrection tern
Pluchea odorata - sweetscent

Polveala grandiffora - showy milkwort
Polveala nana - candyroot

Polvgonellu gracilis - tall jointweed
Polvpremum procumbens - rustweed

Prunus carotiniuna - Carolina laurclcherry
Prunus serotina var, seroting - black cherry
Psychotria nervosa - wild coffee

Preridiunt aquilinunt - bracken tern
Pterocanlon pyenostachyum - blackroot
Quercus geminata - sand live cak

Quercus laurifolia - laurcl oak

Quercus myrtifolia - myrtle oak

Quercus nigra - water oak

Quercus pumila - ranning oak

Quercus virginiana - Virginia live oak
Rupanea punctata - myrsine

Rhexia muriana - pale meadowbeauty
Rhododendron viscosunt - swamp azalea

Rites copallinum - winged sumac
Rhvnchospora decurrens - swampforest beakrush
Rinnchospora spp. - beakrushes

Richardia brasiliensis - tropical Mexican clover *
Rubus spp. - blackberry

Ruelliv caroliniensis - Carolina wild petunia
Subul palmetto - cabbage palm

Subatia brevifolia - shortleaf rosegenti
Sumbucus canadensis - clderberry

Samolus ebracteatus - water pimpernel

S omolus vale wdi - 0 d pimpe 1
Sanservieria hyacinthoides - bowstring hemp *



Schinus terebinthifolius - Brazilian pepper *

Schizachyvrium scoparium - little bluestem

Scleria spp.  nutrushes

Serenoa repens - saw palmetto

Severinia monophylla - Chinese boxorange *

Smilax auriculata - carleaf greenbrier

Smilax bona-nox - saw greenbrier

Smilay glauca - greenbrier

Smilax laurifolia - bamboo vine

Smiilax pumila - sarsaparilla vine

Smilax tamnoides - bristly greenbrier

Sofunum americanum - American black nightshade

Solanum dipivihum - twoleal nightshade *

Solidago odora var. chapmanii - Chapman’s goldenrod

Stillingia svivatica - queensdelight

Stipulicida setacea var. setacea - pineland scalypink

Syngonanthus flavidulus - yellow hatpins

Thelvpeeris dentata - downy maiden fern *

Thelvpreris hispidula var, versicolor - hairy maiden fern

Thelvpteris interrupta - Hottentot fern

lillundsia recurvata - ballmoss

Tillundsia usneoides - Spanish moss

Toxicodendron radicany - castern poison ivy

Tradescantia fluminensis - small-leaf spiderwort *

Typha sp. - cattails

Ulmus americana - A ican elm

Urena lobata - ceasarweed

Vacciniune arborewm - sparkleberry

Vaccinium corymbosun - highbush blucberry

Paccinium nmyrsinites - shiny blueberry

Vaccinium stamineum - deerberry

Vernonia gigantea - giant ironweed

Viburnum nudum - possumhaw

Viburmaon obovarum - Walter's viburnum

Vitis rotundifolia - muscadine

Vitis shuttleworthii - calloose grape

Wedelia trilobata - creeping oxeye *

Woodwardia arcolatu - netted chain fern

Woodwardia virginica - Virginia chain tern

Nanthosoma sagittifolium - arrowleaf clephantear *

Nimenia americana - hog plum

Nyvris brevifolia - shortleaf yelloweyed prass

Nvris flubelliformis -Savannah velloweyed grass
fol ™ - *

Yueea filumentosa - Adam’s needle
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Zebring pendula - wandering jew *

* Denotes nonnative species

** Denotes listed species
C=Commercially Exploited (FDA)
E=Endangered (FDA. FWS)
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Figure 7.Alafia Scrub Preserve -Tidal Marsh

Tidal Marsh:

Tidal Marsh occurs in several variations on the site, including as a fringe along a sdghtly clevated
lincar strip which forms a ridge along the river. This narrow feature contains live oak. cabbage
palm, saw palinctto. hog plum. and Spanish bavonet. ‘This particular plant composition makes the
arca difficult to traverse. The majority of the Preserve’s tidal marshes are located along its river
frontage. The marshes are dominated by black needle rushes. but also contain signiticant stands of
sawgrass, which indicates a transitional arca where the estuary blends with the freshwater tidal
marsh. In addition o sawgrass, the marsh contains scattered leather fern and Brazihan pepper. ‘The
latter are found mainly in the interface between uplands and marsh.

The seepage slope at the southwest corner has been heavily impacted by invasive exotic, particularly
vines as a result of landscape dumping on adjacent property.
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Wildlife.

TI  ze, quality and composition of tt si s _ ativ communit indica thatit 1ouldt
capable of supporting a healthy and diverse population of wildlife species.  Although it 1s
effectively isolated from other large blocks of natural habitat, its location on the shoreline of the
Alafia River increases the likelihood that at least some large, wide ranging species. such as river
otter and bobcat, utilize the site on a frequent basis. Many other specics with relatively small
range requirements would be expected to occur on the site in numbers large enough to maintain
viability. Site surveys conducted to date have been intended only to confirm the presence of
species rather than the size or vitality of populations present.  One exception is the gopher
tortoise, which has undergone a more extensive survey as detailed in the Natural Resource
Protection scction below.

The Resource Management Team, with the assistance of volunteers. will continue to monitor the
site’s wildlife resources at least once a year.

Observations of wildlife utilization during routine site visits conducted since acquisition are listed
below:

Vertebrates

Ardea herodias - Great blue heron

Curdinalis cardinalis - Northern cardinal
Cuathartes awra - Turkey vulture

Cyanocitia cristata - Bluejay

Dendroica palmerim - Palm warbler

Dumetella carolinensis - Gray cathird

Gopherus polyphents - Gopher tortoise
Melunerpes carofinus - Red-bellied woodpecker
Mimus polyelottos - Northern mockingbird
Parus bicolor - Tufted titmouse

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos - American white pelican
Pipifo ervthropluhalmus - Fastern towhee
Scincella farerale - Ground skink

Thryvothorus ludovicianus - Carolina wren

Vireo griseus - White-cved virco

Invertebrates
Heliconius charitonius - Zebra longwing butterfly

The Project Area’s potential wildlife utilization is moderate due to several characteristics:

« The site is comprised of a diverse assemblage of high quality natural plant communities, but
habitat quality and diversity have ":clir 1 '1e to fire srmnression.

* The site is located within the Alafia River Natural Greenway Corridor, and some species
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utilizing this riverine corridor are expected to depend on the site for at least a portion of their
habitat n¢ 1s.

Characteristics that may have a negative impact on the Preserve with respect to wildlife habitat
may be:

» Size. The site is on the lower threshold of the minimum size/width criteria defined by the
County’s Comprehensive Plan and Habitat Ordinance for Significant Wildlife Habitat. or arcas
that have the potential to support healthy and diverse populations of wildlite.

o Isolation. The lack of other arcas of natural habitat within a reasonable distance of the
Preserve would prevent the migration of most small animal species to and from the Preserve,
effectively isolating their populations.

* Surrounding development. The residential character of the adjacent area. as well as the
heavily traveled four lane roadway on the south boundary, both result in negative impacts to
the site’s wildlife populations, including increased mortality from road kills and domestic pets.
more frequent introductions of exotic pest plants, noise and light pollution, ctc.

Management strategies designed to address these characteristics will be discussed in the Resource
Enhancement Section of this report.

Listed Species.

Alllisted species documented on site will be reported to the Florida Natural Arcas Inventory (FNAI
on the appropriate form (Appendix F).

Wildlife.

Numerous species which are listed as Endangered, Threatened, Species of Special Concern, or
Commercially Exploited, potentially utilize the Alafia Scrub Prescerve (Table 2). Some species
that haven't been observed are unlikely to occur due to the lack of utilized habitat, and/or are
difficult to verify without specialized survey techniques (Florida mouse and Florida pine snake.
for example). The following species have either been documented on site. or potentially occur
on the Preserve because (a) they utilize habitat found on the site and (b) are known to occur on
other preserve lands in the region.

The ~pher tortoise (Gopherus polvphemus) is prevel= - on site and active burrows are
located sparsely throughout the pine flatwoods. A preliminary survey has been
conducted in order to obtain an indication of the status of the existing population on
the site. The results of the survey are summarized here:

The entire site is extremely overgrown, making burrow detection difficult. This factor hindered

1a ete count of all tortoise burrows, there..re, a line plot survey
was conducted on 2/22, 3/1, and 3/2/99. To accomplish tbe survey. the portion ot the site
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containing potential tortoise habitat was broken into a 4x3 cbain (2 acre) grid.  All burrows were

yunted in a single 1/5 acre plot within each grid cell, resulting in tt  coverage of 10% of the
total survey area. The survey originated in the northeast cort  of tt  site, and proceec | to the
southeast corner. The next line began 5 chains west of the first, and proceeded north. This patiern
was continued until the mesic to hydric soils in the western portion of the site were reached. The
surveyors used a magnetic compass and pace method to adhere to grid lines in the field. A total
of 28 plots were surveyed, with the following results:

- A total of 1 active burrow was found.

-A total of 10 inactive burrows were found.
-A total of 22 old burrows were tfound.
-No juvenile burrows were found.

The following formula was applied to the survey data (developed by GFC): {[(A+IXO)|E}/As=D

Where:  A=active burrows (1) E =expansion factor (10 as in 10% coverage)
[-inactive burrows (10) As=Acreage surveyed (56)
C =conversion factor (.614) D =density

{[(14+10).614)]10}/56 = 1.2 tortoises/acre

Information regarding population distribution on the site can be found on the Gopher Tortoise Dot
Density Map (figure 11). “-rker symbols on the ~~-» " not show actual burrow locations. but
rather indicate their density and distribution. The dots represent existing population distribution.
while the triangles represent historical distribution based on old burrows. The survey results
show that there are twice as many old burrows as there are active/inactive. The most logical
conclusion from this aspect of the survey data is that the population of tortoises on the site has
been declining in the recent past, and the most likely reason would be due to declining habitat
suitability for this species, due to the lack of fire and resulting overgrown character of the
vegetative comimnunities.

1t is clear from the survey results that the most important habitat management strategy for this
species is the reintroduction of fire.

Florida gopher frogs (Rana areolata), utilizes gopher burrows and breed in shallow grassy
ponds and ditches. The lack of suitable breeding habitat on the site or in the immediate
vicinity makes it unlikely that this species will be found on the Preserve. County staff will
establish whether this species is present through a combination of periodically surveying
tortoise burrow entrances in early morning through summer and spring and listening for the
gopher frog’s snoring vocalizations after rains particularly near the isolated marshes and dry
prairies in the late fall and winter.

The eastern indigo snake (Dnymarchon couperi) uses tortoise burrows as well as most

e d o site (Moler, 198.,. An individual snake
is known to occupy an area of approximately 500 acres, on average, so there is no
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chance that a single individual, much less an entire population of this species can be
supported on the site. There is no easy way to survey for indigo snakes. On site
documentation will 1y on incidental observations. The surrounding residential
development, and the heavily traveled roadways adjacent to the site, will result in high
mortality levels for this species, indicating that, even if its presence is confirmed
through observation, long term viability is doubtful.

The Florida —ouse (Podomys floridanus) (Layne, 1990) absence/presence may be
confirmed by running baited Sherman live traps through the arcas with the highest
concentration of tortoise burrows.

Florida pine snakes (Pituophis m. mugitus) seem to prefer pocket gopher burrows,
which are not present on the site, but also utilize tortoise burrows (Franz, 1986).
There is no easy way to survey for pine snakes. On site documentation will rely on
incidental observations.

Short-tailed snakes (Stilosoma extenuatum) are not known to use tortoise burrows but
occupy the same habitat, with a preference for sandhills, which are not present on site
(Highton. 1976). Absence/presence can be determined through the establishment of
herpetofuanal arrays in tortoise habitat.

Management strategy - Optimal habitat for tortoise 1s sandhill; none occurs on site. Therefore,
several of the tortoise associates may never have occurred on site. This applies particularly to the
short-tailed snake and Florida mouse which rely most exclusively on sandhill communities.
Application of the specialized survey techniques described above will eventually determine the
absence/presence of these species. Based on initial survey results, the site contains a viable
population of gopher tortoises, and has the potential to support a significantly larger population
if properly managed with a combination of prescribed burning and protection from impacts such
as poaching, predation, roadkills, eic.

The wood stork (Mycteria americana), little blue heron (Egretta caerulea). snowy
egret (Egretta thula), tricolored heron (Fgretta tricolor),white ibis (Eudocvmus albus).
limpkin (Aramus guarauna). and roseate spoonbill {(ajaia ajaja) all breed and forage
in marsh and in and along riverine systems. All are known to occur in the Alafia
River watershed; some have been documented in the vicinity of the Preserve shoreline.
None are currently known to nest on site.

Management Strate~ - The County will monitor wading bird activities particularly in and along
the site’s wetlands and shoreline with special emphasis during the breeding season.

The closest known southern bald eagle nest (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)y is
approximately 3 miles away, adjacent to Bullfrog Creek. This places the Preserve
outside of the "primary and secondary management zones" (as defined by U.S. Fish

A M T N 1 Toand al ott s that nest in the vicinity
may forage along the shoreline adjacent to the Preserve boundaries.
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Management Strategy - Since the Preserve falls outside the critical management zones. which
extend up to 1 mile from the location of a nest, no specific strategies with respect to eagles are
propo:

This Plan initiates coordination efforts with the GFC and FNAI. These agencies have
suggested ways in which data can be shared between the County and their respective
agencies. The County will provide each entity with information on all protected
species element occurrences observed on the Preserve. In return, they will keep us
informed on any new element occurrence records in the vicinity of the Preserve.
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Plants.

Four species of listed plants have t  n documented on site.  All are indigenous to the site’s
natural communities. Only one of these, the Florida golden aster, will require specific
management strategies to ensure its continued existence on the site. The other three species are
wetland fern species, which are not rare in the region, and depend on the protection of the
jurisdictional wetlands for survival.

The Florida golden aster requires scrub habitat and open sun for survival and reproduction. On
site management will consist of avoidance of existing populations during facilities development,
and the maintenance of open patches of bare sand in full sun. In order to promote reproduction.
it may be necessary to manually scrape small patches of sand in and around clusters of seed-
bearing plants. The highest concentrations of existing plants are in areas of the scrub which
contain the remnants of abandoned ATV traiis, indicating that this species may actually require
a certain amount of soil disturbance to expand its numbers. As a result, it is not necessary to take
extraordinary measures to protect this species trom low level human impacts associated with the
nedarby picnic area.

Due to the site’s current isolation from other scrub habitat areas in the region. it can be assumed
that this population of Florida golden aster is a separate and distinct population.  Preservation and
management of the site to maintain the health and viability of this population will further the
objectives of the Recovery Plan for this species which has been developed by the USFWS (see
appendix E).

Resource Enhancement

The goal of management with respect to the Preserve’s natural resources is to restore and/or
preserve natural plant communities adapted to the region’s natural processes (particularly fire) in
a balance that mimics or approaches “pre-settlement™ conditions. In the case of the Alafia Scrub
Preserve. pyrogenic habitats have been degraded by the suppression of fire and the site
management strategy will be to restore and enhance plant communitics through the reintroduction
of a burn regime.

In addition to the restoration and maintenance of native plant communities, efforts to manage at
the species level shall be employed. Species-specific management strategies were identified
previously in the listed species section. Those strategies are incorporated into the following
proposed resource enhancements. These enhancements are listed in order of occurrence.

In addition to these enhancements, ongeing monitoring of vegetative communitics, flora and fauna
with special emphasis on listed species will be conducted annually, at a minimum.

(1) Removal of exotic species -

T - - Trr

otic Pest Plant Council’s list of Florida's Most Invasive Species (located in
Appendix H) as a guide, all invasive exotics will be identified and control efforts will be
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implemented. The objective of control efforts will be the total elimination of exotic nuisance
sf ~'es: however, since the primary characteristic of such species which causes their nuisance
status is their ability to colonize and expand in the local environment. control will be an ongoing
process, and total eradication will not be feasible with current technology and resources.

Approximately eighteen exotic species have been identifted on the preserve to date. Other exotics
are expected to appear during the growing season, but many are either relatively harmiess or they
oceur in small numbers. Those of concern include Citrus spp. (citrus). Dioscorea bulhifera (air
potato), Nephirolepis cordifolia (tuberous sword fern). Schinus terehinthifolius (Brazilian pepper).
Tradescantia fluminensis (small-leat’ spiderwort), and Nanthosoma sagittifoliuvm  (arrowleal
clephantear). These are primartly found in the extreme northwest corner of the site escaping from
the adjacent travel trailer park where they have smothered the native ground cover, Brazilian pepper
and citrus are scattered throughout the northwest quarter of the site. Citrus is only considered a
problem because of numbers present. the abundance of fruit it produces. and the probability that it
could serve as host to agricultural pests such as Mediterrancan Fruit Fly.

