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Through scientific understanding, build a machine to harness the power of nature and improve the

human condition.

My education and career have centered on one question: How can technology be harnessed to improve

the human condition?

I studied science, technology, and society at MIT, built an enterprise technology company, wrote The

Mobile Wave, and eventually came to view Bitcoin as a technology for conserving and transmitting

economic energy.

Across these experiences, I have reached a simple conclusion.

Human prosperity is not produced by good intentions alone. It emerges when scientific understanding,

engineering, energy, capital, markets, property rights, and effective institutions work together.

A healthy civilization requires clean air, clean water, clean food, clean energy, and clean money. It

requires  enough  order  to  protect  life,  property,  and  contract,  but  enough  freedom  to  permit

experimentation, competition, and creative destruction.

Too  little  order  produces  violence  and  chaos.  Too  much  order  suppresses  initiative  and  becomes

tyranny.  Prosperity  occupies  the  productive  zone between them: a  lawful  market  order  capable  of

coordinating billions of people without extinguishing individual agency.

Technology changes what is possible. Markets discover what is useful. Institutions determine whether

innovation compounds or is suppressed. Money carries economic energy across time and space. War

destroys in months what generations built. Ideas govern all of it.

This curriculum is designed to help future leaders avoid recurring errors:

Starting wars they cannot win.

Imposing rules reality will not obey.

Confusing luck with skill.

Mistaking propaganda for knowledge.

Optimizing systems until they become fragile.

Wasting scarce energy and capital.
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Mandating inefficient systems that survive only through coercion.

Crippling human creativity in the name of administrative control.

Being swept into the madness of a crowd, or standing in front of one after its  momentum has

become irresistible.

The goal is not ideological conformity. It is judgment.

A  leader  needs  a  long  historical  memory,  a  theory  of  human  action,  respect  for  uncertainty,  an

understanding of violence and power, command of capital and energy, and the ability to distinguish a

durable technology from a fashionable narrative.

These thirty-eight works are not a complete canon. They are a foundation.

The Curriculum at a Glance

The complete program requires approximately 755 to 953 hours of attentive reading:

Civilizational memory: Will and Ariel Durant — 294–359 hours

Geography, ecology, and uneven development: Jared Diamond — 18–24 hours

War, strategy, and republican power: John Keegan and Livy — 90–117 hours

Uncertainty, fragility, and responsibility: Nassim Nicholas Taleb — 54–69 hours

Human action, liberty, and power: Murray Rothbard — 189–239 hours

Capital, enterprise, and institutional power: Ron Chernow — 48–62 hours

Energy,  knowledge,  and  technological  transformation: Daniel  Yergin,  David  Deutsch,  and

Michael Saylor — 52–70 hours

Sound money and Bitcoin: Saifedean Ammous — 10–13 hours

At one hour per day, this is approximately a 25-to-31-month undertaking. At ninety minutes per day, it

requires approximately 17 to 21 months. At two hours per day, it can be completed in approximately 13

to 16 months.
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These are estimates for attentive reading without extensive annotation. Narrative history can be read

more quickly than dense economics or philosophy. Editions and translations vary.

The point is not speed.

The point is to acquire several thousand years of accumulated experience before making decisions

capable of affecting millions of people.

I. Civilizational Memory

Will and Ariel Durant

The  historical  backbone  of  this  curriculum is  Will  and  Ariel  Durant’s  The  Story  of  Civilization,

together with their concise synthesis, The Lessons of History.

The eleven-volume series begins with the civilizations of Asia and the ancient Near East, then proceeds

through Greece, Rome, medieval civilization, the Renaissance, the Reformation, the Enlightenment,

the French Revolution, and Napoleon.

The  Durants  show  civilization  as  a  dynamic  system.  Religion,  family,  commerce,  banking,  war,

philosophy, technology, law, art, institutions, and exceptional individuals interact across centuries.

Ideas  become institutions.  Institutions  accumulate  power.  Prosperity  generates  complexity.  Success

creates capability, but also complacency.

1. The Lessons of History

Estimated reading time: 3–5 hours

This is the overture and the coda.

The Durants compress a lifetime of historical study into a short examination of geography, biology,

morality, religion, economics, government, war, and social change.

Read it once before beginning the larger series, as a map of the territory. Read it again after completing

the curriculum, when each observation will carry the weight of examples.



