
Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the 
answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue! 
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IF you’ve ever had a 
burning desire to ask an 
astronaut a questi on, 
now’s your chance!

We’re due to have a chat 
with former jet fi ghter pilot 
Samantha Cristoforetti   as 
she prepares for her second 
trip to the Internati onal 
Space Stati on, so we want 
you to put on your thinking 
caps (or helmets) and send 
us your best, most original 
questi ons for her. 

We’ll pick out the best 
ones and use them to quiz 
her with!

WHAT
WOULD YOU 

ASK AN 
ASTRONAUT?

A minute’s silence and a nati onal doorstep 
vigil will form part of “a day of refl ecti on” to 
mark the anniversary.

There will be a minute’s silence at midday
to remember those who have died, with 
people encouraged to light up their 
doorsteps in the evening.

Buildings and other famous landmarks 
will also be lit up across Britain.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced 
the fi rst nati onal stay-at-home order on 23 
March 2020. Since then, there have been 
ti mes of nati onal restricti ons, as well as ti mes 
when there have been ti ers and levels of 
diff erent rules in all four UK nati ons.

We have come a long way in a year to
fi ght the virus. Coronavirus vaccines have 
been developed from scratch, with around
25 million people in the UK having now 
received a fi rst dose.

Mr Johnson said he would observe the 
minute’s silence at noon privately. 

Other senior politi cians have given their 
support to the event, with Labour leader
Sir Keir Starmer, Scotti  sh First Minister Nicola 
Sturgeon and Welsh First Minister Mark 

Send your questi ons to 
newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk. 
Put Reach for the stars in the 

subject box.

TUESDAY 23 March will be a year since the fi rst COVID-19 lockdown.
Drakeford all saying they would take part.

Mr Johnson said: “This has been an 
incredibly diffi  cult year for our country. 
My thoughts are with all those who have 
lost loved ones.

“As we conti nue to make progress
against the virus, I want to thank people
for the sacrifi ces they conti nue to make.”

The anniversary day will also see 
acti viti es taking place in communiti es,
such as virtual assemblies, choirs, services 
and yellow ribbons being wrapped
around trees.

Although lockdown has been
diffi  cult for many, people have spoken 
about some of the positi ve eff ects, like 
parents being able to spend more ti me 
with their children.

So, we are asking:

POLL OF THE WEEK
What things from
lockdown would you like 
to see  conti nue?

VOTE AT FIRST.NEWS/POLLS

Teaching assistant Mrs Dowie made Year 6 at North Ormesby Primary 
Academy a Shrek beanie for when they came out of lockdown!
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A Russian space agency (noun)

A leading and influential nation (noun)

Relating to the moon (adjective)

To have made a public statement about something (past participle)

The functioning of something, in this case the ISS (noun)

Having assigned a fixed time to something; relating to a plan or timetable (verb)

Roscosmos

superpower

operation

announced

scheduled

lunar

Tianwen-1

CNSA

Stands for China National Space Administration (noun)

The name of a Chinese mission to send a robotic spacecraft to Mars (noun)

 

SCIENCE

Russian space agency _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
and the China National Space 
Administration (_ _ _ _) plan to develop 
a research facility on the moon or in  
its orbit.

Russia was a space _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
in the last century, sending the first 
satellite into orbit and the first man and 
woman into space. The country also 
continues to play a big part in the  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ of the International 
Space Station, which has been in orbit 
above Earth for 20 years.

This year, Russia plans to launch its 
first _ _ _ _ _ lander since 1976. Luna 25 
is _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ to lift off on 1 October. 
China, which has recently become 
a major player in space exploration, 
launched the _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ probe last 
year. It is currently orbiting Mars.

The announcement is seen as a sign 
of Russia moving further away from 
NASA, the American space agency, after 
25 years of close co-ordination. Russia 
recently declined to join NASA’s Artemis 
project, which aims to land the first 
woman on the moon by 2024.

The CNSA has said the new space 
station is “open to all interested 
countries”.

RUSSIA and China have _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ plans to launch a joint lunar space station.

LUNAR SPACE 
STATION  
PLAN AGREED

The moon above Moscow last year


