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PEOPLE all over the world are taking part in a march for the climate ahead  
of November’s COP26 UN Climate Summit in Glasgow. 
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Thousands of people will be taking to local pavements 
and parks to raise their voices for climate action.
They are being invited to walk 1.5km – representing the 
1.5°C global temperature rise that all nations have agreed 
to as an upper limit for global warming.
The march aims to remind world leaders of the 
importance of cutting carbon emissions steeply in the 
next nine years. By the time leaders gather in Glasgow for 
COP26, at least 10,000 people should have taken part in 
the 1.5km march. 
Meanwhile, there is some good news about action for  
the planet.
For instance, new windfarm installations are expected to 
double to record global levels this year, says a report from 
the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC, see p10).
One of these is the Dogger Bank offshore windfarm, off the 

northeast coast of England. It will use the biggest turbines 
in the world, producing enough renewable electricity to 
power 4.5m UK homes.
In other developments, the world’s largest facility 
designed to suck carbon dioxide out of the air and store it 
permanently underground – called carbon capture – has 
started running.
The system, named Orca, was built by Switzerland’s 
Climeworks and Iceland’s Carbfix. They say Orca will draw 
4,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide out of the air every year, 
equal to the emissions from about 870 cars. 
And, over in the Netherlands, politicians are looking 
at plans to force hundreds of farmers to cut livestock 
numbers, to reduce damaging ammonia pollution. 
The Netherlands has one of Europe’s largest livestock 
industries, with more than 100 million cattle, chickens and 
pigs. Environmentalists have welcomed the plans, saying 
this could be the shape of things to come across Europe.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox MBE

ACROSS
1) A beach resort town on Mexico’s Pacific coast (proper noun 8)
5) A very large and very hairy extinct elephant, known for its curved tusks (noun 7)
6) Exposed to the possibility of being physically attacked or harmed by something 
else (adjective 10)
7) The resistance one surface experiences by rubbing against another (noun 8)

DOWN
2) An observable fact or event; commonly one that has been previously 
questioned (noun 10)
3) Unborn humans or animals in the earliest stages of growth; this is  
when their basic structures are formed (plural noun 7)
4) The organ of a woman or other female mammal in which an unborn  
baby develops and grows (noun 4)
8) Full of the possibility of danger or failure (adjective 5)
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 A mammoth 
comeback!
Scientists have raised the money 
they need to bring back the woolly 
mammoth. The genetic science 
company Colossal says it has 
$15 million (£11 million) of funding 
required to create an elephant-
mammoth hybrid (mixture or 
cross). Colossal plans to produce 
lab-based embryos that carry 
mammoth DNA from frozen 
specimens of the ancient animals, 
which died out around 4,000 years 
ago. These embryos would then be 
carried by a surrogate (substitute) 
elephant mum, or possibly in an 
artificial womb, until birth. 
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 Squirrel study
A study from the University of 
California, Davis says that squirrels 
share personality traits with 
humans. After collecting data over 
three years, researchers found that 
golden-mantled ground squirrels 
can be bold, aggressive, athletic 
and sociable. The study says bolder, 
more aggressive squirrels “may 
find more food or defend a larger 
territory, but their risky behaviour 
may also make them vulnerable to 
predation [attacks] or accidents.” 
Lead author Jaclyn Aliperti says she 
views squirrels as individuals rather 
than “on a species level”.
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 Acapulco 
earthquake’s lights
Last week, a powerful earthquake 
struck Mexico’s southern coast, 
close to the resort of Acapulco. The 
7.0 magnitude quake could be felt 
around 370km (230 miles) away 
in Mexico City, sending residents 
and tourists into the streets, where 
they witnessed a rare phenomenon 
known as earthquake lights (EQL). 
These can appear as either balls 
of light or lightning in the sky, or a 
steady glow. Researchers aren’t 
certain what causes EQL, but some 
believe it’s caused by friction 
between moving rocks creating 
electrical activity, while others say 
it might just be caused by shaking 
power lines.
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