2. Our Oriental Heritage

Estimated reading time: 31–38 hours

This volume establishes the Eastern and Near Eastern foundations of civilization, including Egypt,

Mesopotamia, Persia, India, China, and Japan.

It  corrects  an  excessively  Western  conception  of  history.  Writing,  law,  mathematics,  bureaucracy,

religion, commerce, philosophy, and imperial administration developed across many civilizations over

thousands of years.

The first lesson of civilizational history is humility: no culture invented civilization by itself.

3. The Life of Greece

Estimated reading time: 22–27 hours

This  volume  examines  the  Greek  polis,  philosophy,  science,  democracy,  tragedy,  sculpture,

architecture, political rivalry, and war.

The Greek achievement was not merely a collection of great ideas. It was the creation of environments

in which explanation, argument, criticism, and civic participation could flourish.

It also demonstrates how faction, rhetoric, envy, and strategic overreach can destroy a society rich in

intelligence and culture.

4. Caesar and Christ

Estimated reading time: 22–27 hours

This volume traces the Roman Republic, Roman law, imperial administration, social order, military

power, and the rise of Christianity within the empire.

Rome  demonstrates  that  durable  civilization  requires  more  than  conquest.  It  requires  logistics,

infrastructure, law, administration, legitimacy, and a shared conception of order.

Christianity’s  emergence within  the  Roman system also shows how an initially  marginal  idea can

eventually reorganize the moral structure of an empire.



5. The Age of Faith

Estimated reading time: 35–43 hours

This volume examines Christianity, Islam, Byzantium, feudalism, monasticism, universities, scholastic

philosophy, and the institutions that preserved order through political fragmentation.

The period commonly described as the Dark Ages was also an age of  institutional  reconstruction.

Religious orders preserved knowledge. Commercial networks reemerged. Universities formed. Law

evolved. Competing authorities constrained one another.

Read it to understand how civilization survives when centralized political order weakens or collapses.

6. The Renaissance

Estimated reading time: 23–28 hours

This volume shows how cities,  commerce, banking, patronage, humanism, and recovered antiquity

released extraordinary creative energy.

The  Renaissance  was  not  merely  an  artistic  movement.  It  was  an  economic  and  institutional

phenomenon.

Capital,  urban  autonomy,  competition,  and  patronage  created  environments  in  which  talent  could

compound.

7. The Reformation

Estimated reading time: 30–37 hours

This  volume  explores  conscience,  printing,  religious  authority,  political  centralization,  and  the

destruction of a unified Western Christendom.

The printing press radically reduced the cost of distributing ideas. Dissent became scalable. Competing

interpretations of truth escaped centralized control.

The Reformation demonstrates both the liberating and destabilizing effects of information technology.



8. The Age of Reason Begins

Estimated reading time: 22–26 hours

This  volume  follows  the  transition  from  confessional  conflict  toward  scientific  inquiry,  political

realism, and the centralized state.

Civilization began to  separate  questions  settled  by authority  from questions  requiring observation,

experimentation, and reason.

At the same time, the state acquired greater capacity to tax, administer, regulate, mobilize, and wage

war.

9. The Age of Louis XIV

Estimated reading time: 24–29 hours

This  volume  studies  absolutism,  court  culture,  public  finance,  administration,  warfare,  and  the

European balance of power.

Louis XIV’s France demonstrates the power and danger of centralization.

The state  became culturally  and militarily  formidable,  but  grandeur  brought  fiscal  exhaustion  and

institutional brittleness.

10. The Age of Voltaire

Estimated reading time: 24–29 hours

This volume examines the Enlightenment critique of inherited authority, superstition, intolerance, and

institutional privilege.

Authority increasingly had to justify itself through reason rather than tradition alone.

Read  it  to  understand  the  intellectual  foundations  of  liberalism,  religious  tolerance,  scientific

confidence, and the modern challenge to arbitrary power.

11. Rousseau and Revolution

Estimated reading time: 32–39 hours



This volume explores the collision among reason, sentiment, equality, legitimacy, and revolutionary

pressure.

Rousseau redirected political thought toward authenticity, popular sovereignty, equality, and collective

will.

Those ideas inspired liberation, but also supplied new justifications for coercion in the name of the

people.

