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NATIONAL QUALIFIER EVENT POLICY 
Effective January 6, 2026 

 

1. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to define the requirements, standards, and approval process for events designated as 

USA Karate National Qualifiers. National Qualifier events serve as a key component of the USA Karate competitive 

pathway and support eligibility for the USA Karate National Championships. 

 

2. SCOPE 

This policy applies to all event promoters seeking designation of their event as a USA Karate National Qualifier. 

 

3. AUTHORITY 

This policy is issued under the authority of USA Karate as the National Governing Body for the sport of Karate in the 

United States and is administered by the Director of Sport on behalf of the Chief Executive Officer. 

This policy operates in conjunction with the USA Karate National Championships Eligibility Policy, which governs 

athlete eligibility requirements for the National Championships. 

 

4. SANCTIONING REQUIREMENT 

To be eligible for designation as a USA Karate National Qualifier, an event must: 

• Be officially sanctioned by USA Karate; and 

• Operate in full compliance with the USA Karate Sanctioned Event Policy in effect for the applicable season. 

Sanctioning alone does not confer National Qualifier status. National Qualifier designation is a separate approval 

granted by USA Karate. 

 

5. APPROVAL AND DESIGNATION 

National Qualifier status: 

• Is not automatic and must be approved by USA Karate; 

• May be granted only to events meeting all sanctioning and operational requirements; 

• Will be reflected on an official list of National Qualifier events published by USA Karate each season. 

Promoters may not advertise, imply, or represent their event as a National Qualifier without written approval from 

USA Karate. 
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6. COMPLIANCE REQUIREMENTS 

All National Qualifier events must maintain full compliance with the USA Karate Sanctioned Event Policy, including 

but not limited to: 

▪ Membership verification; 

▪ SafeSport compliance; 

▪ Medical staffing requirements; 

▪ Chief Referee and officiating standards; 

▪ Venue, equipment, and safety standards; 

▪ Use of official USA Karate registration and results systems. 

 

7. RESULTS REPORTING AND ATHLETE VERIFCATION 

Promoters of National Qualifier events are required to: 

▪ Use official USA Karate registration software; and 

▪ Submit complete and accurate results within the required timeframe. 

Only athlete participation verified through official USA Karate systems shall be credited toward National 

Championships eligibility. 

 

8. REVOCATION OF NATIONAL QUALIFIER STATUS 

USA Karate reserves the right to revoke National Qualifier designation if an event: 

▪ Fails to comply with the USA Karate Sanctioned Event Policy; 

▪ Fails to meet additional standards imposed for National Qualifier events; 

▪ Misrepresents its designation; 

▪ Fails to submit required documentation or results. 

If National Qualifier status is revoked, participation in that event shall not count toward National Championships 

eligibility. 
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9. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS 

USA Karate reserves the right to impose additional technical, officiating, administrative, or operational requirements 

for National Qualifier events beyond minimum sanctioning standards. 

 

10. PROMOTER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

As a condition of approval, promoters must acknowledge and accept all responsibilities, requirements, and 

enforcement provisions outlined in this policy and related USA Karate policies. 

 

11. EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION 

This policy shall take effect upon approval by the Chief Executive Officer and shall apply to all subsequent competitive 

seasons unless amended or rescinded. 

 

 