Collection of air potato bulbils dunng dormancy has already been initiated. A combination of foliar
and cut-stump treatment with herbicides will be used to treat air potato during the growing scason,
The spiderwort and celephantear will receive toliar herbicide treatment as needed. Tuberous sword
fern will be hand-pulled, dug. or treated with herbicide. After a tire tane is installed between the
travel trailer park and the preserve some of these invasive exotics can be effectively excluded from
the site. Citrus and Brazilian pepper will receive basal bark or cut-stump treatment. depending on
location,

Small numbers of other invasive and non-invasive exotics have been dumped as landscape debns
inside the northern boundary. These are removed or treated with herbicides as they are discovered
by Resource Management stafl, The boundaries have been posted and letters delivered to residents
adjacent to problem arcas asking for their cooperation.

Resource Management Team staft in their weekly to monthly visits to the site will continue to survey
for exotic plant species and take appropriate actions to eliminate invasives upon identification.

Animals: Because of the residential nature of the area surrounding the site, feral dog and cat
impacts are anticipated to be low. Domestic pets, on the other hand, are expected to frequently
wander onto the site. If any feral dogs or cats are documented, they will be removed by
Hillsborough County Animal Control. The site will be posted with signs that state that all dogs
must be restrained by a leash. If domestic cats are frequently sighted on the Preserve, an attempt
will be made to identify the owners, and to educate nearby residents of the impacts to wildlite of
free roaming housecats. If all else fails, live trapping may be used as a last resort. Other feral
animals. including hogs and non-native ducks. have not been documented, and are not expected
to occur on the Preserve; however, if these or other non-native nuisance species are discovered.
appropriate measures will be taken to remove them.
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(2) Prescribed burning (also see Coordination Section) - Burn regimes will be re-
established to reduce hardwood tree species and diversify habitat structural
charac I Pit | wood communit will 2 edata_ _que :yofi /wh
from 3 to 7 years. With the exception of fuel reduction burns which will be necessary
due to the suppression of fire for many years, most burns will be conducted in the
growing season. This mimics natural conditions. Existing snags will be preserved by
clearing fuel in a circle around the base prior to initiating the burn prescription. Burn
regimes may vary within any given burn unit depending upon the vegetative response
to the previous burn.

A preliminary Burn Plan has been developed for the site, consisting of the identification of burn
units, and a briet description of how prescribed fire will be applied to cach unit. Figure 12- Burn
Units, shows the size and location of cach of the burn units discussed below.

Unit 1 (12 ac.): Prior to firc exclusion. this unit probably supported a drier and more open. grassy
flatwoods than elsewhere on the site. Presently the overstory consists of high density water oak and
widely scattered longleaf pine. The thick accumulation of eak leaf litter (4" in this unit commands
prescribed burning to be done under conditions with moderate so1l moisture o prevent prolonged
periads of restdual smoke. Frequent growing season {ires will be required to restore this habitat to
historical condrtions.

Unit 2 (17 ac.): This unit contains the xeric oak scrub habitat and Florida golden aster found on the
site. Prescribed fire will be necessary in the future in order to prevent canopy closure and resulting
shading of the Florida golden aster.

Unit 3 (16 ac.): ardwood-invaded flatwoods dominate this unit. However. moisture regime in this
unit ranges from xeric to hydric. As with other units. fuel loading is very high. and the dutt layer
is deep. Longleal pine is probably a larger constituent of the overstory in this unit than in the others,
The pines in this unit are good seed trees. and will naturally reestablish longleaf as the dominate
overstory species when shading and fuel load has been reduced. To protect these. an initial fuel
reduction burn accomplished under cool. moist conditions should be conducted before proceeding
with growing scason burns.

Unit 4 (19 ac.): Much of this unit contains hardwood hammock that will burn only under drier
conditions. There is a remnant of wiregrass and other fire dependant species in the middle and
castern sections of this unit. Prescribed fire should predominantly be applied during the growing
scason to reduce hardwood vigor and promote fire adapted specics.

Unit 5 (11 ac.): Most of this unit lies adjacent to an RV park, making residual smoke a concern for
burn managers. As with other arcas on the site. there is a thick accumulation of duft in this unit.
This necessitates moist conditions for burning. This unit should be burned in the near future to
reduce the risk of wildfire danger to the RV park. Furthermore, a burn here may prevent the remnant
gopher tortoise population from leaving the site.
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(3) Listed Species Recovery Plans - All management strategies identified in the wildlife
and plant listed species sections of this plan will be implemented. Application of these
strategies will lead to the documentation of all listed species occurrences on site.
Specific management strategies will be applied to species known to occur:

. Listed species surveys have been conducted for gopher tortoises and
Florida golden aster, and additional surveys will be conducted for other
potential species as specified in the Listed Species section of this report.
If funds are made available to conduct more intensive surveys, small
mammal trapping and herpetofaunal arrays will be established to
determine tortotse burrow associate utilization.

. Re-establishing a variable burn regime will serve to enhance the
suitability of the Preserve to a larger diversity of species. A frequent
regime in the flatwoods favors the gopher tortoise and its associates. A
less frequent regime favors several nonlisted species including common
yellowthroat, rufous-sided towhee, white-eyed vireo. and Carolina
wren.
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Archeological and Historical Resource Protection

The cultural resources of the project  te are poorly known. based on the property’s geographical and
ceological environmental setting, however. it is likely that undiscovered archacological sites are
present.

Hillsborough County will perform a cultural resource survey of any arca within the project site that
is proposed for development prior to the commencement of proposed development activities in that
arca. All planned activities invelving known cultural resources will be closely coordinated with the
Department of State, Division of Historical Resources in order to prevent the disturbance of
stgnificant sites. Management of the on-site cultural resources will comply with the provisions of
the Florida Historical Resources Act. specifically §267.061(2)a) and (b). Florida Statutes. The
County requested a review by the Burcau of Historic Preservation to determine if there are any
cultural resources on file that could be impacted by the proposed improvements or management
activities. A written response was received on March 30, 1999 which included spectfic
recommendations with regard to the activities proposed tor the site. Due to the ~only minor ground
disturbances™ proposed by the County. a comprehensive archacological survey 1s not stipulated.
however, sinee the site’s location increases the potential that significant archacological sites will be
found. it would be advantageous for a professional archacological survey to be performed in the
future. if funding becomes availabie. or if it could be done at no cost by the University ol South
Florida Departiment oi Anthrepology. In accordance with the other recommendations in the letter.
the County will recover, record. and map any archacological material encountered during site
development, and a Florida Master Site File form will be completed and submitted to the Division
of Historic Resources. In addition. metal. rather than wooden fence posts. will be used for tencir
and tf future park development is proposed which would involve large arcas of ground disturbance,
archacological testing will be conducted (see letter and responsce. Appendix 19).

Education Programs

The nature trail will take advantage of scenic vistas as well as ecologically interesting features.
An interpretive sign at tt Preserve’s entrance will describe the general natural features of the
Preserve, and a brochure dispenser will provide a trail guide which, along with numbered trail
markers, wiil interpret any interesting or environmentally significant features encountered along
the trail. The sign near the entrance will direct people to remain on the trails and respect wildlife.

As with other sites purchased through the ELAP program, interested individuals have been
directed to ELAPP by Hillshorough County’s “Volunteers in Public Service™ (VIP's).  Since
volunteer activities are led by an ELAPP staff member, this provides educational opportunities.
Staff typically cover not only natural history and information concerning the habitat, but also
management needs and activities (such as prescribed burning and exotic control). Passive
education (interpretive signs, nature trail, etc.) has been described above. The Preserve will be
made available for field trips by groups including Audubon, Native Plant Society. Sierra Club.
clubs, e” , wi s “f ~1idance w1 requested. th it will be m
available for use as a field trip site and outdoor laboratory for USF. the University of Tampa.
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and Hilisborough Community College. This type of educational support will not require
additional facilities.

Education Program development will begin once Park-related infrastructure is developed.

Coordination

The Preserve is bounded on all sides by smoke sensitive areas: there is residential development
to the northeast, east, and south and Interstate 75 to the west. Any prescribed burning must be
conducted under conditions that minimize or avoid impacts to these areas. In general. burn units
will be smaller than usual (no more than 20 acres). The overall burn strategy will be developed
in cooperation with the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service's Division of
Forestry (DOF). Well in advance of any burning activities, the Resource Management Team will
fill out a Prescribed Burn Plan Pre-Burn Data sheet (Appendix G). This form includes a checklist
of individuals to notity which includes the DOF, Environmental Protection Commission Air
Management, Hillsborough County Fire Department, Hillsborough County Public Information
Office, County Administrator’s Office, and the Parks and Recreation Department. All adjacent
land owners are also notified. Accompanying this notification should be a brief synopsis of why
It is necessary 1o burn (See Appendix G for example).

The County will coordinate with the DOF on the development of the prescribed burn plan.  In
addition, the IFlorida Game and Freshwater Fish Commission (GFC) has been asked to review the
plan in order to evaluate the effectiveness of the overall strategy in terms of recovery of the
gopher tortoise population, Coordination has been initiated by providing the DOF and GFC with
copies of the draft management plan along with a request for review and comment.  Any
comments or recommendations received from those agencies will be incorporated into the Plan
by inclusion in Appendix F. This information will also be forwarded to FCT, along with a
summary of any proposed management activities necessary to implement those recommendations,
for review and approval by FCT.

The County will coordinate management of the Preserve with the development and management
of other public lands in the area. particularly within the Alafia River corridor.

The County will continue to coordinate with the GFC for appropriate guidance, recommendations
and/or necessary permits to avoid impacts to listed species.  Upon FCT approval of the
management plan, a copy will be submitted to the GFC for comment.

As with all publicly owned lands in the County, the managing agents will collect and share data on
biotic communities and the ecological response to management strategics.

A copy of the draft management plan has been provided to DEP for review and comment. and a
response was received from Deirdre Hewitt of the Division of State Lands. The only comment was
tI - County should consider additional  toration  hniques. other than prescribed fire. to
restore the natural arcas identified by the plan. The County’s plan to control the existing exotic
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nuisance plant species on the site is considered to be an additional restoration techmque. tnaddition.
it it appears that prescribed burning is not having the desired etfect of reversing the natural

icer sjon which has occurred on sit due to fire suppression. other methods. such as selective
thinning of hardwoods by cutting or girdling. will be proposed for FCT review and approval. The
full text of the DEP letter is included in Appendix F.

The County will coordinate with SWEWMD and DEP to ensure that development of the Project Site
is done in a manner consistent with the protection of the Alafia River’s water quality.  Coordination
shall be initiated upon completion of the management plan: SWEWMDB and DEP will be provided
a summary of the proposed site development and involved n the plans to permit the construction
of the overlook and walkway.

Greenway Management

The Alafia Scrub Preserve is recognized in the Hillsborough Greenways Coneeptual Plan as part of
a Natural Greenway Corridor (Hillsborough Greenways Master Plan. 1998). The Hillsborough
Greenways Master Plan identifies a network of greenway's that extend throughout the County (Figure
2).
The term “greenways™ refers to linear parks or open spaces which connect natural, cultural.
recreational, and historic resources. They can be hard surfaced pathways that permit different
recreational uses such as walking. jogging, and hiking, or they can be natural corridors with a
simple path along a stream or riverbank. Many greenways connect destination points such as
parks. libraries, schools, and shopping arcas. A utility or drainage right-of-way or an abandoned
railroad corridor can be converted to a pedestrian bike or walkway. Conservation areas protecting
a community’s natural resources. such as rivers, wetlands, wildlife and floodways are often
included in greenways. Greenways benefit the community in many ways by providing
opportunities for recreation and alternative transportation, improving environmental protection.
providing places for environmental education, and stimulating economic development. Because
of their diverse functions, they fulfill many needs.

The Alafia Serub Preserve falls within the lower Alafia River Basin, Magor sections of the middle
and upper sections of this corridor arc already in public ownership. The Alafia Scrub Preserve is
vcographically 1solated front these other public lands: however, partially due to this isolation, it may
serve as an important habitat refuge for wildlife species which utilize the niverine corndor. A
secondary greenway corridor function s the aesthetic benefit which the Preserve provides to the
public. Boaters using the river. as well as motorists traveling north on the interstate. are afforded
a view of undeveloped natural shoreline which is strikingly beautiful as well as scarce in the
surrounding arca.  Protection of the natural resources of the Project Site, as described in this
Management Plan, will ensure that the site continues to fulfill its role as a part of the Greenway
Corridor System.

Although not shown as part of the Hillsborough Greenways Master Plan, an existing power line

.-ght-of . ay offers the potential to link the Alafia Scrub Preserve to other public lands with a
recreational trail. The right-of-way extends to the east, crossing the Rice Creek. Bell Creek. and
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eventually the FishHawk Creek, corridors. Together with connector trails and sidewalks. this
system could link the site with the Sterling Downs Greenway Preserve and the Fish Hawk
Preserve. T1 Hillsborough Greenway Committee will be provided with a copy of the approved
plan so that they may consider amending the master plan to incorporate this concept.

Preservation

The site is protected under the provisions of the County’s Park Ordinance #97-14, as well as the
various ELAPP Ordinances which restrict lands acquired with funds collected under the program.
In addition, the County’s zoning and development review processes provide for the protection of
natural preservation areas. During the County’s zoning review process, various County agencies,
including the Parks and Recreation Department, may recommend conditions necessary to reduce
or eliminate negative impacts from proposed developments. During the permitting process. the
County's Land Development Code includes a provision requiring landowner’s to prepare a Project
Compatibility Plan, which must detail actions to be taken and conditions imposed in order to avoid
Or minimize negative impacts to natural preservation areas.

Using these mechanisms, the County will monitor adjacent development activities to ensure that
such activities do not negatively affect the resources on the Project Site. Measures such as
vegetated buffers, site design, height limitations. etc. shall be required as necessary to ensure that
resources and planned outdoor recreation activities on the Project Site are protected from adverse
impacts of adjacent land uses.

V. COST ESTIMATE AND FUNDING SOURCE

Funding for development and ongoing implementation of the Alafia Scrub Preserve will be taken
from the 250 thousand dollar annual fund set aside as Site Management funds for all ELAPP
acquisitions. The County has been awarded a grant from the SWFEFWMD's Alafia River Basin
Board for exotic nuisance plant control on natural preserve lands within the basin. A portion of
this grant will be applied to the Preserve during the term of the grant, which runs through July,
2000.

Estimated costs for the preserve are as follows:

(1) Fencing: Approximately $2.35/linear foot for 6,300 linear feet.  $14.800.00

(2) Recreation-related infrastructural development-this includes picnic tables ($500.00), parking
area ($2,500.00), interpretive signage ($500.00). entrance signage ($500.00), trail development
($2.,000.00), and overlook platform ($4,000.00). Total cost for infrastructural development:
$24,300.00

(3) Ecological monitoring (floral/faunal surveys and exotic species id): $500.00/yr.

ibed burns (.. $2,000/burn event): $2,000/yr.
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(3) Exotic Species control: $2000 first two years, $200/yr. ongoing.
(6) M ellar sus  Hlogical in | ‘ovements (supplemental , antings, bird boxes, etc.) $200.00/yr.

Totals:  $32,000.00 for the first two years.
$3.200.00/yr. (after second year).

The picnic and parking areas, trail and overlook will be developed within the first 24 months.

The Tampa Audubon Society and Florida Native Plant Society have provided surveys (as needed)
on lands acquired with ELAPP moneys for the County. These organ” tions include individuals
with expertise in plant and animal identification. These organizations will be approached to
conduct ongoing surveys of the Project Arca.

The requirements imposed by other grant program funds that may be sought by the IFC'T Recipient
for activities associated with the Project Site shall not conflict with the terms and conditions of the
FOT award.

VI. PRIORITY SCHEDULE

Implementations of all aspects of the management plan are based upon established prioritics and the
availability of funds. The Tasks listed below are in order of appearance and are presented in a
schedule in Table 3.

I} Surveys arc currently being conducted using GPS and standard surveyving cquipment.  This
information is being stored using Arc View. This information was used to create the Figures for this
Plan and are compatible with Are Info and may be used for site management. Time of Completion:
inttial surveys - 1 year. New information will be collected as necessary.

