
 



Welcome to the September edition of ESG View! We hope you had a restful summer.  

We are back to school with renewed energy as this quarter boasts a packed sustainability calendar. We kick off the 

season with New York Climate Week this month, followed by not one but three COPs*: the 16th Conference of Parties on 

Biological Diversity (COP16) in October in Cali, Colombia,  the 29th UN Climate Change Conference in Baku, Azerbaijan 

(COP29) and the 16th Conference of Parties to Combat Desertification in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia (COP 16). We’ll be 

following developments closely as this series of pivotal meetings hopefully  create historic change on these pivotal topics.  

In other momentous news this month, Pacific Island nations formally introduced the crime of ecocide for consideration by 

member states of the International Criminal Court (ICC). Should the ICC adopt ecocide rules, this could allow for the 

prosecution of individuals for severe environmental damage, alongside the ICC’s existing jurisdiction to prosecute 

genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. The concept of ecocide is by no means completely novel, as it has 

already been making its way into national and regional regulatory frameworks, including Belgium’s recently amended 

Criminal Code and the EU’s Environmental Crimes Directive.  

This month also marks a milestone for the UK’s green energy transition, with the closure of the country’s last coal-fired 

power station, Ratcliffe-on Soar and the High Court’s decision last week to quash planning permission for the Cumbria 

Coal Mine. Additionally, we saw the introduction of the Water (Special Measures) Bill to the UK Parliament, which will 

give regulators new enforcement powers against water companies damaging the environment . The Bill was promised 

during the King’s Speech in July (as covered in our last ESG View) and shows speedy progress on the topic  under the 

new Government.  

Across the Channel, “The future of European competitiveness” report by Mario Draghi also made waves on the 

sustainability-front by reaffirming decarbonisation as “a source of growth” for the region whilst also labelling the EU’s 

sustainability reporting and due diligence framework as “a major source of regulatory burden magnified by a lack of 

guidance”. It awaits to be seen whether this observation will serve as a clarion call for regional regulators to expedite 

efforts to achieve interoperability.  

In this month's ESG View, we have updates  from South Africa, Costa Rica, Botswana, among others including a list of 

’best of the rest’ comprising stories that you may have missed over the summer.  

*Our cheeky contribution to lighten the load: Three COPS walk into a bar and the alarmed bartender goes, “It’s not a 

triple planetary crisis, is it?” 

Best wishes,  

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.climateweeknyc.org/
https://www.climate-chance.org/en/event-calendar/cop16-biodiversity-colombia/
https://www.climate-chance.org/en/event-calendar/cop16-biodiversity-colombia/
https://unfccc.int/cop29
https://www.unccd.int/cop16#:~:text=The%20sixteenth%20session%20of%20the,we%20treat%20it%20like%20dirt.%E2%80%9D&text=Land.
https://www.stopecocide.earth/2024/mass-destruction-of-nature-reaches-international-criminal-court-icc-as-pacific-island-states-propose-recognition-of-ecocide-as-international-crime
https://www.lachambre.be/kvvcr/showpage.cfm?section=/flwb&language=fr&cfm=/site/wwwcfm/flwb/flwbn.cfm?lang=F&legislat=55&dossierID=3518w-march-2024
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=OJ:L_202401203
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c886qd2g80xo
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c886qd2g80xo
https://www.judiciary.uk/judgments/friends-of-the-earth-and-another-v-secretary-of-state-for-levelling-up-housing-and-communities-and-others/
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/3751
https://www.simmons-simmons.com/en/publications/clz00cjle00g0txdsdnuecej0/esg-view-july-2024
https://commission.europa.eu/topics/strengthening-european-competitiveness/eu-competitiveness-looking-ahead_en
mailto:Sonali.Siriwardena@simmons-simmons.com
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https://sites-simmons-simmons.vuturevx.com/email_handler.aspx?sid=cc1e22a6-bd5c-4821-9015-2b1ab1628dde&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.thepresidency.gov.za%2fpresident-ramaphosa-assents-climate-change-bill%23%3a%7e%3atext%3dPresident+Cyril+Ramaphosa+has+signed%2cthe+global+climate+change+response.&checksum=F872C16C
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https://sites-simmons-simmons.vuturevx.com/email_handler.aspx?sid=cc1e22a6-bd5c-4821-9015-2b1ab1628dde&redirect=https%3a%2f%2fwww.biofin.org%2fsites%2fdefault%2ffiles%2fcontent%2fpublications%2fBSE+Sustainability+Disclosure+Guidance.pdf&checksum=6BF7A980
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