
 



Welcome to our December edition of ESG View!  

“All I want for Christmas… is ESG Viewwwww”. We hear you loud and clear! Good tidings we bring, in the form of 

a short, sweet and seasonal December edition of ESG View. In true festive spirit, we feature twelve highlights 

from December to wrap up the year. 

This month, all eyes (and inboxes) were focused on developments from COP28 in Dubai. With reportedly close to 

100,000 people attending from 197 countries, COP28 was by no means short on a diversity of views, particularly 

when it came to the ambition of the final legal text. Within this edition, we give you a snapshot of key 

developments from the conference. 

COP fever did not mean the sustainability agenda stood still elsewhere. We saw a flurry of global updates 

including to the ICMA Guidance Handbook, the publication of the ICMA Code of Conduct for ESG ratings and 

data providers, and a live consultation from the Basel Committee on disclosure of climate-related financial risks, 

among others. 

We also received long-awaited regulatory gifts in the form of the UK’s Sustainable Disclosure Rules, agreement 

on the EU Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive and launch of multi-sector transition taxonomy in 

Singapore. As no edition would be complete without a disputes dispatch, we’ve also included a sprinkling of high-

flying green claims linked to the aviation sector. 

The Simmons & Simmons GreenTech Fund is accepting applications until 15 January. For the third year running, 

we will offer free legal advice to a pool of climatetech and cleantech startups to help encourage the development 

of innovative solutions to solve the climate crisis. So if you know of any organisations that would qualify and 

would benefit from free legal advice tailored to their specific needs, please do share it with them and encourage 

them to apply. 

We wish you and your loved ones a wonderful holiday season. 

Best wishes,  
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• Loss and Damage:

• Food and Agriculture:

• Nature, Land Use and Oceans:

• Finance:
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• Scope:

not

• Transition plans:

• Sanctions and supervision:
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