2y Agency Coordination - with FNAL SWEWMD, GFC. and DOF. This process has been initiated
with these agencies.

3) Exotic species removal. Exotic species removal will begin immediately afier project completion,
4) Implementation of a preseribed burn plan. A preliminary burn plan has been developed as a
part of this management plan, to be finalized upon receipt and incorporation of DOF and GEFC input.
Fire lune construction will begin soon after approval of the management plan by FCT. Prescription
writing has alrcady begun and will be expanded and implemented as prescription and other
conditions allow. The burn plan will be modified based on the vegetative response to prescribed
burns.

5) Floral/faunal baseline surveys. Baseline surveys have been initiated. and will continue to be
performed as descrihed in the Resource Enhancement Section of this report.

6) Infrastructural development. This task includes installation of permeter fencing.
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establishment of parking areas and park access, signage posted, picnic tables and bike racks
positioned, trail locations finalized and marked, and interpretive literature developed. Time of
con  ionm: 24 months ¢ > _, « alof an,

7} Exotic specics patrol and removal as needed shall oceur at least biannually in perpetuity.

8) Floral/faunal monitoring. At a minimum annual surveys shall be conducted.

9) Prescription burns. Prescription burns will be initially conducted under optimal conditions for
fuel reduction and smoke management, and subsequently in the growing scason unless fuel reduction
becomes a problem in the future.

10) Park maintenance. Fixing gates, fences. replacing picnic tables, policing the parking arcas will
be ongoing,
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v 22« MONITORING

Tt County is = ponsible for pi aring and submitting an annual stewardship report to the
Florida Communities Trust that evaluates implementation of the management plan. The progress
of the management plan will be measured through careful consideration of the annual or more
frequent monitoring events and comparison of conditions to goal conditions. Additionally. the
progress of the aforementioned schedule may be used to gauge success.

The Resource Management Team will assess the progress of all key management activities at least
thirty days prior to the due date of the annual report. Thirty days prior to the due date, the report
will be submitted to the FCT for review. The annual stewardship report shall provide information
including but not limited to: proposed changes in adjacent land uses, tloral and faunal monitoring
results, burns conducted in the past year and proposed for the subsequent year, the status of
restoration/enhancement  efforts, recreational uses, exotic species removal, infrastructural
development, permit applications, new management recommendations, and any or all actions not
discussed in this management plan. Any proposed revisions to this management plan resulting
from the annual review process will be submitted to FCT for the required review and approval.

The annual stewardship report is due on the anniversary of the date on which the project plan 1s
approved.
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WIHIEREAS, Rule Chapter 9K-4, Florida Administiative Code (I.A.C.), describes the
procedures for cvaluation and selection of lands proposed for acquisition using funds aliocated to
the FCT through the Department of Community Affairs from the Preservation 2000 Trust Fund;

WIHEREAS, the FCT Governimg Body met on August 27-28, 1998, to score, rank and
sclect projects that were to receive Conceptual Approval for funding;

WHIEREAS, the FCT Recipient's project, described m an application submitted for
evaluation, was sclected for funding and in accordance with Rule Chapter 9K-4, F.A.C., and
more particularly described within this Agreement;

WHEREAS, Rule 9K-4.010(2Z)1), F.A.C., authorizes FCT to unpose conditions for
funding on those FCT applicants whose projeets have been sclected for funding; and

WHEREAS, Rule 9K-4.0031(9) F.A.C., rccognizcs real property owned by the Recipient
and included in the application as part of the Project Site as an eligible source of local match,
provided that real property owned by the Recipient has been acquired by the Recipient within
one ycar prior to the application deadline or within 180 days after the application deadline for
which the application was made. The date of this application deadline was April 27, 1998;

WHEREAS, the FCT Recipient acquired the fee simple title to the entire Project Site on
9-22-98 (insert datefs]) from William A. Read and BRCO, Inc. (insert

Seller namefs]},

WHEREAS, the FCT Recipient has requested disbursement of FCT Preservation 2000
Series Bond Proceeds fromn FCT subsequent to the closing on the acquisition of the Project Site
for the project costs expended for the acquisition of the Project Site by the FCT Recipient; and

WITRAS, the purposc of this Agreement is to set forth the conditions of Conceptual
Approval that must be satisfied by FCT Recipient prior to the disbursement of any FC .
Preservation 2000 funds awarded, as well as the restrictions that are imposed on the Project Site
subsequent to its acquisition with the FCT Preservation 2000 Scries Bond Procceeds.

NOW THEREFORE, FCT and I'CT Recipient mutually agree as follows:

L. GENERAL CONDITIONS

I At least two original copics of this Agreement shall be executed by FCT Recipient
and returned to the FCT office at 2555 Shumard Qak Blvd,, Tallahassce, Florida 32399-2100 as
soon as possible and before December 15, 1998. Upon receipt of the signed Agreements by
FCT, FCT will execute the Agrecments, retain one original copy and return all other copies that

ve bi  exccuted to FCT Reeipient. If the FCT Recipient requires 2. than one original
of {diwonal »p 1+ °°
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Funded/Preacquired/98-054-P8A

11/6/98
FINAL 2



then execute cach as an ortginal documment.

2. The name Conceptual Approval dgreement is used to indicate that the project has
been approved as a coneept that was desceribed i FCT Application #98-054-P8A. The
Concepual Approval Agreement is in every respect a grant contract between the parties. The
Agreement deseribes activities that will be conducted both prior and subsequent to acquisition
of the Project Site, deseribed v the application that was submitted and selected for funding by
the FCT.

3. Conceptual Approval for funding shall be until July 27, 1999, The FCE expects
that, because the Project Site was preacquired by the FCT Recipient and substantial work has
already been done, the project will be fully completed by July 27, 1999, In the event the project
has not been completed in tull by July 27, 1999 the Conceptual Approval Agreement must be
extended in order that the grant will remain in effect. In advance of the July 27, 1999, date and
in sufficient time before a meeting of the FCT governing board that would allow approval ot an
exlension o this Agreement betfore its expiration, the FC'T Recipient must request a wrilten
extension to the Conceptual Approval Agreement For project continuation i compliance with
Rule SK-4.01002() F.A.C. 1 the FOT Reeipient does not request an extension, or if an
extension is not granted to the FCT Recipient by the FCT Governing Body, the Prescrvation
2000 award granted to the FCT Recipient by the Governing Body shall terminate and all
obligations hereunder shall cease.

Basced upon the Florida Legislature’s ongoing oversight of the rate of expenditure of
funds, and the tmpact on future funding if expenditures do not timely oceur, the FCT requires
that the project be completed as soon as possible after project selection.

4, Lxtensions to this Agreement, described in Paragraph 3 above, shall not exceed
24 months from the date the Agreement was approved by the FCT, except as deseribed in this
paragraph. In compliance with Section 380.510(), F.S., 1 the project is not concluded by
October 17, 2000, the project shall only be extended if the FCT Governing Body deternines
that a request for additional time to complete the project is warranted based upon FCT
Recipient’s demonstration that significant progress is being made toward closing the project or
that extenuating circumstances warrant an extension of tinme,

5, This Agreement may be terminated before its expiration at the written request of
the FCT Recipient. Such a request shalt fully deseribe the eircumstances that compel the IFCT
Reciptent o ternmnate the project. A request lor termination should be mailed to the offices of
the FCT at the address given in paragraph 1 above. The request for termination will be placed on
the agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the FCT Governing Body for concurrence
by the FCT. The termination shall be acknowledged by the FCT in a letter to the FCT Recipient.

Circumstances may arise that, in the analysis of the FCT, warrant termination of
the project before its completion. In such an event, the FCT will advise the FCT Recipient of its
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analysis and will confer with the FCT Recipient on continuation of the project. 11 the FCT
Recipient concurs, a request for termination will be considered at the next regularly schieduled
meceting of the FCT Governing Body.

G FCT Reeipient agrees to make diligent efforts to submit the documentation to
FCT that 1s required 1o this Agreement as soon as is reasonably possible so that the Project Site
costs may be reimbursed moan expeditious manner. Deadlines stated i this Agreement, as well
as deadlines associated with any 1FCT activity refating to the project, are strictly enforced.
Fatlure to adhere to deadlines, whether stated in this Agreement or associated with mectings of
the FCT Governing Body, may result in delays in the project, may result in allocation of time or
resources to other recipients that responded timely, and may result in this Agreement being
voidable. Itis the responsibility of the FCT Recipient to know all project deadlines, to devise a
method of monittoring the project, and to adhere to all deadlines.

7. The FCT Preservation 2000 award granted to the FCT Recipient will n no cvent
cxceed the lesser of Fifty Percent (50.00%6) of the final Total Project Costs, as defined in Rule
OK-4.002(30), F.A.CL or One Million Ninety-Three Thousand Dollars And No Cents (
$1.093.000.00), unless the FCT Governing Body approves a different amount, which shall be
reflected inan addendum to this Agreement.

8. The gramt amount stated in paragraph 7 above 1s based on the FCT Recipient's
estimate of Total Project Costs in application #98-0534-P8Aas well as limits on awards in the
Notice of Application Period announcing the application cycle. When disbursing funds for the
project, the FCT will recognize the actual Total Projeet Costs, dehined in Rule 9K-4.002(31),
F.AC, for acquisition of the Project Site. The Total Project Costs will be reflected on a grant
reconciliation statement prepared pursuant to paragraph 10 below. The FCT will participate in
the land cost at cither the actual purchasce price, or the Maximum Approved Purchase Price based
on appraisal reports that comply with requirements set forth in Rule 9K-6.007, F.A.C., whichever
is less, and multiplicd by the pereent stated in paragraph 7 above.

9. The FCT Governming Body has given Conceptual Approval for funding to acquire
the entire Project Site identified in the FCT Recipient’s application #98-054-P8A. The FOT
Governing Body reserves the right to withdraw the FCT award it the acreage that comprises the
Project Site is reduced so that the objectives of the acquisition cannot be achieved.  Request for
modification of the boundary of the Project Site identified in the FCT Recipient's application
#98-054-PSA may be considered by the FCT Governing Body  following the procedures for
submission and review of boundary modification requests set forth in Rule 9K-4.0105, . A.C.

10. The FC'F funds shall be delivered either in the form of eligible Project Costs
prepaid by FC'T to vendors or in the torm of a State of Florida warrant to the FC'T Recipient.
FCT award funds shall only be delivered alter FCT approval of the Project Plan and terms off
the acquisition of the Project Site. FCT will prepare a grant reconciliation statement prior to the
reimbursement that will evidence the amount of local match, if any is required, provided by the
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FFCT Recipient. Cash expended by the FCT for cligible Project Costs incurred by the FCT will
be recognized as part of the FCT grant award amount on the grant reconciliation statement.

11. The FCT Recipient's local match, if any is required, shall be delivered either in the
form of eligible Project Costs prepaid to vendors by the FCT Recipient; purchase priec paid to
Seller; or eligible documnented donation by Seller of land value. The cash cxpended by the FCT
Recipient for eligible Project Costs incurred by the FCT Recipient will be recognized as part ol
the local match, if any is required, on the grant reconciliation statement preparcd pursuant to
paragraph 10 above. In the event FCT Recipient's application #98-054-P8A represents that land
preacquired or land value donated by the Seller is the source of local match, if any is required, the
value attributed to the land value local match for reimbursement shall be determined afier an
appraisal report that complics with the procedures and requirements set forth in Rule 9K-6.007,
F.A.C. Such appraisal rcport shall be subject to review and approval by FCT prior to FCT funds

being delivered for the project.

12, The FCT Goveming Body adopted the Preservation 2000 Program Approved List
of Complete Applications for Series PS§A Funding Cycle on May 18, 1998, at which time the
Project Site became part of a list of lands that were approved for consider:* n for land
acquisition. 1f action initiated by the FCT Reeipicut that is the local govemment having
Jurisdiction over the Project Site, subsequent to May 18, 1998, results in a
governmentally-derived higher value due to an enhaneed highest and best use, the FCT
acquisition activities will be terminated unless the scller agrees that the appraisal will be done at
the highest and best use of the Project Site on or before May 18, 1998.

13. E . I Recipient hereby notifies the I'C'T that the following local governiment
cmployee or official is the authorized key contact, or project manager, on behalf of the FCT
Recipient for purposes of coordinating project activities for the duration of the project:

Name: Kurt G. Gremley

Title: ELAPP Acquisition Manager

Address:__P. 0. Box 1110 (601 E. Kennedy Blvd., 23rd Floor)
Tampa, Florida 33601

Phone: (813)272-5810 Fax: (813)272-5597

The FCT Recipient must notify the FCT as to any change in the authorization of the key
contact on behalf of the FCT Recipient named above. This notification must be made in writing
to the Exccutive Director and signed by the appropriate local government employece, official or
authorized representative named in paragraph 11L.6.d. below.

14. This Agrecment may be amended at any time prior to FCT giving Project Plan
approval to the FCT Recipient. Any amendment must be set forth in a written instrument and
i d to v both Recipient 77" “schamendn  ~ ' ' become 2 nart of this

Agreement.
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I1. AFFIRMATIONS, ANNUAL REPORF, AUTHORIZED EXECUTOR AND FEIN

By execution of this Agreement, the FCT Recipient affinms that:

l. the FCT Recipient reaffirms the representations made in FCT Application
#98-054-P8A

2. the FCT Recipient shall, on the anmiversary date of the approval of the Project
Plan by the FCT Governing Body, prepare and submit to FCT an annual report as required by

Rule 9K-4.013, F.A.C,;

3. the FCT Recipient authorizes local govermmnent employee, official or authorized
) e "in ** is paragraph to exccute all documents in connection with this project
on behalf of the FCT Recipient, including but not limited to the Conceptual Approval Agrecient
or any addenda thereto, grant rceonciliation statement, statements submitted as a part of the
Project Plan, and Grant Award Agreement pursuant to Rule 9K-6.014(6), F.A.C,;

Name: dJan Platt or Chris Harl
Title: Chairman Vice Chairman

Address: _P. 0. Box 1110
Tampa, Florida 33601

Fhone: (813) 272-5730 Fax:__ (813) 272-7053

The FCT Recipient must notify the FCT as to any change in the authorization of the key
contact on behalf of the FCT Recipient named above. This notification must be made in writing
to the Executive Dircctor and signed by the appropriate local government employee, official or
authorized representative,

4, the FCT Recipient hercby notifies the FCT that the FCT Recipient’s Federal
Employer ldentification Number is _ 58-60000-661

Il.  PROJECT PLAN APPROVAL

1. Prior to {inal disbursement of award funds by FCT, the FCT Recipient must
prepare a Project Plan that complies with Rule 9K-4.011, F.A.C. This Project Planisa
comptlation of the following iterns listed below, which must be reviewed and approved by FCT
in a meeting of the FCT Governing Body. In the cvent that the FCT Recipient is a partnership,
the FCT Recipient must also provide FCT with the mterlocal agreement that sets forth the
relationship among the partners and the fiscal and management responsibilities and obligations
incurred by each partner for the Project Site as a part of its Project Plan.
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The Project Plan shalf include, and shall not be considered by FCT unless it includes all of the
following docutnents to be reviewed and approved by FCT to ensure that the interest of the State
of Florida will be protected:

a. A statement that the acquisition activities were conducted consistent with
cither Rule 9K-6.004(3){d)(1) or (2), F.A.C., whichever applics.

b. The following closing documents associated with the preacquired
parcel(s):
(1) A cuopy(s) of the real estate contract for sale and purchasc of the
Project Site between FCT Recipient and William A. Read and BRCO, Inc. (insert name
of Seller{s]).

(2) A copy(s) of Buyer and Seller closing statements for the purchasc
of the Project Site.

(3) A copy(s) of the recorded deed(s) evidencing conveyance of title to
the  Project Site to the FCT Recipient.

4) Certified survey(s) of the Project Site that incets the requirements
of Rule 9K-6.006, F.A.C., and dated within 90 days of the date of acquisition of Project Site by
FCT Recipient.

5) Appraisal report(s) prepared for the FCT Recipient's acquisition of
the Project Site that complies with the requirctnents of Rule 9K-6.007, F.A.C.; said appraisal
repori(s) must be delivered to IFCT in sufficient time for the review deseribed in Section L1 1.
abovc to be fully concluded before delivery of FCT funds.

(6) A copy(s) of the title insurance policy(s) evidencing marketable
title in FCT Recipient to the Project Site and effective the date of acquisition of the Project Site
by the FCT Recipient, including a statement from the title insurer as to the minimum
promuligated rate if premium was paid by FCT Recipient, and all documents referenced in the
title policy.