12. The Age of Napoleon

Estimated reading time: 26–31 hours

This  volume  shows  how  revolutionary  energy  became  empire,  codified  law,  administrative

modernization, nationalism, and continental war.

Napoleon institutionalized many achievements of the Revolution while subordinating them to military

ambition and personal power.

Read it  as  a study of leadership,  state capacity,  meritocracy,  propaganda,  strategic genius,  and the

tendency of concentrated power to outrun its limits.

The Durants should be read as architects of a grand synthesis,  not as the final  authority on every

historical detail. Some scholarship and framing are dated. Their enduring value is scale: they teach the

reader  to  see  civilization  as  the  interaction  of  religion,  family,  commerce,  war,  technology,  art,

institutions, and individuals over centuries.

II. Geography, Ecology, and Uneven Development

Jared Diamond

13. Guns, Germs, and Steel

Estimated reading time: 18–24 hours



Diamond asks  a  fundamental  question:  Why did  wealth,  military  power,  technology,  and  political

organization develop unevenly across human societies?

His model emphasizes geography, climate, food production, domesticable plants and animals, disease

exposure, population density, continental orientation, and the diffusion of technology.

This perspective matters because leaders routinely overestimate intention and underestimate inherited

conditions.

A society does not choose its geography, natural resources, navigable rivers, disease environment, or

initial  inventory  of  domesticable  species.  These  factors  shape  population,  trade,  military  capacity,

institutional development, and the rate at which knowledge can spread.

The  book also  supplies  an  important  corrective  to  racial  explanations  of  conquest.  Differences  in

civilizational outcomes do not require differences in human intelligence or worth.

But Guns, Germs, and Steel should be treated as a model, not a complete causal theory.

Geography influences history. It does not write history by itself. Human agency, institutions, culture,

leadership, ideology, trade, property rights, and deliberate acts of conquest remain consequential.

Some scholars have criticized Diamond for environmental determinism and for reducing the role of

human decisions and Indigenous agency. That criticism should be included in the reading, not hidden

from  it.  A  persuasive  grand  theory  is  most  educational  when  the  reader  also  learns  where  it

overreaches.

(Apple)

III. War, Strategy, and Republican Power

War is one of civilization’s oldest and most destructive institutions.

It has created states, dissolved empires, accelerated technology, rearranged borders, destroyed capital,

and transferred power across cultures.

https://books.apple.com/us/book/guns-germs-and-steel/id1207409071?utm_source=chatgpt.com


A  leader  who  does  not  understand  war  may  start  one  believing  it  will  be  brief,  rational,  and

controllable. History repeatedly demonstrates otherwise.

War is a machine that consumes lives, energy, capital, legitimacy, information, and time. It produces

second-order effects its architects rarely anticipate.

The governing rule should be simple:

Do not start a war you cannot win, finance, control, and end on acceptable terms.

John Keegan

14. A History of Warfare

Estimated reading time: 17–21 hours

Keegan examines warfare from the Bronze Age through the nuclear era. He studies not only battles and

generals, but also culture, psychology, metallurgy, fortification, horses, weaponry, logistics, military

organization, ritual, and the warrior ethos.

His most provocative argument is that war cannot always be understood as a rational continuation of

political  policy.  War  predates  the  modern  state  and often  expresses  culture,  identity,  ritual,  honor,

religion, and institutional momentum.

That argument should not simply be accepted. Keegan is deliberately challenging Clausewitz, and his

reading of Clausewitz has itself been challenged.

The value lies in the confrontation.

Clausewitz  teaches  us  to  connect  military  action  to  political  objectives.  Keegan  reminds  us  that

violence can escape rational control and become culturally self-perpetuating.

Read  Keegan  to  understand  why  people  fight,  how technologies  alter  the  scale  of  violence,  how

military institutions acquire independent interests,  and why wars often continue after their  original

political logic has disintegrated.

(PenguinRandomhouse.com)

https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/90840/a-history-of-warfare-by-john-keegan/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Livy’s History of Rome

Livy originally wrote 142 books, of which 35 substantially survive. A practical English-language route

is the four-volume sequence covering Books 1–10 and 21–45.

Rome  remains  one  of  civilization’s  greatest  laboratories  of  institutional  development,  military

adaptation, civic identity, political ambition, strategic endurance, and moral decline.

