
Standard Work: 
SPU – Bio-Seal XL Appendix 
to Postmortem Care (Handling 

Category-A Infectious Human 
Remains)   

Author:  Ryan A. Thatcher RN, MSN  
Revision Date: 4/23/2025 

Purpose:  
Directions on how to expand Bio-Seal to seal 
a patient that is too large to fit within the 
normal pouch.  

Value Stream: Special Pathogen Unit (SPU) 
The Corewell Health Special Pathogen Unit is 
located on 9C at Butterworth.  

Review Policy: SPU - Postmortem Care (Handling Category-A Infectious Human Remains) 

This Standard Work is meant to offer guidance on how to create a BioSeal pouch large enough to fit 
patients of sizes larger than the standard Bio-Seal pouch. This Standard Work must be used in 
conjunction with the SPU - Postmortem Care (Handling Category-A Infectious Human Remains) Standard 
Work. This standard work is written to substitute steps 27 through 40.  
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During 
Supply 

Collection 
(Step 2) 

Cut two lengths of Bio-Seal pouch 
material. These should be cut to the 
same length. Each pouch should be 3 
feet longer than the height of the 
patient. If patient is extremely morbidly 
obese consider up to 4 feet longer 
than the patient.  

 

It is better to have a bit more than 
needed than to not have enough. 
Extreme excess should be 
avoided.  

SPRT 
Members 

Green Zone 

 

Bio-Seal XL Decedent Process 

*This section is meant to replace the similar steps in the SPU – Postmortem Care Standard Work. 

27. 

Use the heat wand to apply heat and 
pressure to seal the factory sealed 
edge of each pouch separately.  

Repeat the sealing process of the 
factory sealed edges on each pouch 
by creating a second seal parallel to 
the first at a depth of approximately 2 
inches from the Bio-Seal material 
edge. 

Ensure the area where the seal has 
been made has a ridged appearance. 

Do not touch the sealed edge until it 
has time to cool down. 

 

Do not seal corners or other edges at this 
time. This step could occur in green zone. 
It is understood that due to the inability to 
easily measure the Bio-Seal roll may have 
to come in the room.  
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28A. 

Seal one side of the two pouches 
together. 

Open both pouches so the green sides 
are facing one another.  

Line up the edges of the top and 
bottom ends of bio-seal first and 
secure with clamps. 

On the long side, leave a small gap of 
green showing from the bottom inside 
of the bio-seal material. Secure with 
clamps when ready to seal. 

 
This step could occur in green zone. 

SPRT 
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28B. 

Use the heat wand to apply heat and 
pressure to seal the two pouches 
together on one end.   

Repeat the sealing process by 
creating a second seal parallel to the 
first at a depth of approximately 2 
inches from the Bio-Seal material 
edge. 

Ensure the area where the seal has 
been made has a ridged appearance. 

Do not touch the sealed edge until it 
has time to cool down. 

 

Material MUST be aranged green 
to green. This is the only way to 
create a good seal. This step 
could occur in green zone. 
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29. 

Open the Bio-Seal material and fold or 
roll so the green side (inside of pouch) 
is towards the patient.   

 

Try to prevent touching unsanitized 
areas with the white part of the pouch.  

 
*Barrel utilized to simulate increased 
patient girth. Do not place barrel inside 
pouch with real decedent.* 

SPRT 
Members in 
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30. 

Roll decedent onto one side and place 
the folded edge of the Bio-Seal 
material onto the bed, getting it as far 
under the body as possible without 
touching arms on body bag. 

You will want the body to be centered 
on the bio-seal material.  

 
*Barrel utilized to simulate increased 
patient girth. Do not place barrel inside 
pouch with real decedent. * 
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31. 

Roll decedent onto the Bio-Seal 
material. Unfold the tucked Bio-Seal 
material and ensure the body is 
centered on the Bio-Seal material. 
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32A. 

Lay the top half of the Bio-Seal 
material over the decedent. 

Line up the edges of the top and 
bottom ends of bio-seal first and 
secure with clamps. 

 

 

 

SPRT 
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32B. 

Ensure that sealed seams do not 
overlap between the top and bottom 
layers. It is imperative that the 
previously sealed seams are off 
center.  

 
Green lines indicate previously sealed 
edges. Misalignment is intential, 
decreasing sealing failure.  
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33. 

If significant excess of pouch material 
is noted at the head, foot, or open side 
of the pouch trimming is 
recommended.  

Trim the excess after clamping and 
ensuring there is enough material. 
Avoid cutting close to previously 
sealed seams.  

 
Depending on the size of the Decedent 
there may be excess material.  
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The following steps are used to perform the Sealing Process 

34A. 

Use the heat wand to apply heat and 
pressure to seal the top and bottom 
layers together at a depth of about 1 
inch from the outer edge of all four 
sides (including the factory sealed 
edge). The seal should be continuous 
without gaps. Inspect all seams for 
completed seal. 

Ensure the area where the seal has 
been made has a ridged appearance. 

Do not touch the sealed edge until it 
has time to cool down. 

 

Seal top and bottom ends 
first.  

Seal long side next.  

Do not seal corners at this 
time. 
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34B. 

Repeat the entire sealing process by 
creating a second seal parallel to the 
first at a depth of approximately 2 
inches from the Bio-Seal material 
edge. 

Folding the access over may be 
needed. Be cautious to not cut the 
Bio-Seal material in the crotch of the 
heat sealer.  

The seal should be continuous without 
gaps. Inspect all seams for completed 
seal. 
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35. 

Make an angled double seal at each 
corner. 

The first seal should be completed on 
the outside. The second on the inside.  
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36. 

Unplug the heat wand and place it in a 
safe place within the patient care room 
to cool. 

Note: Do not remove the heat wand 
from the patient room without SPU 
leadership consultation. 
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37. 

Using scissors, carefully cut down the 
center of the outer seal to remove the 
open edges of the Bio-Seal material. 
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38. 

Disinfect the entire Bio-Seal pouch 
with disinfectant wipes. 

Roll the sealed pouch to one side, 
wipe as much of the underside as can 
be reached. Repeat for the other side. 
Also wipe the mattress. 
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39. 

Sanitize and doff patient care gloves 
and gown. 

Perform glove hygiene and don clean 
gloves and a clean plastic gown. 
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40. 

With a permanent black marker write 
the patients Name, Date of Birth, 
Medical Record Number (MRN), and 
Date and Time of Death. This 
information should be in large clear 
printing on anterior top 1/3 of each 
Bio-Seal pouch (head/chest area). 
Verify all information is correct with 
secondary team member in room, 
using patient label.  

Add Category A Biohazard Sticker to 
top half of Bio-Seal pouch ensuring 
not to cover any decedent information. 
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