
 



Welcome to the October ESG View! 

 

As Sonali mentioned last month, I have taken the baton from her as head our global ESG practice and so, by 

extension, responsibility for the ESG View. I’ve always seen this newsletter as a flagbearer of our ESG expertise 

and the feedback we get has been excellent, so I’m pleased to be writing my first introduction before an issue of 

the usual high quality. 

While the ESG backlash is in full swing in certain jurisdictions, building on the momentum of Climate Week NYC 

and looking ahead to COP30,  progress continues and there are reasons to be hopeful. This despite the recent 

crossing of the seventh planetary boundary - ocean acidification and the UN-backed Net-Zero Banking Alliance 

(NZBA)’s decision to cease operations. The broader sustainability landscape remains vibrant and determined – 

and there are lots of developments that we need to be aware of. 

In Europe, the policy machinery has been in full motion. The European Parliament’s vote on the Environmental 

Omnibus and the JURI Committee’s compromise on the CSRD and CSDDD have reshaped expectations ahead 

of trilogue negotiations. Meanwhile, EU environment ministers have set their priorities for the upcoming UN 

Climate Change Conference – albeit without a new NDC – and the Commission has unveiled its long-awaited 

proposal to adapt ETS2, ensuring continuity in the Green Deal’s implementation phase. 

At the international level, the IUCN Congress brought both inspiration and alarm: while delegates advanced 

significant motions on rights of nature and ecosystem protection, the Union’s latest assessment revealed that one 

in three of the 170,000 animal and plant species it monitors is now threatened with extinction. It’s a stark reminder 

that ambition and urgency must go hand in hand. 

Our Disputes Round-Up features particularly insightful developments this month (although I am biased as a 

Dispute Resolution lawyer) while the Best of the Rest section gathers initiatives and regulations that show how, 

even amid turbulence, ESG action continues to shape a more sustainable future, and with that organisations 

need to remember that the noise of the ESG backlash doesn’t drown out ongoing obligations, new regulations 

and continued work towards the inevitable transition. 

Please do not hesitate to drop my a line, whether with comments, questions or facilitate introductions to our 

various practitioners around the network who have contributed to this issue. 

 

Best wishes,  

Rob 
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https://iucn.org/press-release/202510/iucn-world-conservation-congress-concludes-abu-dhabi-ambitious-vision-nature
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https://www.imo.org/en/mediacentre/pressbriefings/pages/imo-net-zero-shipping-talks-to-resume-in-2026.aspx
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20251009IPR30836/sustainability-reporting-and-due-diligence-simpler-rules-for-fewer-companies
https://environment.ec.europa.eu/document/15e6d00c-28bc-48db-9b32-b485742d372b_en
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https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/speech_25_2469
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https://finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/de-prioritisation-level-2-acts-financial-services-legislation_en
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffinance.ec.europa.eu%2Fdocument%2Fdownload%2Fa35c9e5a-5fd3-4108-a3b6-aec9e149ddd4_en%3Ffilename%3D251001-level-2-esas-simplification-letter_en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDelphine.Mailloc%40simmons-simmons.com%7Cb4eb58b663b3466b36e508de05831c0e%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638954257894399839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xIDNN8eTB7voR1ubZUUuyq%2FmkLiXWnpu99T%2FhnCigNI%3D&reserved=0
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/ESMA32-2064178921-9254_Public_Statement_-_2025_European_Common_Enforcement_Priorities.pdf
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/ESMA84-2037069784-1184_Final_Report_on_Technical_Standards_under_ESG_Rating_Regulation.pdf
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https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/ESMA84-2037069784-1184_Final_Report_on_Technical_Standards_under_ESG_Rating_Regulation.pdf
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https://www.ccs.gov.sg/media-and-events/newsroom/announcements-and-media-releases/ccs-issues-guide-to-help-businesses-make-clear-and-accurate-product-claims/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
file:///C:/Users/DEMA/Downloads/SAF%20Blending%20Becomes%20Mandatory%20for%20International%20Flights%20Departing%20Korea%20in%202027.pdf


