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READ & ANSWER!

From 1889 to 1907, there was a land rush

in the state of Oklahoma. A land rush was
when the government gave land to those
that arrived first. Many African-Americans,
some with Native American ancestors, made
their way to Oklahoma hoping to build a
community of their own. This area in Tulsa,
Oklahoma was called Greenwood by 1906.

In 1921, it was home to 10,000 African-
American people. Greenwood Tulsa was
also known as Black Wall Street because it was one of the most successful majority African-
American areas in the United States. On Black Wall Street, there were African-American
lawyers, real-estate agents, dentists, entrepreneurs, and doctors that offered their services.
Almost all of its businesses were owned by African-American people. The neighborhood was
worth millions in today’s dollar.

1. What were the names given to the successful African-American area in
Tulsa, Oklahoma?

2. In your own words, what is a land rush?
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FIVE FACTS ABOUT BLACK WALL ST.

. Black Wall Street had 108 African-American
owned businesses.

. African-Americans were not allowed to shop
in any other area, so they created their own.

. Black Wall Street had six private-owned
airplanes and a community bus system.

. Mary Mcleod Bethune, Booker T. Washington,
George Washington Carver, W.E.B. DuBois, Dinah
Washington, and many other influential African-
Americans visited Tulsa.

. People of the Greenwood District of Tulss

said that the black dollar circulated twenty-
six times before it left.
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ADD IT UP!

1. Ottowa OW. Gurley, a wealthy African-American
landowner, bought 40 acres of land in Tulsa. If O.W.
builds a hotel on 3 acres, five houses on 6 acres, and
two businesses on 3 acres, how many acres does he
have left to sell?

OTTOWA OW. GURLEY /6-\,
2. Little George Washington Carver

has some money in his pocket for his
visit to Black Wall Street. He wants to
buy some items at its businesses.

How much money does he have
to spend?

Name one thing that George can
buy with his dollars and explain
your thinking.

ITEM PRICE

A Haircut From An $25
African-American Barbershop

A Nice Coat Made by An

Name something that George

cannot buy with his dollars and African-American Tailor $66

explain your thinking. A Conversation With A $190
Lawyer About An Invention

A Doctor’s Visit $45

www.botwcbox.com



BUILD YOUR BUISINESS

DIRECTIONS: Color and illustrate your future business below. Answer the following
guestions as you plan out your future business.
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What are your ideas for a business?

What tools and materials will you need to get started?

What will you sell/produce?

Who will work with you?
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FUN MONEY!

DIRECTIONS: Cut out the money and use it to help you.
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