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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat t he above-entitled and
nunbered natter cane on regularly to be heard before
the Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Committee at the High Country Conference Center, 201
West Butl er Avenue, Flagstaff, Arizona, commencing at

1:27 p.m on the 16th of Novenber, 2020.

BEFORE: THOVAS K. CHENAL, Chairnman

LEONARD DRAGO, Departnent of Environnmental Quality
JOHN RIGE NS, Arizona Departnent of WAater Resources
PATRI CIl A NOLAND, Public Menber

JACK HAENI CHEN, Public Menber

MARY HAMMY, Cities and Towns (Vi deoconference)
ZACHARY BRANUM Arizona Corporation Conm ssion

(Vi deoconf erence)

JAMES PALMER, Agriculture (Videoconference)

KARL GENTLES, Public Menber (Vi deoconference,
Starting at Page 54)

APPEARANCES:

For the Applicant:
D cki nson Wight, P.L.L.C
By M. Albert Acken
1850 North Central Avenue, Suite 1400
Phoeni x, Arizona 85004

For I ntervenor Arizona Public Service Conpany:

Pi nnacl e West Capital Corporation

Law Depart nent

By Ms. Linda Benally, Senior Attorney, Reqgul atory
400 North Fifth Street

Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004
and

Snell & WI ner

By M. J. Matthew Derstine (Videoconference)
One Arizona Center

400 EBast Van Buren Street, Suite 1900

Phoeni x, Arizona 85004
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CHWN. CHENAL: GCood afternoon, everyone.
This is the tine set to commence the hearing on CEC
187, I nvenergy Hashkni fe sol ar project.

May | have appearances, please? W'Il|l start
with Menber Drago and go to the people live, and then
we'll go to the people that are appearing -- Menbers
that are appearing by Zoom

MEMBER DRAGO  Good afternoon, everyone. M
nane is Len Drago, and | work for the Arizona
Departnent of Environmental Quality.

MEMBER RIGA NS: (Good afternoon. M/ nane is
John Riggins. |I'mwth the Arizona Departnent of Water
Resour ces.

MEMBER NOLAND: My nane is Patricia Nol and,
and | represent the public.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: |' m Jack Haeni chen, and |
don't work at all. No, I'mkidding. | represent the
public and I'm an electrical person.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Hammvay, woul d you i ke
to introduce yourself?

MEMBER HAMMY: | think |I'munmuted now. M
nane is Mary Hamnvay, and | represent cities and towns.
And unfortunately, | can't be there with you today, but
' mdoing ny best to try to get connected renotely, so
here we go.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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CHW. CHENAL: You'll do fine. You'll do
fine.

Menber Gentl es.

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: |Is Menber Gentles | ogged in?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: It doesn't |ook |Iike Menber
Gentl es has signed in yet.

Menber Branum the newest nenber of the
Committee, | understand you' ve |logged in. Could you
i ntroduce yoursel f, pl ease.

MEMBER BRANUM  Yes. (Good afternoon,
Chai rman, Menbers. M nane is Zachary Branum | work
for the Arizona Corporation Comm ssion. Thank you all
for having ne virtually. Excited to participate and
learn a thing or two. Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: Al right. Well, thank you
very nuch and wel cone.

And of course, M. -- Menber Pal mer, who
arrived just in the nick of tine.

MEMBER PALMER  Thank you, M. Chairman.
Sorry | was a little late. Had a little road
constructi on between here and Safford and | had a
supervi sor neeting this norning and here | am

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. Well, thank you. Thank

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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you for arriving in the nick of tine.

My nane is Tom Chenal, and I'"'mw th the
Attorney General's Ofice.

And we are -- we're interested in this
project. And it's the brave newworld. 1It's the
meeting that we're going to have, you know, both live
and renote with Zoom

We have a quorum so we're going to begin the
heari ng. W've got sone housekeeping itens, but just a
couple things I would just |ike to enphasize. W have
a crack audi o crew, audio visual crew. You can see
that they know what they're doing. But just to
reenphasi ze, the mcs are all live. So when you have
your little sidebar conversations or you nutter stuff
under your breath, at ne or otherwise, it's going to be
heard by | don't know how many -- we have 28
partici pants, so everyone will hear it.

The second thing is, we are limted to the
nunber of people we're allowed to have in the room
And | think the Commttee is allowed to have five,
including nyself, so |l think I"'mgoing to check with
Ms. Innis and M. Acken to see if we have to have one
of our Menbers go to the board room upstairs or
whet her, based on the requirenents of NAU, which is
where this neeting is being held. M. Acken, would

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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you. . .

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairnan. Bert
Acken on behal f of the applicant, Hashknife Energy
Center.

Unfortunately, yes, the nmaxi num nunber of
Conmttee Menbers we can have right nowis five,
because we're going to have three people fromthe
applicant, one fromAPS, and the court reporter. The
facility's AV folks don't count, so that neans five
Committee Menbers at any one tine.

We do have a conference room upstairs that

soneone can go and watch, participate, speak -- and be
aware that you are live mc'ed up there -- and we're
hopeful that you'll have the sane experience that you

would in the room But given the restrictions on the
nunber of people in the room we do have to limt it to
five during the evidentiary portion of the hearing.
CHW. CHENAL: So | just wanted to |leave it
up to -- see if there's a Menber that woul d vol unt eer
And | think we just have to rotate, so tonorrow
we'll switch it up. So | don't know if there's soneone
who - -
MEMBER NOLAND: "1l go.
CHW. CHENAL: It's a very nice facility.
MEMBER NCLAND: "1l go.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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MEMBER PALMER. |I'mthe last one in. |If you
want ne to go up, |I'll be glad to.
CHWN. CHENAL: Well, 1'd just rather |leave it

up to the Menbers.

MEMBER NCLAND: Well, he hasn't gotten
settled, so let himgo. 1'll go tonorrow

MEMBER PALMER:  Ckay.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. |I'mgoing to ask that
we take just a couple-m nute pause here to get Menber
Pal mer situated upstairs and |logged in. W'Ill go off
the record for a few m nutes.

(Of the record from1:33 p.m to 1:38 p.m)

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, Menber Pal ner, for
agreeing to go upstairs in the conference room
upstairs, which has a Zoom f eed.

One nore thing to note. Another requirenent
of the venue is that we have our masks on at all tines,
even when we're speaking. So just a rem nder that we
have to adhere to that.

Let's start with -- the next step would be
enter the appearances of the applicant and the party
that filed the notion, APS, the notion to intervene.
So let's start with appearances.

MR. ACKEN:. Thank you, M. Chairnan. Bert
Acken of Dickinson Wight on behalf of the applicant,

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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Hashkni fe Energy Center. Wth ne up front here is
Susan Innis, project nmanager for Invenergy, and Derek
Hol scher of Burns MDonnell .

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you very nuch.

Ms. Benally, would you enter your appearance?

MS. BENALLY: Good afternoon, Chairman
Chenal, Commttee Menbers. Linda Benally, regul atory
counsel with APS, and Matt Derstine, Snell & WI ner,
representi ng APS.

CHW. CHENAL: Al right. Thank you. And
I'll note that M. Derstine is here on the premn ses,
but he's in the conference room upstairs.

Prelimnary nmatters. W'Il| take a break
about every 90 mnutes. W anticipate the hearing
goi ng, obviously, this afternoon. This evening at 6:00
there's going to be a call to the public. W have nade
arrangenents for people to appear and provide public
conment either here or in -- by Zoom

The hearing we expect to continue, obviously,
tonorrow norning. And maybe, dependi ng on when we

finish tonorrow, we either start deliberations or we

wait until Wednesday norning. | know ny preference and
| know the preference of a nunber of the Menbers -- not
every one, but a nunber of the Menbers -- is that we

start the deliberations fresh in the norning. And in

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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this case, as we know, there's going to be two CECs, so
it's going to take a fair anount of tine to get through
it, so let's just see where we are tonmorrow. But |
think in the neetings that |I've had -- we've had a
nunber of neetings before today with the applicant and
W th APS because of the unique tines we're in and how
to conduct this hearing, and I think we wll expect
this neeting -- that this hearing wll concl ude
certainly on Wednesday.

So one itemof -- we need to address is the
notion to intervene that was filed by APS. That's a
noti on we have to vote on. It's not as a matter of
right. APS is involved with this project based upon
t he application.

Ms. Benally, would you like to say a few
words as to the reason why you believe intervention is
appropriate in this case for APS, or M. Derstine? |'m
not sure who is going to speak. But Ms. Benally, if
it's you, just a short statenent of why you believe
i nterventi on would be appropriate for APS.

MS. BENALLY: Thank you, M. Chairman.
appreci ate the opportunity to be here. APS does have
an interest in this case and this proceeding for a
nunber of -- pardon ne -- a nunber of reasons, and ||
wal k t hrough them very briefly.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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First, the proposed Gen-Tie line wll
i nterconnect directly into the APS-owned 500 kV Choll a
substation, which is located in Joseph City, Arizona.
It's al so going to be located within the controll ed
area at the Cholla power plant.

CEC-2, as it's described in the applicant's
application, describes the Gen-Tie line to be spanning
0.3 mles, and it will be crossing APS property and
al so i nvol ve a conbinati on of single and double circuit
structures and it wll be about three or four
structures.

APS al so, as a part of the interconnection,
wll be rebuilding an existing 230 kV transm ssion |ine
so that it becones a 500/230 kV double circuit line to
carry the new 500 kV Gen-Tie |line.

The applicant has requested two Certificates
of Environnmental Conpatibility to address areas --
pardon nme -- ownership of specific portions of the
Gen-Tie line. So you have CEC-1, which is intended to
cover the applicant's facilities, and CEC 2 is intended
to cover the facilities that will be constructed w thin
APS' s controlled area at the Cholla power plant and in
the future will be owned by APS.

The intent is for Invenergy, the applicant in
this case, to transfer the CEC-2 and for APS to accept

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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transfer of that CEC-2 at a future date if the Line
Siting Commttee and the Arizona Corporation Comm ssion
grant the two CEGCs.