 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://tnfd.global/tnfd-2025-status-report/
https://www.unesco.org/en/articles/26-new-biosphere-reserves-unescos-continues-unprecedented-expansion-its-global-network
https://www.iea.org/reports/renewables-2025
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/chemistry/2025/press-release/
https://www.iso.org/standard/17298
https://www.carbonmeasures.org/
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/672d08b2d88b396e31d7fdc0/68f5dde380e761dc012389f2_TISFD%20Conceptual%20Foundations%20Discussion%20Paper%20October%202025.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CjR5FavwDzU
https://indonesiabusinesspost.com/5468/markets-and-finance/prabowo-signs-new-regulation-on-indonesia-s-carbon-market-emission-control-framework#:~:text=President%20Prabowo%20Subianto%20has%20signed,in%20Indonesia%27s%20climate%20policy%20reform.
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/lula-announces-1-billion-contribution-to-the-tropical-forests-forever-fund-brazil-will-lead-by-example


• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

 

https://www.economie.gouv.fr/particuliers/mes-droits-conso/bien-consommer/vetements-ce-quil-faut-savoir-sur-le-nouvel-eco-score-textile#:~:text=tant%20que%20d%C3%A9chet.-,Quel%20est%20l%27objectif%20de%20ce%20nouvel%20affichage%20?,ainsi%20encourager%20la%20production%20durable.
https://gouvernement.lu/dam-assets/images-documents/actualites/2025/10/08-defence-bond-framework/defence-bond-framework.pdf
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/ESMA43-1527801302-1828_Annual_Sanctions_Report_2025.pdf
https://www.esma.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2025-10/ESMA43-1527801302-1828_Annual_Sanctions_Report_2025.pdf
https://www.natures-rights.org/uk-bill
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https://www.amisdelaterre.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/decision-total-gw-231025.pdf
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org.uk%2Frulings%2Fassured-food-standards-a23-1199608-assured-food-standards.html&data=05%7C02%7CDelphine.Mailloc%40simmons-simmons.com%7C69251810f45b42b6e42208de0fc10b82%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638965519003748883%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BPvaMNtsO7Gmmc5VeAdSZmYa5lZsQNHitLNrYcxQIqk%3D&reserved=0
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org.uk%2Ftype%2Fbroadcast%2Fcode_section%2F09.html&data=05%7C02%7CDelphine.Mailloc%40simmons-simmons.com%7C69251810f45b42b6e42208de0fc10b82%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638965519003764610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1E51uAbeqKd39VdSK3%2F%2BpLTscLOQM%2FCmBfdx53jHU0E%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.asa.org.uk%2Frulings%2Fshell-energy-uk-a25-1288971-shell-energy-uk-ltd.html&data=05%7C02%7CDelphine.Mailloc%40simmons-simmons.com%7C69251810f45b42b6e42208de0fc10b82%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638965519003774471%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ePUoTNHDUSnNHBpoX8MNe2ucX7btuCzr%2FDgrD81y8PM%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.leighday.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fnews%2F2025-news%2Fwye-pollution-legal-claim-filed-at-high-court%2F&data=05%7C02%7CFrances.Gourdie%40Simmons-Simmons.com%7Cd92506268c4e4e442a8808de0bdf6bc3%7C9c0035ef4799443f8b14c5d60303e8cd%7C0%7C0%7C638961251409845972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aoTFHH5E%2BI5UhqlR%2F7PkXUICKuQvdMR%2BCvYQxg5tHAE%3D&reserved=0


 

 

https://www.climatecasechart.com/documents/woodhouse-investment-pte-ltd-and-west-cumbria-mining-holdings-ltd-v-united-kingdom-icsid-arbitration-decision_9d51
https://www.climatecasechart.com/collections/lighthiser-v-trump_04ff
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https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/cmggkm01y00jqv9ngw5uwtmca/sustainability-simplified
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