
Read the story, and then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the 
answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the story – but you will need to match 
the correct word with each clue! 
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ACROSS
1)  To keep apart (verb 8)
4)  Evidence as fact (noun 5)
6)  The state something is in (noun 9)
7)  Something that has not been, or cannot  
be, explained (noun 7)
8)  Describing an animal with hard coverings  
that protect its toes (adjective 6)

DOWN
2)  Identify (verb 9)
3)  Types of animals (noun 7)
5)  An extraordinary and unusual event (noun 7)
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SPOTTED!
IN the 1840s, a mystery bird 
was caught and stuffed for 
science records. It was named 
the black-browed babbler. It 
wasn’t seen again, and, for 
180 years, the stuffed bird has 
been the only proof that the 
creature existed. 

In October last year, two men 
captured a bird in Indonesia they 
didn’t recognise. They took photos 
and sent them off to be looked at. 

Experts have now confirmed that 
the bird they caught was a black-
browed babbler! Perhaps in another 
180 years we’ll find a third bird.

 HELLO DEER!
SAY hello to this cute baby 
mouse deer, which has been 
born at Marwell Zoo. 

The Javan chevrotain – to use 
its proper name – is one of the 
smallest hoofed animals in the 
world. The tiny deer weighed just 
370g when born. 

Tim Rowlands from the zoo said: 
“There are very few zoos who care 
for any of the mouse deer species 
as they are so small in size, very 
secretive and nocturnal (awake  
at night).

“It’s vitally important that we work 
to ensure these wonderful animals 
do not disappear for good.”

 

SIX-LEGGED SKIPPER
A SIX-LEGGED puppy with two 
tails has been born in America. 

Vets have described little Skipper 
as a “miracle” after she was born 
with extra body parts. Experts 
think Skipper was supposed to be 
a twin, but the two didn’t separate 
properly inside the mother.

Skipper is thought to be the first 
puppy to have ever been born alive 
with her rare condition. Vets say 
she is strong and should hopefully 
live a healthy life.
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That’s the fi nding of a new survey 
from Born Free. Now, the charity is 
calling on the Government to put a stop 
to some of the world’s most remarkable 
but, someti mes, dangerous animals 
being kept capti ve as if they were pets.

Born Free’s data shows that 210 
Dangerous Wild Animal (DWA) licences 
were given out in 2020 for keeping 
3,951 wild animals in the UK, including 
elephants, lions and crocodiles. Other 

species on the DWA list that are being 
kept as pets or in private collecti ons in 
the UK are zebras, camels, hyenas, sun 
bears, wolves and ott ers.

Vet Dr Mark Jones from Born Free says 
there’s been a huge rise in the number 
of exoti c pets with private owners. The 
demand is damaging wild populati ons 
that are oft en already under threat.

Anyone in Britain can keep a 
dangerous wild animal as long as they 
get a licence from their local council. 
But Born Free says not enough is done 

to make sure the animals are cared for 
properly and that people are safe.

 Just last year a hybrid savannah cat 
escaped in London, while a seven-foot-
long (213cm) boa constrictor appeared 
in a garden on the Isle of Sheppey, then 
turned on its rescuer, biti ng his hand 
and wrapping itself around his wrist.

The Government has recently 
proposed a ban on the keeping of 
primates as pets, but Born Free says 
there are many other species that need 
to be protected, too.

NEARLY 4,000 dangerous wild animals are being kept as “pets” in Britain.

*First News readership is 2,626,625. Source: Opinion Matt ers 2020. First News is the widest-read of all children’s publicati ons audited in the UK. First News supports children’s chariti es.
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ARE YOU
LIVING NEXT
DOOR TO SOME
OF THE WORLD’S
DEADLIEST
CREATURES?

2 elephants
158 crocodilians
332 scorpions
106 venomous lizards
508 venomous snakes
(including 57 diamondback ratt lesnakes)
320 wild cats (including 11 lions, 8 ti gers,
11 leopards, 18 pumas, 10 cheetahs and 1 jaguar)
274 primates (including more than 150 lemurs)

Wild animals being 
kept as “pets” in the UK
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to make sure the animals are cared for 
properly and that people are safe.

 Just last year a hybrid savannah cat 
escaped in London, while a seven-foot-
long (213cm) boa constrictor appeared 
in a garden on the Isle of Sheppey, then 
turned on its rescuer, biti ng his hand 
and wrapping itself around his wrist.

The Government has recently 
proposed a ban on the keeping of 
primates as pets, but Born Free says 
there are many other species that need 
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