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Selection Procedures

INTRODUCTION.

Nature of the Selection Procedures. The procedures that follow will be used to select the athlete
and coach members that will represent USA in the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup

Stop 3 in Zhaoging, China (the "Selection Procedures" or "Procedures").
1. Purpose

World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3 was added to the 2026 international calendar after
USA Diving’s teams for Stops 1 and 2 had already been selected and the June 3 athlete
nomination deadline for Stop 2 had passed. Stop 3 therefore represents an additional
international opportunity that was not available when USA Diving developed and implemented
the selection procedures for the first two stops.

The addition of Stop 3 also created a final opportunity for athletes to satisfy the required 2026
World Cup Series participation component for eligibility for the 2027 World Aquatics
Championships.

Accordingly, the Stop 3 selection process is designed to:

1. Recognize the highest-performing U.S. athlete members based on the official 2026
World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Series rankings following Stops 1 and 2;

2. Provide identified athlete members who have achieved a top-10 finish at a World
Aquatics High Diving World Cup or World Championships during the 2024 or 2025
season, but who were unable to complete an earlier 2026 selection or World Cup
opportunity due to injury, illness, pregnancy or postpartum recovery, an opportunity to
demonstrate current competitive readiness and satisfy the required 2026 World Cup
participation component of the World Aquatics qualification requirements for the 2027
World Aquatics Championships.

3. Provide a competitive selection pathway through the 2026 Coastal Classic for any
remaining available positions.



Participation in the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3 satisfies only the
required 2026 World Cup participation component of the World Aquatics qualification
requirements for the 2027 World Aquatics Championships. It does not qualify or select an
athlete member for the 2027 World Championships team. An athlete member must also satisfy
all additional World Aquatics qualification requirements, including the applicable 2027 World
Cup participation and minimum points requirements, and must be selected under USA Diving’s
separate 2027 World Championships team selection procedures.

2. Team Size

Under the rules established by World Aquatics, USA Diving may enter a maximum of four athlete
members in the women’s 20-meter event and four athlete members in the men’s 27-meter event
at Stop 3.

Event Maximum Team Size

Women’s 20-meter

Men'’s 27-meter

USA Diving reserves the right to select fewer than the maximum number of athlete members
permitted by World Aquatics if an insufficient number of athlete members satisfy the eligibility,
safety and Competitive Readiness Requirements established in these procedures.

3. General Athlete Eligibility

To be eligible for selection, an athlete member must:

Be a citizen of the United States.

Be eligible to represent the United States under World Aquatics sport-nationality
regulations.

Be at least 18 years old as of December 31, 2026, as required by World Aguatics.

Be a competition athlete member in good standing with USA Diving.

Comply with the USA Diving Athlete Agreement, Code of Conduct and SafeSport Policy.
Comply with all applicable USADA and WADA requirements.

Satisfy all applicable World Aquatics Safe to Compete requirements.

Satisfy all USA Diving and World Aquatics administrative, anti-doping and entry
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requirements.
9. Accept selection by the deadline established by USA Diving.



10. Submit a proposed World Cup competition list by the deadline established by USA
Diving.

11. Demonstrate the ability to safely complete the proposed competition list from the
applicable World Aquatics competition height.

12. Satisfy the applicable Competitive Readiness Requirements contained in these
procedures.

13. Have a current passport that does not expire for at least six months after the conclusion
of the AQUA High Diving World Cup Stop 3 in China, unless a different validity period is
confirmed by USA Diving.

14. Be able to obtain a Chinese visa within the required timeframe.

4. Team Selection

USA Diving will select its team for the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3 in
Zhaoging, China, based on the official 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Series
rankings following Stops 1 and 2, established international performance priorities, and results
from the 2026 Coastal Classic, to be held August 21-22 in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Athletes
considered through the World Championships Eligibility Priority must also satisfy the
competitive-readiness requirements outlined in these procedures.

Up to four female athletes and four male athletes may be selected according to the following
priorities.

4.1 Positions One and Two: 2026 World Cup Series Performance

The two highest-ranked eligible U.S. athletes in each gender in the official 2026 World
Aquatics High Diving World Cup Series standings following the completion of Stops 1 and
2 will be selected.

If two or more U.S. athletes are tied in the series standings, the tie will be resolved
according to the official World Aquatics series ranking and tie-breaking procedures.