(N Environmental site assessment(s) of the Project Site cerlified to the
IFCT Recipient, which meets the standards and requirements of the FCT Recipient, and with a
date of certification within 45 days before the date of acquisition of the Project Site by FCT
Recipient, together with the statement required by Rule 9K-6.012(4), F.A.C.

c. A management plan that complies with the following: written according
to™ it * 7 (FCT Technical Assistance Bulletin #2--Writing a Management Plan), which is
at 1 hereto and incorporated herein by reference; acc |, able to FCT; addresses the criteria
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and conditions set forth in Section [V, V. VI VI and VI hereinbelow: and, at a mimimum, scts
forth how the site will be managed to finther the purpose ol the pro ¢, containg a description of
all planned improvements to the Project Site, wdentifies the costs of management and site
improvement and funding sources, and identifies the management entity and its funding source.

ifthe FCT Recipient is not the proposed managing entity, the Project Plan must also include a
signed agreement between the FCT Recipient and the managing entity stating the managing
cntity's willingness to manage the site. the manner in which the site will be managed to further
the purpose(s) ot the project, and identitication of the source of funding for management.

d. A statement of the Total Project Cost, including all non-recurring costs of
project development.

3 A statement ot the amount of the award being requested trom FCT.

f. A statement from cach FCT Recipient i whose jurisdiction the Project
Site 18 located that the Project Plan is consistent with the local comprehensive plan.

2. Evidence that conditions imposed as a part of the Conceptual Approval
Agreement have been satisfied.

h. An affidavit from the FCT Recipient evidencing that after conducting a
dihigent scarch, the FCT Recipient, to the best ol its knowledge, represents that there are no
existing or pending violations of any local, state, regional and federal laws and regulations on the
Project Site.

2. The FCT strongly encourages the FCT Recipient to request a courtesy review of
its entire Project Plan, but especially its management plan, well in advance of the meeting of the
IFCT Governtng Body where the Project Plan will be considered for approval and funds will be
authorized for disbursement. As a part of its duties to the FCT Governing Body, FCT Staff will
make a recomniendation of approval of complete and accurate Project Plans or disapproval of
incomplete or insufficient Project Plans. 1°CT Recipient is strongly urged to coordinate with the
FCT staff in order that the FCT review of the management plan coincides with the anticipated
FCT Governing Body approval.

3 Pursuant to 9K-4.011(2)(h), F.A.C., FCT shall withhold Project Plan approval if
the local comprehensive plan{s) of the FCT Recipient or the FCT Recipient's partner is, for any
reason, found not in compliance by the Department after conceptual approval has been granted
by FCT, unless the FCT Recipient has executed a Compliance Agreement (formerly called a
stipulated settlement agreement) with the Departinent to resolve all of the i1ssues raised by the
Department in 2 statement of intent to find a plan not in compliance 1ssued pursuant to Scction
163.3184(8), I'.S.
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-+ Pursuant to Rule 9K-4.010¢3), IF°.A.C, the FCT shall publish a Notice of Approval
fo 1 aton 2000 Funds o the Florida ddninistrative Heekl that shall Tist cach Project
Plan that has received approval for funding and the amount of funding approved. Any person
with a substantial interest that is or may be determined by the decision of the FO'T to reject or
approve the Project Plan may request an adiunistrative proceeding pursuant to Section 120057,
E.S. within 21 days from publication of the Notice ol Approval for Preservation 2000 Funds.
Reimbursement of costs of acquisition of the Project Site may only take place after expiration of
the 21-day notice penod, so long as no requests for an admnmstrative proceeding have been filed.

1v, PROJECT SITE ACQUISITION REQUIREMENTS IMPOSED BY CHAPTER
259, CHAPTER 375, AND CHATTER 380, PART 1L, F.S.

FOT RECIPIENT AGRIEEES AS FOLLOWS:

l. FFCT shall approve the terms under which the interest in fand was acquired,
pursuant to Scction 380.510(3), F.S. Such approval is decimed given when the FCT governing
body approves the Project Plan containing a copy of the document vesting title to the Project
Site in the FCT Recipient.

2. Title to the Project Site shall be titled in the FCT Recipient.

subject 1o such covenants and restrictions as are. al a minimum, sufficient o ensure that the use
of the Project Site at all times complies with Scction 375.045 and 375.051, F.S.; Scetion 9,
Article XH of the State Constitution; the applicable bond indenture under which the Bonds were
issued; and any provision of the Internal Revenue Code or the regulations promulgated
thereunder that pertain to tax exempt bonds and shall contain clauses providing for the
conveyance of title to the Project Site in the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust
tund upon failure to use the Project Site conveyed thereby for such purposes. Such covenants
and restrictions as are described in this paragraph shall be in the form of a Grant Award
Agreement, prepared by FCT, executed by the parties to the Conceptual Approval Agreement
and recorded at the time of reimbursement for acquisition of the Project Site. The recordable
Grant Award Agreement shall restate the conditions that were placed on the Project Site at the
time of project selection and initial grant approval. All statements contained in the recordable
Grant Award Agreement are contained in this Conceptual Approval Agreement, with the
exception of statements that do not survive the reimbursement for the acquisition of the Project
Site.

3 [ach parcel to which the FCT Recipient acquires title in the Project Site shall be

4, The Grant Award Agreement contaming such covenants and restrictions as
referenced in paragraph 3 above and describing the real property subject to the Agreement shall
be exccuted by the FCT and FCT Recipient at the time of the reimbursement for the Project Site
and shall be recorded in the county in which the Project Site is located.
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5. it any essential term or condition ol the Grant Award Agreement 1s violated. and
the FCT Recipient does not correct the violation within 30 days of written notice of violation,
ttle to all interest in the Project Site shall be conveyed to the Board of Trustees of the Internal
Improvement Trust Fund. The Grant Award Agreement referenced m paragraph 3 above shall
set forth the executory interest ot the Board of Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust FFund.

0. The mterest acquired by the FC'I Recipient in the Project Site shall not serve as
sceurity tor any debt of the FFCT Recipient.

7. If the existence of the FCT Recipient terminates for any reason, title to all imterest
i real property it has acquired with the FCT award shall be conveyed or revert to the Board of
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Trust Fund, unless FCT negotiates an agreement with
another local government or nonprolit organization which agrees to accept title to all interest in
and to manage the Project Site.

8. The Project Site shall be managed only for the conservation, protection and
enhancement of natural resources and for public outdoor recreation that is compatible with the
conservation, protection and enhancement of the Project Site, along with other related uses
necessary for the accomplishment of this purpose. The proposed uses for the Project Site must
be specifically designated in the management plan approved by the FCT as a part of the Project
Plan.

V. OBLIGATIONS OF THE FCT RECIPIENT AS A CONDITION OF PROJECT
FUNDING

[ Following the acquisition of the Project Site, the FCT Recipient shall ensure that
the future land use designation assigned to the Project Site is for a category dedicated to open
space, conservation, or outdoor recreation uses as appropriate. [ an amendment to the FCT
Recipient's comprehensive plan is required, the amendment shall be proposed at the next
comprehensive plan amendment cycle available to the FCT Recipient subsequent to the Project
Site's acquisition.

2. FCT Recipient shall ensure, and provide evidence thereot to FCT, that all
activities under this Agreement comply with all applicable local, state, regional and federal laws
and regulations, including zoning ordinances and the applicable adopted and approved
comprehensive plan. Evidence shall be provided to FCT that all required licenses and permits
have been obtained prior to the commencement of any construction.

3. The FCT Recipient shall, through its agents and employees, prevent the
unauthorized usc of the Project Site or any use thercof not in conformity with the management
plan approved by the I'CT as a part of the Project Plan,
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4. FCT staff or its duly authorized representatives shall have the right at any time to
inspect the Project Site and the operations of the FO'I" Recipient at the Project Site.

5. All buildings, structures, improvements, and signs shall require the prior written
approval of FCT as to purposce. Further, tree removal, other than nen-native species, and major
land alterations shall require the written approval of FCT. The approvals required from FCT
shall not be unreasonably withheld by FCT upon sufficient demonstration that the proposed
structures, butldings, improvements, signs, vegetation removal or land alterations will not
adversely impact the natural resources of the Project Site. The approval by FCT of the FCT
Recipient's management plan addressing the items mentioned herein shall be considered written
approval from FCT.

V1 OBLIGATIONS OF THE FCT RECIPIENT RELATING TO THE USE OF
BOND PROCEEDS

1. FCT 18 authorized by Sections 375.045(4) and 380.510(7)a) and (b), F.S., to
impose conditions for funding on FC'T Recipient in order to ensure that the project comphies with
the requirements for the use of Preservation ~)00 Bond proceeds including without Inmitation the
provisions of the Internal Revenue Code and the regulations promulgated thercunder as the same
pertain to tax exempt bonds.

2 If the Project Site is to remain subjeet, after its acquisition by the FCT Recipient
and/or the Trustees, to any of the below histed transactions, events, and circumstances, the FOT
Rectpient shall provide at least 60 days advance written notice of any such transactions, events,
and circumstances to FCT, and shall provide to FCT such information with respect thereto as
FCT reasonably requests in order to evaluate the legal and tax consequences of such activity or
interest. FCT Recipient agrees and acknowledges that the following transactions, events, and
circumstances may be disallowed on the Project Site as they may have negative legal and tax
conscequences under Florida linw and federal income tax faw. The FCT Recipient further agrees
and acknowledges that the following transactions, events, and circumstances may be allowed up
to a certain extent based on guidelines or tests outlined in the Federal Private Activity regulations
of the Internal Revenue Service:

i any sale or lease of any interest in the Project Site to any person or
organization;

b. the operation of any coneession on the Project Site by any person or
organization;

C. any sales contract or option to buy things attached to the Project Site to be

severed from the Project Site, with any person or organization;

d. any usc of the Project Site by any person other than in such person's
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capacily as a meimber of the general public:

¢ any change i the character or use of the Project Site from that use
expected at the date of the issuance ol any series of bonds trom which the disbursement is to be
made;

. a management contract of the Project Site with any person or organization;
ar

i such other activily or interest as may be specified from time to time in

writing by IF'C'T o the FCT Recipient.
The foregoing are collectively referred o as the "Disallowable Activities.”
VII.  IHMSALLOWABLLE ACTIVITIES/REMEDIES

[n the event that FCT determines at any time or trom time to time that the FCT Recipient
is engagang or allowing others o engage in Disallowable Activitics on the Project Site, the FCT
Recipient agrees to immediately cease or cause the cessation of the Disallowable Activity upon
receipt of written notice from the FCT. To the extent allowed by law, FCT Recipient hereby
imdemnifies and agrees to hold FCT harmless from all ¢laims, causes of action or damages of any
nature whatsoever arising from or with respect to Disallowable Activities on the Project Site.
Naothing herein shall be deemied a waiver of the FCT Recipient’s sovercign immunity. In addition
to all other rights and remedics at law or in cquity, FCT shall have the right to temporary and
permanent injunctions against FCT Recipient for any Disallowable Activity on the Project Site.

DELEGATIONS AND CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THLE FCT
RECIPIENT AND OTHER GOVERNMENTAL BODIES, NOT FOR PROFIT ENT. 4., OR
NON GOVERNMENTAL PERSONS FOR USE OR MANAGLEMENT OF TIHE PROJECT
SITE WIHLL IN NO WAY RELIEVE THE FCT RECIPIENT OF THE RESPONSIBILITY TO
ENSURLE THAT THLE CONDITIONS IMPOSED HEREIN ON THE PROJECT SITE AS A
RESULT OF UTILIZING BOND PROCEEDS TO ACQUIRE THL PROJECT SITE ARL
FULLY COMPLIED WITH BY THE CONTRACTING PARTY.
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VI, CONDITIONS PARTICULAR TO THE PROJECT SITE THA'T MUST BI
ADDRESSED IN THE MANAGEMENT PLAN

The management plan for the Project Site 1s mentioned throughout this Agreciment, and ts
particularly described in Paragraph 1.0, of Section Hi above. In addition to the various
conditions already described in this Agreement, which apply to all sites acquired with FCT funds,
the management plan shall address the following conditions that are particular to the Project Site
and result from cither representations made in the application that received scoring points or
observations made by the FCT statt during the site visit described in Rule 9K-4.010(2)(1),
IFAC:

l. Outdoor recrcational facilities including nature trails, parking arca, and scenic overlooks
shall be provided. The facilities shall be developed in a manner that allows the general public
reasonable access for observation and appreciation of the natural resources on the Project Site
without causing harm to those resources.

2. A permanent recognition sign shall be maintained in the entrance arca of the Project Site.
The sign shall acknowledge that the Project Site is open to the public and was purchased with
funds from the Florida Communitics Trust Preservation 2000 Program and the Recipient. Such
recognition shall also be included in all printed literature and advertising associated with the
Project Site,

KN A survey of the vegetative communities and plant species on the Project Site shall be
conducted. The survey shall be used during development of the site to ensure the protection,
restoration, and preservation of the natural resources on the Project Site.

4. The vegetative communities that oceur on the Project Site shall be preserved and
appropriately managed to ensure the long-term viability of these communities,

5. The Project Site shall be managed in a manner that protects and enhances habitat for
Listed wildlife species that utilize or could potentially utilize the Project Site. The development
ol the management plan shall be coordinate with the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commtssion to
cnsure the protection of listed speeies and listed species habitat. Periodic surveys shall be
conducted of listed species using the Project Site. Informational signs relating to the protection
ol listed animal species and their habitat shall be installed on the Project Site.

0. Adpacent development activities shall be monitored through the development review and
approval process to ensure that such activitics do not negatively eftect the resources on the
Project Site. Measures such as vegetated butfers, site design, height Limitations, cte., shall be
implemented as necessary to ensure that resources and planned outdoor recreation activities on
the project site are sufficiently protected from the adverse unpacts of adjacent land uscs.
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7. A preseribed burn plan shall timp  nented fortl serub community. Ay ation
analysis of the remainder of the Project Site shall be performed to determine which arcas of the
Project Site need a preseribed burning regime implemented to maintain natural fire-dependent
vegetative communitics. The development of a prescribed burn plan shall be coordinate with
Division of Forestry and Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission, A fire line shall be
developed between the adjacent residential development and the Project Site.

8. An ongomg monitoring and control program for invasive vegetation including exotic
{non-native) and nuisance native plant species shall be implemented at the Project Site. The
objective of the control program shall be the elimination of invasive exotic plant species and the
maintenance of a diverse association of native vegetation. The FCT Recipient shall reference the
Exotic Pest Plant Council's List of Florida's Most Invasive Species to assist in identifying
invasive exotics on the Project Site.

9. A feral animal removal program shall be developed and implemented for dogs, cats,
ducks, hogs, and other non-native wildlife that may be found on the Project Site.

10, The preparation of the management plan shall coordinate with the Department of
Environmental Protection and the Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission.

11 Prior to the commencement of any proposed development activities, measures will be
taken to determine the presence of any archacological sites. All planned activities involving
known archacological sites or potential site arcas shall be closely coordinated with the
Department of State, Division of Historical Resources in order to prevent the disturbance of
significant sites.

[2. The parking facilities shall be located and designed o have minimal impacts on natural
resources on the Project Site. The parking arca shall incorporale pervious material wherever
feasible.

13. Bicycle aceess to the Project Site shall be promoted as an alternative to automobile
transportation by providing bicycle parking stands.

14, The Project Site shall be incorporated into the overall management program for the
Hillsborough County Greenway network and shall be protected and managed as part of linked
conservation and recreational lands,

5. The requirements tmposed by other grant program funds that may be sought by the FCT
Recipient for activities associated with the Project Site shall not contlict with the terms and
conditions of the FCT award.
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LTPEMTIX C
State Substantive Laws (Crimes) and County . rdinances/
Comprehensive Plan Sections.
Related to Preserve Management
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A\

State Substantive Laws {(Cnimey)

Ch. 810

B10.06 Possession of burglary tools. —
Wheever has in his possession ony tool,
machtie, or implement with intent to use
the samne, or ullow the same to be used, to
commit any burglary or treapass shall be
guilty of & felony of the third degree,
puntshable ua provided in §775.082,
§775.083, or §775.084.

810.07 rima facie evidence of intent. - -

(1) In u trial on the charge of burglavy,
prool of the entering of auch atructure or
conveyance at any time stealthily and
without consent of the owner aor accupant
thereof i prima [acie evidence of entering
with intent to commit an offense. )

(2) In a trial on the charge of attempted
burglary, proofof the attempt to enter such
structure or conveyance at any time
stealthily and without the cansent of the
owner or occupant thereof is prima facie
2vidence of attempting to enter with intent
to commit an offense.

