
USAW Masters Council Meeting Minutes 

Date: February 12, 2025​
Platform: Zoom 

Minutes from previous meetings 

Participants 

●​ Present: Melissa Doherty, Gwen Chamberlain, Tom Sroka, Carlos Hernandez, Aimee 
Everett, Bob Takano, Mira Kwon Gracias,  JP Nicoletta (staff liaison), Mike Choi (board 
liaison) 

 

1.​ Call to order:  
●​ Time: 9:02 PM (ET) 
●​ Facilitator: Mike Choi 

 

2.​ Discussion Topics  

Topics submitted by Masters Council Members 

●​ Create a resource guide for UMWF World Championships. Distribute it at USAW 
Masters Nationals. 

○​ Outcome: Choi has a draft completed which will be approved by staff and 
distributed to council for review and comments. 

●​ Were Triple Crown winners from 2024 announced? 
○​ Outcome: Email went out to membership on February 11. Commemorative belts 

from 2Pood are on order. 
●​ Is there an opportunity for an overall award for people who achieve the Triple Crown 

AND World Championships? 
○​ Outcome: Requires more discussion. The World Championships is independent 

of the USAW Triple Crown. 
●​ Consideration for a Masters World Team designation? 

○​ Outcome: Needs definition and a ranking method.  
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○​ Ideas for merchandise include a patch and a for-purchase jacket. 
●​ UMWF locations and bidding process. Coaches would like as much notice as possible 

so they can plan with their team. 
○​ Outcome: Choi - UMWF has a tentative list of countries interested in hosting. 

That list cannot yet be shared, but interest was expressed that countries in the 
Commonwealth like New Zealand, Australia, and South Africa were appealing. 

●​ Should UMWF consider a cut-off for UMWF World Championships by number of 
entries. 

○​ Outcome:  It would be premature to consider this until entries exceed 500 
athletes. 

●​ Can a tentative schedule for National Masters be posted more than 4 weeks from the 
event? 

○​ Outcome: Standard approach for USAW National events is to publish a prelim 
schedule 48 hours after the close of regular registrations (which is 4 weeks from 
the event). Publishing a prelim before that would be unreliable due to the 
volume of registrations that occur as the deadline draws near. Could consider 
posting the prior year’s final schedule as a planning reference.   

●​ Masters Hall Of Fame 
○​ Outcome: Add to a future meeting agenda. 

●​ Masters Records 
○​ Outcome: With new body weight categories and qualifying totals in place, new 

record standards will need to be set. 
●​ Qualifying Totals - discussion around new qualifying totals not being updated to 

eliminate the “premium” on Youth and Masters QT’s for Virus Finals v. Nationals.  
○​ Outcome: Clarification needed from the group discussion. It is confirmed the 

change has been made for the new bodyweight categories and qualifying totals 
once implemented with result in matching QT’s for these events.    

2. Combining Masters Nationals with Another Event 

Coaches shared challenges over the cost and time commitment to attend the number of overall 
national and international events during the year. Discussion requested to consider holding 
Masters Nationals as a stand-alone event running concurrently with another event as opposed 
to completely on its own.  

Reasoning: Participants/Coaches can lessen travel and cost demands by attending 
fewer events. USAW benefits from lower logistics costs. 



Constraints: In 2021, USAW made a pledge to the masters community that it would 
keep this event separate from other events. Changing direction would be a challenge to 
that pledge. 

Discussion to continue on how to poll the larger community to gauge acceptance of such a 
change should it be considered.  

 

3. Adjournment 

●​ Time: 10:01 PM (ET) 
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