
Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the 
answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue! 
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A YOUNG scienti st has held the world’s fi rst ever
underwater climate strike at the heart of the 
Indian Ocean.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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Climate campaigner Shaama 
Sandooyea, from Mauriti us, staged 
her protest 735km (457 miles) off  the 
coast of the Seychelles. 

While underwater, Shaama held up 
a placard with the message: “Youth 
Strike for Climate” and another 
saying: “We Demand Climate Justi ce”. 

She is currently on a research 
mission to study the biodiversity in 
the area and show the importance
of healthy oceans for tackling
climate problems. 

“We can’t keep treading water on 
the climate crisis,” said Shaama. “I’ve 
taken a stand here in this beauti ful, 
remote area of the Indian Ocean 
to deliver a simple message – we 
need climate acti on and we need it 
now. With fellow Fridays for Future 
acti vists around the world, I want to 
see the climate crisis taken seriously. 
Reducing emissions and protecti ng 
our oceans are some of the best ways 

to do that. 
“Being from 

an island nati on, 
I know fi rst-hand 
just how important 
healthy oceans are, 
not just to our climate, but to the 
billions of people in the Global 
South who depend on them. That’s 
why global leaders must commit 
to a network of ocean sanctuaries, 
protecti ng at least 30% of our oceans. 
We need urgent acti on if we are 
serious about supporti ng people, 
fi ghti ng climate breakdown and 
protecti ng wildlife.”

Shaama joined youth acti vists and 
climate strikers across the world 
who took acti on as part of Fridays 
for Future’s strike on 19 March, 
demanding acti on from world leaders.

Later this year, those same world 
leaders will gather in Scotland for 
climate talks at COP26.
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ACROSS

3)  A launching site for spacecraft (noun 10)
6)  Able to achieve (adjective 7)
7)  Depend on with full trust or confidence (verb 4)
8)  People skilled in the details of something complex,  
eg, a spacecraft (plural noun 11)

DOWN

1)  The act of calculating or predicting something, eg, 
weather (verb 11)
2) Causing to move or be apart from something (verb 10)
4) Attaching to an object (verb 8)
5)  Scattered pieces of rubbish or remains (noun 6)

BIG NEWS

A MISSION is underway to test a new 
way of collecting space junk.

There are about 9,200 tonnes of space debris 
speeding around the Earth’s orbit. At any point, 
they could collide with one of the 3,000 active 
satellites above us, including ones that we rely 
on for forecasting the weather or for mobile data.

A Tokyo-based company called Astroscale is looking to 
clean up that space mess. On Monday (22 March), a Soyuz 
rocket launched from Kazakhstan’s Baikonur Cosmodrome, 
carrying two spacecraft.

These two spacecraft will attempt to clean up the space 
debris that surrounds the Earth in the first mission of its 
kind. The mission has been called the End-of-Life Services 
by Astroscale demonstration, or ELSA-d.

One of the spacecraft is called the servicer – which will 
collect the space debris – and the other is called the client, 

which will act as the debris itself. The servicer will chase the 
client and dock with it before separating again. This will be 
repeated several times so that Astroscale can prove that its 
spacecraft is capable of finding and latching onto old and 
broken satellites. 

The two spacecraft will be controlled by technicians 
working at the In-Orbit Servicing Centre in Oxfordshire, UK.

If the mission is successful, Astroscale hopes that it will  
be hired to be a much-needed space cleaner. Currently, 
space companies aren’t responsible for clearing up their 
space junk.
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