
 



 

 

Welcome to the May ESG View! 

 

Greetings from the Middle East where the red carpet was rolled out for my visit. Or so I thought until it became 

clear there was a certain other VIP guest visiting the region at the same time. Magic carpet aside, speaking with 

clients across both Dubai and Riyadh, there was no escaping the desire to prioritise growth but not at the cost of 

resilience. Resilience not just against market volatility, but also to climate change with increasing periods of 40C-

plus temperatures bringing to sharp relief critical issues such as water and food security.  

This month we mark International Biodiversity Day with a focus on achieving harmony with nature and sustainable 

development by linking the aims of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) and the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) – which both have a fast looming deadline of 2030.    

On the topic of counting down, we are but days away from the start of the pivotal UN Ocean Conference being 

held in France in early June. The ‘Ocean COP’ as its fondly come to be called will be preceded by a two-day 

Blue-Economy Finance Forum which will bring together stakeholders from across the ocean ecosystem including 

countries, corporates and charities to discuss key issues concerning a sustainable blue economy. We will feature 

dispatches from the Ocean COP in next month’s ESG View so watch this space.   

This edition’s highlights include the adoption of the Ecocide Treaty by the European Council, which marks a 

significant milestone in the effort to leverage criminal law to combat environmental degradation. The news of 

India’s proposed Climate Taxonomy and China’s move to issue a Climate Disclosure Standard as a pathway to 

mandatory reporting by 2030 are also noteworthy given the significant carbon footprints of these jurisdictions. And 

don’t miss the riveting selection of disputes updates.  

 

Best wishes,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.cbd.int/gbf
https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://sdgs.un.org/conferences/ocean2025
https://beff2025monaco.org/
mailto:Sonali.Siriwardena@simmons-simmons.com
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https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/project/amendments-greenhouse-gas-s2/issb-ed-2025-1-greenhouse-gas-s2.pdf
https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/project/amendments-greenhouse-gas-s2/issb-ed-2025-1-greenhouse-gas-s2.pdf
https://vcmintegrity.org/scope-3-action/
https://vcmintegrity.org/scope-3-action/
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https://search.coe.int/directorate_of_communications
https://search.coe.int/cm#%7B%22CoECollection%22:%5B%22CM_DOC%22,%22CM_SG%22%5D%7D
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/presse/changenow-2025-lancement-charte-credits-carbone
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https://www.fca.org.uk/publications/consultation-papers/cp24-8-extending-sdr-regime-portfolio-management#revisions
https://www.regulationtomorrow.com/eu/fca-consults-on-extending-the-sdr-regime-to-portfolio-management/
https://www.fca.org.uk/firms/consumer-duty
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/progress-in-adapting-to-climate-change-2025/


 

 

https://www.securities-administrators.ca/news/csa-updates-market-on-approach-to-climate-related-and-diversity-related-disclosure-projects/
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https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2025/may/doc202557551101.pdf
https://static.pib.gov.in/WriteReadData/specificdocs/documents/2025/may/doc202557551101.pdf
https://kjs.mof.gov.cn/gongzuotongzhi/202504/t20250429_3962990.htm
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https://tnfd.global/2025-status-report-survey/
https://unfccc.int/news/key-rules-agreed-for-credible-climate-project-crediting-under-un-carbon-market
https://www.eba.europa.eu/risk-and-data-analysis/risk-analysis/risk-monitoring/esg-dashboard
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_25_1153
https://www.parliament.scot/chamber-and-committees/questions-and-answers/question?ref=S6W-37425
https://www.lawsociety.org.uk/topics/climate-change/climate-change-property
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/greenhouse-gas-removals-input-to-the-independent-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/calls-for-evidence/greenhouse-gas-removals-input-to-the-independent-review


 

 

