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SUPPLEMENTARY APPENDIX 4: Flowchart of the Study Selection Process 

 

2022 American College of Rheumatology/American Association of Hip and Knee Surgeons 

Guideline for the Perioperative Management of Antirheumatic Medication in Patients with 

Rheumatic Diseases Undergoing Elective Total Hip or Total Knee Arthroplasty 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Records identified through searching of 
Ovid Embase, Pubmed and Cochrane 

Library  
(6/2/2021)  
(n = 222) 

Search updates  
(8/26/2021)  

(n = 27) 

Total records screened after duplicates and  
non-English publications removed  

(n = 249) 

Total excluded after title  
and abstract screening  

(n = 192) 
Citations did not match study 

designs of interest, did not 
examine populations or 

interventions of interest, or did not 
report outcomes measures of 

interest Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility  

(n = 57) 

Studies matched to PICOs  
(n = 24) 

Full-text articles excluded  
(n = 29) 

Citations did not provide evidence 
matching a PICO question 

 

  

 

 
Studies considered  
for evidence report  

(n = 28) 

Studies excluded during  
data extraction  

(n = 4) 
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