


STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

One of the basic tenets of the Southern Conference is the belief that
“well managed intercollegiate athletic competition is an important
component of higher education (preamble, Southern Conference
Constitution).” With this belief in mind, the men’s and women’s Soccer
Game Management Manual was designed for the purpose of providing
an organized means of competition between the teams of student-athletes
at our respective academic institutions.

SOUTHERN CONFERENCE
MISSION STATEMENT

Preparing student-athletes for life’s challenges since 1921.
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2019 SOUTHERN CONFERENCE

VOLLEYBALL GAME MANAGEMENT MANUAL

Artificial Noisemakers

Artificial noisemakers (air horns, electronic amplifiers, whistles, clappers, etc.) are not permissible
in Southern Conference venues. The only exceptions to this rule are the amplifiers that are part
of the official home or visiting band or cheerleading squad. Artificial noisemakers shall be
removed from the facility when discovered.

‘ Ball Rotation System

A three-ball or four-ball rotational system should be used during all Conference matches. If four
balls are used, the fourth ball should be held by the retriever directly behind the first referee’s
stand.

‘ Band Regulations

Bands are allowed to play only during pre-match, halftime, post-match and during stoppages of
play on the court. Bands are prohibited from playing during live ball situations.

‘ Blood Rule Procedures

NCAA rules specify that when a participant suffers a laceration or wound where oozing or
bleeding occurs; the player shall go to the team area and be given appropriate medical treatment.
The player may not return to the game without the approval of medical personnel. Medical
personnel for this purpose shall be the team doctor and certified athletic trainer. NCAA guidelines
give the sole authority to those personnel when determining if a player may return. Officials will
assist in every way possible. Southern Conference game officials will be instructed to use a
common sense approach to the enforcement of this rule.

NCAA blood rule:

11.3.7 Players with a bleeding injury, blood on the uniform or signs of a concussion shall be substituted
for and may re-enter the game (after being beckoned by the referee) at any stoppage of play or at any of
the allowable times for normal substitution, provided the appropriate medical personnel have given
clearance. Neither the injured player nor the substitute shall be charged with a substitution. However, if
the injured player replaces a player other than the original substitute, that player shall be charged with a
substitution.

Note: The injured player is eligible for re-entry only after medical personnel has given clearance.
However, if a player leaves the game for displaying concussion-like symptoms, that player must be
cleared by the team physician or his or her designee according to the concussion management plan.
Student-athletes diagnosed with a concussion shall not return to activity for the remainder of that
day. (See Appendix E.)



Cheerleading Regulations

Cheerleaders should be encouraged to help maintain good sportsmanship among the students and
others in attendance. The head cheerleader should be ready at all times to instigate the most
popular cheer in case an unpleasant situation should occur. No pyramids may be performed
that are more than two tiers (persons) high. No flips may be conducted other than those made from
the ground. Mini-trampolines may not be used. Cheerleader megaphones should always be turned
toward the crowd and never toward the court. Amplified microphones are prohibited. (VOTE:
Cheerleaders and mascots must sit on the same half of the court as their team and should stay
clear of the bench area and be at least two meters from the court. Cheerleaders and mascots
should remain silent between the whistle that initiates a serve and service.)

‘ Complimentary Tickets

The home team shall provide the visiting team with 50 complimentary tickets for each Conference
match, provided that the home team is charging admission. The 50 complimentary tickets should
be provided from a pass list given to the home institution by the visiting institution upon its arrival.
In accordance with Southern Conference Sportsmanship Code Regulations, a buffer section of
visiting team seats or empty space must be provided in the area immediately behind the visiting
team bench as it may be appropriate for each particular venue. The 50 complimentary tickets for
the visiting team must be located within the buffer zone area. (Revised 5/13)

‘ Crowd Control

The home Athletics Director (or his or her designee) shall serve as the game management director
for all Conference matches. The home Athletics Director or game management director designee
has the direct responsibility for crowd control as outlined in the Southern Conference
Sportsmanship Code Regulations.

Southern Conference Code of Conduct Public Address Announcement

The Southern Conference Code of Conduct Public Address Announcement should be read twice
per contest — at the beginning of the contest and midway through the contest - and as necessary
during the course of competition. The public address announcer may read the following: “The
Southern Conference and its member institutions are committed to principles of good
sportsmanship. We believe that all student-athletes, coaches and spectators should strive to
represent the very best spirit and tradition of college athletics. We request your cooperation by
supporting the participants and officials in a positive manner at all times. Those in attendance
should report any act that goes against this policy to game management or security personnel
immediately. Thank you.” Additionally, an announcement should be made informing spectators
of the proper procedure to register complaints or concerns they may have regarding the behavior
of other spectators. The host institution is responsible for addressing any such reported concerns
in an appropriate and timely manner.



‘ Dance Team and Mascots Regulation

Regulations as they apply to cheerleaders also apply to dance teams and mascots.

Debris Thrown on the Court

Each member institution should have a “zero tolerance” policy toward fans throwing items onto
the playing court and shall eject violators from the venue.

‘ Game Day Auxiliary Personnel

Each school shall provide the following auxiliary personnel for each match and shall be
responsible for payment (if applicable) to those persons:

Scoreboard operator — this person will need the ability to stay focused and to keep up with the
scoring changes;

Ball persons — host institutions should provide a minimum of two ball persons. NCAA regulations
dictate that these individuals are not allowed to be in high school, grades 9 through 12. Ball persons
shall act as ball retrievers to avoid unnecessary delay of the match. If ball persons assist the home
team during warm-ups, they are expected to extend the same courtesy to the visiting team;

TV liaison (if applicable) - host institutions shall provide a TV liaison for televised matches if
asked to do so by the broadcasting network or the Conference office. This person’s job is to serve
as an on-court link between the officiating crew and the television producer, notifying the head
referee when it is acceptable to resume play following timeout situations. NOTE: TV liaisons are
required to dress in appropriate attire — collared shirt and khaki colored slacks or pants,

Public address announcer - host institutions should provide a public address announcer for pre-
match introductions and to inform spectators of happenings during a match;

Official Scorer — the host institution shall provide two official scorers for all matches (an official
scorer and an assistant scorekeeper to track replacements involving the libero). The assistant
scorekeeper is considered part of the officiating crew. Scorers should be trained to score according
to USA Volleyball and/or NCAA Rules. Training materials are available from the Professional
Association of Volleyball Officials (www.pavo.org). The scorers should arrive on site and be
introduced to the officials 30 minutes prior to the match. Official scorers should be dressed in
proper attire (navy slack or shorts, white collared shirt, and white tennis shoes).

Lines Judges — The home team is required to secure a minimum of two competent line judges to
work Conference matches. Line judges should arrive on site at least 30 minutes prior to match time
in order to meet with the officials. Line judges should be dressed in appropriate and neutral attire
(i.e., navy slacks or shorts, white shirt with collar, white tennis shoes). It is not acceptable for the
home team to switch line judges during a match. *Maintain a list of back-up officials, scorekeepers
and line judges for emergencies. Have the assignor/coordinator’s cell phone number available at
the event.



‘ Game Intervals

Intervals in play during Conference matches shall be three minutes between all sets, except that a five-
minute break shall occur between sets two and three. Timeouts in all conference matches will be 75
seconds in length. (Approved 6/12. Updated 7/18)

‘ Game Management Director Responsibilities

A complete list of event management regulations is contained in the 2018 and 2019 NCAA
Women’s Volleyball Rules and Interpretations. The following are some of the most basic in-
game responsibilities of game management personnel:

Prior To the Volleyball Season

1.

Cooperate and communicate with the conference or school officiating assignor/coordinator to
ensure the assignor has the most current season schedule information.

Prior to the season and as needed, review the fan control sections in the NCAA Women's

Volleyball Rules and Interpretations (Page 77 — Event Management for Administrators,
Coaches and Officials).

Before Each Volleyball Match

1.

About one week prior to each event, email the match details to the assigned officials to ensure
that date, match time and site are mutually understood. Additionally, all hotel arrangements
made by the host institution on behalf of referees should be communicated with those referees
who are eligible for the hotel accommodation (double occupancy if same gender).

In the preliminary e-mail, include directions to the playing site, parking instructions, and entry
location. (Some institutions even have a parking attendant waiting in the lot for the official’s
arrival, with parking spaces held with cones.) Include any special travel considerations, such
as construction that affects the normal route or other events in the area that might require
officials to allow extra travel time. Provide a cell phone number that officials can use for
emergencies within a few hours of match time.

Match Day

1.

2.

Have chairs near the scorer’s table for the line judges to use between sets.