Selection under this section is subject to the athlete accepting the position and satisfying
all general eligibility requirements.

Positions One and Two are separate from the selection priorities established in Section
4.2. A vacancy or replacement in Position One or Position Two will be filled through the
World Cup Series Performance pathway and will not alter the athlete members identified
under Section 4.2.


https://www.worldaquatics.com/competitions/5398/world-aquatics-high-diving-world-cup-2026-hosted-by-marmeeting/rankings?scoringId=6ce69f00-0a28-4b22-80c4-8f5ba2879d89&eventCountry=
https://www.worldaquatics.com/competitions/5398/world-aquatics-high-diving-world-cup-2026-hosted-by-marmeeting/rankings?scoringId=6ce69f00-0a28-4b22-80c4-8f5ba2879d89&eventCountry=

4.2 Established International Performance and 2027 World Championships Eligibility
Priority

USA Diving will conditionally select the following eligible athlete members:
Women’s 20-meter

1. Maya Kelly
2. Ellie Smart

Men'’s 27-meter
1. David Colturi

These eligible athlete members were identified based on their established international
performance history while representing Team USA, including at least one top-10 finish at
a World Aquatics High Diving World Cup or World Championships during the 2024 or 2025
season. Due to injury, illness, pregnancy or postpartum recovery, they were unable to
complete an earlier 2026 selection or World Cup opportunity at the applicable World
Aquatics competition height. Each athlete member has expressed an interest in pursuing
selection to represent the United States at the 2027 World Aquatics Championships and
must compete in a 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup to satisfy the required
2026 participation component of the World Aquatics qualification requirements.

Selection under this section is based on the athlete member’s overall international
performance history and the specific circumstances identified above. Participation in or
selection to any single prior competition does not, by itself, establish eligibility or priority
under this section.

Each athlete member must accept the conditional selection and satisfy the General
Athlete Eligibility and applicable Competitive Readiness Requirements by the established
deadlines before being confirmed to the team.

4.3 Remaining Available Positions: 2026 Coastal Classic- August 22, 2026

After the positions available through Sections 4.1 and 4.2 have been filled, any remaining
team position in each gender will be awarded to the highest-finishing eligible athlete
member at the 2026 Coastal Classic who has not already been selected and who achieves
the applicable minimum score:



e Women’s 20-meter: 160 points
e Men’s 27-meter: 200 points

To be considered through this pathway, an athlete member must complete a full World
Aquatics High Diving World Cup competition list from the applicable World Aquatics
competition height.

If more than one team position remains available in a gender, positions will be awarded
in order of finish at the 2026 Coastal Classic to eligible athlete members who satisfy all
requirements under this section.

USA Diving is not required to fill an available team position if an insufficient number of
eligible athlete members achieve the applicable minimum score or satisfy the General
Athlete Eligibility, safety and Competitive Readiness Requirements established in these
procedures.

5. Current Competitive Readiness

All athlete members seeking selection to the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3
must notify the USA Diving High Performance Director and High Diving Committee Chair in writing
by August 20, 2026, of how they intend to demonstrate current competitive readiness. The
notification must identify the proposed method of verification, the anticipated date of
completion, and any alternate verification process being requested under Section 6.

An athlete member selected or conditionally selected under Section 4 must satisfy all applicable
Competitive Readiness Requirements by the deadline established by USA Diving. The deadline
will be the calendar day immediately preceding the World Aquatics final Sport Entries deadline.

Readiness may be demonstrated through one or more of the following:

1. Participation in the 2026 Coastal Classic, including achievement of the applicable
minimum score identified in Section 4.3;

2. Demonstrate the ability to safely complete the proposed World Cup competition list,
including all dives from the applicable competition heights;

3. Another documented high diving performance opportunity approved in advance by the
USA Diving High Performance Director and the High Diving Committee Chairperson.

The athlete must:



Submit the proposed World Cup competition list;
Demonstrate all proposed competition dives from the applicable heights;
Demonstrate the ability to safely complete a full World Cup competition list;
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Submit video documentation of each dive for review by USA Diving and the High Diving
Committee;

Receive any required medical clearance; and

Complete all requirements by the final deadline established by USA Diving.