810.08 Trespays in structure or con-
/eyance. —

(1) Whoever, without being authorized,
licenged, or invited, willfully enters or re-
Inains in any atructure or conveyance or,
having been authorized, licensed, or in-
wited i3 warned by the owner or lessee of
the premises, or by a person authorized by
the owner or lessee, to depart and refuses
to do so, commits the offense of trespass in
astructure or conveyance.

(ZMa) Except a3 otherwise provided in
this subsection, trespass in a stricture or
conveyamce is a misdemeanor of the second
degree, punishable ns provided in
£775.082 §75.083, or §775.084.

{b)1fthere1s a human being in the struc-
ture or conveyance at the time the offender
treapassed, attempted to trespass, or wasgin
the structure or conveyance, the trespassin
n structure or conveyance i3 a misde-
meanor of the first degree, punishable as
provided in §775.082, §775.083, or
§775.084.

(c) If the offender js armed with a
forearm or other dangerous weapon, or
arms himself with such while in the stiuc:
ture or conveyance, the trespass in a stouc:
ture or conveyance is a felony of the third
degree  pnnishable as nrovided in

82, D83, _ TH.OB4. Any

[

owner or person authorized by the owner
may, {or prosecution purposes, take into
custody and detain, in a reasonably man-
ner, for a reasonable length of time, any
persaon when he reasonably believes that
a violatinn of this paragraph has been or
is being commntted, and he reasonably
belicves that the person to be taken into
custody and detained has committed or is
committing such violation. In the event a
person is taken into custody, a law en-
furcement officer shall be catled as soon
as is practicable after the person has been
taken into custody. The taking into
custody and detention by such person, if
done in compliance with the requirements
of this paragraph, shall not render such
person criminally or civilly liable for false
arrest, false imprisonment, or unlawful
duetention.

810.09 Trespass on pmpert)' other than
slructure or conveyance. —

(1) Whoever, without being authorized,
licensed, or invited, willfully enters upon
or remains tn any property other than a
atructiure or conveyance as to which notice
againdt entering or remaining is given, ei-
ther by actual commmunication to the of-
fenderor by posting, fencing, or cultivation
03 deacribed in §810.011 commits the of-
fense of trespass on pruperty other than a
atructure or conveyance.

(2)(a) Except as provided in this subsec-
tion, trespass on property other than a
atructure or conveyance is B misdemeanor
of the first degree, punishable as provided
in §775.082 or §775.083.

(b) If the offender defies an order to leave,
personaily communicated to him by the
awner of tie premises ve by an authosized
person, or if the offender willfuliy opens
any door, fence, or gate or does any act
which exposes animals, crops, or other
property to waste, destruction, or freedom;
or trespasses on property other than n
stnicture or conveyance, he is guilty of a}
misdemeaner of the first degree, punish-
able as provided in §775.082,§775.083, or
§775.084. .

(e), it thetoffendery: dg: annednthh_.m
wflrearm; oromer;}langemusma .
L,the commlsslon QUhE..OffenseJ)Q. ]

3 _;on property. otheqthan a smxcmm,.o
T Neypace "he.rla#gull tys ofygafelony;o

‘third'de_ &punishable’as provided
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Ch. 810

§775.082, §775.083, or §775.081. Any
owner or person authonzed by the owner
may, for prosecution purpases, take into
custady and detain, in a reasonably man-
ner, for a reasonable length of time, any
person when he reasonably believes that
a violation of this paragraph has been or
i3 being committed, and he reasonably
helieves that the persun to be taken into
custody and detained has committed or is
comgmitting such violatioa. [n the event a
person is taken into custody, a law en-
forcement officer shall be called us svon
aj is practicable after the person b been
taken into custody., The taking into
custady and detention by such person, if
done in compliance ®ith the requirements
al this paragraph, shall not render such
person criminally or civilly Hable for [alse
arrest, false imprisonment, or ‘untawful
detention.

{d) The offender shall be guilty of a lel-
ony of the third degree punishable as pro-
vided in §775.082, §775.083 or §775.084, 1[
the pmoperty trespassed is a construction
gite that ig legally posted and ideatitied in
substantinlly the following manner: This
area is a designated canstruction site and
anyone trespussing on this property upun
conviction shall be jruilty of a felony.

B10.10 Posted land; remuving notices un-
lawful; penalty. —

(1) It i3 unlawful for any persan to
wilfully remove, destroy, mutilate or com-
mitany act designed to remove, mutilate or
reduce the legibility or effectivenessof uny
posted notice placed by the owner, tenant,
lessea, or occupant of fegally enclozed ors
legally posted Jund pursuant to any law of
this state for the purpose of legally enclos-
ing the same.

(2) Any person violating the provisions
of this section shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor of the second degree, punishable ns
provided in §775.082 or §775.083.

B10.11 Placing signs adjacent to high-
woys; penalty, —

(1) All persons are prohibited from plac-
ing, posting, or erecting signa upon lund or
upon trees upon land adjacent to or adjoin-
ing all public highwaya of the state, with-
outthe written consentofthe ownerot such
1 0, n

or agent of such owner.

State Subatantive Laws {Qﬂzgﬁ)

(£) Every person convicted of a violution
of thig section shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor of the second degree, punishable ag
provided in §775.082 or §775.083.

810G.115 {njurlng
fenced. —

Whoever willlully and maliciously
breaks down, mars, injures, defaces, culs,
or otherwise creates or causes to be
created an opening, gap, interruption, or
breale in any fence, or any part thereof,
belonging to ar enclosing land not his own,
or whoever causes to be broken down,
marred, injured, defaced, or cut any fence
belonging o or enclosing land nut his own,
shal be guilty of misdemeanor of the [irst
deygree, puanishable as provided in
§775.082, §775.083, or §775.084, and the
court may reqitire full compansation to the
owner of such fence for any and all
damages or losses resulting directly or in-
directly from such act gr commission pu-
suant to §775.089.

fireaklng or

810,12 Unauthorized entry on land;
prima fucie evidence of trespass. —

{1) The unauthorized entry by any per-
son into or upen any enclosed and posted
innd shall be prima facie evidence of the
intention ol such person to commit un act of
trespass.

(2) The act of entry upon enclosed and
posted land without permission of the
owner of sald land by any workman, ser-
vant, employee or agent while actually en-
gaged in the performance of his work or his
duties incident to such employment and
while ander the supervision, ditcction or
through the procurement of any other per.
son acting o4 supervisor, foreman, em-
ployer, principal, or in any other capacity,
shall be prima facie evidence of the caus-
ing, and of the procurement ol such act by
the supervisor, foreman, employer, prin-
cipul or other person.

{3) The act committed by uny person or
persong of taking, transporting, operating
or driving, or the act of permitting or con-
senting to the taking or trunsperting of
any machine, tool, motor vehicle or dralt
anitnal into or upon any enclosed and
pusted Vond without the nermission of the

awnero  oid land by ynot
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IV. Godl,
Objectives,
and Policies

Goal: Preserve, conserve, restore, and appropriately manage the natural resources of
Hillsborough County and to maintain or enhance environmental quality for present an
future generations.

Air Taality

Issue: Air quality in the Tampa Bay region, including Pinellas and Hillsborough Counties
in particular, is degraded and in need of improvement relative to certain air pollutants.
Hillsborough County is currently designated as a non-attainment arca for ozone, meaning
that national and state ambient air quality standards for that pollutant have not been
attained. Automobile ermissions constitute the most substantial and problematic source of
air pollution in the county. However, point source emissions, primarily power plants,
also contribute significantly to air pollution. Future growth in the county will add
automobile traffic, as well as increase the demand for electric generating facilities. Both
more stringent regulations and better compliance with existing regulations are nee  2d to
improve and safeguard our air quality.

The Environmental Protection Commission of Hillsborough County (EPC) is the local
environmental regulatorv agency charged with enforcing air quality regulations
throughout Hillsborough County. Through interlocal agreement with the Florida
Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP), to which the Environmental Protection
Agency has delegated enforcement of the Federal Clean Air Act, the EPC procr '
enforces Florida Department of Environmental Protection's air quality permits. The EPC
alsc implements its own programs, such as regulation of open burning to ensure that
burning does not add to air quality problems during periods of air stagnation or
temperature Inversions.

The EPC was created by Florida Statute, and is not admirustered by, nor directly
responsible to, the Board of County Commissioners or the County Administrator. For
that reason, language in this Plan does not mandate the EPC to implement the Plan’s
provisions, but rather sceks a cooperative assoclation between the County and the EPC to
ensure that the Plan is implemented and enforced.

Objective 1: Hillsborough County shail take the appropriate steps to reach and maintain

with all ne nb roaality standards. 1choste, sy
include coordinating with the state and adjacent communitios, promoting clean fuels and
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species have declined dramatically. Advandng urbanization has so increased property
values in outlying areas that it is becoming increasingly difficult to publicly purchase
lands necessary to protect wildlife habitat. The Comprehensive Plan identifies the
following types of environmentally sensitive arcas and calls for their protection:
Conservation Areas, which ir 'u ' : freshwater marshes, wet prairies, hardwood swamps,
cypress swamps, natural shorelines (other than beaches and dunes), Class Il Waters, and
significant wildlife habitat; and Preservatton Areas, which indude coastal marshes,
mangrove swamps, marine grassbeds, natural beaches and dunes (coastal strand), Class I
and II Waters, aquatic preserves, essential wildlife habitat for threatened and endangered
species and species of special concern (listed species), and State wilderness areas.

The most recent additions to the Environmentally Sensitive Areas definition are
significant wildlife habitat and essential wildlife habitat. These areas were added when
the Plan was updated in 1989, Significant wildlife habitat is defined in this Plan as
contiguous stands of natural plant communities which have the potential to support
healthy and diverse wildlife populations. Essential wildlife habitat is land that supports
listed spedies, whether or not the land is significant wildlife habitat or is part of a natural
plant community or other natural system. Listed species are plant or animal species in
Hillsborough County that are listed as Endangered, Threatened, or a Species of Special
Concern by a state or federal wildlife agency. (See definition of listed species)

The County's program to protect significant and essential includes development
regulation, land acquisition, habitat management, and education. The County also
cooperates with and secks assistance from state and federal wildlife agencies to protect
wildlife resources.

Objective 13: The County shall protect significant wildlife habitat, and shall prevent any
further net loss of essential wildlife habitat in Hillsborough County.

Policy 13.1:
The County shall continue to implement a local wildlife and wildlife habitat
protection and management program to protect significant and essential wildlife
habitat, and shall coordinate with state and federal wildlife programs.

Policy 13.2:
The County shall maintain and update its map of natural plant communities that
potentially provide significant wildlife habitat and wildlife corridors in Hillsborough
County. The Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission's natural systems and
land use cover inventury shall serve as the basis for this map. Areas of sigrdficant
wildlife habitat shall be indicated as environmentally sensitive areas on the Future
l.and Use Plan Map.
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Prc® ‘ion "~ e imp'- t: " nof recovery programs for listed smecies-occurrir™ in

Hil. . _.rough County.

Policy 14.4:
The County shall request the technical assistance of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission in conducting inventories of listed in Hillsborough County.

“olicy 14.5:
The County shall cooperate with appropriate federal, state and local agencies and
governments in protecting the West Indian manatee, and restoring its habitat, and
shall not permit development or activites inconsisterit with established laws and
procedures to protect and restore manatee habitat.
r—égjective 15: The County shall minimize the spread of exotic nuisance species and shall
incorporate programs to control such spedies into the management plans for County-
owned lands, with the objective of a 90 percent reduction of exotic nuisance plants from
previously uncontrolled levels. The County shall conserve and use, and shall continue to
require the conservation and use of native plant species in the developed landscape. The
County shall also continue to protect lands designated Conservation and Preservatioﬂ
LEeas within pending and approved development projects.

Policy 15.1:
The County shall assist the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer
vices, the Southwest Florida Wa Management District ar  the Florida
Department of Envirc mental Protection in eliminating exotic nuisance plant species
{e.g. punk tree, Brazilian pepper).

Policy 15.2:
The County shall continue to require the conservation of trees and existing native
vegetation and the use of xeriscape principles and native plants in the landscaping of
new development projects.

Policy 15.3:
The County shall continue to maintain and distribute information about
recommended xeriscape principles and native plants and other educational matertais
tc increase public awareness of the need to reduce the use of potable water for
irrigation and to provide habitat for wildlife in the developed landscape.

Policy 15.4:

The County shall continue to require the conservation of trees and existing native
vegetation in new development projects
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and essential wildlife habitat have been identified for preservation and improved public
and private management. The County's ELAP Program needs to be continued and other
protection and management options utilized.

r—(—)_l—Jjective 16: By 1995, the acreage of publicly-owned or otherwise protected (through
private ownership} natural preserve lands in the County shall be increased by at least
15,000 acres (which is approximately 50% more than 1988 acreage). The County shall seek
to continue increasing the acreage of natural preserve lands and to ensure their protection

ﬂd proper use.

Policy 16.1:
The County shall continue to implement the Environmental Lands Acquisition and
Protection Program, at funding levels equal to or greater than the current fundinyg
__level of one-quarter mill.

Policy 16.2:
The County shall use the natural systems and land use cover inventory o help
identify lands suitable for protection through public acquisition under the
Environmental Lands Acquisiton and Protection Program or through alternative
mear in 'iding private management.

Policy 16.3:
The County shall use and promote, through public awareness efforts, the use of
protection alternatives for acquiring and protecting environmental lands, including
public purchase, conservation easements, transfer or purchase of development rights,
and long-term leases. These alternatives shall be uscd to protect lands qualitying for
acquisition under the Environmental Lands Acquisition and Protection Program.

Policy 16.4:
The County shail continue to request assistance ir public acquisition of natural
preserves under federal, State and regional programs including, but not limited to,
the Preservabon 2000, Florida Communities Trust, Conservation and Recreation
Lands (CARL), and Save-Our-Rivers (SOR) programs.

Policy 16.5:
The County shall continue to manage natural resources on publicly owned County
lands in cooperation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commussion, the Florida Department of Environmental Protection, the
Southwest Florida Water Management District, the West Coast Regional Water
Supplv Authority, and the Florida Department of Apriculture and Consumer
Services, as appropriate.
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Policy 16.6:
- rs' 'l provide multiple use opportunities on County-owned natural
preserve |--ds consistent with natural resource protecton and conservation, to
provide for passive recreation, wildlife habitat, watershed protection, erosion control,
maintenance or enhancement of water quality, aquifer recharge protection, or other
such functions.

r/"”_)

Policy 16.7:
The County shall discuss with landowners the alternatives for protecting ecologically
valuable lands which have qualified for acquisition by federal, state, regional, or local
land management agencies, in an effort to discourage more intense land uses.

Policy 16.8:
Through the land use planning and development revicw processes, the County shail
restrict incompatible development activities adjacent to publicly owned or managed

natural preserves.

.

Irolicy 16.9: "
The County shall acquire, and support the acquisition of, a diversity of natural
habitat types to ensure maximal diversity of wildlite species.

Objective 17: To enhance the County's ability to qualify for matching funds from state
and regional land acquisition programs, such as Florida Communities Trust, Preservation
2000, Conservation and Recreationa! Lands, and Save Qur Rivers, the County shall
implement the following policies:

Policy 17.1:
The County shall protect natural resources, coastal resources, and outdoor

recreational areas from adverse impacts attributable to adjacent land uses.

Policy 17.2:
The County shall preserve rare and threatened vegetative communities and protect
tisted species from development.

—

Policy 17.3:
The County shall continue to seek available funding to assist the “ounty’  “orts to
protect and enhance be: " i " shoreline ecosystems.

—

Policy .. .4: —
The Countv shall seek to restore and enhance degraded natural areas on lands

restoration of shorelines and natural hvdrology, as needed

—_—

\ acquired for preservation, including removal of noxious exotics, reforesta’ m, and
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Policy 17.5:
The County 1all prote © " enhance  rface and ground water resources through
acsition, protec’” , and manag  nent of s with important water resources.

eI

Policy 17.6: '
‘The County shall seek to protect and restore aquatic vegetation in areas acquired for
preservation, including exotic weed control, and aquatic grass-bed restoration. )

areas, including water bodies.

e

Policy 17.7:
Where appropriate, the County shall enhance public access to publicly-owned natural

alicy 17.8:
e County shall nrovide appropriate outdoor recreational facilities for activities on

The County shall de appropriate outd tional facilities f tivit
lands acquired for preservation, including hiking trails, boardwalks, interpretive
picture displays, educational programs and wildlife observation areas.

natural preserves within County boundaries by implementing the following policies.

