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PETITION FOR EXTRAORDINARY PRE­

QUALIFICATION/SELECTION 

to 

JUNIOR/ SENIOR ZONES 

JUNIOR NATIONALS 

SENIOR SUMMER NATIONALS 

SENIOR WINTER NATIONALS 

This Petition shall be used by any Diver/Athlete who 1) wishes to compete in one of the USA 

Diving Events listed above (the Requested Event); 2) suffered an illness or injury which 

precluded the Diver from participating in the qualifying event(s) for the above listed events; and, 

3) therefore is unable to qualify for participation in the USA Diving Events listed above based 

upon the competition-based selection criteria as published in the USA Diving Rules. This 

Petition is limited to qualification for the above referenced domestic events.

Petition requests should be sent to events@usadiving.org. 

Eligibility 

1. A Diver petitioning to participate in a Junior event must have qualified for and "finaled" in 

the same junior event within one year prior to date of application. Note: "Finaling" in Junior 

Zones is defined as "scoring in the Top 12" at Junior Zones. Junior Divers who qualify to a 

Junior National Championships one year are eligible to petition to the Juniors Zones the 

following year in those specific events. A Diver petitioning to participate in a Senior event must 

have qualified for and "finaled" in the same senior event within one year prior to the date of 

application. A Petition under this procedure may be filed before or after a qualifying event for the 

Requested Event. 

Procedure 

2. A Diver shall submit this petition, completely filled out and with all required supporting 

documentation to the Chair of the Committee for Competitive Excellence (CCE) not later than 

midnight EST or EDT time (as applicable) of the 15th day prior to the first day of competition in 

the Requested Event. The CCE may consult with the High Performance Director in its 

consideration of a petition, provided all parties are able to participate in the consultation. 

3. A Diver may submit this petition after the deadline established in paragraph 2 if the 

illness or injury occurs after the deadline but before the first day of competition of the Requested 

Event. 

4. If a Petition is submitted at a time that does not permit consideration, the Petition will be
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denied. If a timely filed Petition is filed but without required documentation, and the required 

documentation cannot be provided in time for the CCE to consider the Petition, then the Petition 

will be denied. No event shall be delayed because of a pending petition. 

5. No Diver permitted to compete in a Requested Event shall displace any Diver who 

qualified for the event through the normal competitive based procedures set forth in the USA 

Diving Rules. 

6. All Petitions shall be fully completed, with all required documentation attached, and 

submitted by email to events@usadiving.org. Any Petition submitted after the applicable 

deadline and any Petition lacking required documentation which is not provided in time for 

consideration shall be denied. 

Standards of Consideration 

7. A Diver petitioning under this process must demonstrate that the Diver's inability to 

participate in a qualifying event was caused by a physical illness or injury which precluded the 

Diver from performing the Diver's full list of competitive dives at the qualifying event. The CCE, 

being comprised in part by knowledgeable and experienced coaches, may consider all evidence 

in light of the members' backgrounds. The CCE may consider all relevant information and 

evidence, including but not limited to the following in determining any petition: 

A. The statement of the Diver, including the Diver's assessment of the illness or injury on 

her/his ability to perform; 

B. The statement of the Diver's coach and the coach's assessment of any effect the Diver's 

illness or injury had on the Diver's ability to perform; 

C. Whether the illness or injury was self-inflicted or the foreseeable result of any improper 

conduct by the athlete; 

D. Required Documentation: Any available medical records or statements of a treating

physician or other medical service provider on the illness or injury suffered by the Diver and any 

limitations such illness or injury may have imposed on the Diver. The Diver may also describe 

the actions required to perform the skill required for the Diver's list of dives, and the provider 

may state any effect the limitations would have on the performance of such skills. 

E. The CCE may also require the Diver to submit to an independent medical exam (IME), at 

the sole expense of USA Diving. Any IME will be conducted at a location convenient to the Diver 

and by a provider selected by the CCE. 

F. A Diver shall mark all medical and other confidential records "Confidential." All such

medical records available to a Petitioning Diver shall be attached to the Petition, or if not then 
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