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THE MODERATOR:  We're ready for the Purdue press
conference.  We will go straight into questions for the
student-athletes.  First question for student-athletes.

Q.  To Rashunda and to Abbey, the game had its ebbs
and flows throughout the night, but what really
clinched it for you in terms of getting the game under
control and you were able to win?

RASHUNDA JONES:  So for I think for both of us, for the
whole team honestly, when we came out in that second
half and we were just like -- Coach Katie told us, like, we're
hanging our heads, like we lost.  If we are going to keep
playing like that and acting like that, there's no chance.  So
I think that really clicked for us.

Us getting out there, it started with defense and flowed into
our offense, and it got us going.

THE MODERATOR:  Abbey, you want to answer that
question as well?

ABBEY ELLIS:  I think, in terms of basketball, we kind of
locked down our ball screen coverage, and we were able
to get stops.  We blocked out, and we were able to get out
in transition, a couple of and-ones and threes.  Just getting
stops at the defensive end.

Q.  Just for either of you, both of you, big second
halves, just scoring-wise, what allowed you all to get
going on that end?

ABBEY ELLIS:  I think transition offense.  We like to run
the floor, nice and speedy, and I think Jeanae did a great

job pushing the ball up and crossing the floor, and we were
able to space out.  And then attacking.

We spaced out on the three, which allowed Rashunda to
go in and be strong, and also have spot-up shooters.  So
just pushing that ball but we got stops to do that.

RASHUNDA JONES:  Just to piggy-back off of what Abbey
was saying, the defense really is what triggered everything
in transition.  We were able to find our shooters and get
downhill, get a couple of and-ones, and take the lead.

Q.  How do you guys prepare for such a quick
turnaround?  Obviously tomorrow in about 17 hours
you guys will be doing this again.  What's the mindset?
 Like enjoy tonight, but let's get going tomorrow.

RASHUNDA JONES:  I would just say take the win in
because it's a good win.  I would also say we have to focus
on what's next.  We won, but what's next?  Nebraska's
next.  Not worry about what happens after Nebraska.  Not
worry about anything.  Just winning quarter by quarter,
every five minutes, the first five minutes, just winning,
locking in.

Q.  For either of you, what do you feel like you need to
do against Nebraska?  You met them a few times in the
regular season.  What needs to change this time
around?

ABBEY ELLIS:  They have a dominant post, Markowski. 
She's so dominant in there, just right-handed and loves to
use the glass.  So we've got to shut her down.  Without
Caitlyn, it's going to be tough for us.  But we can do it.  We
have an active team.

Not letting their shooters get hot.  They have a lot of
shooters.  They can light it up from the arc.  We've got to
contain and contest.  But we have nothing to lose here. 
We're just going to run it for their money.

RASHUNDA JONES:  I would say, for me, I would say their
toughness.  We need to match their toughness.  I feel like
the last few games that we played them, that they've kind
of outworked us, and I don't think anybody on our team
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liked that.

I think being mentally tougher than them and physically
tougher than them on the court, that can lead us into a win.

Q.  Coach, what does it say about your team? 
Obviously your point in the first night, but to come
back in the third quarter like that, you just heard one of
your players say, kind of just playing with house
money basically.  What does it say about your team?

KATIE GEARLDS:  We got a lot of fighters on our team.  I
think Rashunda really hit it on the nose.  There was a 4:55
media timeout, 12-point game.  Like we had a sub, we
were untucking our jerseys, our heads were hanging.  We
were kind of looking undefeated, almost like we were trying
to do it all by ourself and it wasn't working, and our heads
were hanging.

That was the message.  If that's the way we're going to go
down, we're not going to win.  We might as well fight and
fight together.  Abbey hits a three out of the timeout.  We
get a couple of stops.  Rashunda gets out in transition and
get some and-ones.  Rashunda hit a huge three.  Mads hit
a huge three, and we were able to capitalize off some
offensive rebounds.

Defensively down the stretch, Alaina, Mila, Mary Ashley,
their hands are full without Caitlyn on the floor for us and
only having two games.

We made an adjustment.  We put J.T. in ball screen
coverages, and she did a really good job and she
responded.  She untucked her shirt, and we kind of looked
at her like, not now, let's go be special.  16 rebounds is
very J.T. like.

But on defense, number 10 was very special for us the last
ten minutes of the game.

Q.  I mean, just what did it mean to see Rashunda
specifically have that type of performance obviously? 
Been a contributor this year and getting postseason
play like that.

KATIE GEARLDS:  She's a special kid.  She hit some
rough spots in Big Ten play this season.  She was really
great in the nonconference.  Had some games throughout
the Big Ten Conference where she was special, and then
kind of hit that wall, that freshman wall where the season is
a little bit longer.  We rely on her a lot, same with Mary
Ashley, same with Sophie.  Just, hey, let's hit the refresh
button.  Brand new start.

She obviously changes the game for us with her speed and

her ability to pressure the full court.  She's a fighter.  She's
a believer and a big-time gamer, and I hope she's even
more special for everybody tomorrow.

Q.  In the first half, you were outrebounded 21-16, and
then you just came out --

KATIE GEARLDS:  Just pounded it.