=3

Objective 18: The County shall seek to measurably improve the management of allf

Policy 18.1:
The County shall provide public education on the benefits of natural preserves to
elir \a' e problems of human intrusion into preserves designated for limited
public access. ' ‘ :

Palicy 18.2:

The County shall develop site specific management plans for all lands owned or
leased by the County and purchased under the Environmental Lands Acquisition and
Protection Program within three years of acquisition and shall review these plans
periodically to ensure compliance with the program's objectives.

SR

Policy 18.3:
During the acquisition of ecologicaily important lands, the County shall give priority
to acquiring the optimal acreage needed to maintain the integrity of the natural plant
comm ities or ecological U ts involved, and to establishing a system of
interconnected or contiguous wildlife corridors.

— 3

Policy 18.4:
The County shall enconrage private land owners to utlize muliiple-use management
techniques to provide both economic (e, cattle grazing, silviculture) and ecologica
(e, provision of wildlife habitat) benefits and shall develop a technical assistance
manual addressing such techniques.
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for ":velopments that undergo planned unit develerment review and preserve
significant environmental features or nat ' resc o fer g
regulations, provide on-site day care, provide or actively support mass transit or ride
sharing, provide for affordable housing, and/or provide other improvements that
benefit the public. The HQD process should be implemented through the inclusion
of additional policies and provisions in both the Comprehensive Plan and Land
Development Code.

Policy 19.5:
The County shall review, and amend if necessary, those land development

regulations that protect the natural environment from the adverse impacts of
development, in order to better address the cumulative impact on the environment
and shall incorporate provisions that mitigate any potentially cumulative adverse
impacts. Consideration shall indude a review of all past, present and foresecable
cumulative impacts. Past impacts shall include those that have occurred since the
County began regulating environunental impacts.

Policy 19.6:
T : County shall continue to encourage infilling and growth within identified and
environmentally acceptable ‘activity centers’, and shall discourage urban sprawl,
through the application of the Urban Services Area concept and other means.

Policy 19.7:
The County shall continue to discourage and minimize the removai of natural upland

vegetation caused by site filling and shall maintain natural drainage patterns and
water table levels, where feasible.

Policy 19.8:
The County shall identify Resource Protection Areas, as defined in the Conservation
and Aquifer Recharge Element, on the Future Land Use Map series, to the extent
practicablc. Protection of these areas is addressed in the Conservation and Aquifer
Recharge, Coastal Management, and Future Land Use Elements.

Policy 19.9:
The County shall consider the best available intormation when evaluating new fand
uses and development proposals in areas prone to sinkhole formation, induding
maps, inventories of existing sinkholes and computer-based data, and shall make this

information available to the public.
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IV. C._.ls, Obj anAd -olinie<

The Goals, Objectives and Policies presented in this chapter are the tocus of the
Recreation and Open Space Element.  They guide the County in correcting
deficiencies and addressing projected recreational demands. Additionally, the
Objectives and Policies prescribe eventual implementation mechanisms by providing
ways in which the programs and activities shall be conducted to achieve the
identified Goal.

This chapter is divided into three sections. The first section addresses the correction
ot existing deficiencies by proposing land use incentives and regulations for the
appropriate designation, conservation, improvement, and development of existing
open space and recreation areas.  The second section proposes specific work
programs that will contribute to the elimination of existing deficiencies and will also
address future needs. The third section addresses levels of service and recognizes the
need to use alternative financial techniques.

EBAL: Ensure that appropriate public parks, recreational facilities and open
spaces are available and reason: ' 'y :cessible to the public, including the elderly and
handicapped, by correcting existing deficiencies, meetir = future needs and
maintaining a feasible and adequate level of service within the Unincorporated
LLounty. :

Correcting Existing
"eficien~‘es and Preventing Future Inadequacie

ISSUE: The efficient delivery of park and recreational facilities to meet the local population’s
recreation necds is important to maintaining the quality of life in Hillsborough County. TFor
this reason, the elimination of existing deficiencics and the prevention of future inadeqguacies
niust be addressed.

OBJECTIVE 1: The County shall continue to correct existing deficiencies and prevent
future inadequacies to an efficient system of open space, park and recreational
facilities proportionately distributed to meet the needs of the population.

Policy 1.1:
Methods such as but not limited to tax incentives, density transters, impact fees,
park dedication and rational allocation ot tunds, shall be used to assist in

acquiring and developing recreational facilitios.
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Policy 1.2:
The "signation and acquisition of recreation and park sites, as well as open
space and natural reservations, shall proceed in accordance with long-range
comprehensive plans.

Poiicy 1.3:
Park and recreation lands shall be pla " for multiple usages and located in
areas most suitable to adequately satisfy the needs of the public.

Policy 1.4:
Planning of park and recreational facilities shall include protection
environmental and natural resources, energy efficiency and the orderly extension
and expansion of other public facilities and services

ot

Policy 1.5:
The County shall continue to avoid duplication or unnecessary competition of
park and recreational services within county-sponsored programs, or between
the County and other public or private organizations.

Policy 1.6:
The County shall continue to adequately supervise and maintain existing parks
and recreational facilities in a safe and aesthetically pleasing condition.

Pblicy 1.7
New developments shall continue to provide sufficient recreational facilities
through payment of established impact fees or the dedication of usable open
space to satisfy the active and passive recreational needs of tuture residents.

Policy 1.8:
Recreation and park sites shall be held inviolate against diversion to other uses
except in nstances of overriding public interest, in which case thev will be
effectively replaced.

Policy 1.9:
Recreation and open space provision shall be programmed according to
development build out densities, to provide needed recreational facilities and
open spaces concurrent with demand.

Policy 1.10:
Cluster developments shall be encouraged to preserve areas that can be used for
open space, park and recreation areas. (Note: Cross reference the Future Land
Use Element for Clustering Provisions.)

fRecreatca and Upen Space Llenwent 1
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Appropriate incentives shall be used to encourage developers to provide public
recreation facilities that follow County standards in their projects.

Policy 1.12:
The design of parks shall continue to be dictated by the topography of the site
and shall consider demographics and character of the neighborhood,
compatibility with adjacent land uses, and issues such as satety and future
maintenance of the facilities.

Policy 1.13:
The County shall continue to jointly develop parks and recreation facilities with
the cities of Tampa, Temple Terrace, Plant City, and other government ayencies
and private organizations.

ISSUE: The provision of adequate and appropriate access to open spaces, parks and recreation
facilities is vital to the improvement of the quality of life. Currently, mass transit is available
to some parks in the unincorporated County. However, a study has not yet been wunderiahen
to defermine existing access deficiencies to natural bodies of water. Use increases as the
population increases, and new development dinunishes both physical access and the amount of
open waterfront lands available for public use.

~™""~TIVE 2: The County shall continue providir * aprovements for public access
to parks and recreational facilities and waterfront lands, including beaches and
shores, by implementing the policies listed below. (Note: Policies in the Coastal
Management Element also address public access to beaches and shores.)

Policy 2.1:
The County shall use incentives, such as park imr  :t fee credits, to encourage
new development projects containing waterfront sites suitable for Countv parks,
to provide public access to the water.

Policy 2.2:
The County shall continue to provide public access to beaches, lakes and rivers.
Such access shall be designed in a manner which protects natural svstem

integrity.

Policy 2.3:
The County shall not vacate deadend roads on waterfronts and shall use these
areas for passive open space, wherever teasible.

Policy 2.4
When considering public acquisitic  of wate lands for recreational
purposes, the amount of public access shall be balanced between the adjacent
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OWI r h tov th ources, the C nty’s  osire to | ovide additic ]
recreational opportunities for the residents of the County, and the environmental
appropnateness of public access.

Policy 2.5:
The County shall include or require the inclusion of access for recreational uses
of waterfront lands during right-of-way acquisition for public facilities.

Policy 2.6:
The County shall continue to make park and recreation facilities and services
accessible to the elderly and handicapped through barrier-tree design or
modifications to existing facilities.

Policy 2.7:
The coordination of present and future recreation sites and existing and planned
transportation systems shall be continued in order to provide public accessibiiity
to all recreational sites.

Policy 2.8:
New development shall  : mpatible with the uses of adjacent public
recreational lands and, where appropriate, provide for non-vehicular access in a
manner that is safe and protects public property.

Policy 2.9:
The County shall request private land owners to allow public recreational access
to properties with resources that are considered valuable for recreation and open
space use.

Policy 2.10:
Cooperative use agreements by which to negotiate public access with non-profit,
quasi-public, or private entities shall continue to be utihized.

ISSUE: Well managed open spaces can improve the acsthetics of the living enviromment and
the quality of life of the residents of Hillsberough Countv. Although there are efforts, such as
the Envirgnmental Lands Acguisttion and Protection Program, by which the County 1=
acquiring more open spaces, the protection and management of open spaces should be gioen
more attention.

OBJECTIVE 3: The County shail provide protectton and enhancement of open spaces
by public agencies and private enterprises by implementir — the totllowing policies:

Poli " 1:
coe County, through such programs as the Environmental Lands Acquisition
and Protection Program, shall continue to identity, secure and manage open

J—
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space for the purpose of conservation, preservation, and provision ol open space
corridors and park and recreational needs.

Policy 3.2:
Acquisition of new park and recreationat lands shail be made only atter the new
land is determined to be clearly superior to other existing public lands for park
and recreation uses in the same area.

Policy 3.3:
Land development regulations shall provide specific open space definitions and
standards addressing open space landscaping , and signage which includes
protection of open spaces, and their natural vegetation and water quality.

Policy 3.4
Incentives, such as density credits, shall be used to encourage the provision ot
open space within future developed areas.

Policy 3.5:
Criteria shall be developed and used to review all proposals for development in
existing and proposed open space arcas for compatibility with the natural
setting.

Policy 3.6: .
Suitable open spaces not developed as parks shail be equipped (e.g., with
benches, picnic tables, shaded areas, etc.) to allow public use and enjoyment.

Policy 3.7:
Open spaces with unique natural features, scenic vistas, or cultural, historic and
archaeological resources shall be publicly accessible, where such access- does not
detract from or diminish the resource.

Policy 3.8:
Development of leisure facilities in environmentally sensitive open spaces shall
___ beallowed only if environmental quality is maintained or enhanced.
Policy 3.9:
Public/private beautification efforts on public property shall continue, but only
when resources are available to maintain the additional inventory.

Policy 3.10:
The Countv shall provide mtormation to private landowners about methods to
1 ainta open space, such as creation of homeowner assockations,

recreation districts and conununity development districts.
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Policy 3.11:
A men designating re- 22 "0 7 in Hillsborough County shall t - developed,
nm - tained "updated -t are identified and approved by State, regional
and local entities.

Policy 3.12:
The County, in cooperation with State, regional and local entities, shall ensure that
no actions will be taken which will impair the use of designated recreational trails.

ISSUL: The needs analysts in this Element has shown that the unincorporated County lacks
sufficient neighborhood and district park land, and that the demand for recreational facilities will
increase as population grows. The Hillsborough Greenways Master Plan provides the vision and
framework for developing a county-wide system of greenways for recreation and resource
proteciion. The development of a greenway system connecting these existing public lands where
feasible, would increase access and avalability for public use. (Appendix G contains the
conceptual basis for both the greenways plan and system.)

Although recreational needs are currently being measured cxclusively based on the adopted
standards for neighborhood, district and regional parks, standards could also be developed in the
future for open spaces as another way to address recreational dewands.  For example, these
standards may measure distance to a proximate section of the network, which, in turn, would
connect with an entire recreation system.

OL,.<I1VE 4 The County shall develop greenway system imp’ nenting the
Hill: ' brough wreenways Master Plan which identifies ways to interconnect recreation
and conservation land. ,_J

Policy 4.1: —
Where necessary to connect publicly owned recreation and conservation lands to
develop the greenway system, the County -hall encourage voluntary public
acquisition of land (by fee and less-than-fee techniques) and other voluntary
landowner participation. —

recreation, stormwater anagement and aquifer recharge areas and linking them
into the greenway system, wherever possible. B

T iy 4.2: ]
[ Public lands shall be efficiently used by combining public service activities, such as

Policy 4.3:
Connect wherever possible, recreation and conservation lands by using existing
rights-of-way, trails, and other open space corridors.

Pospeationiazeipen o Flement Ty
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Policy 7.1:
The County shall update the parks inventory, espe = "' ' concerning acreage, by
using its computerized mapping equipment for the development of a Geographic
Information System map.

Policy 7.2:
An up-to-date inventory of recreational facilities provided within the parks will be
maintained through a computerized system in order to identify capital
improvement program needs.

Policy 7.3:
The inventory of recreational facilities shall include determination of the facilities
available to the public.

OBJECTIVE 8: Public/private cooperative agreements shall continue to be used to
complement the County’s systemn of park and recreational facilitics, and to alleviate
neighborhood and district park deficiencies.

Policy 8.1:
The use of cooperative agreements with other government bodies, public and
private schools, non-profit agencies, churches and the private sector shall be
continued to assure facilities for indoor and outdoor recreational opportunities.

Policy 8.2:
A process that coordinates public and private resources shall be continued to
provide residents with a balanced program of athletic, aquatic, community
recreational and resource oriented park activities.

OBJECTIVE 9: The County sh ™ illy review Count wr { lands to determine
their suitability for open space, park or recreation fa-""ties and prioritize them for such
uses.

Policy 9.1:
The County shall explore multiple use opporturities on Countv-owned lands and
opportunities for conriections with the greenwayv system.

Policy 9.2:
Incompatible uses surrounding existing recreational sites and facilities shall be
identified, and such uses shall be eliminated or mitigated through methods such as
buifering,.

OBJECTIVE 10: The County shall provide resources that will implement its aguatic

plan to utilize water resources for active an and passive recreational activities,

Foevreation and Open Space Flement
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exp ted to be excessively depleted, or where conflicts with recreational fishiny
interc swai nt such actic

Policy 3.3:
The County shall cooperate with and assist the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in the implementation of protective
and recovery programs for the West Indian manatee, and ott " ‘ed marine species.

Objective 4: The County shall cooperate with the appropriate regulatory and
management agencies to implement comprehensive and coordinated management plans
for Tampa Bay.

Policy 4.1:
The County shall cooperate with and assist the Southwest Florida Water
Management District and the Agency on Bay Management in the implementation ot
the Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) Plan for Tampa Bay; and
shall cooperate with the Tampa Bay National Estuary Program (TBNEP) in o1 "r to
improve the biological health of Tampa ™ 1v.

Beaches and Dunes

Issue: With the exception of Egmont Key, which is under federal ownership and
management, no barrier island beaches or natural dune systems occur in Hiilsborongh
County. In its natural state, the low energy shoreline of the Tampa Bay estuary is
generally characterized by coastal marshes and mangrove swamps. Only in a few
locations do natural sandy beaches occur along Tampa Bay, and these typically do not
support major dune systems. To provide public recreational access to the Bay, man-made
beaches have been  ited * various locations. Due to the ; 'atively low wave energy
occurring in Tampa Bay, erosion of sandy . 5 has  @ner '/ not been a problem.
However, where improperly located or designed, some man ide beaches have
exhibited erosional losses. Improved design and natural stabilization of man-madc
estuarine beaches is needed.

Objective .. The County shall stabilize those man-made beaches prone to erosional
problems and shall only support development of man-made estuarine beaches in
environmentally-acceptable locations.

Policv 5.1:

sne County shall use o those beach stabilization techniques recommended by the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection.

Vg Ll R ent and Fart Element b
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approachto: on da’" g the economic benefits of growth by directing growth to
where the suppor*” g vicesexistc can @ st v

Policy D-6.1:

The County will require new development to construct facilities that are
"oversized”, if analyses of the future needs in the area of the development show a
need for oversizing to provide additional capacity in support of urban
development consistent with the future land uses in the area of the development.
A repayment mechanism shall be developed to allow for the reimbursement of
additional cost incurred by the developer as a result of oversizing improvements.
Such repayment shall be only to the extent of the incremental difference in cost
and shall be derived from other future developments in that service aren

Policy D-6.2:
Developers shall be allowed to connect to the County’s systems only atter the
developer has made provisions for all -on-site and off-site facilities, not currently
in the Capital Improvements Element, necessary to meet the development's

needs.

Policy D-6.3:
The provision and programming of needed public facilities shall consider the
needs of the tir oped urban and st 1 areas and newly developing

urb: areas.

