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Outline

➢ Buildings with real or potential FLS issues
➢ Cladding is just one primary example

➢What legal duties exist?

➢ Is there a false sense of security created by the 

Building Regs regime?

➢Who is responsible for FLS related defects? 

➢What options are available for public bodies, 

owners (and their lenders) and occupiers? 
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“It is hereby certified that the 

building works described have 

been inspected and as far as 

this Authority, after taking all 

reasonable steps, have been 

able to ascertain, comply with 

Part B of Schedule 1 (Fire 

Safety) of the Building 

Regulations”

“It is hereby certified that the 

building works described 

have been inspected and as 

far as this Authority, after 

taking all reasonable steps, 

have been able to ascertain, 

comply with Part B of 

Schedule 1 (Fire Safety) of 

the Building Regulations”
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“The above mentioned work 

has been inspected …  and as 

far as can be ascertained the 

works have been carried out so 

that the relevant provisions of 

the Building Regulations have 

been complied with.

A “Certificate of Completion” 

evidence (but not conclusive 

evidence) that the requirements 

specified have been complied 

with…”
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“…the work described 

above has been 

completed and I have 

performed the 

functions assigned to 

me by regulation 8 of 

the 2010 regulations”
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“It is unnerving to think that we allow 

buildings this difficult to design and 

construct to go up in the midst of our 

major cities, with thousands of people 

inside and tens of thousands more living 

and working nearby. Doing so seems 

risky and unwise. But we allow it based 

on trust in the ability of the experts to 

manage the complexities. 

The biggest cause of serious error in 

this business is a failure of 

communication.”

The checklist 

manifesto: How 

to get things right

Atul Gawande


