
SMALL STEPS TOWARD BEING PREPARED FOR AN EMERGENCY

THE MISSION OF DO 1 THING IS TO MOVE INDIVIDUALS, FAMILIES, BUSINESSES  

AND COMMUNITIES TO PREPARE FOR ALL HAZARDS AND BECOME DISASTER RESILIENT

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH TO BECOME BETTER PREPARED:

Make sure everyone in your family knows what to do when 
they hear emergency warnings.

Getting correct information during an emergency is the key to 
taking safe action. Someone in your household may not be able to 
receive, understand, or act on emergency information. Think about 
what special needs your household may have. Take action now to 
make sure everyone in your family will be safe in an emergency. 

THE GOAL: Make sure everyone in your household can receive, 
understand, and act on information received in an emergency.

Be Informed

Your community may have outdoor warning sirens (also called tornado sirens) to warn you 
in an emergency. These sirens are meant to let people who are outside know they should go 
indoors. When you hear the outdoor warning sirens sound in your area it is not safe for you 
to be outdoors. You should take cover inside a sturdy building and get more information from 
television, radio, internet, or by contacting a friend or family member. 

Call your local fire department to find out if your area is covered by warning sirens, when they 
are tested, and when they would be activated. Make sure other members of your household 
know what to do when outdoor warning sirens sound. 

Some communities have other ways of warning residents. They may call by phone, or send 
text messages or emails with emergency information. Check with your local emergency 
management or sheriff’s office to find out what other warning systems are used in your area. 
Talk to family members about what to do when emergency information is given.
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Get a NOAA Emergency Alert Radio.

Make sure everyone in your household can communicate in a 
disaster.

The way emergency information is sent out in your community may not work for everyone. If 
you don’t speak English well, or if you use an assistive device to speak or hear, make a plan 
now. Make sure you can get and give information in a disaster. 

Communities may give information by television or radio, by automated phone call, text 
messages, email, or by sounding outdoor warning sirens. Police or fire may use loudspeakers 
to give information as they drive through the streets. Responders or volunteers may go door-
to-door to talk to people directly. 

If you think you may not be able to understand emergency information, identify someone (or 
more than one person) that you can contact for help in an emergency. Have more than one 
way to get in touch with them. Keep their contact information with you. 

Weather can change very quickly. Severe weather may strike when people are sleeping 
or unaware of the forecast. This can be deadly if people do not seek a safe shelter. A 
NOAA emergency alert radio (sometimes called a weather radio) can turn itself on when an 
emergency alert is issued and warn you at any time - day or night.

Emergency alert radios can also be used to warn about other emergencies, such as a 
chemical spill. With the Emergency Alert Radio, you will be warned about dangerous 
situations in time to take shelter or other safe action.

Every home should have an emergency alert radio, just the way all homes should have a 
smoke detector. They can be purchased at stores that sell electronics. Prices start at about 
$20.00. Most run on batteries or have battery back-up.

• Emergency news or weather broadcasts may not be close captioned.

• Information that is shown on screen may not be spoken aloud.

• Automated voices and voices over loud speakers may be hard to understand.

•  Information comes quickly and the stress of a disaster may make it hard to understand or remember 
instructions.

• Words moving across the bottom of a television screen may move very quickly.

• The screen color or color of the text might make some information on television hard to read.

Emergency Information: Things to consider...