About 45 minutes prior to the match, the referees will check the net and volleyballs to ensure
they meet specifications. They will most likely want to also check the height of the referee
stand. Be available while they complete those tasks in case adjustments are needed. Have an
additional “booster platform” about 6-12 inches high that can be placed on the stand for the
referees of smaller stature.

Ensure the serving area remains free of spectators during play.
Remain courtside as much as possible during the match to be responsive to officials’ needs for
crowd control or equipment issues (Especially at timeouts and between sets, be in a visible

position so that the second referee can make contact without delay).
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5. Initially speak with and keep an eye on photographers shooting courtside. Photographers are
not allowed to be anywhere in front of the team benches, or between the extended attack
lines on the bench side of the court. In all other areas, the media area is within one meter of
the boundary of the playable area and at least two meters from the court;

6. Ensure that the cheerleaders are on the same side as their respective institution and clear
of the serving area;

7. Coaches are limited to standing and instructing players at least 1.75 meters from the sideline
of the court. Therefore, the benches should be set up far enough away so the coach can rise and
instruct during a dead ball without encroaching the 1.75-meter mark. Make sure the benches
are not closer to the center line than the attack line and be sure the scorer’s table is no closer to
the sideline than the benches;

8. Ensure that a visual device (scoreboard) displaying running time and score is available for use
during the match. A visual display of timeouts remaining for each team and team substitutions
1s recommended;

9. Ensure that a minimum of three towels are available at courtside for the official’s use,
or provide floor wipers with towels.

10. There is now an NCAA rule which empowers officials to sanction the home team or forfeit the
match if the host administration fails to alleviate fan control problems after being asked to do
so. Essentially, the crowd may cheer loudly and positively. The officials become involved
when behavior involves profanity, racial or sexual/gender comments. It may also be
necessary for officials to become involved if certain spectators, who are positioned near
the opponent’s serving, are extremely loud at the moment of serve.

11. Escorts should be available at intermission (ask the officials if they intend to go to the dressing
area) and after the match. Ask the officials if they would like an escort to their car after the
event as well.

12. If the dressing area is too far from the playing court for the referees to use at intermission,
consider an alternate quiet location where they can sit down, converse, and have a non-public
toilet available.

After the match, the escort should be ready to help the officials and line judges exit the playing
area together immediately. If a third-party observer is involved and the dressing area is a
distance away or very small, consider an alternative post-match meeting area that accommodates the
observer, officials, line judges, and scorekeepers for the post- match discussion.

‘ Game Management Provisions

The following game management provisions shall be provided for the visiting team by the home
team:

Water: Water and/or other refreshments should be available in the dressing area before and after
the match. Bottles of water should also be available at the court.

5



Bench: One 10-gallon cooler of water, one ice chest with ice and bags, two sleeves of cups,
bench towels, one biohazard container;

Dressing Room: The dressing area should be secured at all times. However, the officiating team
must have immediate access, especially if spectators, players, or coaches are allowed in the area.
The dressing area should accommodate mixed- gender crews with divided dressing areas or some
other means of privacy. Minimum accommodations also include hangers, towels, mirrors, and
toilet facilities.

‘ Match Format

All Conference matches shall be best of five sets utilizing the rally point system. The rally
point system awards a point on each service that does not involve a play over. Sets 1-4 shall be
won when one team scores 25 points and has at least a two-point advantage over its opponent. Set
5 shall be won when one team scores 15 points and has at least a two-point advantage over its
opponent. There shall be no point cap on any set of a match.

‘ Medical Arrangements

It is recommended that the host institution have an ambulance or EMS medical personnel on site
for each Conference match beginning at the start of the match and concluding through the duration
of the contest.

‘ Motorized Vehicles, Explosive Devices, Live Mascots

The home Athletics Director shall decide the policy regarding the use of explosive devices
(cannons, rifles, rocket launchers, etc.), live mascots (dogs, horses, birds, etc.), and motorized
vehicles in their facility. Visiting Athletics Directors need to request permission for use of these
items at least two weeks in advance, and approval or disapproval of the request must be given
immediately by the home Athletics Director.

‘ NCAA Rules Changes for 2018 and 2019

Please see Appendix C of this manual.

Official Volleyball Ball

The “official volleyball” as designated by the Conference shall be used during regular season
Conference matches, unless a school has an independent agreement with another ball manufacturer
for its home matches. The official ball for the 2019 season is the Molten IV 58 L-N Super
Touch blue/silver/white leather volleyball.



Officials

Conference officials are considered “Independent Contractors” for the purposes of employment.
The Conference shall use a two-person (one up official and one down official) officiating crews.
All officials shall be assigned by Daniel Leake, Southern Conference Coordinator of Volleyball
Officials.

Payment

Officials’ Fees: Officials shall be paid a flat fee of $290 per official per match. (Approved
5/14). Officials should be provided a second hotel night if he or she is staying for matches on
consecutive days and the second match begins at 7 p.m. or later. Payment of officials will be
handled through ArbiterPay. (Approved 1/16)

Assignments
Officials assigned to conference matches may be national, junior national, Regional or state rated
officials.

Amenities

Host institutions should provide officials with a private dressing area, one chair per official, and
an ample supply of water and/or sport drinks before the match, at the five-minute break between
sets 2 and 3, and after the match. A light snack (fruit and sandwich) will be welcomed by the
officials, but not required.

Game Management Director Responsibilities

The game management director should ensure that the officiating support team arrives on time
and is introduced to the officials. The officials should be greeted upon arrival and escorted to
their dressing area. The officials should also be informed of the game management director’s
location during the match. The officials should be kept away from the teams and in a private
area prior to and after the match.

Security

Event management should take the officials to the dressing room upon arrival once they have
identified themselves. Management shall walk the officials back to the dressing area for the break
between sets two and three and after the match. Once the match has ended, the officials should
be escorted to at least the exit doors when they are ready to leave.

‘ Practice Times

Three days before each Conference match, the home team will provide the visiting team with an
available practice time, provided that the visiting team will be arriving on site the day before the
scheduled match. If there should be changes necessitated by the availability of facilities that is
beyond the control of the host institution, revision to the stated time would be acceptable. It is to
be understood that times cannot be changed for the mere convenience of the home team. On
match days, practice sessions should be made available to both competing teams if possible. The
home team shall be granted the first available practice session and the visiting team the second
available practice session. Each of these practice sessions shall be equal in terms of time allowed.



Pre-Match Format

The competition area (court) shall be available at least one hour prior to a match to allow for warm-
ups. All matches will begin at a time determined by the home institution. The home team shall be
responsible for supplying at least 20 “official” balls for both teams to use during warm-ups. All
balls should be of competition quality. The same amount of warm-up time must be made available
to both teams. Ball persons should be reminded to extend the same courtesies to the visiting
team as they do for the home team during warm-ups. The host institution shall provide the
visiting head coach with a pre-match protocol and/or time line upon the visiting team’s arrival on
site. The NCAA pre-match protocol is required for all Conference matches.

‘ Pre-Match Meeting

It is suggested that the game management director meet the officials and show them to the
dressing room area/meeting area and, if applicable, pay them. The director should also visit
briefly with the visiting head coach and officials prior to the match to answer any questions and
to inform them of his or her availability during a match. The game management director should
be prepared to meet with the officials between 90 minutes and one hour prior to the match. The
game management director should hand the officials and visiting head coach a copy of the
match protocol that includes warm-up times, introductions and time of promotion between the
second and third sets (if applicable). The game management director should inform the officials
on arrival about any special events taking place (Senior Recognition, Breast Cancer Awareness,
etc.) in conjunction with the match. The game management director should also address crowd
control, media timeouts, name of official scorers, ball shaggers, line judges, etc.

‘ Pre-Match Protocol

The standard NCAA pre-match protocol shall be used for all Conference matches. The court
shall be available for use at least one hour prior to the scheduled match time. There shall be no
shared hitting or serving. The pre-match protocol shall include any serving with each team’s time.

‘ Public Address Announcer

Only the designated public address announcer may use a microphone during a Southern
Conference match. The public address announcer is responsible for whatever is said over the PA
system. The primary function of the announcer is to give specific information to the fans, not to
incite them by unnecessary inflection of voice beyond the pre-match introduction of the home
team. The public address announcer and any electronic sound devices must remain silent until a
whistle stops play.

‘ Signs

Signs of a derogatory nature directed towards an individual opponent, visiting team or match
officials are not permitted in Conference venues. It is the responsibility of the home institution
to ensure that such signs are immediately removed.