Satisfy all applicable World Aquatics Safe to Compete requirements; and
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Satisfy all USA Diving and World Aquatics administrative, anti-doping and entry
requirements.

For readiness demonstrated outside the Coastal Classic, USA Diving and the High Diving
Committee will review the submitted video evidence for technical execution, consistency, safety
and overall competitive readiness. A certified World Aquatics high diving judge may be included
when additional judging expertise is needed.

Results from another approved high diving competition will be considered as supporting
evidence and compared with the submitted video performances. Participation in another
competition does not eliminate the video-review requirement.

The readiness determination confirms whether the conditionally selected athlete member is
prepared to compete at Stop 3. It is not a comparative selection event.

6. Pregnancy and Postpartum Alternate Verification

An athlete member whose ability to participate in the Coastal Classic or complete the standard
competitive-readiness process is materially affected by pregnancy, childbirth, pregnancy loss or
postpartum recovery may request an alternate competitive-readiness verification schedule.

The athlete member must provide confirmation from a qualified healthcare provider that the
athlete member’s ability to participate or complete the standard readiness process was
prevented or materially limited during the relevant period. The confirmation does not need to
include the athlete member’s diagnosis or other detailed medical information.

Approval of an alternate verification schedule does not waive or reduce the Competitive

Readiness Requirements. The athlete member must complete the same full-height competition
list, video-review process, medical-clearance requirements and safety requirements established
in Section 5 by the alternate deadline communicated by USA Diving. The alternate deadline will



be no later than the calendar day immediately preceding the World Aquatics final Sport Entries
deadline.

If the athlete member does not satisfy all requirements by the alternate deadline, the
conditional selection will be withdrawn and the position will be filled according to the
Replacement Procedures.

Medical information will be handled confidentially and shared only with individuals who require
the information to administer the alternate verification process.

7. World Aquatics Safe to Compete Requirements

To participate in the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3, an athlete member must
have previously competed in a World Aquatics high diving event or a Red Bull Cliff Diving World
Series event. If USA Diving seeks to enter an athlete member who has not previously competed
in one of these events, USA Diving must submit video evidence to the World Aquatics Technical
High Diving Committee for review and approval through the Safe to Compete process.

Any athlete member seeking selection to the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup Stop 3
who is subject to the Safe to Compete process must submit the required video link to Leslie
Adams at Leslie.Adams@usadiving.org by August 31, 2026.

8. Athlete Acceptance

An athlete member who is selected or conditionally selected will have 24 hours from receipt of
the official written invitation to accept the position.

If the athlete member declines the invitation or does not accept within the 24-hour period, the
position will be considered declined and will be filled according to the Replacement Procedures.

Acceptance of a conditional selection does not constitute final confirmation to the team. A
conditionally selected athlete member must satisfy all applicable General Athlete Eligibility,
Competitive Readiness, medical-clearance, World Aquatics entry and administrative
requirements by the established deadlines before being confirmed to the team.



9. Replacement Procedures

9.1 Vacancy in a World Cup Series Position

If an athlete member selected under Section 4.1 declines selection, becomes
unavailable, is determined to be ineligible or does not satisfy the applicable
requirements by the established deadlines, the position will be offered to the next
highest-ranked eligible U.S. athlete member in the official 2026 World Aquatics High
Diving World Cup Series standings following Stops 1 and 2 who has not already been
selected.

If no additional eligible U.S. athlete member remains in the World Cup Series standings,
the position will be filled through the 2026 Coastal Classic results in accordance with
Section 9.3.

A vacancy or replacement under this section will not alter the selection or priority of the
athlete members identified under Section 4.2.

9.2 Vacancy in a World Championships Eligibility Priority Position

If an athlete member conditionally selected under Section 4.2 declines selection,
becomes unavailable, is determined to be ineligible or does not satisfy the applicable
Competitive Readiness Requirements by the established deadline, the position will be
offered in the following order:

1. The next highest-ranked eligible U.S. athlete member in the official 2026 World
Aquatics High Diving World Cup Series standings following Stops 1 and 2 who has
not already been selected; and

2. The highest-finishing eligible athlete member at the 2026 Coastal Classic who has
not already been selected and who satisfies all requirements established in Section
4.3.

The athlete members named in Section 4.2 are the only athlete members eligible for
initial consideration through the Established International Performance and 2027 World
Championships Eligibility Priority. A replacement athlete member will not be selected
solely because of participation or placement at a prior World Championships or World
Cup.