So it's for these reasons that APS has a
significant interest in the ternms and conditions of
CEC-2. It's inperative that APS have standing of an
intervenor to tinely respond to devel opnents that nay
occur during the course of the hearing and at the tine
that this matter is heard by the Conm ssioners at the
Open Meeting. So based on these reasons, APS certainly
woul d be substantially affected by any deci sion that
cones out of this Commttee, and ultimately the
Conm ssion, so we ask that this Commttee grant APS s
notion to intervene. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: Chai rman Chenal, | nove that
we grant the intervenor status to APS.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Second.

CHW. CHENAL: |Is there any discussion?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: Al in favor say aye.

(A chorus of ayes.)

CHWN. CHENAL: This is going to be
interesting, | just realized. Howis the court
reporter going to know who i s saying "aye" if people

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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are appearing by video?

VEMBER NCOLAND: It doesn't matter, unl ess we

t ake --

CHWN. CHENAL: Oh, sure.

MEMBER NOLAND: -- a voice vote.

CHWN. CHENAL: Right.

Any nays?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: Ckay. So the notion is
appr oved.

And | assune the applicant has no objection
to the intervention of APS in this case?

MR. ACKEN:. W support the intervention.
Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: Al right. So the notion is
granted. APS is now allowed to intervene in the
action -- in the matter.

MS. BENALLY: Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: | don't have any other
requests for intervention by any other parties.
There's been no notices of intervention by parties of
right under the statute. So the two parties to this
proceeding wll be the applicant and APS.

And based on the neetings we had, | know the
parties, including the intervenor, APS, have conplied

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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wth the procedural order. And we'll get into the --
in the evidence, we'll talk about the posting and the
noti ce that was gi ven, but the exhibits have been
exchanged and testinony. So are there any matters that
t he applicant or APS wi sh to discuss before we open the
hearing to the applicant?

MR.  ACKEN: No, M. Chair.

MS. BENALLY: No, M. Chair.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Before we start with
t he opening statenents, let nme just nake a note that
based on the virus and the situation we're in, | kind
of decided that a tour would not be appropriate, at
| east a tour with a bus with all the Menbers as we
nornally do. But | have asked the applicant to cone up

with a nore robust flyover, a Google flyover or however

they want to do it, so we'll have the benefit of that.
But in this case and the next case we'll be hearing the
week after next, | think a tour woul d be i nappropriate

given the tines. So there won't be a tour in this
case, but we'll have a nore expanded Google flyover.

All right. Let's begin next with -- or,
start next with the opening statenments, M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairnman. And I
just have a couple brief remarks, if we would go to the
next slide. So this is Figure 2 fromthe application

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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It shows the solar facility in yellow, the proposed
transm ssion line in blue, the alternate transm ssion
line in orange, and then you see a variety of other
lines comng fromthe Cholla substation. Al of this

| and i s unincorporated Navajo County. The Gen-Tie in
both the preferred and alternate route are on private
land. A snall portion of the solar facility is |ocated
on State lands, but it is otherw se under private | and
ownership as wel|.

MR. DERSTINE: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.

MR. DERSTINE: This is Matt Derstine. [ m
sorry. I|I'mviewng the renote screen -- okay. There,
it's been fixed. W're just seeing M. Acken and we're
not seeing the map, but it |ooks |ike we just sw tched
over, so | appreciate that. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay, good.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you. You definitely want
to look at the map and not ny face, so we'll try to
make sure that we have that squared away.

So just again, to orient those who had the
unf ortunat e experience of just watching ne, the sol ar
field is in yellow, the preferred route is in blue, the
alternate route is in orange, and it foll ows existing
transm ssion lines from | would say, the southeastern

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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portion of the project. Both of those interconnect at
the Cholla substation. You see the Cholla facility in
green on this map. And then again, fromthat Cholla

| ocati on, you see nunerous power |ines that conme out of
the Cholla substation. And so we're requesting
approval for, again, the preferred or the alternative
route, a 3-mle -- approximately 3-mle transm ssion
line, all on private land, with the support of the

| andowner .

Next slide. So you heard Ms. Benally nention
this in her request for intervention on behalf of APS.
The one unique factor of this project is the request
for two CECs. You see a schematic on the screen here.
This is Figure G1 fromthe application. W'IIl have
other figures as well. But as Ms. Benally nentioned in
her request to intervene, there's going to have to be
two CECs for this one Gen-Tie. And the CEC-1 w ||
cover the new project substation at the solar facility
to the point of ownership change; those wll|l be owned
by Hashknife. And then fromthe point of ownership
change to the interconnection at Cholla, those
facilities will ultimtely be owned by APS.

Next sli de. So Ms. Innis, in her testinony,
wll cover the topics that | just nentioned. She'll be
provi di ng an overvi ew of the project, a virtual tour.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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She' || al so touch on the project benefits associ ated
Wth this project. You see themlisted there: Qite a
nunber of construction jobs, full-tinme jobs as well,
property tax revenue, econonic activity, and m ni mal
inmpact. This is why, you'll see in the testinony, that
this project has the support of the local comunity, it
has its entitlenents from Navaj o County, and the
support of the | andowner.

Next slide. This is our summary of
environnental conpatibility. M. Holscher will provide
the summary. As you see here, as | nentioned earlier,
conplies wwth local I and use planning. It's a great
|l ocation. | nean, it's within 3 mles to an existing
coal -fired power plant substation with all the existing
infrastructure you could ever want or need, m ni nal
i npacts to | and uses, cultural resources, and vi sual
resour ces.

And for those reasons, our w tnesses wl|l
testify that this project is environnentally
conpati ble, and we will ask that you agree and reach
t hat concl usi on.

We have four witnesses. As | nentioned,
Susan Innis is the project nmanager for |Invenergy. W
have three wi tnesses to discuss environnent al
resources. Tom Koronkiewicz wll be appearing renotely

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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to discuss biological and cultural resources, Randy
Sinpson w |l be discussing visual resources, and Derek
Hol scher will be discussing | and use and cultural and
providing the summary and overvi ew r egardi ng
environnental conpatibility.

We have our hearing notebook that you should
all have that are here, and | hope those of you who are
participating renotely received it. W have premarked
six hearing exhibits. 1 is the application. INV-2 is
the testinony slides. Public notice docunentation is
INV-3. The two Certificates -- the two proposed
Certificates of Environnental Conpatibility are I NV-4
and 5. And then there's a letter fromthe ACC Uility
Division that's been marked as -- prenmarked as | NV-6.

W really appreciate all of you com ng here
in person or appearing virtually. W're obviously in
uncharted waters and appreci ate your patience and
understanding and wllingness to go forward and hear
about this project. It's a cool project, it's an
exciting project, and in a location that really could
benefit from having this solar resource in the area.

So with that, I'd be happy to take any
questions, and thank you again for your tine.

CHWN. CHENAL: Any questions fromany of the
Menbers of M. Acken?

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Ms. Benally, will you
be providing an openi ng statenent on behal f of APS?

MS. BENALLY: Thank you, M. Chair. | do
have a couple of comments. First of all, 1'"d like to
thank the Conmttee for granting intervention in this
case to APS. | have pretty nmuch covered the -- APS s
interest in nmy conment supporting intervention, and I
bel i eve that that provided a good understandi ng of why
APS is intervening -- why APS has intervened in the
case.

I'd also like to just state that we do --
pardon me -- we have worked with the applicant,
Hashkni fe, over the |ast four, six weeks, or so in the
CEC-2, which will be discussed |ater, and they have
i ncorporated nmany of the comrents and feedback that APS
has provi ded. However, we would |like to be -- reserve
the right to present a witness. Brad Larsen is the
proj ect manager fromthe APS line siting team And
we'd i ke to do so in the event that there's sone
information that we believe should be covered in the
record that perhaps the applicant has not covered. And
certainly, we're also happy to present the witness if
the Chair or the Commttee deemit necessary and
appropriate for APS to present its witness, but we are
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really just reserving the right to do so if we feel
it's necessary. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Wll, we're always happy to
hear from M. Larsen. He's well known to the
Commi tt ee.

All right. Any questions fromthe Conmttee
regardi ng anythi ng nenti oned by Ms. Benally?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: Ckay. Wth that, M. Acken,
if you' d like to begin with the presentati on of your
case.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, Chairman Chenal .
Hashkni fe calls Susan Innis, project manager
for | nvenergy.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let ne know when you're ready,
Ms. Innis. | will swear you in as a witness. Wuld
you prefer an oath or an affirmation?

M5. INNIS: An oath is fine.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. Wuld you please raise
your right hand.

(Susan Innis was duly sworn by the Chairman.)

CHW. CHENAL: Thank you.

M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Iy
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SUSAN | NNI' S,
called as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously sworn by the Chairnman to speak the
truth and nothing but the truth, was exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Innis, please state your name and
busi ness address for the record.

A My nane is Susan Innis. M business address
Is 1401 17th Street, Suite 1100, Denver, Col orado
80202.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?

A I work as senior manager, renewable
devel opnent, for Invenergy. | manage our project
devel opnent across the southwestern United States.

Q Pl ease provide a sunmary of your educati ona
background and wor k experi ence.

A |'ve been working in the renewabl e energy
i ndustry for nore than 20 years, nmainly in public
affairs and project managenent. | have provi ded
testinobny as an expert witness in regul atory
proceedi ngs in several western states on behal f of
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previ ous enpl oyers, including Xcel Energy, the Col orado
Governor's Energy O fice, and Western Resource
Advocat es.

My education includes a master's degree in
public adm nistration fromthe University of Col orado
Denver, a graduate certificate in energy planning and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent fromthe University of Gslo in
Nor way, and a bachel or of science in biology from
MG Il University in Montreal, Canada.

MR ACKEN. And if we could, for the slide
deck, if you guys could nove forward just to the
overvi ew and then the next one that has Ms. Innis --

t hank you.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Descri be your role in the Hashkni fe Energy
Cent er project.