‘ Southern Conference “Branding” Items

Uniform Patches

It is required that the Southern Conference primary or secondary logo be placed (silk screened
or embroidered) on all game uniforms (home or away jerseys). The following are recommended
areas for placement:

1. Left sleeve of the jersey, facing the side, approximately three inches above the bottom of
the sleeve;

2. Right sleeve of the jersey, facing the side, approximately three inches above the bottom of
the sleeve;

3. Left chest of the jersey.

Court Stencil

The Conference office will supply each institution with a plastic stencil (if necessary) to
assist schools in the painting of the word “SoCon” on playing court. It is strongly recommended
that SoCon signage be visible at all Conference venues.

Students

The host institution must not permit organized groups of students from sitting directly behind the
visiting team bench to harass, intimidate or otherwise verbally or physically abuse visiting team
personnel. Students who are more intent on verbally abusing the opponents rather than cheering
for their own team should not be encouraged by SoCon administrations.

‘ Team Areas/Sideline Control

The sidelines area outside the seating areas of the venue should be restricted, while the match is in
progress, to team members and personnel, credentialed media personnel, ball persons and security
personnel.

These guidelines are intended to reduce disturbing, and potentially dangerous, incidents that occur
at court level, between persons who need to be at court level and those who do not. The court area
is for those who are performing a service associated with action on the court and for
administration of the matchy it is not for spectators.

Please consider the following points when developing a plan regarding court-level access:
Violation encourages persons in stadium seats to join spectators in the restricted area;
Persons on the sidelines are subject to injury and the end of plays when players enter the
restricted area out of control. Conversely, they may be responsible for injury to players and
match officials in similar circumstances;

Spectators on the sideline can verbally or physically abuse players and match officials;

Spectators at court level are in a prime position to rush onto the court following the match;



Persons with vicious intent may be in sideline groups; and

The view of spectators in the first few rows of seats who have paid admission to the match might
be restricted. In addition, the view from television and team video cameras of players near the
sidelines may be hindered.

Timeouts

Timeouts in all Conference matches shall be 75 seconds in length.

‘ Uniforms

For all Conference matches, the home team must wear light colored uniforms and the visiting
team must wear uniforms of contrasting color. If the visiting team is playing back to back
Conference matches on the road before returning home, then it shall wear dark colored uniforms
for the first match and light-colored uniforms for the second match. The home team would then
wear dark colored uniforms for the visiting team’s second match.

‘ Video Exchange Policy

Video Exchange Policies: Each Southern Conference institution shall exchange
conference game films via the conference’s video exchange program (VolleyMetrics).
All conference and non-conference matches will be available on an open exchange basis to all
conference members and the conference office. All game film should include each match in
a continuous fashion (i.e., no breaks between points), should be filmed from an end zone
location (elevated 6’ to 20’) and should include sound. Footage shot for video streaming does
not qualify as appropriate film exchange video. Score sheets, box scores and a libero tracking sheet
should be uploaded along with the video. The uploading of this additional content should follow
the same deadlines as the video. (Approved and Effective 07/09; Revised 6/12)

Uploading Deadlines: For Conference matches, game files of weekend matches must be uploaded
by both teams by noon (ET) of the following Monday for home teams and by 5:00 p.m. ET the
following Monday for the visiting team. The uploading of these weekend Conference matches
shall not take place between Friday at 4:00 p.m. ET until Sunday at 4:00 p.m. ET. This lockout of
uploads will currently be handled by the head coaches until the Conference electronic tape
exchange system has the ability to isolate the blocking of uploads with the allowance of
downloading to still take place. Game files of mid-week matches must be uploaded by both teams
by noon (ET) of the following day. For NON-conference weekend matches, game films must be
uploaded by noon ET of the following Tuesday. NON-conference mid-week matches must be
uploaded by noon ET of the following day. (Approved and Effective 07/09; Revised 6/12)

Conference + Weekend + Home Team = Monday 12:00 p.m.

Conference + Weekend + Visiting Team = Monday 5:00 p.m.

Conference + Midweek + Home Team = Next Day 12:00 p.m.

Conference + Midweek + Visiting Team = Next Day 12:00 p.m.

Nonconference + Weekend + Home Match = Tuesday 12:00 p.m.

Nonconference + Midweek + Home Match = Next Day 12:00 p.m.
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Southern Conference Game Management Principles

The purpose of having sound game management procedures in place is to insure the competition, safety and
enjoyment of a SoCon athletic event for all participants and spectators alike.

All home SoCon contests must have an administrator from the host institution present at the start of the contest. If
possible, the administrator should remain throughout the contest, monitoring all game management issues. Should
the administrator be called away from the site by other responsibilities, he/she must remain available via phone if
circumstances warrant consultation.

The host institution is responsible for providing a proper and appropriate level of security for all SoCon contests.
All on-site administrators should have immediate access to a phone in the event of a crowd control or medical
emergency requiring additional assistance.

The primary game management administrator must introduce himself/herself to the opposing team's head coach and
game officials prior to the start of the contest to let those parties know they are available to assist with any crowd
control or game management issues.

The host institution is responsible for giving the visiting team the same fair chance to compete that the host wants
when it becomes a visitor. This includes insuring the security of the visiting team bench area and dressing room.

The host institution is ultimately responsible for controlling the behavior of its support groups and spectators.
Incidents of physical abuse, repeated verbal abuse, throwing items at opposing teams or onto the playing field or
court must not be tolerated. The host institution's security force should eject those committing these violations.

The SoCon'’s sportsmanship announcement should be read twice per contest - at the beginning of the contest and
midway through the contest. Additionally, an announcement should be made informing spectators of the proper
procedure to register complaints or concerns they may have regarding the behavior of other spectators. The host
institution is responsible for addressing any such reported concerns in an appropriate and timely manner.

The host institution is responsible for providing adequate security for all participants and game officials entering
and leaving the area of play. Both team and officials' dressing rooms should be private and secure.

The host institution must not permit organized groups of students from sitting directly behind the visiting team bench
to harass, intimidate or otherwise verbally or physically abuse visiting team personnel. Students who are more
intent on verbally abusing the opponents rather than cheering for their own team should not be encouraged by
SoCon administrations.

Coaches and administrators critical of game management practices at another member institution must have the
courtesy and fortitude to contact the administration of the other institution and express their concerns as soon as
practical after the contest is concluded. Critical comments made to the conference office should be made only after
contact has first been made with the other administration.






Crowd Control
Global Check List/Tool Kit
Alternatives for Institutions to Consider

The following will serve as a check list (or tool kit) for institutions to consider as they plan for
crowd control measures. The Committee recognizes there are vast differences in venue capacity,
student enrollment and departmental approaches to game management at their respective
institution. However, the purpose of this list is to provide a number of ideas that might help
prevent postgame celebrations that may end in institutional reputation damage, property
damage, injury to fans, and even death to those celebrating, regardless of NCAA division.

Check List/Tool Kit

1. Establish clear roles and responsibilities for game management staff at your institution.
Must have approval from director of athletics and must be a priority.

2. Conduct preseason meetings with athletics department, university administration (e.g., vice
president student services), university law enforcement, and student body representatives
on roles, responsibilities and expectations of behavior at athletics events.

3. Establish, adopt and/or review existing state laws governing public event behavior and
University Student Code of Conduct, and insure the existing codes are applicable to
athletics events. Establish and publicize consequences for violation of Code of Conduct,
university policy and procedures, etc., for student and season-ticket holders. Strict
adherence to these policies and procedures must be enforced to insure the integrity of the

policy.

4. Develop public service announcements and print ads featuring persons in authority (e.g.,
president/chancellor, director of athletics, head coach, student-athlete) encouraging good
sportsmanship and information on post game celebrations. Repetitive statements in game
day programs, media guides and public announcements will help reinforce the message of
good sportsmanship.

5. Conduct a mock disaster drill, which simulates a post game celebration that does not go as
planned. The main purpose of this exercise is to ensure that all entities (e.g., police,
medical, game operations) are effectively communicating and that lines of responsibility
are clearly defined.

6.  Review seating location of all groups in the venue (e.g., students, visiting fans, season-
ticket holders) to avoid areas of possible confrontations. Make certain law enforcement
and security personnel are strategically located in problem areas, especially as it relates to
access to the playing field/court. Keep the same security people in the same key areas to
establish contact and relationships with fans.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Conduct efficient screening techniques at entrances to venue (e.g., search, pat-down,
opening of purses) to check for dangerous objects, alcohol, etc., entering the venue. Place
a trash receptacle or table adjacent to the entry gate to serve as a last chance for patrons
to dispose of prohibited items.