Policy D-6.4:
CIP Supports Infill: The Capital Improvements Program will be prioritized to
first provide enhanced service for new and existing development within the
County's CIP service areas to encourage infilling prior to extending the service
area further.

Policy D-6.5:
Urban Service Area: The County Capital Improvements Program shall be
prioritized to ensure that funding is committed and financially supports planned
and programmed : * structure within the Urban Service Area.

Policy D-6.6:
Expansion Area: The County Capital Improvements Program shall ensure that
funding is committed and financiallv supports planned and programmed
infrastructure in the Expansion Area to stage new development and  to retrofit
existing development between 1996 and 2015,

Future Land Use Element "
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1.C.1.c:
County Water Systems: 124 gallons per capita per day based on the Southwest
Flortda Water Management District (SWFWMD) adjusted gross per capita
calculation, in the service area with minimum fire flow appropnate to the land
use measured in gallons per minute.

1L.C.1.d:
County Sewer Systems: 90 gallons per day per capita in the service area plus
23.8% for non-residential sewage.

1.C.1.e:
County Solid Waste Facilities:

1.C.1e.(1):
Two years of permitted landfill disposal capacity at current fill rates to be
determined annually by the Department of Solid Waste.

1.C.1.e.(2):
Ten years of available raw land for landfill disposal capacity under the control ot
the County for landfill at current fill rates to be determined annually by the

Department of Solid Waste.

1.CLE: S —

County Parks and Recreation Facilities:

1.C.1.£Q):
Regional park land = 20 acres per 1,000 population countywide.

1.C.1.£42):
District park land in the unincorporated area: = 1.8 acres per 1,000 population.

1.C.1.£.(3):
Neighborhood park land = 1.6 acres per 1,000 population.

1.C.LL4):
Recreatic  facilities {i.e., buildir  ar " improv  nents) are included in the cost of

park land.

1.C.1.£.(5):
The standards for district parks will be applied in increments of 20 acre parks.
The standards for neighborhood parks will be applied inincrements of 5 acres.,

at e 'ment







acreage of both habitat types has declined from historical levels, the relative decline in
xeric habitat has been greater than the decline in mesic habitat. Today, xeric plant
communities cormprise approximately Z percent ¢. the land area in  illsborough County,
representing a loss of over 90 percent of the original habitat. Mesic plant communities
comprise approximately 13 percent, which represents a loss of almost 75 percent of the
habitat.

While both xeric and mesic communities provide habitat for wildlife, the xeric
communities contain the highest percentage of species listed by federal and State
agencies as endangered, threatened or species of special concern (also referred to as
listed species).

Endangered species are those which are in imminent danger of becoming extinct. Almost
a dozen species of plants occurring in Hillsborough Counry are listed as endangered.
including the Florida golden aster. The wood stork, which occurs in Hillsborough
County, is also an endangered species.

Threatened species are those which are in such rapid decline in numbers or habitat that
they will become endangered if -otective measures ai  not taken. Among the
threatened species occurring in Hillsborough County are the bald eagle, Florida scrub jay,
eastern indimn snake, sandhill crane, and several plant species.

Species of special concern are animals which warrant special protection because either
they are vulnerable to exploitation or habitat maodification which could result in their
becoming a threatened species or because they occupy a vital ecological niche such that
their decline would adversely affect other species. Species of special concern inciude the
gopher tortoise, Sherman's fox squirrel and burrowing owl, among others.

The preservation of native plants and wildli  1n Hilisborough County depends upon
preservation of the specific habitat tvpes needed by these species as well as natural areas

large enough to support healthy populations.

Comprechensive Plan and Growth Management Act Requirements

Section 103.3202 of the Local Government Comprehensive Planming and Land
Development Act (commonly referred to as the State Growth Manugement Act) requires
local povernments to aimend land development regulations to include specitic and
detalled provisions necessary or desirable to protect environmentally sensitive areas
identitied in the local government’s comprehensive plan.

The Future of Hillsborough Comprehensive Plan identifies two categones of
environmentally sensitive areas: “nservation /£ ¢ 3 " Pre: vation Areas.
“Sigrificant wiidlife habitat” is identified as a Conservauon Area, and “essential wildlife
habuat™ s *" i Tas P04
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Significant wi' """ " -**"~* "~ defined in the Comprehensive Plan as cont'~iwous star * -
natural plant communities which F~—e *“e p~*-1t "' to sup "t healthy ana diverr -
populations of wildlife and which have been identified on the F‘lorida Game and
Freshwater Fish Commission’s natural systems and land use cover inventory map.

Essential wildlife habitat is defined in the Comprehensive Plan as land or water bodies
which, through the provision of habitat, are necessary to maintain populations of
endangered or threatened species or species of special concern.

A number of Comprehensive Plan policies provided guidance for the development of a
regulation to protect wildlife habitat (see Appendix 1). These policies call for conserving

and protecting significant wildlife habitat from development activities and restricting
development in essential wildlife habitat.

LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATION

Summary of Regulation

Local standards for the protection of wetland habitat in Hillsborough County have been
in place for a number of years (i.e.,, EPC Rules, Chapter 1-11). The EPC Wetland Rule
is cited in the County’s existing land development regulations. In March 1992, the
Hillsborough County amended its land development reguiations to include standards for
the | otection of significant and essential upland wildlife habitat, as required by the
Feeore of Hillsborough Comprehensive Plan and the State Growth Management Act.

*7alik  the wetland regulat’ 1, which prohibits development in wetland areas, the upland
habitat regulation does not prohibit develop ent within areas of significant or essential
upland wildlife habitat. Instead, a portion ot the habitat would be protected depending
on the scarcity of the resource and the habitat needs of any populations of listed species
which may be present on the property.

Xeric plant communities idenufied as sig, ficant wildlife habitat are protected, up to and
including 50 percent of the upland area onsite. Mesic plant communities are protected,
up to and including 25 percent of the uplands onsite. [n determining which portion of
it habitat to preserve, an important consideration is the prevention of habitat
fragmentation and the protection ot adequate wildlife corndors within a development
project.

The area to be preserved onsite would be designated a Conservation Area (significant
wildlife habitat) or Preservation Area (essenual wildlife habitat) on approved site plans.
In addition, the developer/owner has the option of seeking protection of the area through
a conservation easement or fee simple transfer of title (by sale or donation) 1o a
vovernmental agency ar quahfied, non-profit conservation organization.
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many et ro e By 1990, the County shall consult with a

nd consider the
recomn T A B
determining the issuance of and conditions to be placed on land development
approvals which would impact upon threatened and endangered species or species
of special concern. Conditions of approval shall ensure the maintenance and,
where environmentally and economically feasible, increase the abundance and

distribution of populations of such species.

CARE Policv 8.2: The County shall restrict mining in areas which are ecologically
unsuitable for the extraction of minerals, as identified in the natural systems and
land use cover inventory, unless it can 't ":monstra’  that such areas can be
effectively restored utilizing the best availuble technology.

CARE Policv 8.4: By 1992, the County shalil prohibit mineral extraction in
essential wildlife habitats which are documented, in accordance with the terms of
Objective 14 and related policies thereunder, to support threatened or endangered
species or species of special concern, and from which such species cannot be
effectively relocated.

CARE Policy 10.7: By 1992, the County shall prohibit fand excavation in essential
wildlife habitats which are documented, in accordance with the terms of Objectis
14 and related | licies thereunder, to support threatened or endangered species
or species of special concern, and from which such species cannot by effectively
relocated.

CARE Policv 16.5: During the land use planning and development review
processes, the County shall continue to protect Conservation Areas from activities
which would significantly damage the natural integrity, character or ecological
balance of said areas, except  cases of overriding public interest.

C*RF Po'~_1%<4: Durir the land use planning and development review
processes, the County shall continue to protect Preservation Areas from
development activities which would damage the natural integrity, character, or
ecological balance of said areas, except in cases of overriding public interest.

CARE Policy 17.8: Through the land use planning and development review
processes, the County shall restrict incompatible development activities adjacent to
publicly owned or managed natural preserves.

TRANSPORTATION EL " MENT:

T petiee 134 New roads shall be routed so as to avoid traversing publicly
owned natural preserves, parks and recreation areas and areas ident..cd as
significant or essential wildlife habitat, except in cases of overriding _ ablic interest.



PROTECTED (LISTED) SPECIES*

ANIMALS
ENDANGERED -

Wood Stork (Myeteria americana)

THREATENED -

Eastern Indige Snake (Drvmarchon corais coupen)
Short-talled Snake (Sulosoma extenuatum;}

Least Tern {Sterna anullarum)

Flonda Sandhill Crane (Grus canadenis pratensis}
Southeastern Amenican Kestrel {Falecg spaverius paulus)
Buld Eagle {Halineetus leucocephalus)

Florida Scrub Jay {Aphe¢locoma coerulescens coerulescens)

SPECIES OF SPECIAL CONCERN -

Flanda Mouse (Peramyscus floridanus)
Sherman’s Fox Squirret {Sciurus qrger shermani)
Gopher Frog * ™ to

Gopher Torto i aolyphemus)
Flonda Pine Snake (Pituophis melanoleucus mugitus)
Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia)

Little Blue Heron (Egretia caerulca)

Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens)

Roseate Spoonbill {(Aja1a ajaja)

Snowy Egret (Egretta thula)

Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor)

PLANTS

—--D(\L\ B B -

Flanda Golden Asier {Chrysopsis loridana)
Tampa Vervain (Glandularia tampense)
Curtiss Milkweed { Asclepias curtissn)

Pvemy Fringe Tree (Chionanthus pygmaeus)
Spreading Pinweed (Lechea divanicata)
Chaff-seed (Schwalbea americana)

Scrub Milkwort (Polyvgata lewtonn)

Auricled Spleenwart [Asple-—— ~ -
Nodding Pinweed {Lechea cernua)

Rain Liv (Zephyranthes simpsonti}

THREATENED -

Scrub Buckwheart (Ertogonium tloridan:
Wild Coco (Pteraglassaspis ecrnistata)
Southern Red Lilv (Lillum catesbaer)
Hooded Pitcher Plant (Sarracenia minor)

* Pre a of pt i and a3 Is occurring 1n Hillk  rough County which are

listed as Endangered «d, of Species of Spectal Concern tn Chapter 39, F A C. or Chapter
581, F.S., and for which sustable upiand habuat or upland buffers may be needed (o mantain viable
populations. Sccuion 3.5.3.4.2.3 and Secton 3.5.5 (Appendix C) of the Hillsborough County Land
Development Code contain standards and guidelines regarding the protection of these species.
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ORDINANCE NO.__97-1A4

AN ORDINANCE RELATED TO HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
PARKS; PROVIDING DEFINITIONS; REPEALING
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY ORDINANCE 78-8; PROVIDING
FOR REGULATION OF VEHICLES WITHIN PARKS;
PROVIDING FOR PRESERVATION OF PARK PROPERTY;
PROVIDING FOR PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF
PLANT AND WILDLIFE; PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF
RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES, PROVIDING FOR
K_SULATION OF BOATIN™ FISHING, FIREARMS, PICNIC
AREAS, HORSEBACK RIDING, AND ANIMALS;
PROHIBITING TOY FIREARMS, FIREWORKS, AND
EXPLOSIVES, AND POLLUTION OF WATERS; PROVIDING
REGULATION OF REFUSE AND TRASH; PROVIDING
OPERATING HOURS AND EXCEPTIONS; PROVIDING
REGULATIONS OF MERCHANDISING, VENDING,
PEDDLING, ADVERTISING, PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS,
PUBLIC PERFORMANCES, CAMPING, AND SHOOTING AND
ARCHERY RANGES; PROVIDING AUTHORITY OF SHERIFF
DEPU™"S. PARK OFFICIALS; PROVIDING PENALTIES;

ROVIDING FOR LIBERAL CON“TRUCTION,
SEVERABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners, pursuant to Section 125.01, Flonida

Statutes, is authorized to provide parks, preserves, playgrounds and recreation areas and other

recrcational facilities for the welfare of its citizens; and

WHEREAS, tlie Board of County Commissioncrs adopted Ordinance 78-8 which govemns

tie operation of Hillsborough County parks; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to repeal Ordinance 78-8 to conform with federal and statc

v 1to provide .ur < nt L. Cu'C Of ' 1 auntyj 1 and

recrcation areas.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY

CC a C (L. - OUGH CTUNTY, F" ©

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS.

The following terms when used in this Ordinance shall have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section.

(a) "Park" shall include "parkways", "recreational arcas", "preserves”, "natural areas”,
"marinas”, and "other areas operated and maintained by the Hillsborough County Parks and
Recreation Department" and shall mean parks, wayside parks, parkways, playgrounds, recreation
fields, open green spaces, comimunity centers, museums, auditoriums, ranges and buildings, lakes,
streams, canals, lagoons, waterways, pools, water arcas and beaches therein, and all public service
facilities conducted on the grounds, water areas, buildings and structures in Hillsborough County
which are under the control of or assigned for upkeep, maintenance or operation by the Parks and
Recreation Department of Hillsborough County.

(b) "Park property" shall mean all areas, grounds, buildings, locations and facilities
described in paragraph (a), above.

(c) "County" shall mean Hillsborough County, a political subdivision of the State of
Florida.

(d) "Department” shall mean the Hillsborough County Parks and Recreation

Department.

(e) "Director" shall mean the Director of the Hillsborough County Parks and

Recreation Department.

(H "Park official" shall mean the Department man-~~-rs, their assistants, and any and

all individuals employed by the Department.

Page 2 OR1000WD.3



(g) "Parking areca" shall mean any part ol any park road, drive, or arca that is
designated for the standing or stationing ol any vehicles.

(h) "Permit" shall mean a document or certificate provided by the Department granting
permiission for use of rcserved park/facility arcas and/or to conduct and/or take part in a specific
activity at a specific location and which sets forth terms and conditions applicable thereto.

(1) "Person” shall mean any natural person, firm, association, joint venture, partnership, estate,
trust, business trust, fiduciary, corporation, and all other groups and combinations.

() "Vehicle” shall mean any wl :led conveyance (except a baby carriage or
wheelchair) for transportation of persons or naterials whether: (1) powered or drawn by motor
such as an automobile, truck, motorcycle, scooter, minibike, or recreational vehicle; (2) animal-
drawn such as carriage, wagon, or cart; (3) any self-propelled vehicle sueh as a bicycle, tricycle,
or skateboard; or (4) any trailer in tow of any size, kind or description. The term "vehicle” does
not include any recreational or par’- ti - sportation service opcrated or authorized by the
Department.

(3] "Vessel" is synonymous with boat as referenced in s.1(b), Art VII of the State
Constitution and includes every description of watercraft, barge, and air boat, other than a

seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water.

SECTION 2. REPEAL.

Hillsborough County Ordinance 78-8 is hereby repealed in its entirety.
SECTION 3. REGULATION OF VEHICLES WITHIN PARKS.

[l persons =~ or 1] ... .wnyst 1fol wallappl ibley icle laws. |l

Page 3 ORI0OUWD .3



applicable vehicie laws are enforceable within park property. The following additional
regulations shall also apply:

(a) The speed limit in parks and park property is 15 m.p.h. or as otherwise posted.

(b) All law enforcement officers and such park personnel as arc authorized and
designated by the Director shall direct traffic whenever needed within park property in accordance
with rules and regulations as may be set forth by the Department.

(c) The Director shail determiine and all persons shall carefully observe and obey all
traffic signs indicating speed, direction, caution, stopping or parking and all other signs posted
for proper control and the safeguarding of life and property.

(d) Any person driving, operating, controlling or propelling any vehicle shall operate
such vehiclc only on designated paved or improved park roads or driveways, except when
otherwise dirccted by any law enforcement officer or park official.

(e) No driver or operator of any vehicle shall obstruct traffic or park or stop on any
road or driveway except at places designated for parking or stopping or in the event of any
cmergency beyond the control of the driver or operator. At designated places a vehicle may be
stopped for no inore than 15 minutes in order for the occupants to view scenic features.

H No person shall operate any truck, commercial vehicle or bus of any type on any
restricted park road or property without prior authorization from the Depariment for the purpose
of performing park maintenance or engaging in other authorized activities. Trucks aﬁd buses
used solely to transport persous to any park or park property for recreational purposes shall be
allowed to use park roads and parking arecas for ingress and egress in tlie same manner as
provided for conveiitional passenger velicles.

I whorne  dmo r

or similar vchicle, whether motor propelied or seif-propelled, shall do so only on roads designated
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for vehicular traffic and/or othcr arcas designated for the specific class of vehicle.

