
Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the 
answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue! 
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COVID NEWS IN PICS

BRISTOL, UK
Artist Luke Jerram with his glass sculpture of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca coronavirus vaccine. The sculpture, 
which is one million times larger than the actual vaccine 
nanoparticle, marks the ten millionth vaccination in 
the UK. Five limited editions of the artwork will be 
sold, with all profits going to help communities badly 
affected by the pandemic.
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EXETER, UK

DEVON artist LP Edits has boosted morale at Exeter’s 
Nightingale Hospital with this stunning tribute to the 
NHS. LP Edits said the artwork, which shows an NHS 
worker flexing their muscles, took him three and a half 
hours to create. The mural is inspired by a wartime 
poster and is located in a corridor close to where staff 
take their breaks every day.
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PROOF that a pandemic doesn’t 
mean you can’t look fabulous! 

The famous Venice Carnival has been 
going for around 1,000 years, but is mostly 
being held online this year. However, people 
from the local area can still dress up and 
stroll around the beautiful Italian city. 

The elaborate masks and costumes are 
still a huge part of the fun, and every year 
there’s a competition for the best mask.

The famous Bridge of Sighs can be seen at 
the top of the picture. It is said to have got 
its name from the sighs of prisoners who 
were taken across the canal from the Doge’s 
Palace to the prison.
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ACROSS
3)  A microscopic particle, undetected by the human eye, which is measured in 
nanometers (noun 12)
6)  An infectious disease; it spreads like a cold virus and causes illness in humans 
and animals (noun 11)
7)  A global disease outbreak (noun 8)

DOWN
1)  The Italian word for the chief magistrate, or leader, of Venice (proper noun 4)
2)  Immunising someone to protect them from a virus (noun 11)
4)  People’s thoughts and feelings (noun 6)
5)  Something done, said or given to show respect, gratitude or affection  
(noun 7)
6)  In Italian, this word is Carnevale, which may come from the Latin 
words carne and vale, meaning “farewell to meat”. This phrase was  
associated with Ash Wednesday, the start of Lent when people stopped eating 
meat (noun 8)
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The latest Government fi gures reveal 
that 1,311 treasure fi nds were reported 
in 2019, the highest number ever. 

When the next numbers come out 
(due November 2021), they could be 
even higher because people have been 
exploring new hobbies during lockdown, 
while the hunt for buried treasure has 
reached record heights. It’s an acti vity 
that provides outdoor exercise while 
being easy to keep socially distanced.

Nearly 90% of archaeological arti facts 
in the UK are found by treasure hunters 
with metal detectors. Michael Lewis, 
deputy head of portable anti quiti es 
and treasure at the Briti sh Museum 

in London, calls it “land fi shing,” with 
people combing beaches and the 
countryside for hidden riches.

Actor Carey Mulligan is starring in 
the Netf lix movie The Dig about Sutt on 
Hoo, one of the biggest ever UK Viking 
treasure fi nds. She says she has become 
a big fan of metal detecti ng.

She said: “I have genuinely tried 
to dig for treasure. I bought a metal 
detector. I’ve sort of trawled around the 
fi eld outside my house trying to fi nd 
something. I came up with nothing, 
but it was very fun.”

She added lockdown restricti ons had 
left  her with few hobby opti ons, so she 
thought she might “give it a whirl! What 
else is there to do!?”

 But what is treasure exactly?
A “fi nd” is called treasure if it has 

cultural or historical importance.

 And is it fi nders keepers?
Not always in treasure hunti ng, 

sadly. UK law says that you must report 
treasure within 14 days of fi nding it. 
A local “fi nds offi  cer” will be in touch 
and write a report so that museums 
can decide if they want to buy what 
you’ve found. If they do, the fi nder can 
get a share of the reward if they had 
permission to be on the land. Whoever 
owns the land may get paid, too. But, 
if your fi nd doesn’t count as treasure, 
or no museum wants it, then it will be 
returned to you.

BACK in April 2020, around fi ve 
weeks aft er the pandemic began, 
we asked you what you liked 
best – home learning or
being at school.

A thousand of you took
part in our poll, and 46% said 
you preferred school, while 54% 
said you preferred being at home.

Now, it seems you’ve changed 
your mind. Many of you are home 
schooling because of the pandemic 
and have been telling First News what 
you are thinking now.

This ti me, three-quarters of you 
said you prefer learning at school.

One reader said: “I think school is 
way bett er as you are in a learning 
environment with professional 
teachers and your friends. I fi nd it so 
hard to get engaged at home – it’s 

sooo boring! Nothing beats break 
ti me and I miss talking to [my 
friends] so much.”

Another said: “Home learning does 
have its benefi ts, but it comes with 
drawbacks too, such as a loss in my 
social life and damage to my mental 
health as I never leave the house any 
more because of lockdown.”

Hang on in there – hopefully you’ll 
be back at school before too long.
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MORE buried treasure is being found in Britain than ever before.MORE buried treasure is being found in Britain than ever before.
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