https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/04/28/landmark-ruling-should-encourage-more-cities-to-ban-fossil-fuel-ads-campaigners-urge
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.clientearth.org%2Flatest%2Fpress-office%2Fpress-releases%2Fngos-challenge-european-commission-s-undemocratic-omnibus-process%2F&data=05%7C02%7CJean.Cappelie%40Simmons-Simmons.com%7Cf8ee47b67fd148fda1c608dd977e7329%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638833291534327288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6OHbwVkjnP5OnMPwVed7A0E%2FsdR3fcw7%2FdNe4KA%2FWaA%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.supremecourt.uk%2Fcases%2Fuksc-2025-0019&data=05%7C02%7CJean.Cappelie%40Simmons-Simmons.com%7Cf8ee47b67fd148fda1c608dd977e7329%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638833291534346883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nPJkcumGEmNx9wBMcjlZdKGugynkaF1FUprNz%2B14PTQ%3D&reserved=0
https://commission.europa.eu/live-work-travel-eu/consumer-rights-and-complaints/enforcement-consumer-protection/coordinated-actions/sustainable-consumption-actions_en#coca-colas-commitment-to-improve-recycling-claims-on-plastic-bottles
https://usvipublicportal-api.vicourts.org/courts/87edff36-c02b-4073-aea4-c0652bc123d9/cms/case/2bba81ba-bac5-4f7f-ac6e-f4f20abc41cd/docketentrydocuments/7aa2f37e-f306-437a-a3db-ad8702186a2e
https://www.accc.gov.au/media-release/clorox-ordered-to-pay-825m-in-penalties-for-misleading-ocean-plastic-claims-about-certain-glad-products
https://en.milieudefensie.nl/news/why-we-are-launching-a-new-climate-case-against-shell
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https://climatecasechart.com/case/state-of-hawaii-v-bp-plc/
https://climatecasechart.com/case/united-states-v-hawaii/
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/us-judge-orders-immediate-thaw-climate-infrastructure-funds-politico-reports-2025-04-15/
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/lawsuit-seeks-trumps-master-plans-for-slashing-environmental-protections-2025-04-16/?
https://biologicaldiversity.org/w/news/press-releases/lawsuit-seeks-trumps-master-plans-for-slashing-environmental-protections-2025-04-16/?
https://www.energyaustralia.com.au/about-us/media/news/go-neutral-litigation-energyaustralia-acknowledges-issues-offsetting-and-moves
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/caca2010265/sch2.html
https://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/cth/consol_act/caca2010265/sch2.html
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https://www.ifrs.org/content/dam/ifrs/project/amendments-greenhouse-gas-s2/issb-ed-2025-1-greenhouse-gas-s2.pdf
https://kjs.mof.gov.cn/gongzuotongzhi/202504/t20250429_3962990.htm?
https://kjs.mof.gov.cn/gongzuotongzhi/202504/t20250429_3962990.htm?
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14666-Revision-of-EU-rules-on-sustainable-finance-disclosure_en
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/cmaf8y58500loug94khk4f45s/esg-commission-calls-for-views-on-revising-the-sfdr
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-05/ESMA84-2037069784-2276_Consultation_Paper_on_Technical_Standards_under_ESG_Rating_Regulation.pdf
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/3005/oj/eng
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https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/cmafi2t8z00n0ug94n06ohob4/esg-esma-consults-on-draft-rts-under-esg-rating-regulation
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/prudential-regulation/publication/2025/april/enhancing-banks-and-insurers-approaches-to-managing-climate-related-risks-consultation-paper
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/-/media/boe/files/prudential-regulation/supervisory-statement/2019/ss319
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/speech/2025/april/david-bailey-speech-at-a-climate-financial-risk-forum
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-legislation-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/draft-legislation-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism/carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-cbam-policy-update
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/factsheet-carbon-border-adjustment-mechanism-cbam
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- From Strategy to Implementation: Delivering Net Zero in Real Estate  

  

- Seas of Opportunity: A Live Launch of the Blue Economy Guide  
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https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/events/cmapbxeyw005itpdwbsuxynav/from-strategy-to-implementation-delivering-net-zero-in-real-estate
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/events/cmaxyjdzo00quvch0pxvg5ci8/seas-of-opportunity-a-live-launch-of-the-blue-economy-guide
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/clrhol0z5003wur48hqcixb18/seas-of-opportunity-blue-economy-podcast-series
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/clrhol0z5003wur48hqcixb18/seas-of-opportunity-blue-economy-podcast-series
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/events/cm9k1li4q0042ulzkyagjv1qn/esg-litigation-and-regulatory-enforcement-trends
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/about-us/news/next-gen-climate-innovators-selected-for-our-greentech-fund-2025
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/cmafi2t8z00n0ug94n06ohob4/esg-esma-consults-on-draft-rts-under-esg-rating-regulation
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/cmaf8y58500loug94khk4f45s/esg-commission-calls-for-views-on-revising-the-sfdr
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/about-us/news/simmons-advises-the-British-Business-Bank-on-social-impact-programme


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Sonali.Siriwardena@simmons-simmons.com
mailto:esg@simmons-simmons.com
mailto:mbdhub@simmons-simmons.com?subject=Please%20sign%20me%20up%20to%20receive%20your%20ESG%20View