A " mIlnvenergy's project devel oper for the
Hashkni fe Energy Center. M role includes all aspects
of devel opnent, from working wth | andowners on | ease
agreenents to engaging wth | ocal stakehol ders,
obtaining local entitlenents and permts, and
coordi nating with environnental and engi neering
col | eagues on site-specific due diligence activities.

Q Provi de an overview of your testinony here
this afternoon.
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A In nmy testinony I'11l provide background
i nformati on about I nvenergy as a conpany and descri be
the transmi ssion project for which we're seeking
approval fromthe Line Siting Commttee. 1'll present
the virtual video tour, a Google Earth flyover, to give
an overview of the project location. And I'll also
descri be our public notice and outreach efforts around
this project and provide a sunmary of the need and
benefit this project neets.

Q Who are Hashkni fe and I nvenergy? | don't
bel i eve they' ve presented before the Conm ttee before.

A Could I have the next slide, please.

I nvenergy is the world's private -- | argest
privately hel d sustainabl e energy devel oper and
operator. Hashknife Energy Center, the applicant for
this proceeding, is a wholly owned subsidiary
of Invenergy. To date, |Invenergy has devel oped nore
t han 24,600 negawatts of |arge-scale w nd, solar,
natural gas, and battery energy storage facilities
across the gl obe.

Next slide, please.

This map shows our projects that are online
wor | dwi de across North America, Latin Anerica, Japan,
and Europe. 1In addition to this generation
portfolio, Invenergy has proven experience buil ding
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transm ssion lines and electric substations. W've
constructed over 400 mles of transm ssion |ines and
currently operate 230 miles of transm ssion.

Q Descri be the Hashkni fe Gen-Ti e project.

A Next slide, please.

CHWN. CHENAL: Let ne just interject for a
second. That's a lot of material on that slide. | was
hal fway through reading it, and we're going to the next
slide already. Let's just slowit down a little and
gi ve us an opportunity to read the slides.

M5. INNIS: Yes, sir. Let's go back.

CHWN. CHENAL: Maybe |I'm a sl ow reader, but
if it's up there, it's there for a reason, | want to
read it.

M5. INNIS: O course, M. Chairman. | wll
take it sl ow

I can highlight a couple of the projects that
are listed on here. The G and R dge Energy Center in
Illinois is a unique project that features solar, w nd,
and battery energy storage all at the sanme | ocation.
We're al so very proud of our Santa Rita East Wnd Farm
in Texas, over 300 negawatts there. And as |
nmentioned, in addition to solar, wind, and battery
energy storage, we al so have experience devel opi ng
natural gas-fired power plants. The Lackawanna Ener gy
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Center is highlighted in Pennsyl vani a there.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

M5. INNIS: Next slide, please.

To give you an overview of the Hashknife
Energy Center and generation tie line project, let ne
just first wal k through what you're seeing on the slide
here. This is Figure 2 fromour application. This
area is right adjacent to the Cholla energy plant that
APS owns. We're just outside Joseph Cty, just on the
south side of Interstate 10. Qur solar project area is
in the yell ow boundary here. This is primarily private
| and owned by Aztec Land & Cattle, with one section
wth a | ease pending with Arizona State Land
Depart nent .

In our application, we are requesting
approval for two CECs, and we'll provide nore detail ed
maps later. W' re also asking approval for a preferred
route shown here in blue. The project substation would
be located in this portion of the solar project area,
and this would be just over 3 mles into the Cholla
subst ati on.

W' re al so requesting approval for an
alternative route that would cone fromthe southern
portion of the solar project area, with the project
substation | ocated here, and parallel existing
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transm ssion lines up to the Cholla substation here.
The Hashkni fe Energy Center is a solar

phot ovol t ai ¢ power plant proposed to be up to 400

nmegawatts namepl ate capacity that would be paired with

a battery energy storage system This project site was

sel ected to take advantage of access to existing

transm ssion infrastructure and capacity, tap into

Arizona's excellent solar resources, conpatibility with

the local environnment and | and uses, and our ability to

work with willing | andowners.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q So why are you requesting two CECs for one
Gen-Ti e?

A We believe two Certificates of Environnental
Conpatibility would be required to address ultimte
ownership of specific portions of this generation tie
line. The applicant, Hashknife Energy Center, wll
ultimately own the portion of the transm ssion fromthe
sol ar generating source up to the point of ownership
change outside the Cholla substation. This is the area
we call CEC 1.

The applicant is also requesting a separate
CEC, which we would intend to transfer to Arizona
Public Service, as they would ultimately own the
portion of the transm ssion line inside the fence and
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property line of the Cholla substation, and that would
be CEC 2.

Q And you may have already described this, but
using Figure 1, can you show whi ch portion of the
proj ect each CEC i ncl udes?

A Sure. W have a one-line diagram here.
Shown in green is CEC-1. This represents the area that
woul d go out to the solar project area over here. On
our maps and diagrans here, we refer to this as the
poi nt of ownership change. And CEC-2 woul d cover the
wres fromthis transm ssion structure through the
facilities into the existing Cholla 500 kV substati on.

CHWN. CHENAL: Quick question, M. Innis.
Oh, your | aser pointer is nmuch |arger, the dot is nuch
| arger. Yeah. But what is the -- | can't read what
those letters are. What does that signify? Because
CEC-2 seens to term nate at that point.

M5. INNIS: Thank you for the question,
M. Chairman. This is the point of interconnection, or
PO, as shown on that diagram

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Thank you.

Just so | understand, you nentioned earlier
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you were | ooking for a CEC on the preferred |line, and
then | believe the | anguage you used was we're al so

| ooki ng for approval of a CEC for the alternate I|ine.
Do you intend to wal k out of here with approval for
both |ines?

M5. INNIS: That's our intention.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman and Menber
Haeni chen, let's nmake sure we understand the questi on.
We do -- are hopeful to have approval for both CEC 1
and CEC-2. If your question is do we want approval for
both the preferred and the alternate, the answer is no.
We're bringing --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ch, okay. Well, that was
t he | anguage that Ms. Innis used.

MR. ACKEN:. Yeah, we're bringing forward two
alternatives. The preferred is the applicant's
preferred, and Ms. Innis wll explain why that is. But
no, we're not asking for the flexibility to have both.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Innis, what is the project tineline?

A W' re expecting Hashkni fe Energy Center to be
operational by the end of 2023.

Q Next, I'd Iike you to describe | andownership
al ong both the proposed and alternate route.
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A Could I have the next slide, please.

This is anot her diagram of the project area
SO you can orient yourselves again. This is Figure A-1
fromour application, and here we're show ng the
di fferent categories of |andownership. 1In gray we have
private land; that's the bulk of the |land class you see
on this chart. |In blue, those are State-owned | ands.
And then the tan color is Bureau of Land Managenent.

Qur project area for the solar project and the
generation tie lines is entirely within Navaj o County.
And you can see, the transmi ssion line preferred path
is entirely on private land, as well as the alternate
is entirely on private | and here.

CHW. CHENAL: Ms. Innis, is any of the
project, either the preferred or the alternate route
and the substation, on BLM I and?

M5. INNIS: No, there is no BLMland in this
project area. All of the BLMland is on the north side
of the hi ghway shown here.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thanks.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Wth respect to | andownership, what is the
position of Aztec Land & Cattle? You said that they
were the | andowner in the area.

A Aztec Land & Cattle is the primary | andowner
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in our project area. W have a | ease agreenent with
them for both the solar project area, as well as the
transm ssion |line easenents needed for both the
preferred and the alternative route.

Q Let's next talk about jurisdiction. What
jurisdictions does the proposed and alternate routes
Cross?

A These are both entirely within Navaj o County,
an uni ncorporated part of Navajo County.

Q And foll owi ng up on Menber Haeni chen's
question, why is the preferred route preferred?

A The preferred route has several advant ages.
First off, it is a shorter route --

Q Ch, I"'msorry. | may have -- | may have
j unped ahead here. Let's have you first describe the
requested corridors.

A Sure. Let's have the next slide, please.

Here i s the another drawi ng show ng the CEC 1
preferred corridor. Again, these are the facilities
that the applicant, Hashknife Energy Center, would
ultimately own. Just to orient you to what you're
seeing on the screen, this is the solar project area
here, and then the preferred transm ssion line route is
shown here. Again, the project substation would be in
this area, and the approxinmately 3-mle transm ssion
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corridor is here.

We are requesting a corridor width of a
thousand feet. Utimtely, we would plan to build on
approxi mately 200 feet right-of-way within that
1, 000-foot corridor. The width of that corridor would
allow us sone flexibility in engineering design,
particularly related to the river crossing and crossing
railroad to get fromthe project area up to the Cholla
subst ati on.

You can see CEC-1, again, goes fromthe solar
proj ect substation up to the point of ownership change,
or what we | abel here the point of physical
denmarcation. That would be the end of CEC-1 portion of
the facilities and the start of CEC- 2 portion of the
facilities there.

W'll go to the next slide.

And then for the alternate requested
corridor, again, here is the solar project area. In
this case, the solar project substation would be in
this area, and the alternate transm ssion corridor
woul d cone up here and into the Cholla substation.

This is a little bit longer of a route than the
preferred, but we are requesting the sane

t housand-f oot-wi de corridor wwth the intention for an
ultimte 200-foot-wi de right-of-way for the 500 kV
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transm ssion |ine.

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

VEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairman, |'m having
troubl e seeing those widths on these particul ar
exhibits. Can you point ne to then? They're not...

M5. INNIS: Yeah. These exhibits are both
from our proposed CECs.

Bert, maybe you can help nme out with the
exact exhibit nunber.