Encourage security to get to know fans in their section and appeal to their intelligence and
willingness to work with the university to support the team.

Communicate to visiting team your venue policy and procedures, with a special emphasis
on policies that might be unusual for visiting patrons (e.g., open container law).

Create a pocket-size game management guide that clearly states venue policy, Code of
Conduct, and expectations for behavior of patrons attending the event.

Discuss use of video boards or matrix boards to announce and publicize venue policy.
Discourage use of videoboards to incite the crowd through replay of controversial calls.

Discuss use of public address system and/or microphone on the playing field/court, in
order for head coach to address fans after the game.

Discuss marching/pep band coordinating a post-event function on the playing field/court,
which would occupy the area with a planned, publicized event.

Organize an annual meeting with game management staff within a conference, division,
etc., in order to discuss common problems and solutions with peer institutions.

Discuss feasibility of collapsible goal posts and develop plan for lowering of goal posts at
the conclusion of the game.

Make certain person responsible for videotaping the game continues to videotape the
activity on the playing field after the teams have left the field. This will serve as an
excellent learning instrument in the event an unplanned post game celebration develops.

Discuss importance of adherence to stadium policy and procedures to local media,
especially the student newspaper and student radio station. Institutional public service
announcements the week of the game will also be very beneficial.

Communicate to student-athletes their role in promoting good sportsmanship among the
fans --- whether they realize it or not, their actions have an impact on the conduct and
behavior of other students and fans at the event.

Establish a respectful relationship with student groups that support your team. Encourage
their buy-in to spirited, but respectful and safe support of school teams (e.g. establishing
spirit groups that meet with the coach, etc., but meet the coach's/administration's
expectations for conduct).






2018 and 2019 Women’s Volleyball Rules Changes

The following rules changes were approved by the NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee and the Playing Rules Oversight
Panel. They will be incorporated into the rules book for the 2018 and 2019 seasons.

Rule Page Rules Change, Rationale

7.1.1.2 26 Simplify the “solid-colored” jersey rule by changing it to the “libero” jersey and only require that the jersey be
immediately recognized from all angles as clearly contrasting the jerseys of other team members.

Rationale: This proposal simplifies the rule and allows manufacturers to use the latest design techniques, while not
requiring institutions to purchase new jerseys. With this change, any current “solid-colored” jersey would still meet the
new rule requirement.

8.4.2.3 31 Reduce the maximum allowable time for intermission between sets two and three to five minutes for all matches.

Rationale: Currently, the maximum length for intermission is 10 minutes. This proposal will keep the pace of play
more continuous from match to match. In addition, it will enhance the fan experience.

10.1.1.3 38 Allow a coach to add a libero to their team's lineup sheet after submission.

Rationale: The current rule does not allow a coach to put a libero number on the lineup sheet after it has been
submitted, prohibiting the use a libero for that set. This proposal allows the coach to add the libero number provided
there is no delay.

10.1.1.3 38 Allow a coach to change their lineup if a duplicate number was submitted both in the libero position and another
and position.
10.1.1.6

Rationale: Current rule states that the player listed as a libero must play as a libero or the team does not have a libero
for that set. This proposal allows the coach to decide if the player listed twice will be the libero or a player in another
position.




2018 and 2019 Women’s Volleyball Rules Changes

The following rules changes were approved by the NCAA Women’s Volleyball Rules Committee and the Playing Rules Oversight
Panel. They will be incorporated into the rules book for the 2018 and 2019 seasons.

18.1.4.2.1 64 | Regarding the Challenge Review System (CRS), combine the two rule categories of “in/out” and “touch” into one

and reviewable challenge.
18.1.4.2.2
Rationale: According to the most recent CRS data, 81 percent of challenges involve “in/out” and “touch” calls.
Currently if the coach challenges “in”, but replay shows the ball is “out”, and it also shows there was a “touch”, the
referees could only rule on the “in/out” call. This proposal allows the referees to make the correct call.

18.1.4.5 65 Add the 3-meter attack line as a reviewable decision. This challenge is limited to the foot/feet contacting the attack line.

Rationale: There was significant support from coaches on the survey to add the attack line as a challengeable action.
The attack line is generally visible on the majority of CRS systems in use, so this allows the referees an additional
opportunity to make the correct call.

18.1.5.1.1 65 Allow each team an additional challenge if the match goes to a fifth set. Any unused challenges would carry over into
the fifth set as well.

Rationale: This proposal allows coaches to use challenges as necessary and have additional strategic opportunities
without providing for an unlimited number of challenges.







SoCon Institutional Volleyball Contacts

The Citadel
ETSU

Furman

Mercer

UNCG

Samford

UTC

Western Carolina
Wofford
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Furman

Mercer

UNCG

Samford
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Wofford

The Citadel
ETSU

Furman

Mercer

UNCG

Samford

UTC

Western Carolina
Wofford

Athletics Directors
Mike Capaccio mcapaccio@citadel.edu
Scott Carter cartersn@etsu.edu
Jason Donnelly TBA@furman.edu
Jim Cole cole jm@mercer.edu
Kim Record ksrecord@uncg.edu
Martin Newton cnewton(@samford.edu
Mark Wharton mark-wharton@utc.edu
Randy Eaton jreaton(@email.wcu.edu
Richard Johnson johnsonra@wofford.edu
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: 864-597-4090; c:

Senior Woman Administrators

Kathy Kroupa

Kay Lennon McGrew
Jodi Steffes

Sybil Blalock

Jody Smith
Michelle Durban
Laura Herron
Stacey Miller
Elizabeth Rabb

kkroupa@citadel.edu
lennonk@etsu.edu
jodi.steffes@furman.edu
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jIsmi29@uncg.edu

mldurban@samford.edu
laura-herron@utc.edu
srmiller@email.wcu.edu
rabbew(@wofford.edu
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Game Management Personnel

Robby Bennett
Lee Morrow
Stephanie Cushing
Lee Walker

Jarrett Rice

Jacob Kinnebrew
Alex Clack

Rory Jimerson
Byron Rucker
Elizabeth Rabb

bennettr@citadel.edu

MORROWL @mail.etsu.edu
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865-387-5230

478-957-2544
336-944-1924
205-703-3635
814-321-8949
240-417-4180
864-809-8909

843-751-3528
423-737-6005

478-951-7116
336-404-6639
205-532-3460
423-505-3856
252-205-4936
864-809-8898

843-708-9626
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239-595-2814

478-319-0561
980-621-0688

205-903-3450
865-228-6464

716-860-4604
864-430-5115
864-809-8898







Concussion Guidelines

A concussion is a brain injury that may be caused by a blow to the head, face, neck or elsewhere
on the body with an “impulsive” force transmitted to the head. Concussions can occur without
loss of consciousness or other obvious signs. A repeat concussion that occurs before the brain
recovers from the previous one (hours, days or weeks) can slow recovery or increase the
likelihood of having long-term problems. In rare cases, repeat concussions can result in brain
swelling, permanent brain damage and even death.
Recognize and Refer: To help recognize a concussion, watch for the following two events
among your student-athletes during both games and practices:
1. A forceful blow to the head or body that results in rapid movement of the head.
-AND-

2. Any change in the student-athlete’s behavior, thinking or physical functioning (see signs and

symptoms).

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

Signs Observed By Coaching Staff Symptoms Reported By Student-Athlete
Appears dazed or stunned. Headache or “pressure” in head.

Is confused about assignment or position Nausea or vomiting.

Forgets plays. Balance problems or dizziness.

Is unsure of game, score or opponent. Double or blurry vision.

Moves clumsily. Sensitivity to light.

Answers questions slowly. Sensitivity to noise.

Loses consciousness (even briefly). Feeling sluggish, hazy, foggy or groggy.
Shows behavior or personality changes. Concentration or memory problems.
Can’t recall events before hit or fall. Confusion.

Can’t recall events after hit or fall. Does not “feel right.”

An athlete who exhibits signs, symptoms or behaviors consistent with a concussion, either at rest
or during exertion, should be removed immediately from practice or competition and should
not return to play until cleared by an appropriate health care professional. Sports have injury
timeouts and player substitutions so that student-athletes can get checked.

IF A CONCUSSION IS SUSPECTED:

1. Remove the student-athlete from play. Look for the signs and symptoms of concussion
if your student-athlete has experienced a blow to the head. Do not allow the student-
athlete to just “shake it off.” Each individual athlete will respond to concussions differently.

2. Ensure that the student-athlete is evaluated right away by an appropriate health care
professional. Do not try to judge the severity of the injury yourself. Immediately refer the
student-athlete to the appropriate athletics medical staff, such as a certified athletic trainer,
team physician or health care professional experienced in concussion evaluation and
management.



