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Topics for Today

2026 Rules Updates:

1. Unwillingness to fence
2. Secondary mask retaining devices
3. t.122 – post-bout etiquette
4. Changes to warm-up clothing requirements
5. Other FIE changes made in 2025-26
6. t.109



First, Some Rules & Exams Business

Rules & Examinations Subcommittee:

● Sabre: Laura Schwarz, Nicholas Quan
● Épée: Tyler Jacobson, Bern Samko
● Foil: Michael Green, TBD x1
● Athlete Reps: Nina Sayles, TBD x2

Please contact me if you are a TBD and interested.

This season:

● Masks, emails, & rules Qs (not on call)
● Written exam rewrite about to start
● Analysis of referee usage hours
● (Maybe: comprehensive Rulebook freshen-up)

Quick note on rules changes in USA Fencing:

● Only the USA Fencing Board of Directors 
may change the Rules of Competition 
(Bylaws, Section 7.20)

● The Editor of the Rules (me) & Referees’ 
Commission maintain the Rules

● Sometimes, USA Fencing defers changes to 
later when FIE makes them

● Sometimes there is service turnover, leading 
to lagged procedural motions

● FIE season ≠ USA Fencing season ≠ FIE 
Congress dates (and this is historically 
painful)



Rules Changes
Effective 1 October 2026



Unwillingness to Fight

Starting 2026-27, the FIE has adopted a 
change to t.124 removing the P-Yellow card

● 1st instance of U2F results in P-Red 
cards for both fencers

● All other properties of t.124 
unchanged; this is to remove the 
“tactical P-Yellow” that was very 
common w/ t.124, esp. in épée

● Nothing else about Unwillingness to 
Fight has changed



Secondary Mask 
Retaining Devices

FIE has made appearing on strip w/ a mask that 
lacks a secondary safety device an offense of the 
1st group (t.72; awhile ago)

● USA Fencing did not adopt this 
immediately, but has required the devices 
to be present

● It’s been several seasons, and all fencers 
should know

● Safety implications are big, as USA SEMI 
was early to recognize

● Appearing on the strip w/o the secondary 
strap affixed is now a group 1 yellow card 

● Please do not punish the occasional 
forgetful, well-meaning fencer

This thing needs to be worn



Post-Bout Protocol
Covid-19 and geopolitics have recently 
laid waste to post-match protocols (t.122):

● FIE has more or less used the 
current formulation w/o a 
handshake for several years

● Plans in motion to codify this with 
no expiration at 2026 Congress

● Nothing prevents fencers from 
shaking hands anyway

● NACs are gross; we won’t be forcing 
people touch sweaty hands

● Note: no blade tap required either



Required Warm-up Equipment
FIE made changes to the required equipment for lessons 
or warm-up bouting inside the competition site (t.20). We 
have adopted a reduced version.:

Lessons:
● Coaches: Plastron, glove, long pants
● Fencers: mask, glove, chest protector

Warming Up:
● Full fencing kit, now + socks and fencing pants

This is not a referee’s article to enforce.



Other Small Changes

● t.43: fencers may only ask the referee for the 
remaining time if time is not displayed on the 
electronic scoring apparatus

○ No change from practice (I hope)

● t.71: specifies that 5 minutes is the maximum 
“reasonable amount of time” to obtain a spare 
piece of equipment if a fencer appears on 
piste without a piece of required regulation 
equipment
○ Helpful rules support for conventional practice

● t.127: “[after a team match concludes] Fencers 
must not present on piste in a state of undress.”

○ (Be reasonable)

● t.170: updates to the penalty chart



Editorial Changes
Vast bulk of changes are editorial:

● Updates to organizational rules that only 
affect FIE competitions

● Renumbering of articles or changes of 
section titles

● Minor editorial word changes, language 
cleanup

● Language to define & include two new 
FIE events (Cadet World Cups & the 
Grand Veterans’ team events)

● Fixing historical typos
● None of these affect play or refereeing.



t.109
The FIE changed t.109 near ““threaten[ing] or 
insult[ing] an official” from the 4th to the 3rd group.

● [Don’t freak out] We did, too.
● Practical result: allows judgment to apply a 

yellow where only a black card was possible 
before on strict reading

● Question is not: “should this always be a 
yellow?” or “Are we allowing abuse?”

● Question is: “ is there is even one situation in 
which a de-escalation yellow would serve the 
needs of fencing better?”

● Offenses of the 3rd group of this kind have 
always allowed an immediate black card for 
“serious cases.” (t.170)

● Read closely: this is partially editorial!



I Will Be at October 
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