15. The Early History of Rome, Books 1–5

Estimated reading time: 16–21 hours

These  books  cover  Rome’s  founding  myths,  monarchy,  the  establishment  of  the  Republic,  class

conflict, civic religion, and early military struggles.

The distinction between myth and documented history is often uncertain.  That uncertainty is itself

useful.

Founding stories reveal what a civilization believes about itself, the virtues it rewards, the crimes it

fears, and the legitimacy it claims for its institutions.

16. Rome and Italy, Books 6–10

Estimated reading time: 12–16 hours

These  books  examine  institutional  endurance,  internal  conflict,  military  adaptation,  and  Rome’s

consolidation of Italy.

Rome’s  strength  did  not  arise  from uninterrupted victory.  It  developed through defeat,  adaptation,

alliance-building, discipline, and the ability to absorb other communities into differentiated systems of

citizenship and obligation.

Institutions can become stronger through adversity, provided failure produces adaptation rather than

denial.

17. The War with Hannibal, Books 21–30

Estimated reading time: 23–30 hours



This is one of history’s great studies of strategy, leadership, logistics, resilience, and survival after

repeated catastrophe.

Hannibal  repeatedly  defeated  Roman  armies  and  threatened  the  existence  of  the  Republic.  Rome

survived because its political system, manpower, alliance structure, strategic depth, and willingness to

absorb losses exceeded what tactical brilliance alone could overcome.

These books distinguish battlefield genius from civilizational capacity.

They should be required reading for anyone responsible for an institution that must survive extreme

stress.

18. Rome and the Mediterranean, Books 31–45

Estimated reading time: 22–29 hours

These  books  examine  diplomacy,  territorial  expansion,  great-power  rivalry,  and  Rome’s  growing

domination of the Mediterranean.

Victory creates its own dangers.

Foreign wealth, provincial administration, military prestige, and political ambition alter the incentives

of republican institutions. A political system can be transformed by success long before its constitution

formally changes.

Livy is not a neutral modern historian. He is a literary and moral historian who selected stories partly

for their civic meaning. Read him both to reconstruct Rome’s development and to understand how

Romans conceived virtue, legitimacy, ambition, corruption, duty, and decline.

IV. Uncertainty, Fragility, and Responsibility

Nassim Nicholas Taleb’s Incerto

Taleb’s five-volume Incerto investigates luck, uncertainty, probability, human error, risk, and decision-

making under incomplete knowledge.



The central lesson is not merely that prediction is difficult.

It is that exposure matters more than confidence.

When the  future  is  uncertain,  the  intelligent  response is  not  simply to  construct  a  more  elaborate

forecast.  It  is to limit ruin, preserve optionality, decentralize experimentation, align incentives, and

design systems capable of learning from variation.

19. Fooled by Randomness

Estimated reading time: 10–13 hours

This book teaches the reader to distinguish skill from luck.

Success  produces stories.  Survivors  explain why they prevailed,  while  failures  disappear  from the

sample. The resulting narratives systematically overstate foresight, talent, and control.

Read it to recognize survivorship bias, selection effects, narrative fallacy, and the human tendency to

extract certainty from noisy outcomes.

20. The Black Swan

Estimated reading time: 14–17 hours

This book explains why rare, consequential events dominate history even though conventional models

tend to ignore them.

After  an  extreme event,  institutions  and  commentators  construct  explanations  that  make  it  appear

predictable. Before it occurs, the same institutions frequently assign it negligible probability.

The absence of prior evidence is not evidence of impossibility.

Design systems around the consequences of being wrong, not merely the probability that your forecast

is right.

21. The Bed of Procrustes

Estimated reading time: 5–8 hours



The  title  refers  to  the  mythological  figure  who  forced  travelers  to  fit  his  bed  by  stretching  or

amputating them.

Taleb  uses  the  metaphor  for  institutions  that  mutilate  reality  until  it  fits  a  theory,  metric,  model,

mandate, or ideology.

The book is best read slowly. Its aphorisms become more useful as the reader acquires real-world

experience.

22. Antifragile

Estimated reading time: 16–20 hours

Resilience means surviving disorder. Antifragility means improving because of it.

This  book moves from prediction toward design.  It  examines  systems that  benefit  from variation,

redundancy, decentralization, stress, experimentation, and small failures.