(h) Any person who parks a vehicle shall do so only in areas or facilitics designated
for that particular type of vehicle unless otherwise directed by any law enforcement officer, or
park official, to park in other arcas designated for parking. Any vehicle parked in an
unauthorized area may be towed away at the owner’s expense.

(1) The designated bicycle trails shall be used only by pedestrians and bicycles and
other vehicles propelled by human power unless otherwise authorized by the Director. No person
shall deviate from compliance with all applicable vehicle laws and regulations governing the
operations of the above vehicles while on park property.

() No person shall tow another vehicle or wheeled device on park roads except when
the towed vehicle is used in transporting authorized recreational vehicles, horse trailers,
or small boats into designated arcas, or when necessary o remove a disabled vehicle.

(k) No person shall operate any vehicles for hire in any parks, except those authorized
by the Department and those legally authorized to carry passengers for hire or for ~

)] No person shall change any parts, repair, or grease any vehicle on any park

roadway, parkway, driveway, parking lot or othier park property unless authorized to do so by a

park official.

(m) No driver of a vehicle using gasoline or any other explosive mixture as a source

of power shall at any " ne fail to use a muftler or other sound deadening device.

SECTION 4. PRESERVATION OF PARK PROPERTY.

(a) « u peErst v.....-lly mark, dec ) ' . I nov or

- - -

tamper with, any park buildings, brid~=s, tables, benches, fireplaces, railings, paving, water lines,
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“or other public utilities or parts or appurtenances thereof, park signs, notices, or placards, whether
or equipment, facilities or park property or appurtenances whatsoever, whether real or personal.

(b) No person shall damage or remiove plants or plant materials, trees or parts thereofl
or any flowers or nuts or seeds whatsocver from any park property. Park officials may make
such removals and the Director may issue specimen collecting permits to scientists, students of
bot y and other sii “arly situated individuais authorirzing such removals.

(c) No person shall make any ¢xcavation by tool, equipment, blasting or other means.

(d) No person shall construct or erect any building or structure of whatever kind,
whether permanent or temporary or run or string any public utility into, upon, across or over any
park or recreation lands or affix any materials to any park property except with the prior written
approval of the _irector.

(e) No person shall build or attempt to build any fire or fires against or adjacent to
any park building, structure, tree or plant, or any park property whatsoever, or against or on any
property of others or in any area of any park except in areas specifically designated for fire
building and in accordance with such regulations as are or may be specifically set forth by the
Director. No person shall drop, throw, or othcrwise deposit by any means, lighted matches,
burning tobacco products or any other flammable material within any park area or any ﬁighway,
road or street abutting or contiguous thercto.

(6 No person shall damage or remove any cultural, historical or archaeological

artifacts from any park property.

SECTION 5. PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION ~F PLANT AND WILDLIFE.
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(a) Withtn any park, no person shall cut, carve, or injure the bark or break off limbs
or branches, or pick the flowers or seeds of any tree, plant, or shrub, nor shall any person dig in
or otherwise disturb grass areas or install any vegetation or in any other way injure or impair the
natural beauty or uscfuiness of any arca, nor shall any person pile debns or matenal of any kind
on or about any tree or plant, or attach any rope, wire, or other contrivance thereto, whether
temporary or permanent in character or use, without prior approval of the Director. No person
shall tie or hitch any animal to any tree or plant within any park property.

(b) No person shall molest, harm, frighten, kill, net, trap, snare, hunt, chase, shoot,
throw or propel any missiles by any means at any wildlife creature be it mamunal, bird,
amphibian, or reptile roaming free about a park or in captivity in any zoo cage. No person shall
remove or possess the young of any wild animal or the nest or eggs of any reptile or bird.

(c) No person shall feed any zoo animals, birds or reptiles which are on restricted diels
when posted signs or other notice prohibits such feeding.

(d) No person shall place, dump, abandon or leave any mammal, reptile, amphibian,

fish or bird, either wild or domestic on the grounds of any zoo or park.

SECTION 6. RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN PARK AREAS.

(a) No person, regardiess of age, sex, or manner of dress, shall swim, or wade in any
beach, water area or pool within any park except at places designated for such activities. Any
pers-— er 1ging in such activities shall comply with I - - s established for these areas,
including, but not limited to, hours of use and safety limitations for such uses.

(b) No person shall engage in recrcational or other activities other than in areas
desipnated .or those activitics. _. vimming is prohibited in all park areas des _ 1ited fc¢ boating.

Boating is prohibited in all park areas designated for swimming.
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(c) In arcas designated for swimming and wading, all persons shall be so covered with

clothing or a bathing suit so as to p ! ent by |

dress or undress on any park property except in bathing houses, or other structures as may be
provided and maintained by the Department for that purpose. No person shall dress or undress
in any vchicle, toilet, rest room, beach, or other park arca, except as provided above.

(d) No person shall erect or causc o be erected any tent, shelter or structure on or in
any beach, or water area in such a manner that requires guy wire, rope, cxtension, brace or

support connectcd or fastened from any such tent, shelter or structure to any other structure,

stake, rock or other object.

(e) No person shall enter or be in the water at any bathing or swimming area wearing,
carrying, pushing, or towing any inflated inner tube, rafi, rubber boat, or other similar device.
Use of such devices shall be limited to certain areas which may, from time to time, be
specifically designated for use of such devices by posted signs.

) Park officials shall regulate activities in picnic areas to prevent congestion and to
secure the maximum use of park facilities for all. If any such facilities are crowded, persons
holding picnics in such areas shall not occupy such facilities to the exclusion of others for an
unreasonable time. The determination of unreasonable time shall be in the sole discretion of a

park official. Use of individual fireplaces or other cooking areas together with adjacent tables

and benches shall be on a first come, first served basis.

(g) No person shall conduct raffles, bingo games, card games for money, or hold
drawings for prizes, or parlicipate in any other forms of gambling on any park property.
However, upon approval by the Director, charitable organizations may conduct raffles provided
) pan . _e¢ members and/or  sts of ' - fanti''e 7 0 d the raffle is

otherwise conducted in compliance with all federal, state and local laws.
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(h) No person shall conduct any activity or utilize any park or park area in a manner
which will result in financial gain without prior approval of the Director.

(1) No person shall cngage in any activity in any park or park area which is or may
be dangerous to the health, safety and welfare of himself and/or others. No person shall engage

it any activity in any park or park area which interferes with the use and enjoyment of the parks

by others.

SECTION 7. BOATING.

In addition to the provisions set forth in Chapter 327, Florida Statutes, the following
regulations shall apply to recreational water areas within parks:

{a) No person shall bring in to, launch or operate any vessel on any park property,
watercourses, bays, lagoons, lakes, canals, rivers, ponds, or sloughs except at such places as are
or may be designated by the Department for such use or purpose. Any person operating such

vessels shall comply with Departinent boating regulations and all other federal, state and local

laws related to boating.

SECTION 8. FISHING.

No person shall fish in park waters, either fresh or salt, by use of hook and line, seine,
net, trap, spear, gig, or other device except at such places and in such areas as have been

designated by the Department for such use.

SECTION 9. FIREARMS.
(a) No person, except law enforcement officers, shall carry, possess, or usc fireanns

of any type, air rifles, pistols, spring guns, or any other form of weapon or trapping device which
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and prevented from grazing and straying unattended. All riders must carry proof of their horse’s

negative Coggins test.

SECTION 12. ANIMALS.

(a) Except in specified areas, domesticated animals are permitted within park property.
All such animals must be restrained at all times at a distance not greater than six (6) feet in
length from their handler. No such animals, except seeing eye dogs, shall be allowed on
boardwalks or narrow passageways. All such animals shall wear up-to-date tags indicating that
they have had rabies vaccinations.

(b) No person shall bring into any park property any non-domesticated animals
including but not limited to, cattle, mulcs, swine, sheep, goats, fowl, or reptiles, exccpt where in
conjunction with projects sponsored by County Departments or upon permit from the Director.

(©) Dangerous dogs as defined in Chapter 767, Florida Statutes are prohibited from
park property.

(d) In conjunction with projects sponsored by County Departments or upon permit

from Director, animals may be allowed in designated areas of the parks at specified times without

restraint.

SECTION 13. TOY FIREARMS, FIREWORKS, AND EXPLOSIVES.

(a) No person shall bring into, or have in his possession, or set off or otherwise cause
to explode or discharge or bumn, in any park area any firecrackers, torpedoes, rockcts, toy
firearms, cannons, or other fireworks or explosives of or containing flammable material or any
suustance, compound, n....ture, or ~ur ion with any other sul  ce or

compound, may explode, discharge or burn, unless he first obtains a written permit from the

Page U1 ORI000WD 3



director.
(b) . Jdrents ari., or guar ishallbe  d | I )

of minors in regards to the prohibitions in the foregoing paragraph as provided by law.

SECTION 14. POLLUTION OF WATERS.
No person shall throw, discharge, or otherwise place or cause to be placed in the waters
of any fountain, pond, lake, strcan, bay or any other body of water within park property, any

substance, matter, or thing, liquid or solid, which would or may result in the pollution of said

walers.

SECTION 15. REFUSE AND TRASH.

No person shall take into, dump, deposit, drop, or place any bottles, broken glass, ashes,
paper, boxes, cans, dirt, rubbish, waste, garba~=, tobacco products, containers or foil, refuse or
other trash upon any park property except in the receptacles provic * for trash disposal; where
recepiacles are not provided, same shall be carmied away from park property by the person or
persons responsible for its presence and properly disposed of elsewhere. Park refuse and trash

receptacles shall only. be used by those persons using the park area for recreational and park

activity.

Lo CTION 16. OPERATING HOUF T "XCEPTIONS, ACTIVITY.
(a} No person shall be or remain in any part of any park which is fenced in or
provided with gates between the closing of the gates at night and their re-opening on the
d--- No rerson shall - C * 7 «'immorprovided w'  “ss,

between sunset and sunrise of the following day, except in areas designated as twenty-four (24)
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hour launching arcas, or unless lighting is provided for a specific activity after sunset whereby
such persons and vehicles may pass through such parks, without stopping, on the me  direct walk
or driveway lcading from their point of cntrance to the exit ncarest to their point of destination.
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to law enforcement officers or employees of the
Department while in the discharge of their duties nor to persons having a written permit issued
by the Department allowing them to be or remain in any part of any park between such times.
The Dircctor may cstablish exccptions to the operating hours as set forth above for certain uses
and when it is otherwise in the intercst of the public health, safety or welfare. Any such
exceptions shall be posted at the park entrance and obcyed accordingly.

(b) No person shall park or permit to remain parked any vehicle on any driveway,

parkway, parking arca or other park property between sunset and sunnise on the following day

or as othe vise posted, except for ar s designatc * as twenty-four (24) hour launching areas.

SECTION 17. UNFINISHED OR WITHHELD PARKS.
No person, except as authorized by the Department, shall enter upon any part of any park
which is in an unfinished condition or under construction or withhe' * from general public usage

in the interest of public safety, health and/or welfare.

SECTION 18. MERCHANDISING, VENDING, PEDDLING, ETC.

No person, other than the Department or regularly licensed concessionaires acting by and
under the authority of the County, shall expose or focr for sale, rent or trade, any article or
thing, or station, or place any stand, cart, or vehicle, for the transportation, sale or display of any

: h 1y | or: . iona
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cromiant 106 ADVERTISING, PUBLICITY AND SIGNS.

(a) No person shall adve ise or obtain publ - ! A within
or upon any park property.

(b) No person shall park or station on any park property any vehicle displaying a sign
or notice with the intent of offering said vehicle for sale or exchange.

(c) No person shall distribute, display, or affix any printed materials or advertisements
to or within any park property. Exceptions to this provision are printed materials or
advertisements permanently affixed on vehicles or on clothing; distribution of printed handbills
or leaflets, the purpose of which is not solely commercial; announcements of park sponsored or
sanctioned events; authorized signs located entirely within concession structures, and signs and

distribution of printed materials in conjunction with a perinitted use of reserved park/facility area.

SECTION 20. PUBLIC DEMONSTRATIONS, GATHERINGS, PERFORMANCES,
SPEECHES, ETC.

(a) Any band, procession, military company, or any company or group with flags,
banners, or transparencics, may be allowed upon any park or parkway or within any park, subject
to reasonable regulations of time, place and manner of such activities as established by the
Director.

(b) No entertainment or exhibition shall be given in any park or recrecation area except

enfertainment given under the direction and authority of the Department.

(c) Any public meeting of any kind or any public specches by any person,

repr 1 Qi 1y political party,
theatrical or circus group, act, rite or ceremony, or other public exlfibition may be held in any
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pa.., pa...way, |...yground or other recreational area, subject to reasonable regulations ¢. ...ne

¥

place and manner of such gatherings as established by the ...rector.

SECTION 21. ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
(a) The sale, consumption, and possession of alcoholie beverages as defined in Section

561.01(4), Florida Statutes, is hereby prohibited.

SECTION 22. PROPER USE OF FACILITIES.
No person shail loiter in or around any park department rest room, dressing room, or bath
house nor shall any person engage in any lewd and lascivious behavior as defined in Chapters

798 and 800, Flonda Statutes (1995) or any amended or successor Statute.

SECTION 23. AUTHORITY OF SHERIFF DEPUTIES AND PARK OFFICIALS.

(a) It shall be the duty and responsibility of Sheriff Officers, Special Deputies, and
Park Officials to enforce all provisions of permits issued by the Department.

(b) “sh'be lav i ™ y person to do v act forbidden or fail to perform any
act required by any pcrmit issucd by the Departinent in furthcrance of thc mandates and
provisions of this Ordinance.

(c) Besides the rules and regulations as sct out in this Ordinance, park officials shall
have the authority to cstablish further rules and regulations for regulation of park use pursuant
to the preservation of health, safety, and/or welfare of the public in furtherance of the mandates
and provisions of this Ordinance.

-y Any . .ulation . .he provisions of this . .dinance, or any violation of any rules and

r¢ 1lations set forth by the Department pursuant to this Ordinance, shall authorize any park
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official to remove the violator from the park area; said removal shall be effectuated by the park
_ the o S
violating the provisions of this Ordinance and/or the rules of the Department, to remove himself

from the park area after direction and request has been made by a park official, shall constitute

a trespass.

SECTION 24. CAMPING.

No person shall camp within any park property except in areas designated by the
Department for such purpose. The Department may establish rules and regulations for designated
camping areas within park property.

Camping in permanent cabins constructed by the Depariment - in pri' “ely owned trailer
units or tents erected under Department permit and use by groups of persons under adequate
supervision are the only types of overnight camping that shall be allowed in the parks; the
bringing into a park and using for overnight occupancy any house trailer, camp trailer, camp
wagon, or any other form of movable structure or special vehicle, except in areas designated for

that purpose by the Department, is prohibited.

SECTION 25. SHOOTING AND ARCHERY RANGES.
All persons using any park range facilitics including shooting and archery ranges shall
abide by the Depariment’s regulations governing range activities; copies of which regulations

shall be fumished at cach such range.

e B

Any person who violates this Ordinance shall be prosecuted in the name of the State in
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the same manner as misdemeanors are prosecuted and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine

not to exceed $500 or by imprisonment in the County Jail not to exceed 60 days or by both such

fine and imprisonment.

SECTION 27. LIBERAL CONSTRUCTION.

This Ordinance shall be liberally construed in order to effectively carry out the purposes
liereof which are decimed to be in thc best interest of the public health, safety, and welfare of the
citizens and residents of Hillsborough County, Florida. The provisions of this Ordinance shall
supersede any existing provisions of the Code of Laws and Ordinances of Hillsborough County,

Florida, which conflict with any provisions as set forth herein.

SECTION 28. SEVERABILITY.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this Ordinance 1s held
invalid' or unconstitutional by any Count of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality shall not be so construed as to render invalid or unconstitutional the remaining

provisions of this Ordinance.
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SECTMN 20 EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Ordinance shall take effect upon filing of this Ordinance with the Secretary of State,

State of Flonda.

STATE OF FLORIDA )
)
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH )

I, RICHARD AKE, Clerk of the Circuit Court and Ex Officio Clerk of the Board of
County Commissioners of Hillsborough County, Florida, do hereby certify that the above and
foregoing is a true and correct copy of an Ordinance adopted by the Board at its meeting of
November 5, 1997 , as the same appears of record in Minute Book
258 , of the Public Records of Hillshorough County, Florida.

WITNESS my hand and official scal this 12th___ day of __November , 1997.

WRIRCUIT COURT

APPROVED BY COUNTY ATTORNEY

By:
Approved 1o form and U
kgal sufficiency
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APPENDIX D.
ELAPP Site Management Policies.
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