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Request to Attend the SANS DFIR Summit and Training
Summit: Oct. 15-16 | Training: Oct. 17-22 | Arlington, VA




To: [Manager Name and Title]  Date: [Date]
From: [Your Name and Title]  Subject: Request for approval to attend the SANS DFIR Summit and Training

Dear [Manager Name],
I am requesting approval to attend the SANS DFIR Summit, Oct. 15-16 in Arlington, VA, and [selected course] during the Oct. 17-22 training program. Unlike broad events where DFIR content is scattered across unrelated tracks, this event brings Digital Forensics, Incident Response, Ransomware, and Threat Hunting together in one focused experience.
In-person attendance provides full access to technical talks, hands-on workshops, practitioner-led case studies, networking, the evening reception, solutions expo, refreshments, and approved recordings and materials.
The program goes beyond what recent Netflix productions could show. Heather Barnhart will reveal the anti-forensics, logs, and digital traces behind the University of Idaho murder investigation featured in the recent #1 Netflix docuseries, The Idaho Murders: College Nightmare. Jason Higley will unpack the fabricated evidence and investigative decisions behind A Toxic Love Story.

Why this Summit is different
All major DFIR disciplines are covered in one place, making better use of travel, time, and budget.
Talks and hands-on workshops focus on the artifacts, tools, techniques, and decisions that determine investigative outcomes.
Sessions address emerging evidence sources, AI-assisted investigations, ransomware, and threat hunting, with direct access to experienced practitioners and peers.
Why add a course at the event
The Summit shows what is changing across DFIR; the course turns that insight into structured, instructor-led practice through hands-on labs. Pairing them concentrates travel and provides direct access to course experts and peers, helping me apply the skills immediately. Register and pay for an eligible 4-6 day course by Sept. 26 to receive a $1,000 credit with code DFIR26_1000.
How the investment will return value
I will deliver a short team briefing within two weeks of the Summit.
I will share approved resources and recommend at least two improvements to our investigative practices 
or response plans.

Estimated investment

	Item
	Estimated cost

	Summit registration
	$525 in person

	Selected course
	$[Amount]

	Course credit 
(eligible 4-6 day course)
	-$1,000

	Airfare or transportation
	$[Amount]

	Lodging
	$[Amount]

	Other approved expenses
	$[Amount]

	Total requested
	$[Total]




I believe this focused investment will strengthen my ability to support our investigations and return practical knowledge to the team. Thank you for considering my request.
Sincerely,
[Your Name]
Featured courses: FOR478 | FOR610 | FOR585 | FOR572 | View all courses
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