MR, ACKEN:. Sure. So you can find these on
Slide 8 and 9 of INV-2, if you want to | ook at the hard
copy of the slide presentation. And as Ms. Innis
i ndi cated, these cone directly -- are intended to match
preci sely the proposed nmaps that we have included with
t he proposed forns of order. So when she's referring
to CEC-1, both the proposed and alternate corridor, if
you |l ook at INvV-4, at the very end of INV-4, you wll
al so see that sane graphi c depiction.

To your question about the w dth, you know,
the testinony is that it's a thousand-foot wdth for
the entire length of the 3-, 3-and-a-half-mle route.

VEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairman, M. Acken, if
we are going to put maps with the CEC, 1'mgoing to
want to see those wdths on the nmaps directly --
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MR. ACKEN: Under st ood.

MEMBER NOLAND: -- on the routes.

MR. ACKEN: Under st ood.

MEMBER NOLAND: Thank you. | mght as well

tell you now, rather than at the end and have to

scranbl e.

MR. ACKEN:. W appreciate that. Thank you.

MEMBER NOLAND: One ot her questi on.

MR, ACKEN: Sure.

MEMBER NCLAND: The Cholla plant is due to
close in, | think, two phases. Are you aware of those
pl ans?

M5. INNIS: Yes, | am

MEMBER NOLAND: And will that then provide
nore space on lines that are owned by APS in delivering
services, electrical services?

M5. INNIS: | think that's fair to say. W
have a | arge generator interconnection agreenent with
APS for this facility, so they've shown us what the
transm ssi on upgrade cost would be to accommobdate this
project. And we've reviewed the avail able transm ssion
capacity both before and after the power plant goes
offline and retires, so we believe there's anple
capacity at this | ocation.

MEMBER NOLAND: And if | renenber right --
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live in Navajo County, so |I kind of keep track of

this -- I think one of the generators at the Cholla
plant is due to be closed down the end of this year and
then the others by the end of 20257

M5. INNIS: | would have to doubl e-check the
specific dates, but that sounds correct to ne.

MEMBER NOLAND:. Ckay, thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ckay. Ms. Innis, | nay have gotten us a
little out of order. Before you turn to CEC 2, now
t hat you have shown both of the proposed corridors for
the preferred and alternate route, this nay be a good
time to explain why the preferred is the preferred.

A Sure. The preferred route has several
advantages. First off, it's an overall shorter
di stance with fewer line | osses, which neans it woul d
be nore efficient and nore econonical to operate. The
shorter route, by nature, has fewer overall inpacts and
reduces the potential conflicts wwth constructing and
operating around ot her existing transm ssion |ines.

The preferred route also, as you'll see when
we get into sonme nore of the drawings, in addition to
bei ng shorter, it's a little bit nore of a direct route
into the Cholla substation. The alternate route
actually has a nunber of sharp turns once we get across
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the river crossing and over the railroad tracks. To
get into the substation, we have to nake sort of a very
sharp right turn. So we believe the preferred route is
going to be easier to construct and own and operate.

W'l | have additional testinony about the
preferred versus alternative routes from Derek Hol scher
and Tom Kor onki ewi cz.

Q W tal ked about the 1,000-foot corridor
w dth. Can you state again the requested right-of-way?
A Correct. For CEC-1 we're requesting approval
for a thousand-foot-w de corridor, and the right-of-way
woul d be 200 feet wthin that thousand-foot corridor.

CHW. CHENAL: Ms. Innis, a quick question on
the alternate route, if you go back a slide. There's
exi sting transm ssion lines, are there not, comng from
Chol | a substati on?

M5. INNIS: Correct.

CHW. CHENAL: So what's the distance between
the alternate line, if that were chosen, and the
existing transm ssion |ines?

M5. INNIS: W woul d obviously be outside of
the APS right-of-way for those existing transm ssion
lines. Wthin the thousand-foot corridor we'd have
sone flexibility to naxi mze spacing. The engi neering
design would likely take into account the distance
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needed to ensure safe operation of the new |line, given
the existing lines in that area.

CHWN. CHENAL: Can you just approxi hate,

t hough, generally, how far apart the two |ines would
be?

M5. INNIS: | would have to doubl e-check
exactly what the APS right-of-way is there. Assum ng
it's at least 200 feet, and their center line is
100 feet fromeither side of the edge of their
ri ght-of-way, you've got their line, plus a hundred
feet, the edge of our right-of-way, it would be at
| east 200 feet between the two |ines.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay, thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q If you would, turn to Slide 10 and descri be
t he requested corridor for CEC 2.

A Thank you. Here is a diagram show ng, again,
CEC-2. So this is the short segnent. After we have
t he point of physical demarcation or point of ownership
change here, this is the portion that APS would
ultimately own on their property into their substation.
Because of the infrastructure that is already here in
this area, a thousand-foot-wi de corridor just isn't
feasi ble, so here we're asking for a 500-foot-w de
corridor. And that would give us flexibility, given
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the current uses on the property, to construct the
facility within that 500-foot. Here we would al so
expect a 200-foot nom nal right-of-way.

Q What type of --

CHWN. CHENAL: Not to speak for Menber
Nol and, but |'m sure her comment regarding wanting to
see the corridor width depicted on CEC1 would apply to
CEC- 2.

MR. ACKEN: Under st ood.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q What are the typical transm ssion structures
that will be used for the project?

A Next slide, please.

So here |'m going to show you typical
transm ssion structures. In our application, we
provi ded a nunber of exanple structure types that could
be used for this sort of facility. Today | just wanted
to highlight for you typical transm ssion structures.
These woul d nost |ikely be either steel nonopol es,
steel Hframes, 3-pole, or lattice structures.

That final selection of structure type wll
be in our final engineering, but lattice structures are
the nost typical for a 500 kV facility of this Kkind.

So for CEC-1, where it's just the 500 kV, this is the
exanpl e structure. W' ve got sone representative
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di nensi ons here for height and w dth.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Looking at CEC-1, it | ooks
like that's for three-phase, is that right? Do | see
three lines there?

M5. INNIS: Correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And the tower on the right
does not have three lines, is that correct?

M5. INNIS: That's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Wel |, which one is going
to -- howis it going to be done?

MS. INNIS: Gve ne just one second. Sorry,
' mjust getting a nore close-up view of what you're
seei ng on the screen, because ny eyes aren't good
enough to see quite that far.

So you asked -- here we've got Figure G 3,
the typical single circuit 500 kV structure here. And
| think I just m sspoke. W are planning single
circuit 500 kV for CEC 1.

And then the drawing for Figure G2 for CEC 2
here, this is the double circuit. One circuit would be
t he existing 230 kV, and then we would add the 500 kV
there single circuit.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. So the phases go
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vertically on the right-hand draw ng and horizontally
on the other?

M5. INNIS: Yes, thank you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's what was conf usi ng
me. Ckay, thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Innis, before you switch to the next
di agram you referenced Figure G2 for CEC-2. |Is that
Figure G 12, just for the record?

A Yes. It was Figure G 12 for the double
circuit for CEC-2 and Figure G 3 for CEC 1.

Q Thank you. Next, descri be nonopoles if they
are used.

A Next slide, please.

And just to show you an alternative
transm ssion structure that could be used for this
project, on the left side is a steel nonopol e design
that could be used for CEC-1. That cones from Fi gure
G 5. And again, this is a typical single circuit
500 kV steel nonopole for CEC 1.

And then on the right side here, from our
application Figure G 11, this is the typical 500 kV
230 steel nonopole here for the double circuit for that
CEC-2 portion of the project.

Q Descri be the new substation
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A Next slide, please.

This is the proposed project substation, the
500 kV substation that will take the sol ar-generated
electricity fromthe solar project and step it up from
34.5 kV up to 500 kV to neet the interconnection
vol t age.

I can wal k you through sone of the equi pnent
here. W're expecting to have up to two mai n power
transforners, two sets of 500 kV circuit breakers,
approxi mately 10 or 12 34.5 kV breakers, switches, a
control house, buswork, junper conductors, |ightning
protection masts, and then it wll all be enclosed in
an approximately 7-foot-tall chain-1ink fence.

MR. ACKEN:. W're going to shift,

M. Chairman, to the virtual tour at this time, if
you' d |i ke us to proceed.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yeah. Just a question on the
fence, 7-foot fence. | would have assuned it was a
hi gher fence, | guess, than 7 feet. Mre of, | guess,
a comment. It just seens |like a pretty expensive and
very inportant, you know, piece of equipnent -- | nean,
of a system So it just seens -- is this substation
wthin the solar facility, soit's -- there's other
protections as to the substation?

M5. INNIS: Thanks for the question. W do
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conply with NERC gui delines, the National Electric
Regul atory -- | can't renenber what NERC stands for --
NERC safety requirenents for electric facilities.
Those are typically a 6- or 7-foot-tall fence, chain
link, with usually razor or concertina wire on top. So
that's pretty typical for an electric substation.

Thi s substation would be within the sol ar
plant. Qur typical security nmeasures include a
peri meter fence around the entire solar project area,
we usually use key card gated access, and we typically
have security caneras on our facilities nonitoring
24/ 7, 365.

CHWN. CHENAL: And the perineter fence around
the solar facility is how hi gh?

M5. INNIS: Typically, about 6 or 7 feet.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Question for you.
Sonet hing seens to be mssing in this diagram The
energy comng out of the solar array is DC. 35 kV, is
t hat what you sai d?

M5. INNIS: 34.5 kV.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And those two boxes on the
bottom are transforners. So how do you nake the AC
fromthe DC and where is that done?
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M5. INNIS: Thank you for the question. W
don't show the solar facility drawings in this
application, but the --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah, but we need to know
that, because | have further questions about power
qual ity.

MS. INNIS: Sure. |'mhappy to wal k t hrough
that. The electricity generated by the individual
sol ar panels is taken to inverters, where we change
fromDC to AC. That's where that happens. W have a
nunber of inverter boxes throughout the sol ar project
area. Those connect, then, through to the project
substation, where the 34.5 ACis stepped up to 500 kV
AC.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: So the inverters are in
the field of collectors?

