
Tasks
•   Advise the organization and        
    employees of data protection 
    obligations.
•   Monitor compliance and train        
    relevant staff.
•   Advise on data protection               
    impact assessments and monitor        
    performance.
•   Cooperate and consult with the DPA.
•   Serve as contact point for the        
    data subjects and the DPA.
•   Give due regard to data
    processing risks.

   

Requirements of the 
GDPR-mandated DPO
The European Data Protection Board chose the role of data 
protection officer for coordinated enforcement action in 2023. 
Twenty-six data protection authorities are participating. 

Does your DPO have what it takes?

Designation
•   Have expert knowledge of data   
     protection law and practices.

Structure
•   Report to the highest management level.
•   Be positioned to perform duties and tasks in an independent manner.
•   Be involved in all issues which relate to the protection of personal data.
•   Be resourced appropriately to maintain knowledge, access processing 
     operations and conduct tasks.

DPO Handbook: Data Protection O�cers Under the GDPR provides a 

comprehensive view of all aspects of the role of Data Protection O
cers 

(DPOs) under the EU’s new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 

starting with a look at how organizations determine whether they need a 

DPO, de�ning the skills required for the role, and discussing how to source 

this skillset. The book then describes in detail the various tasks a DPO 

performs starting from their �rst day and month on the job.

 
Intended for anyone occupying the role of DPO, whether new or 

experienced, part-time or full-time, employee or outsourced, lawyer, 

auditor, IT or compliance specialist, or non-technical manager, this book 

provides the technical questions to ask for non-technical DPOs, the legal 

questions to ask for non-lawyer DPOs, and the audit questions to ask for 

non-auditor DPOs.  
This second edition is updated with practical advice on GDPR training for 

various types of employees, thoughts on using ISO 27001 and the CNIL’s 

methodology for analyzing an organization’s security pro�le, guidance 

from the newly established European Data Protection Board, and much 

more. 
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Thomas J. Shaw, Esq. is an EU-based a�orney at law, CPA, CIPP/E, 

CIPP/US, CRISC, ECMM, CISM, ERMP, CISA, CGEIT and CCSK, and 

asst. professor of emerging technologies, information, and Internet 

law at leading universities. He is the author of many books on 

technology and privacy law and the history of law during wartime, 

is the editor and founder of the ABA’s Information Law Journal, 

and currently runs DPO Services, which provides DPO services to �rms around the globe subject to the General Data Protection Regulation in the EU.
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