TUMBLING WING
1

angle, to slow down the faster

Unfold and flatten the strip of paper. moving end. If the plane is turning
to the left, the faster moving end
is the right side.

Unfold so that the ends are at right angles to the center.

Hold a piece of cardboard just
under and behind the plane and
follow as the plane tumbles.
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SINK RATE

Sink rate is literally the rate the
plane is sinking; moving downward
as it glides. All gliders have a sink
rate. Note that sink rate is not the
same as glide ratio.

Glide ratio is a measure of how
far forward a plane travels for
each foot of height lost.

The Tumbling Wing is always falling down
on the job, literally. It doesn’t fly, it falls.

The cardboard scoops air upward to keep the
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