3. Allow the student-athlete to return to play only with permission from a health care
professional with experience in evaluating for concussion. Allow athletics medical staff to
rely on their clinical skills and protocols in evaluating the athlete to establish the appropriate
time to return to play. A return-to-play progression should occur in an individualized, step-
wise fashion with gradual increments in physical exertion and risk of contact. Follow your
institution’s physician supervised concussion management protocol.

4. Develop a game plan. Student-athletes should not return to play until cleared by the
appropriate athletics medical staff. In fact, as concussion management continues to evolve
with new science, the care is becoming more conservative and return-to-play time frames are
getting longer. Coaches should have a game plan that accounts for student-athletes to be out
for at least the remainder of the day.

For further details please refer to the “NCAA Sports Medicine Handbook Guideline on
Concussions” or online at www.NCAA .org/health-safety and www.CDC.gov/Concussion.






2019 Volleyball

Reqular-Season Requlations

1.0
1.1
2.0
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Sponsorship

The following member institutions sponsor volleyball as a varsity intercollegiate sport:
The Citadel
East Tennessee State University
Furman University
Mercer University
UNC Greensboro
Samford University
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga
Western Carolina University
Wofford College

Regular-Season Competition

Scheduling: NCAA policies regarding scheduling requirements are the official policies of the Southern
Conference.

211 Conference Scheduling: The conference master schedule will consist of a 16-game double
round-robin schedule with no divisions for 2019. (Effective 6/13) The Southern Conference office
shall produce a league master schedule prior to the start of each season. In 2019, conference
playing days will be Friday/Saturday. (Approved 6/12) Teams reserve the right to make changes
to the Conference master schedule as long as participating athletics directors are agreeable and
the changes are approved by the conference office. Coaches shall confirm all match dates and
times by the third Friday in August via e-mail. (Approved 06/09) Match start times and locations
shall be the prerogative of the home institution. The last regular-season Conference match for
each team must be completed by the Sunday prior to the Conference championship. A finalized
home schedule must be submitted to the conference office and the coordinator of officials by
January 15" prior to each season.

2.1.2 Non-Division | Opponents: Each Southern Conference school may play one NCAA non-
Division | opponent during the regular season.

Championship Determination: The Southern Conference champion shall be the team that finishes
with the best won-loss percentage in Conference games during the regular season. In case two or more
schools finish with identical won-loss records, they shall be declared co-champions. (Updated 8/13)

Regular-Season Finish: League standings in the regular season shall determine the seeding position
of teams for the Southern Conference Championship. League standings shall be determined by each
team’s won-loss record in all Conference matches during the regular season. Ties for seeding purposes
shall be broken using the Southern Conference tie-breaking system.

Playing Rules: Playing rules as adopted by the NCAA shall be in effect for all Southern Conference
matches.

Match Format: All Conference matches shall be best-of-five sets utilizing the rally point system. The rally
point system awards a point on each service that does not involve a playover. Sets 1-4 shall be won when
one team scores 25 points and has at least a two-point advantage over its opponent. Set 5 shall be won
when one team scores 15 points and has at least a two-point advantage over its opponent. There shall
be no point cap on any set of a match.




2.6

2.7

2.8

Official Ball: The “official” volleyball as designated by the Conference shall be used during regular-
season Southern Conference matches, unless a school has an independent agreement with another ball
manufacturer for its home games. The official ball for the 2019 season is the Molten V58 L-N Super
Touch blue/silver/white leather volleyball.

Official Scorer: The home team shall provide an official scorer for all Southern Conference matches.
The visiting team may provide a scorer for the purpose of improving the accuracy of data collection during
a match. The home team scorer shall always be designated the official book.

NCAA Box Score: The home team shall be responsible for recording NCAA statistical information for
both teams and compiling an official NCAA box score. The home institution must send a completed final
NCAA box score via e-mail to the Southern Conference office on the same day that a Southern
Conference match is completed. The visiting head coach should receive a copy of the official NCAA box
score after the conclusion of each set during a Conference match.

2.9 Scouting Information: Southern Conference teams shall not share scouting information on other

2.10

2.11
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2.16

Southern Conference teams with non-conference or other Conference schools.

Uniforms: For all Conference games, the home team shall normally wear light-colored uniforms and the
visiting team shall wear uniforms of contrasting color. If a team is playing back-to-back conference
matches on the road before returning home, then it shall wear dark-colored uniforms for the first match
and light colored uniforms for the second match. The home team would then wear dark-colored uniforms
for the visiting team’s second match. It is required that all conference schools place a Southern
Conference logo on their game uniforms. The recommended placement is on the left or right side of the
chest, facing front.

Complimentary Tickets: The home team shall provide the visiting team with 50 complimentary tickets
for each Conference match, provided that the home team is charging admission. The 50 complimentary
tickets should be provided from a pass list given to the home institution by the visiting institution upon
its arrival. In accordance with Southern Conference Sportsmanship Code Regulations, a buffer section
of visiting team seats or empty space must be provided in the area immediately behind the visiting team
bench as it may be appropriate for each particular venue. The 50 complimentary tickets for the visiting
team must be located within the buffer zone area. (Revised 5/13)

Student-Athlete Eligibility: Each institution is responsible for having all of its student-athletes eligible
prior to the season. All student-athlete eligibility profiles shall be transmitted to the Conference office
prior to a school’s first day of competition. This information shall be filed and in accordance with the
instructions of the Southern Conference Associate Commissioner for Compliance. If any questions arise,
the Conference compliance administrator shall have the details on all student-athletes who are eligible
for Conference regular-season and tournament competition.

Pre-Match Format: The competition area (court) shall be available at least one hour prior to a match to
allow for warm-ups. All matches will begin at a time determined by the host institution. The home team
shall be responsible for supplying at least 20 official (Molten 1V58 L-N Super Touch blue/silver/white
leather volleyball) balls for both teams to use during warm-ups. All balls should be of competition quality.
The same amount of warm-up time must be made available to both teams. Ball retrievers should be
reminded to extend the same courtesies to the visiting team as they do for the home team during warm-
ups. The host institution shall provide the visiting head coach with a pre-match protocol and/or time line
upon the visiting team’s arrival on site. The NCAA pre-match protocol is required for all Conference
matches.

Substitutions: A maximum of 15 substitutions per set shall be allowed for both teams during Southern
Conference matches.

Ball Rotational System: A three-ball rotational system shall be used during Southern Conference
matches.

Set Intervals: Intervals in play during Conference matches shall be three minutes between all sets,
except that a five-minute break shall occur between sets two and three. Timeouts in all conference
matches will be 75 seconds in length. (Approved 6/12. Updated 7/18)




2.17 Video Exchange Policies: Video Exchange Policies: Each Southern Conference institution shall

exchange conference game video via the conference’s Internet video exchange program
(VolleyMetrics). All conference and non-conference matches will be available on an open exchange
basis to all conference members and the conference office. All game film should include each match in
a continuous fashion (i.e., no breaks between points), should be fiilmed from an end zone location
(elevated 6’ to 20’) and should include sound. Footage shot for video streaming does not qualify as
appropriate exchange video. All lockers should contain the date of the game and the name both
institutions, in that order. Score sheets, box scores and a libero tracking sheet should be uploaded along
with the video. The uploading of this additional content should follow the same deadlines as the video.
(Approved and Effective 07/09; Revised 6/12)

2.17.1 Uploading Deadlines: For Conference matches, game files of weekend matches must be
uploaded by both teams by noon (ET) of the following Monday for home teams and by 5:00 p.m.
ET the following Monday for the visiting team. The uploading of these weekend Conference
matches shall not take place between Friday at 4:00 p.m. ET until Sunday at 4:00 p.m. ET. This
lockout of uploads will currently be handled by the head coaches until the Conference electronic
video exchange system has the ability to isolate the blocking of uploads with the allowance of
downloading to still take place. Game files of mid-week matches must be uploaded by both teams
by noon (ET) of the following day. For non-conference weekend matches, game video must be
uploaded by noon ET of the following Tuesday. Non-conference mid-week matches must be
uploaded by noon ET of the following day. (Approved and Effective 07/09; Revised 6/12)

2.18 Practice Times: Three days before each Conference match, the home team will provide the visiting

3.0

341

4.0

4.1

team with an available practice time, provided that the visiting team will be arriving on site the day before
the scheduled match. If there should be changes necessitated by the availability of facilities that is
beyond the control of the host institution, revision to the stated time would be acceptable. It is to be
understood that times cannot be changed for the mere convenience of the home team. On match days,
practice sessions should be made available to both competing teams if possible. The home team shall
be granted the first available practice session and the visiting team the second available practice
session. Each of these practice sessions shall be equal in terms of time allowed.