Highly optimized systems often appear efficient until an unanticipated shock reveals that all of their

resilience has been removed.

Efficiency without survivability is a form of hidden fragility.

23. Skin in the Game

Estimated reading time: 9–11 hours

Those who exercise authority, give advice, design policy, or impose risk should share exposure to the

consequences.

This is not merely an ethical preference. It is an information mechanism.

People make different decisions when failure has personal consequences. Systems become dangerous

when decision-makers capture the upside while transferring the downside to others.

The practical doctrine of the Incerto is straightforward:

Avoid  ruin.  Preserve  optionality.  Encourage  experimentation.  Permit  small  failures.  Distrust

unsupported certainty. Require decision-makers to share the consequences.



V. Human Action, Liberty, and Power

Murray Rothbard

Rothbard supplies the theoretical spine of the curriculum.

His  work  spans  economic  theory,  political  philosophy,  intellectual  history,  monetary  theory,  and

American history.

Together,  these  books  ask  how individuals  act,  how markets  coordinate,  how property  and  prices

emerge, how intervention changes incentives, and how political power expands.

Rothbard should be read critically rather than devotionally. His framework is forceful and explicit. That

is part of its value.

He compels the reader to distinguish voluntary exchange from coercion, economic coordination from

political command, property from privilege, and market discovery from administrative imposition.

24. Man, Economy, and State with Power and Market

Estimated reading time: 65–80 hours

This is the theoretical foundation.

Rothbard begins with purposeful human action and develops a systematic account of value, exchange,

prices,  production,  capital,  interest,  money,  banking,  monopoly,  business  cycles,  and  government

intervention.

Power  and  Market  extends  the  analysis  to  taxation,  regulation,  price  controls,  monopoly  grants,

subsidies, and other forms of political intervention.

The book teaches a  central  lesson:  a  rule does not  abolish the incentives or  scarcity it  ignores.  It

redirects behavior into evasion, substitution, black markets, corruption, or failure.

25. The Ethics of Liberty

Estimated reading time: 16–20 hours



This  book develops  a  normative  framework around self-ownership,  property,  consent,  natural  law,

coercion, punishment, and political authority.

Economic efficiency alone cannot determine whether an action is just.

The  book  forces  readers  to  identify  the  moral  assumptions  hidden  inside  political  and  economic

arguments.

26.  An Austrian  Perspective  on  the  History  of  Economic  Thought,  Volume I:  Economic
Thought Before Adam Smith

Estimated reading time: 21–27 hours

This volume examines ancient thought, medieval scholasticism, natural law, Spanish thinkers, French

economics, and the development of ideas concerning value, exchange, property, money, and interest.

It challenges the conventional narrative that economics began in recognizable form with Adam Smith

and British classical economics.

Read it as both intellectual history and revisionism.

27.  An Austrian  Perspective  on  the  History  of  Economic  Thought,  Volume II:  Classical
Economics

Estimated reading time: 20–26 hours

This  volume  examines  British  classical  economics,  French  liberalism,  Marxism,  utilitarianism,

monetary debates, and nineteenth-century political economy.

Rothbard is  particularly  critical  of  theoretical  systems that  replace subjective value and individual

action with aggregate categories or mechanistic models.

For anyone interested in Bitcoin, the two volumes provide context for recurring debates over sound

money, monetary sovereignty, banking privilege, inflation, and state power.

28. Conceived in Liberty, Volume I

Estimated reading time: 18–22 hours



The first volume examines colonial origins and competing systems of settlement, religion, property,

political control, and local autonomy.

The  colonies  did  not  emerge  from a  single  coherent  project.  They  developed  through  conflicting

commercial, religious, imperial, and local arrangements.

Initial rules governing property and authority can shape political culture for centuries.

29. Conceived in Liberty, Volume II

Estimated reading time: 10–13 hours

This volume examines colonial society during a period of relative imperial neglect.

Local  institutions,  commerce,  and  traditions  of  self-government  developed  partly  because  distant

authority lacked the ability or incentive to exercise constant control.

Liberty often emerges not  from centralized design,  but  from spaces in which centralized power is

absent, divided, constrained, or inattentive.

30. Conceived in Liberty, Volume III

Estimated reading time: 12–16 hours

This volume covers the imperial crisis and the road to the American Revolution.

