
ACR Convergence 2026
QuILT Resources



Outline

• What is QuILT?

• What resources are offered to prepare me for my ACR talk?
• Speaker coaching
• Audience response system (Poll Everywhere) prep 
• Pre-recorded session on preparing an effective abstract presentation 

• What is the timeline for preparing as a speaker? 

• Who can I contact if I have additional questions? 



What is QuILT

• QuILT stands for “Quality improvement in Learning and Teaching”

• Our goal is to promote evidence-based teaching tactics to improve audience learning and 
retention of material at ACR Convergence

• We want sessions to have a lasting impact on attendees, so they incorporate new 
knowledge into practice 



Resources – Speaker Coaching

As an invited speaker, you can sign up to receive 
coaching on your talk

You will be paired with a mentor who can help at 
any stage (from planning to final slide review)



Resources – Speaker Coaching

• Use the following link to sign up for coaching: 
• ACR 2026 Convergence Speaker Coaching Request

• Your coach is expected to spend 1-2 hours meeting with you virtually 

• Your slides DO NOT have to be done when you meet with your coach – this is a great 
opportunity to get ideas from an educator on:

• Outlining your talk – creating a plan with key takeaway points
• Using audience response system (Poll Everywhere) 
• Delivery techniques
• Final review of slides 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FiQRprAHpUGbsdFGtXXJddZ_8J9Iu49CkUHv25B8lM5UNkhVRlRPWVhLWVpYVkxaMVcwNU5KU01FTi4u&route=shorturl
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=FiQRprAHpUGbsdFGtXXJddZ_8J9Iu49CkUHv25B8lM5UNkhVRlRPWVhLWVpYVkxaMVcwNU5KU01FTi4u&route=shorturl


Resources – Poll Everywhere

• We encourage all speakers to engage the audience through Poll Everywhere

• There are several question formats to consider – multiple choice questions, word 
clouds, clickable images, etc. 

• Use the guide in this link to review which options are available to you: 
• ACR Poll Everywhere Activity Types

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdmcd.co%2F6vEq6q&data=05%7C02%7Cklkoons1%40geisinger.edu%7Cb42fa4ec36c84091236108de998d495c%7C37d46c567c664402a16055c2313b910d%7C0%7C0%7C639117029292482807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujxsG4k7PStEIFU3tmq7OhQ03A1UF5Z4XCQ4DxOox6Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdmcd.co%2F6vEq6q&data=05%7C02%7Cklkoons1%40geisinger.edu%7Cb42fa4ec36c84091236108de998d495c%7C37d46c567c664402a16055c2313b910d%7C0%7C0%7C639117029292482807%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujxsG4k7PStEIFU3tmq7OhQ03A1UF5Z4XCQ4DxOox6Y%3D&reserved=0


Resources – Poll Everywhere
• Poll Everywhere questions will not be embedded in the ACR Convergence mobile app –

this led to technical difficulties last year

• A QR code will be placed on your slides by the Audience Response System tech 

• If you want to include a Poll Everywhere activity on a slide, label the slide “Poll” and 
provide set-up instructions:
• Activity type (multiple choice, word cloud, images, etc)
• Answer choices including correct answer 

• The ARS tech will create a place-holder slide with the QR code  



Resources – Poll Everywhere

If you are using Poll Everywhere, 
you will need to pre-submit 

your slides between October 
5-19th

Before your scheduled talk at 
ACR Convergence, visit the 

speaker-ready room to practice 
using the polling software 

No new polling set-up requests 
will be accepted onsite at 

Convergence 



Resources – Abstract Talk Prep

• If you are presenting an abstract talk, we recommend watching this recording: 
• ACR25 Abstract Talk Coaching
• Dr. Julia Shalen delivered an excellent review of best practices for designing 