Volleyball Committee

The Southern Conference Volleyball Committee shall consist of at least one athletics director, one
faculty athletics representative, one senior woman administrator, and one head coach. The sport
committee shall perform the following duties:

3.1.1 Review the sport regulations for volleyball;

3.1.2 Make recommendations to the Southern Conference Senior Woman Administrators Association
and Athletics Directors Association as situations warrant;

3.1.3 Ensure that coaches are informed about league rules and matters affecting volleyball in the
Southern Conference;

3.1.4 Conduct surveys, etc;
3.1.5 Administer, in general, the sport of volleyball in the Southern Conference.
Head Coaches Meetings
Southern Conference head coaches shall meet once a year in person or via teleconference to address

all matters relating to the sport of volleyball and to make recommendations to the Southern Conference
Volleyball Committee. This meeting shall normally take place in either January or February.




5.0 Officiating

5.1 Coordinator of Officials: The Southern Conference Coordinator of Volleyball Officials, under the
direction of the Southern Conference Volleyball Committee, the Southern Conference Men’s and
Women'’s Officials Committee, and the Southern Conference Commissioner, shall establish a pool of
officials for all Conference matches and assign all volleyball officials.

5.2 Officials’ Assignments: Two officials shall be assigned to each Conference match. Officials assigned
to conference matches may be national, junior national, regional or state-rated officials.

5.2.1 Officials’ Fees: Officials shall be paid a flat fee of $290 per official per match. (Approved and
Effective 6/14.) Future Fees — 2020 season = $300 per official and 2021 season = $310 per official
per match. (Approved 10/18)

5.2.2 Lodging: If overnight lodging is necessary the host institution is responsible for securing one hotel
room for one night, double occupancy for same gender crews, or two rooms for mixed gender
crews.

5.3 Evaluations: Coaches shall have the opportunity to evaluate officials working Conference matches
through the conference’s officiating website. Evaluations should be completed by the head coach via
the website on the first working day following a Conference match.

5.4 Officials’ Uniforms: Officials’ uniforms for all Southern Conference matches shall be a white, collared
shirt, navy slacks and white tennis shoes.

5.5 Line Judges: The home team is required to secure a minimum of two competent line judges to work
Conference matches. Line judges should arrive on site at least 30 minutes prior to match time in order
to meet with the officials. Line judges should be dressed in appropriate and neutral attire (i.e., navy
slacks or shorts, white shirt with collar, white tennis shoes). It is not acceptable for the home team to
switch line judges during a match.

6.0 Match Management

6.1 The home athletics director (or his or her designee) shall serve as the match management director for
all Southern Conference matches. It is suggested that the match management director visit briefly with
the officials and the visiting head coach prior to the match to answer any questions and inform them of
his or her availability. The home athletics director and/or match management director also has the direct
responsibility for crowd control as outlined in the Southern Conference Sportsmanship Code
Regulations.

6.1.1 Game Management Provisions: The following provisions shall be provided to the visiting team
by the home team:

A. Bench: One 10-gallon cooler of water, one ice chest with ice and bags, two sleeves of
cups, bench towels, one biohazard box.
B. Dressing Room: A dressing room with showers if requested in advance. Shower towels

as needed if requested in advance.
7.0 Public Address Announcer

7.1 Only the designated public address announcer may use a microphone during a Southern Conference
match. The public address announcer is responsible for whatever is said over the PA system. The
primary function of the announcer is to give specific information to the fans, not to incite them by
unnecessary inflection of voice beyond the pre-match introduction of the home team.

8.0 Cheerleaders, Pep Bands, Dance Teams, Mascots
8.1 Cheerleader Responsibilities: Cheerleaders should be encouraged to help maintain good

sportsmanship among the students and others in attendance. The head cheerleader should be ready at
all times to instigate the most popular cheer in case an unpleasant situation should occur.
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Cheerleader Restrictions: Megaphones may never be turned toward the playing court. Amplified
microphones are prohibited. Cheerleaders shall adhere to all rules as outlined by the American
Association of Cheerleading Coaches and Administrators (AACCA).Cheerleaders should never be
located behind an opposing team’s bench.

Pep Band Restrictions: Bands are allowed to play only during pre-match, between sets, post-match
and during timeouts.

Dance Teams and Mascots: Regulations as they apply to cheerleaders also apply to dance teams and
mascots.

Travel Restrictions: Cheerleading squads, pep bands and dance teams may travel during volleyball
season only on weekends.

Conduct

Coaches’ Conduct: All head and assistant coaches are to conduct themselves in such a manner during
a match as to ensure or promote good crowd control. They also are responsible for the conduct of the
players and other staff on the bench. Coaches (head and assistant) must follow Southern Conference
Sportsmanship Code Regulations at all times.

Ejection/Suspension Policy: A coach or player removed from a contest for any unsportsmanlike act
shall be subject to potential disciplinary action by the conference office, including suspension from future
contests. (Revised 5/19)

Unsportsmanlike Behavior: Acts of unsportsmanlike behavior or unethical conduct including but not
limited to those described below shall make the offending party subject to sanctions by the conference.

9.3.1 Fighting: Any attempt by a person to strike an opponent or contest participant in a combative
manner unrelated to the sport involved or any act that insights an opponent to retaliate by acting in
a similar manner shall be described as unsportsmanlike behavior.

9.3.2 Aggressive Behavior: The use of obscene gestures, profane language, or the display of hostile
action towards officials, spectators, or opponents shall be described as unsportsmanlike.

9.3.3 Ejection: The removal by an official from a competitive sport activity shall require the ejected
participant to leave the vicinity of the competitive activity immediately.

9.3.4 Suspension: A penalty that denies the involved participant from being in the vicinity of the contest
beginning one hour prior to the scheduled contest until the conclusion of the contest. Suspension
does not affect practice opportunities outside of the above time limitations.

9.3.5 Vicinity of Contest: The immediate area/site of the competition extended to include any point or
place from which the ejected/suspended individual could observe, supervise, or participate in any
manner in the contest from which the participant is being ejected or suspended.

9.3.6 Competitive Conditions: The failure of an institution to provide an environment for a contest that
is safe and fair to competition shall be described as unsportsmanlike behavior.

Regular-Season Awards

10.1 The following awards shall be provided by the Conference and distributed to the appropriate institution

following the conclusion of the Conference regular season:

10.1.1 Championship Trophy: One trophy, presented to the team with the best won-loss percentage
in conference matches. In case of a tie, all tied teams shall receive a trophy.




10.1.2 All-Conference Team: Fourteen plaques presented to the members of the All-Conference Team
(seven first-team members and seven second-team members). The All-Conference Team shall
be voted on by the head coaches and the balloting shall be conducted by the Conference office.
Coaches should nominate their players in order of coaches’ preference with No. 1 being the best
player, No. 2 the second-best player, etc. This ranking is shown on the ballots for postseason
award voting. Coaches are not allowed to vote for their own players; (Approved 06/09; Revised
6/10)

10.1.3 Player of the Year: One plaque presented to the player voted Player of the Year. The Player of
the Year award shall be voted on by the head coaches and the balloting shall be conducted by
the Conference office. Coaches are not allowed to vote for their own player;

10.1.4 Libero of the Year: One plaque presented to the player voted Libero of the Year. The Libero of
the Year award shall be voted on by the head coaches and the balloting shall be conducted by
the Conference office. Coaches are not allowed to vote for their own player. A student-athlete
must have competed as a libero in 50 percent of her team’s matches to be considered for the
Libero of the Year award;

10.1.5 Freshman of the Year (Rayna Matea Taylor Award): One plaque presented to the player voted
Freshman of the Year. The Freshman of the Year award shall be voted on by the head coaches
and the balloting shall be conducted by the Conference office. Coaches are not allowed to vote
for their own player;

10.1.6 Coach of the Year: One plaque presented to the person voted Coach of the Year. The Coach of
the Year award shall be voted on by the head coaches and the balloting shall be conducted by
the Conference office;

10.1.7 Players of the Week: Eight certificates presented to student-athletes named Player of the Week
during the regular season. The Players of the Week shall be selected by the Conference office.
Certificates shall be presented to student-athletes named Offensive, Defensive and Freshman
Player of the Week during the regular season. The Players of the Week shall be selected by the
Conference office. (Approved 6/10)

10.1.8 Players of the Month: A Player of the Month award shall be selected at the end of each month
during the regular season. The Player of the Month shall be selected by the Conference office.