Taxes,  trade  restrictions,  military  occupation,  constitutional  arguments,  and  competing  theories  of

sovereignty transformed administrative disputes into a struggle over first principles.

A conflict over policy becomes revolutionary when institutions lose the ability to settle disagreement

without escalating coercion.

31. Conceived in Liberty, Volume IV

Estimated reading time: 16–21 hours

This volume examines revolution, war, independence, and the challenge of preserving liberty during a

national emergency.



Wars for freedom often centralize the powers against which they are fought. Governments demand

revenue, conscription, regulation, secrecy, and executive authority in the name of survival.

The tension between liberty and mobilization is permanent.

32. Conceived in Liberty, Volume V: The New Republic, 1784–1791

Estimated reading time: 11–14 hours

The fifth volume examines the postwar republic, the Constitution, centralization, and the Washington

administration.

It raises a foundational political question:

How much centralized capacity is necessary to preserve order, and how much eventually threatens the

liberty it was created to protect?

Rothbard’s  strength  is  consistency.  That  is  also  where  readers  should  apply  the  greatest  scrutiny.

Separate analysis from rhetoric, test historical interpretations against competing accounts, and expose

the framework to the strongest opposing arguments.

VI. Capital, Enterprise, and Institutional Power

Ron Chernow

Economic theory can make capital appear abstract. Chernow restores the people, institutions, conflicts,

and moral ambiguity behind it.

Titan and The House of Morgan examine two complementary forms of capitalism: industrial capital

and financial capital.

Capital is not merely money.

It is accumulated trust, knowledge, competence, organization, relationships, reputation, information,

and productive capacity.



33. Titan

Estimated reading time: 24–31 hours

Titan is Chernow’s biography of John D. Rockefeller and the development of Standard Oil.

It  is  a  study  of  industrial  scale,  vertical  integration,  operational  discipline,  logistics,  accounting,

pricing, competition, monopoly, reputation, philanthropy, and public legitimacy.

Rockefeller did not merely accumulate assets. He constructed an integrated system capable of reducing

costs, imposing standards, coordinating infrastructure, and outlasting competitors.

The discipline that produced extraordinary efficiency also generated extraordinary concentrations of

economic power.

Read Titan neither as hagiography nor indictment. Read it as a case study in how enterprises scale and

how private capability interacts with public authority.

34. The House of Morgan

Estimated reading time: 24–31 hours

This book traces the Morgan banking dynasty and the development of modern finance.

It  examines  relationships  among  banks,  corporations,  governments,  markets,  central  banks,  wars,

regulation, and financial crises.

The House of Morgan operated near the boundary between private institution and public utility. Its

influence  rested  not  only  on  financial  capital,  but  on  trust,  networks,  information,  discretion,  and

reputation accumulated across generations.

The lives are interesting. The institutions are more important.

VII. Energy, Knowledge, and Technological Transformation

A theory of civilization is incomplete if it ignores energy, knowledge, or technology.

Energy determines the physical capacity to act.



Knowledge determines which actions can be imagined.

Technology converts knowledge into scalable capability.

Markets  and  institutions  determine  whether  that  capability  is  deployed  productively,  suppressed,

monopolized, or weaponized.

Daniel Yergin

35. The Prize

Estimated reading time: 27–36 hours

Yergin  follows  the  history  of  oil  and  its  relationship  to  industrialization,  transportation,  warfare,

national power, corporate organization, and the world economy.

Modern civilization rests on energy abundance.

Agriculture,  manufacturing,  sanitation,  transportation,  communications,  computation,  defense,  and

urban life all depend on the ability to convert energy into useful work.

Oil  transformed  geography  and  geopolitics.  It  created  new corporations,  altered  military  strategy,

elevated some states, weakened others, and became inseparable from national security.

Every financial, political, and digital system remains grounded in the physical world.

Money coordinates claims on resources. Energy makes those resources useful.

David Deutsch

36. The Beginning of Infinity

Estimated reading time: 16–22 hours

Deutsch  examines  explanation,  criticism,  fallibility,  knowledge  creation,  and  the  conditions  under

which progress can continue.



Problems  are  inevitable.  Solutions  are  not  guaranteed,  but  they  can  continue  to  emerge  wherever

institutions permit conjecture, experimentation, criticism, and error correction.

Progress is neither automatic nor finite.