M5. INNIS: Yes. They would be outside of
t he project substation.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And how many inverters are
there? Is it a 450-negawatt array, is that what |
recal | ?

M5. INNI'S: 400.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  400. How many i nverters
are there?

M5. INNIS: That's a good question. | do not
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know t he answer to that off the top of ny head. 1'l1I
have to doubl e-check on that.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:. Yeah. Ckay, we need to
have t hat answer.

MS. INNIS: Xay.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | have a further question
for right now Is there any DC storage on the project
site?

M5. INNIS: W haven't designed the storage
conponent yet; that would cone in final engineering for
the project. W can do both AC coupled or DC coupl ed
battery energy storage.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Well, is the answer to
t hat question germane to this hearing or not? | know
we have no jurisdiction over the array, but we really
have to kind of know about that.

MR. ACKEN:. M. Chairnman, Menber Haeni chen,
if I may, we are happy to provide information
addressing the Commttee's questions. | would take the
position that the solar array and everything outside of
the project substation is not subject to Line Siting
jurisdiction.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | understand that.

MR. ACKEN: But certainly to the extent that
it's information that helps you in evaluating it, we're
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going to provide that to you. But we're asking for
approval for the substation, this new substation, and
the Gen-Tie to Choll a.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. | would like to
al so have sone informati on provided to the Committee
about the power quality of the AC signal that comes out
of the -- out of the array.

M5. INNIS: Do you have nore specific
questi ons about what you want to know about the power
quality fromthe --

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:. Let ne give you a
phi | osophi cal answer to that question. As tine
progresses in this century we're in, we're going to see
nore and nore DC generation in projects |ike this.

Wien they're a very snmall portion of the total
generation mx, the quality of the AC sine wave i s not
as i nportant. But if it becomes a dom nant part, |ike,
say, nore than 50 percent, then we have to worry about
what inpact this kind of generation is going to have on
t he whole grid.

So those are ny questions. That's what |I'm
aimng at. And | understand we have no jurisdiction
over it, but in good faith you should supply that --
sone answers to those kind of questions, in ny opinion.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.
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MEMBER NOLAND. Thank you, M. Chairman. One
other thing. |Is there an exhibit here that pinpoints
where the substation is going to be on a map with
relation to the solar arrays and the Cholla -- existing
Chol l a pl ant?

MR. ACKEN: Chairnman Chenal, Menber Nol and,
the short answer is no. W have a witten description
of it in both the application and in the formof an
order, but we specifically did not say it was going to
be within this 5-acre piece within the footprint of the
solar field. And that was done to say -- to allow for
site-specific novenent within the solar field to pl ace
the substation. M. Innis can explain why it's in the
applicant's interest to place it as close to the
property boundary of the solar field as possible, and
that m ght be a good question for her to answer, but we
did not include -- we did not restrict ourselves in
what we have proposed, with the understanding that the
applicant has site control of the entire sol ar
generating facility, we have a witten description, a
witten narrative of where it wll be, and our intent
is to place it within those general areas.

MEMBER NOLAND: Well, 1'd like to see, as we
get towards the end of this, at |east designating
wthin that solar array boundary that the substation
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wll be placed there, not just a | egal description. |
think that's going to be inportant for people to
understand and figure out where it's going to be

pl aced, and not -- |I'mnot saying it has to be
absolutely specific, but that it will be placed within
that area that you've designated as the sol ar area.
Does that nake sense?

CHW. CHENAL: | think it does, Menber
Nol and. Kind of a corridor for where the substation
wll be, just |like we have a corridor --

MEMBER NOLAND:  Yes.

CHW. CHENAL: -- for those transm ssion
i nes?

MEMBER NOLAND:. It can't be this vague, we're
going to put it sonewhere. W need to know it's going
to be here or it's going to be on the other side of the
freeway by the Cholla plant. That's what people would
like to know. That's what 1'd |ike to know.

MR. ACKEN. M. Chairman, Menber Nol and, we
understand the question, and we'll take that under
advi senent about sharpeni ng our pencils and seei ng what
ki nd of additional specificity we can provide.

MEMBER NCLAND: Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MR. ACKEN:. Are you ready for the virtual
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tour?

CHW. CHENAL: 1|I'mgoing to ask the Commttee
if they'd prefer to take a break now or see the virtual
tour. It is a break in the testinony.

MEMBER NOLAND: Let's see the tour.

Ckay. | have a vote to see the virtual tour.

Keep goi ng? Ckay.

MEMBER RI GG NS: Keep goi ng.

CHW. CHENAL: M. Acken, | think we want to
see the tour.

MR ACKEN: G eat.

BY MR ACKEN
Q Ms. Innis, with that intro, would you present
the virtual tour that you devel oped for the Conmmttee?
A Sure. W're excited about show ng you this
flyover video tour of the project area, since we were
not able to take a field trip out there so you could
see firsthand.

So the idea of the video is to -- could you
pause there, please? The idea of the video is to give
you a general overview of the setting in the area of
the solar facility and the preferred and alternative
routes up to the Cholla substation. This, again, is
the overview of the project area. This video is going
to focus on the preferred route.
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So the project substation would be in this
area inside the solar boundary. Thousand-foot-w de
requested corridor here shown in blue. Wat we're
going to show you in this video, we're going to start
on one end of the line with a quick high-level flyover,
and then we're going to go detailed fromthe project
area back to the substation. So you'll get kind of a
hi gh-1 evel view and then a nore detailed view of the
corridor. Wen we start the video, you'll also see
nunbers in the corridor; those are mle nmarkers to give
you a sense of the distance.

As we go through the video, we'll al so pause.
If you want us to pause at any point to ask questions,
just let us know. But we have several static
phot ogr aphs that were taken in the project area, so
we'll stop for a couple of those so you can get a
better sense of what the area | ooks like fromthe
transm ssion line corridor.

CHWN. CHENAL: And then approxi mately how
long is the video?

M5. INNIS: | think each video is just about
5 mnutes. So this should be about a total of 10
m nut es, dependi ng how | ong we stop for any questi ons.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MS. INNIS: Let's go ahead with the video
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here. And again, we've got the solar project area
here, a transm ssion line up to the Cholla substation.
This is the CEC-1 portion in blue. CEC 2 portion,

we'll zoomin a little bit, you'll see that in pink.
Then we'll start our high-level flyover fromthe Cholla
substati on out back towards the sol ar project area.

Here you can see the existing Cholla power
pl ant and substation yard, CEC-2 in pink, and the start
of the CEC-1 corridor here in this |ight blue color.

Now, we'll turn back around fromthe sol ar
proj ect area back towards the substation so you can get
a sense for the area. Again, this is a static photo
taken fromthe sol ar project area up towards Joseph
City. This area is currently used for grazing cattle
primarily. And again, the mle nmarkers shown here.

You can see the Cholla power plant off in the distance
her e.

Here is a typical photo of the existing ranch
roads on the property, kind of informal two-track dirt
roads through the property, used to help with the
ranchi ng operations that are currently out there.

This is a view looking to the west there.
Anot her typical view here. This is approximtely 1
mle west of Cbed Road, which is one of the few paved
roads in the project area, kind of |ooking back to the
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west from where we've just cone in the video.
There are sone existing distribution |ines

that serve at | east one residence in the project area

her e.

Here is that Cbed Road. The transm ssion
line will cross this road between the sol ar project
area and the transmssion line. | believe this is the
only road we'll cross with the transm ssion |ine.

Here you can see the Little Col orado River
bed, usually typically dry, and then the Cholla power
plant there in the background. W woul d pl an our
structures to span across this wetl and area.

And again, as we cross the river area and get
up towards the point of ownership change, you'll see we
have railroad tracks here. This is Burlington Northern
Santa Fe. This is a close-up picture of the railroad
tracks we'll cross.

CHW. CHENAL: Ms. Innis, what are we | ooking

at tothe right interns of the -- oh, if we can go
back to the picture -- the power |ines we saw.
M5. INNIS: Those are -- | couldn't see

exactly there. Those are either distribution |ines
al ong Obed or the 230 conming into Cholla substati on.
There we go.

CHWN. CHENAL: The ones that are there.
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MR. SIMPSON:  Those are distribution |ines
that al so feed operations along the railroad tracks, so
switching stations and things of that nature.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND:. |Is the ownership change
bet ween the Aztec Cattle Conpany and the railroad?

M5. INNIS: The ownershi p change? No. That
woul d be between the applicant, Hashknife Energy
Center, and APS. It would be the change in ownership
of the transm ssion |ine.

MEMBER NOLAND: | understand what you're
sayi ng.

Al so, you said there's one residence. |Is
that a part of the private | andowner's property?

M5. INNIS: No. There's a grazing |essee
whose house is outside of the project area.

MEMBER NOLAND: CQutside of the project area
or the transm ssion |line area?

M5. I NN S Bot h.

MEMBER NOLAND: Bot h?

M5. INNIS: CQutside of both.

MEMBER NCLAND: Ckay.

MS. INNIS: Thank you for the questions.
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And then here you can see, this is the point
of ownership change. This last structure is where we
woul d change ownershi p. Hashknife Energy Center would
own this structure, and then APS would take the |ine
into its substation from here.

And this is a photo about as close as we
could get to that area. This is kind of just on the
west side of the power plant there. And then you can
see CEC-2, that corridor is shown in pink here, again,
alittle bit nore narrow corridor, 500-foot corridor
here. And then these facilities would really just be a
coupl e of structures --

CHWN. CHENAL: Could we stop?

M5. INNIS: Sure.

CHW. CHENAL: | just have a question before
we go too far. I'msorry. But | thought | heard
earlier or read earlier that there was a fence |ine.
Ckay. The fence line is not the change of ownership;
the fence line is further in the CEGC 2 corridor?

MS. INNIS: Correct. On the image here
you're seeing this white line. That's sort of the
exi sting substation fence here. So the point of
owner shi p change will happen here, and then APS wi ||
own the wires to the next transm ssion structure or
structures until the point of interconnection inside
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the 500 kV bay here.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you.

