USA Judo Rank & Promotion Policy for USJA & USJF Rank Recognition
Following the Expiration of the American Judo Alliance Agreement
(as of 4/12/2023)

Following the expiration of the American Judo Alliance Agreement on March 14, 2023, USA
Judo has revised its rank recognition policy of the USJA and USJF ranks as follows:

All kyu ranks from the USJA/USJF will be accepted by USA Judo for any USA Judo
members in good standing. Members can have this verified by uploading a copy of their
USJF/USJA rank certificate or member card showing the rank on their USA Judo profile
or providing it to the National Office. Should a new USA Judo member with a kyu rank
issued by the USJA/USJF who, upon review and consideration at a USA Judo sanctioned
event, does not seem to be appropriately ranked, USA Judo may adjust the rank
accordingly in the best interest of both safety and skill evaluation for the individual.

Any USJA/USJF Ranks that have been verified in USA Judo’s Sport:80 Membership
Database prior to March 14, 2023, will continue to be recognized up to godan as was
agreed to in the American Judo Alliance Agreement. Recognition of rank is to allow
competition in USA Judo events and does not translate to receiving a USA Judo rank
certificate. For that, individuals must meet USA Judo standards and go through the USA
Judo Rank & Certification application process.

Any new USJA or USJF dan ranks up to sandan will automatically be recognized by USA
Judo. Any new, non-USA Judo ranks of yodan and above will be reviewed on a case-by-
case basis by the USA Judo Rank & Certification Committee as to whether or not the
rank will be recognized by USA Judo. Again, recognition of rank is to allow competition
in USA Judo events and does not translate to receiving a USA Judo rank certificate. For
that, individuals must meet USA Judo standards and go through the USA Judo Rank &
Certification application process.

All USA Judo dan rank applications will incur a non-refundable $50 application fee that
will be applied toward the rank certificate payment should it be approved by USA Judo’s
Rank & Certification Committee. Should the rank application be denied by the USA Judo
Rank & Certification Committee, the $50 non-refundable fee will NOT be returned.

Please address any questions to Connor Jenkins, USA Judo’s Membership and Programs

Manager at connor.jenkins@usajudo.us or 719-866-3618
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