
Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the 
answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue! 
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A region that is uninhabited, uncultivated, or with 
harsh, difficult conditions to live in (noun)

The gases that surround the Earth or another planet (noun)

To direct or take part in the operation or management of something (past participle)

A colourless, odourless flammable gas. It is the main part of natural gas (noun)

The production and discharge of something, especially gas (noun)

Animals kept, raised and often sold for things like their meat or fur (noun)

Plants that are grown on a large scale for commercial sale, eg, cereal,  
fruits or vegetables (plural noun)

emissions

atmosphere

methane

conducted

crops

livestock

inhabit

wild To be present in or occupy a space (verb)
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IF you’ve ever had a 
burning desire to ask an 
astronaut a questi on, 
now’s your chance!

We’re due to have a chat 
with former jet fi ghter pilot 
Samantha Cristoforetti   as 
she prepares for her second 
trip to the Internati onal 
Space Stati on, so we want 
you to put on your thinking 
caps (or helmets) and send 
us your best, most original 
questi ons for her. 

We’ll pick out the best 
ones and use them to quiz 
her with!

WHAT
WOULD YOU 

ASK AN 
ASTRONAUT?

A minute’s silence and a nati onal doorstep 
vigil will form part of “a day of refl ecti on” to 
mark the anniversary.

There will be a minute’s silence at midday
to remember those who have died, with 
people encouraged to light up their 
doorsteps in the evening.

Buildings and other famous landmarks 
will also be lit up across Britain.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced 
the fi rst nati onal stay-at-home order on 23 
March 2020. Since then, there have been 
ti mes of nati onal restricti ons, as well as ti mes 
when there have been ti ers and levels of 
diff erent rules in all four UK nati ons.

We have come a long way in a year to
fi ght the virus. Coronavirus vaccines have 
been developed from scratch, with around
25 million people in the UK having now 
received a fi rst dose.

Mr Johnson said he would observe the 
minute’s silence at noon privately. 

Other senior politi cians have given their 
support to the event, with Labour leader
Sir Keir Starmer, Scotti  sh First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon and Welsh First Minister Mark 

Send your questi ons to 
newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk. 
Put Reach for the stars in the 

subject box.

TUESDAY 23 March will be a year since the fi rst COVID-19 lockdown.
Drakeford all saying they would take part.

Mr Johnson said: “This has been an 
incredibly diffi  cult year for our country. 
My thoughts are with all those who have 
lost loved ones.

“As we conti nue to make progress
against the virus, I want to thank people
for the sacrifi ces they conti nue to make.”

The anniversary day will also see 
acti viti es taking place in communiti es,
such as virtual assemblies, choirs, services 
and yellow ribbons being wrapped
around trees.

Although lockdown has been
diffi  cult for many, people have spoken 
about some of the positi ve eff ects, like 
parents being able to spend more ti me 
with their children.

So, we are asking:

POLL OF THE WEEK
What things from
lockdown would you like 
to see  conti nue?

VOTE AT FIRST.NEWS/POLLS

Teaching assistant Mrs Dowie made Year 6 at North Ormesby Primary 
Academy a Shrek beanie for when they came out of lockdown!
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BIG NEWS

SCIENTISTS have discovered that feeding cattle seaweed reduces their greenhouse gas emissions by an 
astounding 82%!

Cattle produce _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , a powerful greenhouse gas 
that contributes to climate change.

Over the course of five months last summer, researchers 
from the University of California added small amounts of 
seaweed to the diet of 21 beef cattle and tracked their 
weight gain and methane _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

The cows with 80 grams of seaweed in their diet gained 
the same amount of weight as their herdmates, but burped 
out much less methane into the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ .

Unfortunately, the type of seaweed fed to the cows, 
Asparagopsis taxiformis, doesn’t appear much in the _ _ _ _, 
so scientists are also investigating how it can be farmed.

No matter what, Professor Ermias Kebreab, who  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ the study, is pleased with the results.

“Only a tiny fraction of the Earth is fit for farming  
_ _ _ _ _ ,” he explained. “Much more land is suitable only 
for grazing, so _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ plays a vital role in feeding 
the ten billion people who will soon _ _ _ _ _ _ _ the planet.”

DRAMATIC 
DROP IN COW 
EMISSIONS 
WITH SEAWEED 
DIET
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