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USA KARATE
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS ELIGIBILITY POLICY

Effective January 6, 2026

1. PURPOSE

The purpose of this policy is to establish clear eligibility requirements for athletes seeking to compete in the USA
Karate National Championships. The National Championships are intended to serve as the culmination of the USA
Karate competitive season, and eligibility is tied to participation in the national competition pathway

2. SCOPE

This policy applies to all athletes seeking entry into the USA Karate National Championships across all applicable
age divisions.

3. AUTHORITY

This policy is issued under the authority of USA Karate as the National Governing Body for the sport of Karate in the
United States and is administered by the Director of Sport on behalf of the Chief Executive Officer.

This policy operates in conjunction with the USA Karate National Qualifier Event Policy, which governs the designation
and administration of National Qualifier events.

4. STANDARD ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENT
4.1 NATIONAL QUALIFIER PARTICIPATION

To be eligible to compete at the USA Karate National Championships, an athlete must participate in at least one (1)
USA Karate—designated National Qualifier during the applicable competitive season.

Participation is defined as:

= Proper registration through the official USA Karate event registration system; and

= Actual competition in at least one division at the designated National Qualifier.
Attendance at a National Qualifier is the expected and primary pathway to National Championships eligibility.
4.2 ATHLETE, PARENT, AND COACH RESPONSIBILITY

Athletes, parents, and coaches are responsible for ensuring that the event they attend is an officially recognized USA
Karate National Qualifier.

Not all USA Karate sanctioned events are National Qualifiers. Participation in an event that is not designated and
published by USA Karate as a National Qualifier will not satisfy the National Championships eligibility requirement.

USA Karate will publish an official list of National Qualifier events each season. Athletes are strongly encouraged to
verify an event’s status prior to registration.
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5. ALTERNATIVE ELIGIBILITY PATHWAY
5.1 NON-QUALIFIER ELIGIBILITY FEE

Athletes who are unable to attend a National Qualifier during the competitive season may request eligibility to compete
at the National Championships by paying a Non-Qualifier Eligibility Fee at the time of National Championships
registration.

This option exists as an alternative eligibility mechanism and is not intended to replace participation in the national
competition pathway.

5.2 CONDITIONS AND LIMITATIONS
Athletes utilizing the Non-Qualifier Eligibility Fee:

= Will be permitted to compete at the National Championships.
= Will not receive preferential seeding and may be randomly seeded.
= May be ineligible for ranking points or selection consideration tied to National Qualifier participation.

= Must meet all other eligibility requirements, including current USA Karate membership.

Payment of the Non-Qualifier Eligibility Fee does not confer any competitive advantages associated with National
Qualifier participation.

6. EXCEPTIONS AND WAIVERS

USA Karate may grant exceptions to the National Qualifier requirement or the Non-Qualifier Eligibility Fee in limited
circumstances, including but not limited to:

= Documented injury or medical hardship;
= National team or international competition obligations;

= Extraordinary circumstances approved by USA Karate leadership.

All waiver requests must be submitted in writing, in advance, and are subject to review and approval. Waiver requests
must be submitted via email to the National Office at natoffice@usankf.org.
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7. VERIFICATION AND ENFORCEMENT

Eligibility will be verified during National Championships registration through official USA Karate registration and
results systems.

Athletes who do not meet eligibility requirements, who have not paid the Non-Qualifier Eligibility Fee, and who have
not received an approved waiver will not be permitted to compete.

USA Karate’s eligibility determinations under this policy are final.
8. EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION

This policy shall take effect upon approval by the Chief Executive Officer and shall apply to all subsequent competitive
seasons unless amended or rescinded.
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