Q.  Getting them all in the second half, 27-15.

KATIE GEARLDS:  They were shooting 50 percent at
halftime, so they weren't missing a lot of shots.  And we
were shooting 35 percent, so we were missing them.  I
think we had 8 offensive rebounds at halftime, and we
finished with 20.  Just hungry going to the offensive glass.

There was a time I was putting J.T. in, I was like, hey, go
be special, I need you to have 20 rebounds, and she
fought.  She was able to come up with 16.

Abbey, all 5'6" of her, whatever, 7 of her, whatever, she's
going to be mad at me, she finished with double digits. 
Mads got her hands on some balls.

There was a different "want to" down the last stretch, a
different belief the last few minutes of the game.  Nobody
rebounds the ball better than Nebraska.  So we've got to
be even more special tomorrow.

Q.  You just reiterated, I was just going to ask, but
Abbey, we all know what she can do on the offensive
end, but to have ten rebounds, first game all year she
even had more than six.  What does that say about her
on that end?

KATIE GEARLDS:  Just wants to win.  Doesn't want her
college career to be over with.  Do whatever it takes, and I
think in that timeout with 4:55, it was like, hey, J.T., Mary
Ashley, go rebound.  Abbey, go chase some down.  I think
she ends up with 6 offensive rebounds on the stat sheet. 
I'm not sure.

Just a different kind of hunger, different kind of "want to,"
just a "I'm not losing."  And I'm glad 23 put us on her back
and finished the game for us.

Q.  You mentioned the rebounding, but what else does
your team kind of need to do well tomorrow against
Nebraska?

KATIE GEARLDS:  A lot of things.  Obviously Markowski is
as good as any big in our league.  She's given us fits for
two games.  Jaz Shelley is elite as elite gets in our league. 
They've got all capable shooters, straight line drivers. 
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They dominate the glass.

We've got to be able to knock down some open shots. 
We've got to make sure we're taking care of the basketball
and not turning the ball over at a high rate.

Then for us, Nebraska's a very, very good basketball team.
 Hopefully first game for them, they come out and shoot it
like we did in the first half and we can jump on them.

Our hands are full, and like Abbey said, we're playing with
house money.  We've got nothing to lose, so we'll go out
there and fight as hard as we can.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports
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THE MODERATOR:  Northwestern press conference will
start with opening statement from Coach McKeown.

JOE MCKEOWN:  Really tough night for us.  We played
great, and couldn't finish the game.  Credit to Purdue,
made a lot of shots in the second half.  Made a great run at
us.  We were in complete control for a long time.

So give them credit.  I wish them the best.  I thought we
competed really well, played hard.  Got in some foul
trouble, and then we had some breakdowns on defense,
and that was probably the difference in the game, a couple
of threes.

Really proud of my team.  They have dealt with adversity
all year.  I have three seniors that have given everything to
Northwestern.  So I'm proud to say I'm their coach.  Go
from there.  Thanks.

THE MODERATOR:  We'll have each student-athlete make
a quick statement.  Maggie, do you want to start?

MAGGIE PINA:  I think this game we came out stronger in
the first half than the second.  We had some
miscommunications, like Coach said, on defense.  We got
stagnant on offense.  We were missing shots we normally
make, and Purdue was making really tough shots.

On the year, I'm really glad to have the experience to play
in the Big Ten, to play for this coaching staff.

With all my amazing teammates, I'm so thankful for the

extra year.  It wasn't the outcome we wanted for our game
tonight or all of the games, but overall it was a great
experience for me.

PAIGE MOTT:  I know we're probably not the three you all
wanted to talk to, but next year look out for Caileigh Walsh,
Mel Daley, Mercy Ademusayo, Alana Goodchild, look out
for all of them.  They're going to be eating.

JASMINE MCWILLIAMS:  They said it all.  Our teammates
are great.  Next year is going to be a rebuilding year, and
I'm excited to come back next year and watch them.

Q.  Paige, considering the result the first time you
played Purdue this year, you had to feel good this
game was a lot more competitive.

PAIGE MOTT:  Yeah, that first game should never have
happened.  I'm still not happy with the result of this game,
but I'm happy that we fought.  We should have won.  But
it's whatever.

Q.  Anything that you could take from this game to
build on for next season despite the loss?

JOE MCKEOWN:  We came in, and we just beat Rutgers
Sunday on the road.  We felt like we were playing -- we
had practiced at a really high level.  We had a ten-point
lead in the second half, in the third quarter, and you
couldn't carry it over.

I think that's a teaching lesson for us, a teaching point for
our younger players.  That will be something we deal with
in the spring.

Just disappointing because we felt like after Sunday we
might make a run.  I had a team with Nia Coffey, and she
averaged 30 points a game in the tournament, Minnesota
legend, and we played four games in a row.  We talked
about that as a team, that you can get hot, get on a run,
and that was one of our goals this week coming in.

Just let me finish with this:  I've been in women's basketball
over 40 years.  So again, I really wish I could coach all
week with the excitement that's generated in the Big Ten
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this year.  I give Caitlyn Clark a lot of credit.  I give a lot of
players a lot of credit too and coaches.

It's a great league right now.  I wish everybody the best the
rest of the week.  In the NCAA Tournament, I think there's
some teams that are poised to make deep runs.  I wish we
were one of them, but we'll be back.  Thank you.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports
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