It depends on a culture in which bad explanations can be challenged and better ones can replace them.

Yergin  explains  the  capacity  to  act.  Deutsch  explains  the  capacity  to  discover.  Energy  without

knowledge is brute force. Knowledge without energy remains unrealized potential.

Michael Saylor

37. The Mobile Wave

Estimated reading time: 9–12 hours

I include my own book with some hesitation.

It belongs here for a specific reason: it is an applied exercise in science, technology, and society.

Written in 2012, The Mobile Wave attempted to reason from first principles about what would happen

when computing became mobile, software dematerialized products and services, and billions of people

gained continuous access to networked intelligence.

The book examines how a general-purpose technology can reorganize education, commerce, media,

payments, healthcare, transportation, employment, and the structure of enterprises.

Do not read it as an authority.

Read it as an auditable forecast.

Ask which predictions were correct, which were incomplete, which second-order consequences were

missed, and which analytical methods proved useful.

Technological forecasting is not primarily about predicting a particular device. It is about identifying a

new capability, understanding its economic advantages, and tracing what happens when that capability

scales through a competitive society.



The larger lesson is that a digital transformation rarely preserves the existing institution and merely

makes it faster. It frequently dematerializes the institution, redistributes power, changes its economics,

and creates an entirely different system.

(Apple)

VIII. Sound Money and Bitcoin

Air, water, food, and energy sustain biological life.

Money coordinates economic life.

A civilization  needs  clean  money:  a  monetary  system capable  of  preserving  the  economic  energy

generated by labor, ingenuity, and capital across time and space.

Corrupt  the  monetary  system,  and  every  price,  contract,  investment,  and  long-term calculation  is

affected.

Saifedean Ammous

38. The Bitcoin Standard

Estimated reading time: 10–13 hours

The Bitcoin Standard places Bitcoin inside the history of monetary technologies.

It  examines  why  societies  adopted  shells,  stones,  metals,  coins,  gold,  paper  claims,  government

currency, and eventually digital money. It asks what properties allow a good to transmit value across

time  and  space  and  what  happens  when  a  monetary  system can  be  expanded  or  manipulated  by

privileged institutions.

The book then presents Bitcoin as digital hard money: scarce, global, decentralized, and governed by a

protocol rather than the discretion of a political authority.

Its greatest contribution is the monetary framework.

https://books.apple.com/us/book/the-mobile-wave/id1534259034?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Some of its broader cultural conclusions should be treated as arguments rather than universal laws, but

its central question is indispensable:

What  form  of  money  best  preserves  individual  choice,  capital,  and  economic  energy  across

generations?

Read it after Rothbard, Yergin, Deutsch, and The Mobile Wave.

Rothbard explains money and political power.

Yergin explains energy.

Deutsch explains knowledge.

The Mobile Wave explains digital transformation.

The Bitcoin Standard brings those themes together around a monetary network.

Then read Satoshi Nakamoto’s original white paper. Commentary supplies context, but the engineer

ultimately returns to the specification and the machine itself.

(Wiley-VCH)

Read Adversarially

These books should not be read for ideological confirmation.

Durant should be tested against modern scholarship.

Diamond should be balanced against human agency, institutions, and culture.

Keegan should be read alongside Clausewitz.

Livy should be distinguished from modern historiography.

Rothbard should be confronted with the strongest  arguments for  constitutional  government and

public authority.

Taleb’s skepticism should itself be subjected to skepticism.

Chernow’s protagonists should be studied rather than worshipped.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.wiley-vch.de/en/areas-interest/finance-economics-law/the-bitcoin-standard-978-1-119-47386-2?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Yergin’s history should not be mistaken for a prediction that the future must resemble the past.

Deutsch’s optimism should be understood as conditional on institutions capable of criticism and

correction.

The Mobile Wave should be judged against the world that followed it.

The Bitcoin Standard should be tested against the white paper, the code, the network, monetary

history, and competing theories of money.

No author should become a substitute for thought.

Read every work with three questions:

What does this framework reveal that others miss?

Where does it simplify reality too aggressively?

What decisions would change if it were correct?

The purpose of reading is not to memorize conclusions.

It is to improve the ability to perceive reality, identify causality, recognize incentives, distinguish signal

from noise, and act responsibly.

• 

• 

• 

• 

1. 

2. 

3. 
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