10.1.9 All-Freshman Team: Seven All-Freshman Team members shall be named consisting of
freshmen, redshirt or otherwise. Balloting will be done as it is for All-Conference voting. (Effective
5/08)

11.0 Two-Year Moratorium of Approved Sport Regulations: Sport regulations approved by the membership
must be implemented for two full seasons before they may be considered for amendment, except in instances
where changes are made to the regulation on a national level (i.e. an NCAA rule or a national governing body
policy). Coaches’ recommendations that are not approved by the membership are subject to the moratorium
and may not be reconsidered by the membership for two years. A 75% vote of the athletic directors may
overrule the two-year moratorium on a case-by-case basis. (Approved and Effective 6/10)
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Championship Format

At the conclusion of the regular season, a single-elimination Conference tournament shall be conducted
to determine the Southern Conference Tournament champion and the recipient of the league’s
automatic bid to participate in the NCAA Division | Women'’s Volleyball Championship. The Conference
tournament will be conducted over three consecutive playing days.

Championship Dates

The Southern Conference Championship will be conducted prior to the NCAA Championship on the
dates recommended by the Southern Conference Senior Woman Administrators Association and
Athletics Directors Association. The dates for the 2019 Conference Championship shall be Friday
through Sunday, November 22-24. The first-round match between the No. 8 and No. 9 seeds shall take
place on the Monday or Tuesday prior to the start of championship and hosted by the No. 8 Seed.

Championship Location

Bid Process: The location of the tournament shall be determined by a bid process conducted by the
Volleyball Committee. All bids shall be reviewed and voted on by the Senior Woman Administrators
Association and Athletics Directors Association.

3.1.1 2019 Championship Location: The 2019 Southern Conference Volleyball Championship shall
be at the Jerry Richardson Indoor Stadium in Spartanburg, SC and hosted by Wofford College.

3.1.2 Future Championship Locations: Samford (2020).
Championship Schedule

Championship Bracket and Match Times: The championship bracket and match times shall be set
by the Southern Conference Volleyball Committee. Matches may not start before announced times.

Tournament Administration

Volleyball Committee Involvement: The Southern Conference Volleyball Committee shall provide
general oversight of the tournament. The Volleyball Committee shall have the authority to discipline
and/or fine any member institution that does not abide by Conference regulations.

Games Committee: A Games Committee shall be appointed for the tournament consisting of
Volleyball Committee members on site, the athletics director of the host institution or his or her designee,
the Southern Conference championships administrator on site (who shall serve as chair of the
committee), the tournament director, and the head official as designated by the Coordinator of Volleyball
Officials. The Games Committee shall:

A. Ensure that the tournament is conducted in accordance with the rules and regulations of the
Southern Conference as contained in the Southern Conference Championship manual and these
sport regulations;

B. Make decisions regarding situations that occur where resolution is not covered in the rules and
regulations of the NCAA or the Southern Conference as stated in the Championship Manual or
these sport regulations;

C. Inspect the playing facilities prior to the start of the event.

Tournament Director: The host institution or agency for the championship shall appoint a tournament
director who, along with the conference liaison, shall perform the following functions under the direction
of the Volleyball Committee:

A. Serve as supervisor of the tournament;

B. Plan and coordinate all activities of the tournament in conjunction with the Southern Conference
Volleyball Committee and local organizing committee(s);

C. Provide relevant tournament information to all coaches, athletics directors, senior woman
administrators, chief executive officers, faculty representatives and other necessary personnel of
competing institutions;

D. Coordinate and supervise the activities of the officials;
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Oversee servicing the needs of the participants and spectators as prescribed in the championship
manual;

Delegate duties and responsibilities to tournament personnel;

Secure a certified trainer and other medical personnel for the tournament.

Media Coordinator: The tournament director shall appoint a tournament media coordinator, who shall
perform the following duties:
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Coordinate and administer all media working areas and media hospitality areas;

Process all media requests for working credentials;

Coordinate the activities of the stats crew and make sure that statistics are made available to all
media and teams after each set;

Write and distribute all releases as necessary prior to and during the tournament;

Be responsible for all-tournament balloting;

Provide seating charts for the media on each day of the tournament;

Coordinate the installation of phone lines as necessary for radio, television and print media on
press row and in other media working areas;

Make sure that all teams and electronic media are provided with pre-game itineraries and/or time
lines at least one hour prior to each match;

Fulfill the needs of Conference sports information directors not on site.

Medical Personnel: All medical staff for the tournament shall be appointed by the tournament director,
who shall ensure that the following occurs:
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That a certified athletics trainer is present for all practices and at all matches;

That a general practice or orthopedic physician is on call for all matches;

That an EMS unit is on call during all matches;

That there is planned and pre-arranged access to medical facilities;

That training facilities and training supplies are available for all tournament events;

That information concerning medical and training accommodations is distributed to all head
athletic trainers and head coaches prior to their arrival at the tournament site.

Officials: The Southern Conference Coordinator of Volleyball Officials, working in conjunction with the
Southern Conference Assistant Commissioner for Championships and the Volleyball Committee, shall
contract all officials to work the tournament and shall:

A

B.
C.

Assign a pool of officials to work the tournament and make individual match assignments. The
pool of officials should include officials recommended by the head coaches whenever possible.
Coaches’ recommendations will be solicited during the annual meeting of the head coaches.
Head coaches do not possess scratch power when it comes to the assigning of any official;
Conduct pre-game and post-game meetings as necessary with officials;

Conduct pre-game and post-game meetings as necessary with scorer’s table personnel.

Additional Tournament Personnel: The following additional personnel shall be appointed by the
tournament director and/or tournament media coordinator:

A
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Stats crew;

Public address announcer;

Official scorer;

Clock, scoreboard and matrix board operators;

Ball persons (at least two for each match);

Dressing room attendants;

In addition, Southern Conference Volleyball Committee members (excluding the head coach
representative), may be assigned specific duties as necessary to ensure the orderly operation of
the event.

Promotions Director: The tournament director shall appoint a promotions director, who shall ensure
that a marketing and promotions plan is created to promote awareness and ticket sales to fans of
member institutions and their local communities, as well as the local community that the tournament is
being played in.
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Championship Manual

The Southern Conference staff liaison shall send a Championship manual to all conference chief
executive officers, faculty athletics representatives, athletics directors, senior woman administrators,
head coaches and sports information directors at least one month prior to the tournament. The following
information shall be contained in the manual:
A. Facilities information;
Telephone numbers and addresses of key tournament personnel;
Local maps;
Dates, times and location of the tournament and related activities;
Information on team and institutional credentials and parking passes;
A tournament itinerary;
Medical and training information;
Media information;
Information on hospitality and social functions;
Names and responsibilities of Local Organizing Committee personnel;
Names and responsibilities of host institution personnel;
A tournament emergency plan and emergency telephone numbers.
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Tournament Procedures

Seeding: The seeds for the tournament shall be determined based on each team’s regular-season
Conference finish. In the event of a tie for a particular seed, the seed will be determined as follows:
(Effective 10/13):

7.1.1 If one team has a head-to-head win advantage over the other, that team shall be awarded the
higher seeded position;

7.1.2 If each team has won one game against the other, the higher position will be awarded to the
team with the best set winning percentage against each other;

7.1.3 If the two teams have the same set winning percentage, the higher position will be awarded to
the team with the highest total points in the combined matches;

7.1.4 If each team has won one game against the other, the higher position will be awarded to the team
that has the best winning percentage against the highest-seeded team not involved in the tie;

7.1.5 If each team has the same record against the highest-seeded team not involved in the tie, then
the winning percentage against the next highest-seeded team not involved in the tie would be
considered and so on down the line until the tie is broken;

7.1.6 If the records are the same against all teams, then the tie will be broken by comparing each
team’s Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) as published by the NCAA after completion of the regular
season;

7.1.7 In the event of a three-way tie, the set winning percentage of the tied teams against each other
is first considered:;

7.1.8 If each team has the same set winning percentage, the higher position will be awarded to the
team with the highest total points in the combined matches;

7.1.9 For all multiple ties, the tie is broken by first deciding the highest-seeded team involved in the tie
before deciding other seeding positions.

Ticket Prices: Prices for the 2019 Southern Conference Championship shall be established by the host
institution and approved by the Volleyball Committee

7.2.1 Complimentary Tickets: Schools shall receive no complimentary tickets for the 2019 Southern
Conference Championship.

