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Bahrain; Kuwait; Oman; Qatar



Saudi Arabia

• Overview
• Registration as a Controller
• Cross-border transfers
• Data localisation considerations



KSA: Registration as a Controller

• National Data Governance Platform
• Who must register? 

• If the Controller's main activity is based on 
personal data processing;

• If the Controller processes sensitive data.
• […]



KSA: Cross-border transfers
SCCs BCRs Certs

Transfers between public bodies: 
Transfer between public bodies pursuant to an agreement or to serve the Kingdom’s interests

One-off, limited transfers*: 
Non-recurring or time-limited transfer concerning a limited number of data subjects [and provided the 
data is not sensitive]. 

Transfers for central operations within a multinational:
Transfers necessary for central operational processes within a multinational group to which the 
controller belongs.

Transfers for direct service/benefit to data subject*:
Transfer for providing a service or benefit directly to the data subject, in a manner consistent with the 
data subject’s expectations and not harming their interests [and provided the data is not sensitive].

Transfers necessary for scientific research*:
Transfer necessary for scientific research or studies, restricted to the minimum personal data needed 
for that purpose [and provided the data is not sensitive].



KSA: Data localisation considerations

• Confusion in the market
• National Cybersecurity Authority
• Cloud Services Provisioning 

Regulations
• Exceptions



United Arab Emirates

• Overview
• ICT in Healthcare
• Certain freezones 



UAE: ICT in Healthcare

• Federal Law No. 2 of 2019
• Restrictions on cross-border transfers of 

UAE health data
• Certain exemptions may be available



UAE: Certain freezones

• Understand the landscape
• Abu Dhabi Global Market
• Dubai International Financial Centre 



Bahrain OmanKuwait Qatar
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Saudi Arabia UAE

https://www.pdp.go
v.bh/en/index.html 

https://mtcit.gov.o
m/sectors/govern

ance/personal

https://ncsa.gov.qa/en/p
ages/personal-data-

privacy-personal-data-
privacy-protection-law

https://sdaia.gov.sa/
en/Sectors/NDMO/
Pages/default.aspx

ADGM

DIFCQFC

https://www.adgm.c
om/operating-in-
adgm/office-of-
data-protection 

https://www.difc.com/busi
ness/registrars-and-

commissioners/commissio
ner-of-data-protection 

https://www.qfc.qa/
en/operating-with-
qfc/data-protection 
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Did you enjoy this session? Is there any way we could make it better? Let 
us know by filling out a speaker evaluation. 

1. Open the IAPP Events app.

2. Select IAPP Intensive 2026.

3. Tap "Schedule" on the bottom navigation bar.

4. Find this session. Click "Rate this Session" within the description. 

5. Once you’ve answered all three questions, tap "Done".

Thank you!

How Did Things Go?
(We Really Want To Know)


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Beyond the GDPR
	Slide 3: WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
	Slide 4: AGENDA OUTLINE
	Slide 5: GCC – Data Protection Landscape
	Slide 6: Bahrain; Kuwait; Oman; Qatar
	Slide 7: Saudi Arabia
	Slide 8: KSA: Registration as a Controller 
	Slide 9: KSA: Cross-border transfers  
	Slide 10: KSA: Data localisation considerations 
	Slide 11: United Arab Emirates
	Slide 12: UAE: ICT in Healthcare
	Slide 13: UAE: Certain freezones
	Slide 14: RESOURCES
	Slide 15: RESOURCES
	Slide 16: How Did Things Go? (We Really Want To Know)