M5. INNIS: And here we've | abeled the 500 kV
bay. This is where the new interconnection equi pment
woul d go to bring that 500 kV line into the substation
her e.

Do you have any ot her questions on this
vi deo?

CHWN. CHENAL: Menbers appearing renotely,
any questions?

Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | don't have a question
about the flyover, but hopefully in the next day or
two, when you' ve been able to research this -- your
conpany has built previous |arge solar arrays, have
t hey not ?

M5. INNIS: Yes, we have.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: What's the | argest one?

M5. INNIS: | would have to doubl e-check
Probably just under 200 negawatts.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Okay. So you nust have a
| ot of experience, then, on what the output |ooks I|ike
fromthe standpoint of harnonics and that kind of
thing, in other words, power quality. So I would Iike
you to give a little presentation on that, because |I'm
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going to assune this wll be -- have a sim|lar
character, this power plant you're building. | would
thi nk APS woul d be really concerned about this as well.

M5. INNIS: | can tell you the |arge
generator interconnection agreenent we have, APS did
conduct a nunber of facility studies, system i npact
studies, and so forth before agreeing to that
arrangenent with us. W can definitely talk through
sonme of those issues if you want a wal k-t hrough of
t hose studi es.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | want to know how nmuch of
the energy that's being generated by the photovoltaics
W nds up as 60-cycle AC, and then on the various
har noni cs, what are the percentages. That's really
what |'m | ooking for.

MR. ACKEN: M. Chai rman, Menber Haeni chen, |
t hi nk we understand the |ine of questioning, and we'l]l
do sone honewor k and be prepared to address.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay, thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Good, thank you.

MR ACKEN:. M. Chairman, | forgot to nention
this earlier. Menber Gentles cane online too. | don't
know i f you were able to get him

CHW. CHENAL: No, | did not. Ckay, very
good.
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MR. ACKEN:. So | do see that he's on there as
well, and | think he's been on there for sone tine.

CHW. CHENAL: Thank you.

Now, there was not another video, was there?

M5. INNIS: There is another video, yep.

CHW. CHENAL: Oh, there is?

M5. INNIS: Sane kind of thing for the
alternative route, so we can just run through that real
qui ck.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Chairman, for the sake of
those that are online, they can't see the green
pointer, | don't believe. 1Is that correct?

MEMBER PALMER:  That is correct.

MEMBER NCLAND: So | think you have to be a
little nore specific in describing, to the west or the
east or the right or the left, for those peopl e that
can't see the pointer.

M5. INNIS: Thank you very nmuch. ['Ill nake
sure to do that.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, Menber Nol and.

M5. INNIS: Go ahead with the second vi deo?

CHW. CHENAL: Please. And | know I asked
the applicant, because we had a nunber of neetings
about this, that | wanted sonething nore than the
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typi cal Google flyover. | was very inpressed wth
that, and | thank the applicant and the fol ks

associ ated with putting that together. | think that
was very, very well done.

M5. INNIS: Thank you. Appreciate that.

And we'll go ahead now with the alternate
route flyover video. Sane project area here, and
you'll see the alternate route now shown in yell ow from
t he east side of the solar project area paralleling the
exi sting transm ssion corridor up to the Cholla
substation. And again, we'll do this sort of high
| evel fromthe Cholla substation over towards the sol ar
project area. You can see the existing transm ssion
lines in green adjacent to our yellow alternate route.

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: What is that red line? Co
back. Go back just a little. Wat's the red |ine that
iIs running parallel to the greens? Can you see that?

MS. INNIS: Yep. That's another existing
transm ssion line.

MEMBER NCLAND: Ckay, thank you.

M5. INNIS: Thank you for asking.

And now we're going to do the nore detail ed
flyover and stop for a couple still photographs.
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Again, frominside the solar project area, you can see
the existing transm ssion |lines on the horizon.

Here is a great exanple of those steel
|attice structures. This is a 345 kV transmi ssion |ine
her e.

Agai n, typical exanpl e photograph of the
area. This whole project area is used for grazing
currently. This is just alittle bit of -- west of
Obed Road.

Here is a photo of bhed Road show ng the
crossing of that existing transm ssion line in the
di st ance here.

And now we're getting a little closer. You
can see the Cholla power plant in the background, the
exi sting 345 kV lines here in this photograph.

| nentioned earlier the alternate route had
nore turning structures, and you can see there's an
exanpl e where we'd have to make a bit of a sharp turn
as we approach the Little Colorado River area.

And again, here is the Burlington Northern
tracks.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Innis, why does the alternate route have
SO many nore turning structures?

A Just to avoid the existing transm ssion |ine
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and corridor in the area.

CHWN. CHENAL: Can we go back to the | ast
part of that second vi deo?

M5. INNIS: Sure. Let me know when you want
us to stop, how about.

CHWN. CHENAL: That's probably good enough.

M5. INNIS: Stop here?

CHWN. CHENAL: Yeah, that's fine.

Question: On the alternate route, parallel
was the 345 kV line?

M5. INNIS: Correct.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. Then what is -- is that
the transm ssion line that -- what's the generation
source for that |ine?

M5. INNIS: | believe that | eaves the Cholla

power plant and heads towards the Phoeni x | oad pocket.
CHWN. CHENAL: Now, we also sawin red a

500 kV line that cane in fromthe southeast or

sonething. Were is -- what is that power source?
M5. INNIS: | believe that is also sort of an
exit line fromthe Cholla power plant.

CHW. CHENAL: GCkay. So with your project,
it's going to be 500 kV DC, and we're going to hear
nore about that, and then it's going to be transferred
to -- or, converted to AC. Wat's the power -- is it
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going to be a 500 kV line com ng out and com ng down to
Phoeni x, or is it the 345 line you're using? Does that
make any sense?

M5. INNIS: Yeah. |[I'mnot sure | can answer
that. CQur generation tie line, the 500 kV AC line from
our solar project, is just going to the Cholla
substation. Fromthere, all the power sources get sort
of m xed together and di spatched out through APS s
system | don't know if | can provide a whole | ot nore
i nsi ght than that.

CHW. CHENAL: W'd like to hear from APS on
where this power goes once it goes into the Choll a
substation. 1Is it going to be 345? 1Is it going to be
500? Wiich transmssion line -- where is it going?
Just as background, just to conplete the record, so we
have a good record of the case.

MS. BENALLY: Chairman Chenal, that's noted.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. Those are good vi deos.
| really appreciate the applicant taking the tine to
put those together.

M5. INNIS: Thank you very nuch.

"1l also just make a note, CEC-1 has the
preferred and alternative routes. CEC-2 would take the
sane path fromthat point of ownership change outside
t he substation fence into the substation. So it's the
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sane route.

CHWN. CHENAL: Right.

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NCLAND: 1'd say the only suggestion
|'d make is when you're tal king substations, you
I ndi cate proposed substation and exi sting substation
just for clarification, if you don't m nd.

CHWN. CHENAL: Sure.

MR. ACKEN: Chairman Chenal, Menber Nol and,
make sure | understand. So there is the existing
substation at Cholla; we are not requesting approval
for that. W are requesting approval for the proposed
substation that will be within the boundaries of the
solar facility. Are you asking that that be clarified
in the maps or the text or just in the discussion?

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Sure, Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND:. Understand that, again, not
all of us are here.

MR, ACKEN: Sure.

MEMBER NCLAND: Though the maps are fairly
clear, it's just that | think it gets a little
confusi ng when you just use "substation,” |ike you just
did. You were tal king about the current Choll a
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substation, not the proposed substation. That's what
l"'mtrying to make cl ear.

MR, ACKEN:. Thank you.

MEMBER NOLAND: |If you're tal ki ng about the
current Cholla substation, say Cholla substati on;
otherwi se, it's the proposed Hashkni fe substation.

MR. ACKEN: Understood. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: And ny question related to the
exi sting Cholla substati on and how t he power com ng
into the existing Cholla substation fromthis project
is going to be, you know, transmtted fromthere.

MS. BENALLY: That's noted, Chairnman Chenal

CHWN. CHENAL: So maybe nowis the tine for
the afternoon break. Before we go, | just want to ask
t he menbers of the Conmttee who are renote, Menber
Hamvay, Menber Gentles, and M. Branum howis it going
fromyour end so far? Are you able to hear the
testi nony and see the slides?

MEMBER HAMMY: M. Chairnman, M. Hamnay
here. Yes, this worked out great. | had ny slides
they sent this norning on one side of the screen, | had
the nmeeting on the other, and |'mable to see and hear
ever yt hi ng.

CHWN. CHENAL: QG eat.

Menber Gentl es.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 62

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: If you're nuted, you have to
unmut e yoursel f, because we're not hearing you.

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Well, nmaybe during the break
we can confirmthat Menber Gentles is on the Zoom

And t hen Menmber Branum howis it going from
your end?

MEMBER BRANUM  Thank you, Chairman. |It's
going quite fine. |1'musing nmultiple screens and goi ng
back and forth, so no issues for ne. Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: Al right. Super. Well,

let's -- how about a 20-m nute break, afternoon break,
and then we'll pick it up after that. Thank you,
everyone.

(Of the record from2:59 p.m to 3:41 p.m)

CHWN. CHENAL: Let's resune the hearing and
go back on the record. W had a nice video
presentation flyover. So M. Acken, if you want to
proceed with your wtness.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairman.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q W're going to turn to the next portion of

Ms. Innis' testinony, public outreach. And so on the
screen for everyone should be Slide 16.
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Ms. Innis, please describe the public
outreach efforts undertaken for the project.