Match Balls: The “official” ball (Molten V58 L-N Super Touch blue/silver/white leather volleyball) as
adopted by the Southern Conference shall be used during all tournament matches. The Conference
office shall be responsible for ordering a minimum of one dozen new balls for use during the tournament.
Six balls shall be available for each team to use during warm-ups.

Playing Rules: The playing rules for the Southern Conference Championship shall conform to those
rules adopted for NCAA Division | Volleyball and the Southern Conference as stated in the Southern
Conference Championship Manual and these sport regulations.
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Uniforms: For all tournament matches, the higher-seeded team shall wear home or light-colored
uniforms. The visiting team shall wear road or dark-colored uniforms. All competitors must wear
exclusively the official uniform of their institution in competition, warm-up and during the post-tournament
awards ceremony. In accordance with NCAA rules, the institution’s official uniform (including warm-ups)
and all other items of apparel (socks, head bands, t-shirts, wrist bands, towels, etc.) should bear only a
single manufacturer’s or distributors normal label or trademark. The label or trademark may not exceed
2 1/4 inches square in size. Equipment (i.e., shoes) may bear only the manufacturer’s normal label or
trademark as it is used on all such items for sale to the general public. Failure to comply with this
regulation may cause disqualification or may jeopardize a student-athlete’s eligibility.

Student-Athlete Eligibility: Each institution is responsible for submitting a list of competing student-
athletes to the Conference compliance administrator no later than three (3) days prior to the start of the
tournament. The Conference office will verify the eligibility of these student-athletes and will notify an
institution if a problem arises with any of its student-athletes. Student-athletes not deemed eligible to
compete may not be in uniform during the Conference championship.

Head Coaches Meeting: A Southern Conference head coaches meeting will be conducted by
conference call on the Tuesday prior to the start of tournament competition. The chair of the Volleyball
Committee will conduct the conference call and review information pertinent to the championship. The
head coach of each institution is required to participate on this call. Head coaches who do not participate
are subject to disciplinary action as imposed by the Volleyball Committee and enforced by the
Commissioner.

Pre-Match Format: Pre-match format shall adhere to NCAA Tournament policies for single or double
match protocol. The following items address the issue of pre-match format:

A. Teams involved in the first match of each session shall have access to the tournament court one
hour prior to the start of their match; Teams involved in the second match of each session may
begin warm-up on a secondary court one hour prior to their scheduled start time. These teams
will be allowed a minimum of 30 minutes of warm-up on the main court regardless of when the
first match finishes.

B. The official timeline and pre-match clock countdown shall begin one hour prior to match time for
the first match of each session and a minimum of 30 minutes prior to match time for the second
match of each session;

C. A national anthem shall be played prior to the first match of each session.

7.8.1 Player Introductions: Pre-match player introductions shall adhere to NCAA Tournament
procedures:

A. Teams stand at their benches for the national anthem (if applicable);

B. Players proceed from team bench to end line as their names are announced. The visiting team
non-starters, then starters, then coaches will be introduced first; followed by the home team in
the same order;

C. The referee shall whistle for the captains and remaining starters to go to center court and shake
hands. Play will then begin.

Squad Size Restrictions: An institution may designate any combination of student-athletes as eligible
for competition and no more than nine additional persons in the team bench area. Team benches will
be set for 16 individuals. A student-athlete will need a valid participant credential to enter the tournament
venue. Coaches, trainers, managers and student-athletes not in uniform will need to display a visible
participant credential to be allowed on the team bench during a match. (Amended by NCAA 6/12)

Practice Policies: It is the policy of the Southern Conference to make as many practice opportunities
as possible available to competing teams during the Southern Conference Championship. Each
participating team shall be ensured a one-hour practice time on the competition court on the day prior
to the tournament. All pre-tournament practices shall be arranged by the Conference office based upon
distance traveled to the championship site. (Revised 6/16) All practices taking place the day of the
semifinal matches will be assigned based upon team finish the previous day and will take place on the
Championship court. (Approved 05/15)

Set Intervals: All breaks between sets shall be three minutes in length, except the break between sets
two and three shall be five minutes in length. The clock counting down the time between changeovers
shall begin when both teams have left the court or gathered in the bench area, or as instructed by the
head official or Conference television coordinator.

10



7.12 Media Policies: All coaches and student-athletes shall be available for interviews with the media

following each match after a 10-minute cooling-off period has been observed.

7.12.1 Cooling-off Period: The cooling-off period will begin when all coaches and players have entered
the dressing room following a match. The cooling-off period will not be extended to allow coaches
or players to do interviews with a broadcasting television network. In the event that these
interviews take place, the cooling-off period will begin when the majority of a team’s players and
coaches have entered the dressing room.

7.12.2 Dressing Rooms: The dressing rooms of teams competing in the Southern Conference
Tournament will be considered closed unless a media member states a desire to enter the
dressing room area prior to the conclusion of a match. This request must be made to the
tournament media coordinator or the sports information director of the participating team.

7.13 Officials Responsibilities: Officials and their duties are outlined in the NCAA Volleyball Rules.

7.14 Bench Assignments: The higher-seeded team shall start each match by occupying the bench to the
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right-hand side of the official scorer.

Tournament Awards

Awards Ceremony: Immediately following the conclusion of the championship match, a tournament
awards ceremony shall be held near mid-court. The head coach and student-athletes of the winning
team shall remain on the court for the awards ceremony. The head coach and student-athletes of the
losing team shall have the option of immediately exiting the court following the match or remaining for
the awards ceremony. The following awards shall be provided by the Conference office and distributed
at the awards ceremony:

8.1.1 Championship Trophy: One trophy presented to the head coach and captains of the winning
team;

8.1.2 Runner-up Trophy: One trophy presented to the head coach and captains of the runner-up team.

8.1.3 All-Tournament Team: Seven plaques presented to members of the All-Tournament Team. The
All-Tournament Team shall be selected by the coaches in a format that will allow one student-
athlete from each losing semi-final round team to be named to the All-Tournament team, two from
the losing final team and three from the winning championship team for a total of seven. The Most
Outstanding Player will be one of the seven and selected by the winning coach. The balloting shall
be conducted by the tournament media coordinator. (Effective 5/08)

8.1.4 Most Outstanding Player: One plaque presented to the player selected as the Most Outstanding
Player of the tournament. The Most Outstanding Player shall be one of the seven members of the
All-Tournament Team and selected by the winning coach (Effective 5/08). The balloting shall be
conducted by the tournament media coordinator.

8.1.5 NCAA Championship Automatic Bid: One certificate will be presented to the athletics director
or senior woman administrator of the winning school. The certificate shall signify the school’s
earning of the Southern Conference’s automatic bid to the NCAA Division | Women'’s Volleyball
Championship.

Other Awards: Other awards presented in conjunction with the Southern Conference Tournament are
as follows:

8.2.1 Individual Championship Team Plaques: Fifteen (15) individual plaques will be presented
to the head coach of the championship team for presentation to the student-athletes of the
championship team. These plaques will be presented at the head coach’s discretion.
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8.2.2 Southern Conference Pinnacle Award: The Conference annually recognizes the student-
athlete with the highest cumulative GPA from the team winning the Conference post-season
tournament or meet in each sport. The criteria for the Pinnacle Award are as follows: the
student-athlete must be an active member on the team roster, present at the championship
and eligible to compete; the student-athlete is permitted to win only once per year, even if the
student competes in more than one sport; the student-athlete must have a 3.0 GPA or better;
the student-athlete should be at least a sophomore in academic standing (minimum two
completed semesters at the Conference institution). For tiebreaking purposes, the following
considerations shall be used (in order): 1) current cumulative GPA (calculated to hundredths,
e.g. 3.54) based on all semesters completed up to the point of the championship, including
January terms; and 2) percentage of credit hours the student-athlete has completed toward
their major. (Approved 6/16)

Institutional Passes

VIP Hospitality Passes: Each member institution shall receive VIP Hospitality passes for use during
the Southern Conference Championship, provided that VIP functions are conducted. These passes shall
be provided in a number as approved by the Volleyball Committee. The passes may be distributed at
the discretion of each school’s athletics director or senior woman administrator.

VIP Parking Passes: Each member institution shall receive VIP Parking passes for use during the
Southern Conference Championship. These passes shall be provided in a number as approved by the
Volleyball Committee. The passes may be distributed at the discretion of each school’s athletics director
or senior woman administrator.

Team Bus Parking Passes: If necessary, each competing team shall be awarded bus passes as
needed for use during the Southern Conference Championship. The bus passes shall be distributed
by the tournament director and are non-transferable.
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