
 

 

Inpatient Fall
(excludes ED)

Witnessed without head 
trauma

 Unwitnessed fall  or    
confirmed head trauma
• Provider completes full 

assessment at bedside

• Nursing to notify Provider of 
any patient fall

• Nursing completes fall 
assessment per policy

• Age     
• LOC/Syncope
• Visible trauma above the 

clavicle
• A change in neuro exam 

from baseline 
• Suspected open, 

depressed or basilar skull 
fracture

CT Head

Risk Factors Present
• Headache
• Vomiting post fall
• Memory changes for 

events occurring more 
than 30 mins prior to fall

• Sedative/Narcotic recently 
administered that could 
mask symptoms

• Intoxication
• Seizure post fall

               Coagulopathy
• INR >2
• Plt ˂ 0K
• Anticoagulant Use
• Antiplatelet Therapy
• History of Liver Cirrhosis

       No imaging indicated
• Continue to monitor 

patient per falls policy
• Providers partner with 

nursing to follow falls 
policy fall prevention 

• Falls Policy Link

YES

NO

YES

NO

YES

For a Positive Head CT    

GR Hospitals - Consult Trauma 
Service 
Regional Hospitals – Follow 
Brain Injury Guidelines(BIG) 
criteria

POST FALL HEAD COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHY (CT), INPATIENT, 

PATHWAY  
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Clinical Standardization 



 

 

Clinical Pathway Summary 
 

CLINICAL PATHWAY NAME: Post Fall Head CT, Inpatient 
 
PATIENT POPULATION AND DIAGNOSIS: All Adult Inpatients 
 
APPLICABLE TO: All Spectrum Health Acute Care Inpatient Sites 
 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION: This algorithm is a resource to be used by the Hospitalist as a guideline to identify 

when a head CT is appropriate post fall. 
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