9.3 Vacancy in a Coastal Classic Position

If an athlete member selected through the 2026 Coastal Classic declines selection,
becomes unavailable, is determined to be ineligible or does not satisfy the applicable
requirements by the established deadlines, the position will be offered to the next
highest-finishing eligible athlete member at the 2026 Coastal Classic who:

Achieved the applicable published minimum score;
Completed a full World Aquatics High Diving World Cup competition list from the
applicable competition height;

3. Satisfies all General Athlete Eligibility and Competitive Readiness Requirements; and
Satisfies the World Aquatics Safe to Compete requirements, if applicable.

9.4 Timing of Replacements

A replacement may be selected only if the athlete member can satisfy all applicable
World Aquatics entry requirements and USA Diving administrative, travel, visa, medical,
safety and Competitive Readiness Requirements within the available timeframe.

USA Diving is not required to name a replacement if there is insufficient time to
complete the applicable requirements or enter the athlete member by the World
Aquatics deadline.

10. Unfilled Positions

USA Diving reserves the right to leave a team position unfilled if:

No eligible athlete member satisfies the applicable selection requirements;
No eligible athlete member satisfies the applicable safety or Competitive Readiness
Requirements;

3. World Aquatics does not approve an athlete member through the Safe to Compete
process, if applicable;

4. No eligible athlete member accepts the position within the required timeframe;



5. There is insufficient time for an eligible athlete member to satisfy the applicable entry,
visa, travel, medical, administrative or other requirements before the relevant
deadlines; or

6. The applicable World Aquatics entry or administrative deadline has passed.

11. Coach Member Selection Procedures

Coach of Record:
To be considered for selection as a coach member for the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World
Cup Stop 3, anindividual must be declared as the Coach of Record by an athlete member selected

or conditionally selected to the team.

All athlete members seeking selection to the team, including athlete members competing at the
2026 Coastal Classic and athlete members selected or conditionally selected through another
selection pathway, must declare or confirm their Coach of Record by August 21, 2026.

An athlete member who previously declared a Coach of Record for the 2026 American Cup may
confirm that individual or submit a change by August 21, 2026. After the deadline, a Coach of
Record declaration may be changed only with the approval of the USA Diving High Performance
Director.

All coach members must be current USA Diving members in good standing and satisfy all
applicable USA Diving and World Aquatics requirements. Following completion of the coach
selection process, selected coach members will receive an official written invitation outlining
their roles and responsibilities. A coach member must accept the invitation and agree to those
terms before being confirmed to the team.

An assistant coach may be considered only after all eligible Coaches of Record have been
considered.

USA Diving will fund one coach member for the 2026 World Aquatics High Diving World Cup
Stop 3. Additional eligible coach members may be invited to participate on a self-funded basis,
subject to the number of accreditations available from World Aquatics and the Local Organizing
Committee.

The funded coach member will be selected according to the following procedures:

11.1 The eligible Coach of Record representing the greatest number of athlete members
confirmed to the team will be selected as the funded coach member. Each confirmed



athlete member will count as one point toward the coach member’s total, regardless of
the athlete member’s selection pathway.

11.2 If two or more eligible Coaches of Record represent the same number of athlete
members confirmed to the team, the funded coach member position will be awarded to
the Coach of Record representing the highest-priority athlete member according to the
following order:

a. Select the coach with the highest ranked individual athlete based on priority
selection order:
=  AQUA High Diving World Cup- Porto Flavia 2026
=  AQUA High Diving World Cup- Ft. Lauderdale 2026
=  AQUA High Diving World Cup — Porto Flavia 2025
=  AQUA World Aquatics Championships — Singapore 2025
=  AQUA World Aquatics Championships — Doha 2024
=  AQUA World Aquatics Championships — Fukuoka 2023

If the tied coaches each represent an athlete selected through the same priority, the
coach representing the athlete with the higher applicable ranking or placement within
that priority will be selected.

11.3 If a tie remains, the USA Diving High Performance Director, in consultation with the
High Diving Committee and with final approval from the USA Diving President and AAC
Representative, will select the coach member who best meets the needs of the team.

11.4 All coach member and team staff selections are subject to final approval by the
USA Diving President and AAC Representative.
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