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Corewell Health and the
University of Minnesota
Medical Center (UMMOC) are two
of the 13 federally funded
Regional Emerging Special
Pathogen Treatment Centers
(RESPTCs). Our RESPTC
Programs work to enhance and
support the National Special
Pathogen System of Care (NSPS)
to safely and effectively manage
special pathogen response.

—

Corewell Health and UMMC are a part of
FEMA Region V.

To learn more about the
Corewell Health RESPTC, contact
Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at

Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org

To learn more about the UMMC
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,
Patient Care Supervisor, at

Sarah.Haroth@Fairview.org

If you want to learn more about
Special Pathogens, check out
NETEC’s Podcast:

You can also take a look at
NETEC’s most recent

News & Blog.

Region V Special Pathogen Outreach

On February 26, 2025 multiple agencies came together to offer
support and training to Advanced Medical Transport (AMT) ambulance
service in Rock Island, Il. Representatives from Corewell Health,
UNMC, Omaha FD and M Health Fairview EMS collaborated and put on
justin time training for proper procedures for donning and doffing PPE
as well as prepping an ambulance with wrap for High Consequence
Infectious Disease (HCID) patient transports. EMS focused on wrapping
the ambulance and stretcher, and demonstrated reasons for each type
of supplies used including, painters drop cloth and gorilla tape for the
back of the patient care compartment. We demonstrated what vents to
close and what vents to leave open and why. During our presentation
we discussed timeline for set up and how to decontaminate the back of
the truck properly without exposure to personnel or equipment.
Students were able to practice skills such as working to secure IV
access while fully donned in PAPRs and suits (a bit tricky to start IVs

with multiple layers of gloves).

Supplies were left with AMT to help support their start up for HCID
transports, as well as point of contact information to reach out if they
had anymore questions or needed assistance setting up standard
operating procedures (SOP).

Mike

Michael P. Palumbo
Communication Center Supervisor
M Health Fairview | EMS

Outreach Summary (January-March)

e February 21st: Special Pathogens Presentation at Corewell Health Wayne,

in Wayne, MI, with site visit to Taylor Hospital.

o February 26th: EMS Special Pathogens Response Training for
Advanced Medical Transport in Rock Island, IL, with Region 7.

e 7 Consults completed throughout Region V.

e 7 Collaboration meetings with Public Health, including all 7 Health
Departments in Region V.

e 2 Upcoming speaker requests.

e 4 Training events currently in planning.



https://netec.org/nsps/
mailto:Gabby.Hoflock@Fairview.org
https://netec.org/podcast/
https://netec.org/blog/
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Life EMS
Legend
“After the Ebola outhbreak in 2014, Life EMS took an important step in gi::;
joining the NSPS tiered system of care. We have formed a great g{f\t:s e
vl 2 not maintaine

partnership with Corewell Health (Level 1 RESPTC) since then, O Level 3 not maintained
became involved in preparedness planning, gained valuable training sl Sl
experience and resources with the support of NETEC, and also
shared our expertise as EMS experts. As transporting a patient

diagnosed or suspected with a special pathogen has unique b @ e J

challenges, we understand the importance of EMS transport within —}t'}"" e, o

NSPS, particularly in the Great Lakes region which has a major LIFE

international airport.” AMBULANCE
I

Nathanial R. Potter

BBA, EMT-CCP

Health and Safety Coordinator
Life EMS Ambulance

= NSPS

PREPARE.PROTECT. RESPOND.

Exciting News! The NETEC Annual Report for FY24 has
been released, highlighting NETEC, Corewell Health and
UMMC’s continued commitment to national health
security and special pathogen preparedness.

Check out the full report here:
https://netec.org/about-netec/annual-reports/

@NETEC

NATIONAL EMERGING SPECIAL PATHOGENS
TRAINING AND EDUCATION CENTER

Is the NSPS Coordinating Body
and provides resources to NSPS Locaﬁon Disease outbreak

. members

' Provide regional coordination
and outreach, resources, &
highly specialized care

Uganda Ebola

Reunion Chikungunya
- Provides highly specialized care
§ for the duration of illness Central/Eastern Africa Mpox— Claude 1
Provides short term safe care Global Polio, Dengue, Measles

and/or coordinates rapid
~ patient transfer to a Level 1 or 2

Tanzania Marburg



https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/netec.org/about-netec/annual-reports/__;!!DQv46r5x2oY!IW3lTGH26VSddESz3O-q8-rhBg9052V52nF--W3CUChOjWWe_u0Pu1xkt0M7GO8g3S3uZFU1PY4aSQ4b3gqweg$
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/notices
https://netec.org/nsps/
https://netec.org/nsps/
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This month’s featured Funky Bug—Measles

Measles is caused by an extremely contagious virus that presents as a severe febrile respiratory illness
with malaise, cough, coryza (rhinitis) and conjunctivitis followed by a characteristic rash. Infected individuals
are contagious for four days before and after the onset of the rash. In serious cases, patients can have severe
bacterial pneumonia, pneumonitis and encephalitis. Six percent of infants with measles pneumonia can die.
Years after a measles infection, a fatal neurologic disease called subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE)
can develop, for which there is no treatment. Measles in pregnant women can cause fetal demise, and
pregnant women also can become severely ill or die from measles. Every year, about 100,000 individuals die
globally from measles.