abstract slides

https://rheumresearch.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Education/IQAIE1JKi3cGQ4KCvCxWHET8ARCbbKYO-5BtFv3a3a5TrXk?e=XpJfid&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8a2xrb29uczFAZ2Vpc2luZ2VyLmVkdXwxOWI2OTE5ZTkzOGM0YTI4NWYzNzA4ZGVhNDk2NWE5ZnwzN2Q0NmM1NjdjNjY0NDAyYTE2MDU1YzIzMTNiOTEwZHwwfDB8NjM5MTI5MTYyODY1NjY4MDQ2fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=dnVhREJac3huaFdXZzF3UVRCNVZjak05NWdqeFlYUi9lNEt5aU54Vjk2QT0%3d
https://rheumresearch.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Education/IQAIE1JKi3cGQ4KCvCxWHET8ARCbbKYO-5BtFv3a3a5TrXk?e=XpJfid&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8a2xrb29uczFAZ2Vpc2luZ2VyLmVkdXwxOWI2OTE5ZTkzOGM0YTI4NWYzNzA4ZGVhNDk2NWE5ZnwzN2Q0NmM1NjdjNjY0NDAyYTE2MDU1YzIzMTNiOTEwZHwwfDB8NjM5MTI5MTYyODY1NjY4MDQ2fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=dnVhREJac3huaFdXZzF3UVRCNVZjak05NWdqeFlYUi9lNEt5aU54Vjk2QT0%3d
https://rheumresearch.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Education/IQAIE1JKi3cGQ4KCvCxWHET8ARCbbKYO-5BtFv3a3a5TrXk?e=XpJfid&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8a2xrb29uczFAZ2Vpc2luZ2VyLmVkdXwxOWI2OTE5ZTkzOGM0YTI4NWYzNzA4ZGVhNDk2NWE5ZnwzN2Q0NmM1NjdjNjY0NDAyYTE2MDU1YzIzMTNiOTEwZHwwfDB8NjM5MTI5MTYyODY1NjY4MDQ2fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=dnVhREJac3huaFdXZzF3UVRCNVZjak05NWdqeFlYUi9lNEt5aU54Vjk2QT0%3d
https://rheumresearch.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Education/IQAIE1JKi3cGQ4KCvCxWHET8ARCbbKYO-5BtFv3a3a5TrXk?e=XpJfid&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8a2xrb29uczFAZ2Vpc2luZ2VyLmVkdXwxOWI2OTE5ZTkzOGM0YTI4NWYzNzA4ZGVhNDk2NWE5ZnwzN2Q0NmM1NjdjNjY0NDAyYTE2MDU1YzIzMTNiOTEwZHwwfDB8NjM5MTI5MTYyODY1NjY4MDQ2fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=dnVhREJac3huaFdXZzF3UVRCNVZjak05NWdqeFlYUi9lNEt5aU54Vjk2QT0%3d
https://rheumresearch.sharepoint.com/:v:/s/Education/IQAIE1JKi3cGQ4KCvCxWHET8ARCbbKYO-5BtFv3a3a5TrXk?e=XpJfid&xsdata=MDV8MDJ8a2xrb29uczFAZ2Vpc2luZ2VyLmVkdXwxOWI2OTE5ZTkzOGM0YTI4NWYzNzA4ZGVhNDk2NWE5ZnwzN2Q0NmM1NjdjNjY0NDAyYTE2MDU1YzIzMTNiOTEwZHwwfDB8NjM5MTI5MTYyODY1NjY4MDQ2fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKRmJYQjBlVTFoY0draU9uUnlkV1VzSWxZaU9pSXdMakF1TURBd01DSXNJbEFpT2lKWGFXNHpNaUlzSWtGT0lqb2lUV0ZwYkNJc0lsZFVJam95ZlE9PXwwfHx8&sdata=dnVhREJac3huaFdXZzF3UVRCNVZjak05NWdqeFlYUi9lNEt5aU54Vjk2QT0%3d


Speaker Preparation 
Timeline



May-
June July Aug-Sept Oct.

 5-19th 
 

Nov.
 6-11 2026

• Visit Speaker 
Ready Room 

• Submit Slides for 
Poll Ev

• Practice talk with 
coach! 

• Build your slide 
deck

• Reach out to 
your coach for 
support!

• Accept invitation
• Log into Faculty 

Portal to 
complete 
Speaker Tasks

• Discuss strategies 
for interactive 
learning with your 
QuILT Coach!



Additional Resources – 
Presentation Best Practice Tips

• Please review the provided resources within the ACR 
faculty portal for best practice tips in developing your 
presentations!



Who can I contact with questions?

• Please feel free to reach out to a QuILT team member if you have questions: 

• Dr. Jay Mehta – mehtaj@chop.edu 
• Dr. Kirsten Koons – klkoons1@geisinger.edu 
• Dr. Andrew Vreede – avreede@med.umich.edu 
• Dr. Kristen Hayward – kristen.hayward@seattlechildrens.org 

mailto:mehtaj@chop.edu
mailto:klkoons1@geisinger.edu
mailto:avreede@med.umich.edu
mailto:kristen.hayward@seattlechildrens.org
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