Measles is diagnosed based on a nose or throat swab that looks for measles RNA (PCR test).
Serologies (IgM and IgG) testing are generally not needed to identify measles. If measles is suspected, the
individual should remain isolated at home unless the PCR test is negative or it has been four days since the
rash onset. There are no antiviral therapies available. Vitamin A may help reduce the severity of measles
infection and should be prescribed to patients with measles. In the U.S., the measles vaccine is included in
the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) vaccine or MMR plus varicella (MMR-V) vaccine. Measles prevention is
incredibly effective. However, due to the extreme contagiousness of measles, at least 95% of the community
needs to be immune in order to prevent an outbreak. If not immune, 90% of people exposed to measles will
get sick from the virus.

People who are immune include:

e Healthy individuals (children and adults) who have received 2 doses :
of the measles vaccine, spaced by at least 4 weeks between doses. Special Pathogen
Spotlight

Listen to this webinar
featuring Karen Brust, MD,
Hospital Epidemiologist,

e Children who have received at least 1 dose of the measles vaccine,
who are not yet due for their 2nd dose.

e People who were born before 1957 or who have had measles.

People who should receive another dose of vaccine include: and_ Michael Harley,
Retired Emergency
e People who received 1 dose of the vaccine and are overdue for the Manager, from the
2nd dose. University of lowa Health

Care, as they speak on the
Lassa Fever case that took
place in October 2024.

e People who had documentation of having received MMR vaccine
with an inactivated measles vaccine (or unknown vaccine type)
between 1963 and 1967. Healthcare workers who received an
inactivated measles vaccine (or unknown vaccine type) between
1963 and 1967 should be vaccinated with 2 doses of MMR. Prepared on Paper: Lassa

in the Heartland - YouTube

For infants <12 months:

e MMR is recommended for individuals 6 months and older when -
traveling internationally to measles endemic areas or if there is an Prepgred on Paper:
active outbreak in their community. They will still need 2 doses of Lassa in the Heartland
the vaccine.

Erica Shenoy, MD, PhD

e Forinfants under the age of 6 months, a measles immune globulin
is available if they have increased risk of exposure, but should not
be a substitute for vaccination.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWZw8WucwJw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SWZw8WucwJw
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Region V Emerging Special Pathogen Treatment Center (RESPTC)
Regional Outreach Program

Corewell Health and the
University of Minnesota
Medical Center (UMMOC) are
two of the 13 federally
funded Regional Emerging
Special Pathogen Treatment
Centers (RESPTCs).

Our RESPTC Programs work to
enhance and support the
National Special Pathogen
System of Care (NSPS) to
safely and effectively manage
special pathogen response.
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Corewell Health and UMMC are a part of
FEMA Region V.

To learn more about the Corewell

Health RESPTC, contact

Tim Scholten, Program Manager, at

Timothy.Scholten@corewellhealth.org

To learn more about the UMMC
RESPTC, contact Sarah Haroth,
Patient Care Supervisor, at

Sarah.Haroth @Fairview.org

National Special Pathogen System of Care

SYSTEM OF CARE

LEVEL 1

What will the System of Care
Look Like?

Level I: Regional Treatment Centers or RESPTCs: Level 1 facilities
will serve as resource hubs for regions, providing highly specialized
care delivery to patients suspected of or infected by a special
pathogen. RESPTCs provide clinical care to patients of all ages and
acuity. Level 1 facilities can care for patients for the duration of their
iliness.

Level 2 Special Pathogen Treatment Centers (SPTCs): Level 2
facilities have the capacity to deliver specialized care to clusters of
patients suspected of or infected by a special pathogen and serve as
the primary patient care delivery center. Level 2 SPTCs may be
pediatric, adult, or both. Level 2 facilities can care for patients for the
duration of their iliness.

Level 3: Assessment Centers: Level 3 facilities are widely accessible
care delivery facilities, able to conduct limited basic laboratory
testing and stabilize and coordinate rapid patient transfer to a Level
1or 2 facility to minimize impact to normal facility operations. Level 3
facilities can care for patients for 12-36 hours.

Level 4: All Other Healthcare Facilities: Level 4 facilities can identify,
isolate, inform, & initiate stabilizing medical care; protect staff, and
arrange timely patient transport to minimize impact to normal
facility operations.

The National Special Pathogen System (NSPS) helps the country prepare the heath care
system, protect the health care workforce, and respond to special pathogen events by
coordinating special pathogen care across the United States.

NSPS Minimum Capabilities Resource

For more information on our
outreach program or to
request special pathogen
Support, please use this link
to complete the intake survey
and our team will reach out
to you soon:

Regional Outreach Intake Form

Contact our Regional Outreach
Coordinator, Kristin Sternhagen,
directly at:
Kristin.sternhagen@corewellhealth.org

Effective July 1, 2024 The Joint Commission Requirement Standard 1C.07.01.01
The hospital implements processes to support preparedness for high-consequence infectious

diseases or special pathogens.

Are you ready? WE CAN HELP!

Hospital and EMS Consult Examples:

Inclusive Program Review

Customized Training Development

Standard Work Feedback

PPE Ensemble Considerations

Category A Waste Planning

TJC Accreditation Strategies

In-Person Site Consultation

NETEC SPORSA Guidance

To subscribe to our newsletter send your request to: SPU@corewellhealth.org



https://netec.org/nsps/
mailto:Gabby.Hoflock@Fairview.org
https://netec.org/nsps/
https://netec.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/All-Capabilites_2024-10-17_NSPS-System-of-Care-Capabilities_FINAL.pdf
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=ZUzVzZwwcUam-FsrxYeC_4MXttulYwRHp3rv2-j9IhxURVZKUTRMWkRBR05USVlZNVhCTDMyWUpZQi4u&route=shorturl