A I nvenergy held a public open house neeting
as part of the Navajo County special use permt process
for the solar facility. That public open house neeting
was held in Joseph Gty on May 15th, 2019. Invitations
were sent by first class nail to all of the property
owners within a mle and a half of the proposed
facility, and notice was given in the | ocal newspaper.
We had approximately 15 people attend, plus seven
menbers of I nvenergy's project team

In addition to that public open house neeting
where we di scussed the solar project and the
transm ssion |line, we've been in regular conmmuni cati ons
wth the primary | andowner in the area, Aztec Land &
Cattle, with whom we have a | ease for the sol ar
facility and easenents for the transm ssion line
routes. W' ve also been in touch with the grazing
| essee, J.R DeSpain.

In addition to that public open house neeting
in May 2019, Navaj o County held public hearings on the
special use permt. The planning and zoni ng heari ng
was held October 17th, 2019. The SUP was approved at
t he Navaj o board of supervisors hearing on
Novenber 12th, 2019.
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And then earlier this year, we submtted an
application to Navajo County to anmend the special use
permt to add additional acreage to the solar facility
permt. That approval process went back before the
Navaj o pl anni ng and zoni ng conmi ssi on agai n on
May 21st, 2020, and then the permt anendnent received
final approval fromthe board of supervisors in
June 2020.

And our application Appendi x J-1 incl udes
copies of all of those open house materials, and you
can see those on this slide here. W provided basic
i nformati on about the solar project, the construction
process, project benefits, tineline, so forth.

Q Descri be the public notice specifically
provi ded for the CEC application.

A So building on those efforts in 2019 and
early 2020, we took additional steps for public
i nvol vement and public notice related to this Power
Line Siting Commttee process. W posted signs on the
property advertising today's public hearing, providing
contact infornmation for questions about the
application. W also advertised in three newspapers.
And you'll see on this slide copies of those newspaper
ads and proof of publication.

Al so, because of the COVID situation, we

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ

64



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 65

woul d have nornmally placed copies of the application in
public libraries or made them avail able for the public
to access. In lieu of that, we posted the full
appl i cati on docunent on our website,

hashkni fesol ar.com so that the public could access it
there. W also offered to mail out copies if people
called to request one. W did not receive any requests
for anybody to receive a printed copy of the
application, but we did offer that to fol ks who were
unabl e to access the application on the website.

To neet the requirenents for the CEC process,
we al so provided public notice via certified nmail to
the two jurisdictions in the project area, Navajo
County and the Arizona State Land Departnent. And as
we mentioned earlier, Arizona State Land Depart nent
doesn't own | and al ong the transm ssion |ine routes;
but because they are a | andowner within the solar
proj ect area, we've been keeping them apprized of the
project and this transm ssion |ine process.

Q What does Slide 18 depict?

A Slide 18 here shows photographs of the public
noti ce postings on the property. 1In the inage on the
| eft, you can see the project area nmap show ng the
| ocations for where those two signs were posted in the
proj ect area.
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Q And you nentioned the public notice, the
publication, the certified mail notice. Can that
information be found in what's been marked for
identification as | NV-3?

A Yes, that's right. INV-3 is the exhibit that
contains all of the docunentation for this public
outreach specific to this Power Line Siting Commttee
heari ng.

Q Next, we're going to turn to the needs and
benefits provided by the project. Describe those for
the Conmmttee.

MEMBER DRAGO: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO  Sorry. | had a question back
on the public engagenent. Relative to tribes, I
realize that Navajo is quite sone di stance away,
130-sonme mles, but did the project offer consultation
to any tribes in the area or tribal |istening sessions?

M5. INNIS: Thank you very nuch for the
questi on.

MEMBER DRAGO. And then followup to that,
sorry, would be: [If not, did any of them show up at
t he public neeting?

M5. INNIS: Thank you for the question. W
did not have any tribes participate in the public open
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house neeting or in the SUP hearings through the Navajo
County process. W do have testinony comng |ater on
cul tural issues from Derek Hol scher, and he can speak
nore specifically about the outreach to the tribes and
who responded to | etters about the project.

MEMBER DRAGO  Thank you

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Wiat are the needs net and benefits provi ded
by the project?

A Sure. This transnmission line project is
needed to connect the associ ated Hashkni fe Energy
facility to the existing transm ssion grid at the
Chol | a substation. The solar project wll provide
Ari zona with a renewabl e energy resource to hel p neet
its clean energy goals, and this transm ssion |ine
project is conpatible with existing rangel and and
i ndustrial uses of the surrounding area.

On this slide, we have estimted sone of the
proj ect benefits. Over the approximate six-nonth
construction tine frane, we would expect to enpl oy
bet ween 200 and 400 construction workers. Once the
facility is built and operational, we'd expect to have
between three and five full-tine jobs. Over the life
of the project, we expect property tax, sales tax,
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| andowner paynents would total between 30 and

$35 mllion. And during the construction period and
operations, we'd expect to see increased | ocal economc
activity, for exanple, construction workers staying in
| ocal hotels, eating at |ocal restaurants, purchasing
materials fromlocal shops and suppliers.

And all of these benefits cone with m ninma
i mpact on local infrastructure and services. This
facility doesn't produce any noi se, doesn't produce
traffic on an ongoi ng basis, and really has m ni nal
i npacts in exchange for these benefits.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ms. Innis, quick question.
Any idea of the property tax revenue on an annual basis
for Navajo County after the project is conpleted?

M5. INNIS: | don't have that figure handy,
no.

CHWN. CHENAL: Any idea? | nean, any range
or guessti mate?

MS. INNIS: W estinated property tax, sales
tax, plus | andowner paynents over 25 years would be
between 30 and 35 mllion. So based on that, the
property tax revenues may be a mllion dollars a year,
in that ball park.

CHWN. CHENAL: All right, thank you.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman.
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CHWN. CHENAL: Yes. W0 is speaking?

MEMBER GENTLES: This is Menber Gentl es.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.

MEMBER GENTLES: Just a quick question. |
don't know if |I mssed it, but could you have them
address any information that they recei ved through
their website in terns of response or feedback on the
proj ect or through any of their social nedia channel s?

CHW. CHENAL: Ms. Innis.

M5. INNIS: Sure. The only conmunications
we' ve had about the project have been at that open
house neeting in May 2019. W had approximately 15
menbers of the public attend that open house. Since
then, we've been in regular discussions wth the
| andowner and al so the grazing | essee. But since we
posted the CEC application materials on the
hashkni fesol ar. com website, | have not received any
calls or e-mails or inquiries fromthe | ocal comunity
short of construction contractors who would |i ke work
on the project.

MEMBER GENTLES: And just a follow up

question. How nany -- how nmany residents, commerci al
or residential, are inpacted in the -- in the project
area?

M5. INNIS: Thank you for the question. W
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do have testinmony comng a little bit later from Derek
Hol scher about the exact |and uses in the area, so |
thi nk he coul d answer specifically that question.

MEMBER GENTLES: Ckay. Well, I'mjust trying
to get to a -- you know, we always have this
conversation during this portion, which is the extent
to which the public was actually informed outside of
the technical requirenents in the CEC, right. So by
your account right now, only 15 people really had any
conversati on about the project based on the open house
sign-in sheet, it looks like. 1Is that basically --

MS. INNIS: Sure. | appreciate the question.
We did provide public notice and outreach, including
mai | ers and newspaper ads, for that open house neeti ng;
that went to all |andowners within a
one-and-a-half-mle radius. That sane group of people
was notified four tinmes for the public hearings through
t he Navaj o County process.

MEMBER GENTLES: | understand. And |
certainly appreciate know ng what that universe is, so
we can get to that |later on. Thank you.

M5. INNIS: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:
Q Follow ng up on that |ine of questi oning,
what is the |local comunity's perspective on the
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project fromthe feedback you received?
A From the feedback we received prinarily

t hrough that open house and the SUP process, it's been
positive. | think the community recognizes that the
change in generation at the Cholla facility will have
sone i npacts to the local comunity. Wiile this
facility has a nodest nunber of jobs, it is additional
econom c activity for the local comunity that they'll
appr eci at e.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber GCentl es.

MEMBER CGENTLES: Could you remnd us, is the
Cholla plant going to be operational for the future,
and how | ong?

CHW. CHENAL: |If you know, Ms. Innis. |
think you spoke to this a little earlier.

MEMBER CGENTLES: She may have, and ny
apologies if | mssed it.

CHW. CHENAL: That's okay. That's no
probl em

MR, ACKEN. And we may need to foll ow up,
Menber CGentles, to get you nore specific information.
But if Ms. Innis can answer it now, great.

M5. INNIS: Yeah. | believe at | east one of
the units is in the process of being deconm ssioned, if
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it hasn't already cone offline; and then the remai nder
of the facility, | think it's roughly 2025. W'l|
doubl e-check on those dates and foll ow up on that.

MEMBER GENTLES: So the other unit is going
to deconmi ssi on on or around 20257

MS. INNIS: Of the top of ny head, | believe
so.

MEMBER CGENTLES: So what happens to the --
and again, ny apologies if you already discussed this.
What happens to the power generation thereafter that's
connected into the solar plant?

M5. INNIS: |I'mnot sure | understand what
you' re asking. Wen the coal plant retires, there
won't be any additional coal generation fromthat
facility. So our project would tie in to that existing
transm ssion infrastructure that will remain after the
power generators are taken offline.

MEMBER CGENTLES: Ckay, that's good. Thank
you.

M5. INNIS: kay.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q And to follow up on that, this project wll
all ow the continued use of that existing infrastructure
after Cholla is no | onger produci ng power generation,
Is that correct?
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A Correct.

MEMBER RIGE NS: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.

MEMBER RIGA NS: Ms. Innis, the public
comrent and feedback that you received, was that nore
focused on the entire solar project -- proposed sol ar
project facility and the transm ssion |ine area, or was
it nore one or the other or was it -- was there any
concern about the proposed routes for the transm ssion
lines into Cholla fromthe area, or was it nore the
project in itself, the entire solar facility?

MS. INNIS: Thanks for the question. At the
open house, we did tal k about both solar and
transm ssion. W did not receive any negative feedback
at the open house about transm ssion specifically.

MEMBER RI GA NS: Thank you.

BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ms. Innis, what other w tnesses are
testifying on behalf of the application?

A We have several nenbers of our project team
here in the room-- or, in the building today. They
assisted with preparation of this application and
various environnmental and cultural studies. W'Il| have
Der ek Hol scher from Burns & McDonnel |l addressing | and
use and cultural i1issues. Randy Sinpson fromBurns &
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McDonnell w Il address visual inpacts and the photo
sinmulations in the application. And from SWCA we' | |
have Tom Kor onki ewi cz address bi ol ogi cal resources.

In addition to the formal witten testinony

fromthese gentlenen and their testinony today, we al so

have avail abl e an el ectrical engi neer and environnent al
specialist who are listening in via Zoomand wll be
able to answer any questi ons.

Q Was the CEC application prepared under your
direction and supervi sion?

A. Yes, it was.

Q And do you have any corrections or changes at

this tinme?
A No, | do not.
Q And so is it true and accurate, to the best

of your know edge?

A Yes.
Q Any final comments for the Commttee?
A Just to quickly summari ze ny testinony for

you today, the Hashknife Gen-Tie project, it's an
approximately 3-mle-1ong 500 kV transm ssion line to
connect the 400- negawatt proposed sol ar and battery
energy storage facility to the existing transm ssion
infrastructure at Cholla substati on owned by APS.
This project area was sel ected because of
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environnental conpatibility for both solar and
transm ssi on devel opnent, access to avail abl e
transm ssi on capacity, cooperative |andowners, and a
supportive conmunity.

The project will help Arizona neet its goals
for clean, reliable electricity, while providing
revenue to the local area in the formof jobs, taxes,
and | andowner paynents.

| very much appreciate the Commttee's
consi deration of this application. Thank you for being
here during these challenging virus tinmes in person and
online. W |look forward to answering any questions you
may have about the project. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, Ms. Innis.

Does the Committee have any further questions
of Ms. Innis at this tine?

Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND:. Just a real quick question.
The slide that you have up right now shows w nd
generation in the background. |I'massumng that's just
anot her project? You're not planning w nd generation,
as well as solar?

M5. INNIS: Thank you for the question. W
find eastern Arizona is well suited for solar, but not
wnd at this particular |location. The resource isn't
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strong enough for a wnd facility.

MEMBER NCLAND: Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you very nuch.

Ckay. Thank you, M. Innis.

| do note that there were sone questions that
wer e asked, you know, so you'll have to cone back and,
ei ther through you or another w tness or other
W t nesses, you know, provide the additional information
t hat was request ed.

MR, ACKEN. M. Chairman, our thought would
be to get through our direct, | understand you had a
coupl e questions for APS as well, and then we can bring
back Ms. Innis to clean up any remai ni ng questions at
t he concl usi on.

CHWN. CHENAL: Sure, that sounds fi ne.
However you'd like to handle it.

MR ACKEN. All right. Are you ready for our
next --

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, | think we're ready for
your next w tness.

MR. ACKEN: The applicant calls Tom
Koronkiewi cz. And he will be -- he's renote.

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Can everybody hear ne
okay?

CHW. CHENAL: 1Is there a way, until we get
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into the exhibit, that we could have this w tness
appear on the screen? |It's done.

You' re going to have to tell nme howto
pronounce your nane, sir, before | swear you in. |
don't want to butcher it.

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: That's okay, M. Chairnman.
Thomas J. Koronki ew cz.

CHWN. CHENAL: Koronkiew cz.

MR KORONKI EW CZ: Perfect.

CHW. CHENAL: Do you prefer an oath or an
affirmation, sir?

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Qath, please.

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. Wuld you raise your
ri ght hand.

(Thomas J. Koronkiew cz was duly sworn by the
Chai rman.)

CHW. CHENAL: M. Acken.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

THOVAS J. KORONKI EW CZ (VI DEOCONFERENCE)
call ed as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously sworn by the Chairnman to speak the
truth and nothing but the truth, was exam ned and
testified as foll ows:
/11
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DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:
Q Pl ease state your name and busi ness address
for the record.
A Thomas J. Koronkiew cz, 114 North San
Franci sco Street, Flagstaff, Arizona 86001.
And | believe we should advance the slide,
pl ease.
Q Thank you. And if there's a way we coul d
show himas well. Thank you.
By whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?
A SWCA Environnmental Consultants, and | am an
ecol ogi st and environnental specialist.
Q And what was your role in the preparation of
this CEC application?
A Seni or ecol ogi st and SWCA Envi r onnent al
Consul tants' project nmanager overseeing both the

bi ol ogi cal and aquatic resource surveys.

Q Descri be your experience with line siting
heari ngs.
A In 2010, | provided Line Siting Commttee

expert testinony regardi ng the biol ogical surveys for
the Perrin Ranch wnd energy facility in Coconino
County, Arizona. And | also conpleted an internal SWCA
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Envi ronnental Consultants' technical review of the
bi ol ogi cal survey work for the proposed Chevel on Butte
wi nd energy facility in Coconino and Navaj o Counti es.

Q Pl ease provi de an overvi ew of your
pr of essi onal background and educati onal experience.

A I have a BS in biology from Sout hern
Connecticut State University and an M5 in biology from
Nort hern Arizona University. |'man ecologist with 23
years of experience, and nmy nost recent projects
i nvol ve envi ronnental conpliance nmanagenent of
renewabl e energy devel opnent projects across the
western United States. | al so serve as a graduate
student advisor at Northern Arizona University.

Q And what topics are you going to cover today?

A Il"msorry. | think we should advance the
slide, please. Sorry about that.

Yeah, ny testinony covers biological and
aquatic resources as the SWCA Envi ronnent al
Consul tants' project nanager for the biological and
aquatic resource surveys for the project. | wll
provi de testi nony regardi ng application exhibits and
project environnmental conpatibility associated with
bi ol ogi cal and aquatic resources.

Next slide, please.

Q Wll, let's leave that slide up there that's
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on the screen for us. |It's Slide 21.

A Ch, | see. Ckay.

Q If you woul d, describe -- excuse ne, Slide
22 -- describe the evaluation nethods that you used.

A Right. R ght. Following the Arizona Gane
and Fi sh Departnent recomendi ng gui delines for solar
devel opnent in Arizona, and in order to assess
environnental risk for the project, SWA Environnental
Consul tants and | nvenergy consulted with the Arizona
Gane and Fish Departnent in 2019 and reviewed nultiple
envi ronnental and bi ol ogi cal online data sources,
including the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
informati on for planning and consultation tool and the
Ari zona Gane and Fi sh Departnent environnental review
t ool .

A desktop review was al so conpleted to

identify aquatic resources, including wetlands and

ot her special aquatic sites as defined under the d ean
Water Act. Based on the desktop reviews, we then
conducted field surveys both in 2019 and in 2020 to
identify and docunment vegetative communities, potenti al
wi I dlife foragi ng resources, topography of the area,
habitat features to evaluate potential wldlife usage,
and aquatic resources wthin the project area. The
surveys al so characteri zed and verified the habitat
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types wwthin the project area to assess whether there
is suitable habitat for federally |isted and ot her
special status species and to identify potential waters
of the U.S. using US. Arny Corps of Engineers wetl and
del i neati on gui dance protocols.

The following figures in nmy presentation, the
phot ogr aphs i ncluded, are all included in the CEC
application exhibit, Appendices B-1 and B-2. This
photograph is the alternate Gen-Tie line route with the
Chol | a substation in the background.

Next slide, please.

Q So what type of biological and aquatic
resources do you expect to find on this project?

A Wldlife is typical of northern Arizona
desert scrub habitat. Inportantly, there is no
difference, in terns of habitat or conmmon wildlife use,
bet ween the proposed and alternative Gen-Tie routes.
Typical wldlife species observed included coyot e,
deer, desert cottontail and jackrabbits, m ce, snall
reptiles, comon bird species.

According to the U S. Fish and Wldlife
Service information for planning and consul tation
dat abase query, a total of eight threatened or
endangered speci es have the potential to occur within
the project area. Those species are: California
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condor, yellowbilled cuckoo, gray wolf, Dbl ack-footed
ferret, Little Col orado spi nedace, northern Mexican
gartersnake, Chiricahua | eopard frog, and Peebl es
Navaj o cactus. However, and inportantly, the results
of the online research and field surveys indicate that
t he docunented suitable breeding and/ or roosting
habitat is not present wthin the project area and/ or
the project area is outside of the known geographic
range for these eight species. |In addition, no
t hr eat ened or endangered speci es were observed during
the field surveys.

This photograph is the alternate Gen-Tie |line
route where it crosses the Little Col orado R ver.

And next slide, please.

Q So what are your conclusions with respect to
bi ol ogi cal resources?

A For both the proposed and alternative Gen-Tie
routes, our results have indicated the project is
environnentally conpati ble, as project construction and
operational activities are unlikely to adversely inpact
t hreat ened or endangered species or their habitats.

Additionally, based on wildlife agency
consul tation from May in 2020, the Arizona Gane and
Fi sh Departnent has no concerns for wldlife, including
wldlife corridors, which nay occur within the project
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area. The project wll not disturb any areas of
bi ol ogical wealth and will have mninmal to no inpact to
wldlife species. Again, in my opinion, the project
w |l be environnentally conpatible with respect to
terrestrial species and their habitats.

These phot ographs here depict the dom nant
habitat within the project areas.

Next slide, please.

Q And the next slide, for the record, is
Slide 25 of hearing exhibit INV-2. [If you woul d,
describe this for the Comm ttee.

A Thank you. Thank you. So for both the
proposed and alternative routes, aquatic resources are
limted to epheneral surface water features and the
Little Colorado River, which is also an intermttent
surface water feature. There are no wetl ands or

perenni al surface water features in the project area.

Surface waters -- surface features wll be
avoi ded by spanning, and structures wll be placed
outside of the limts of aquatic resource features. |In

nmy opi nion, because of this avoi dance, again, the
project will be environnentally conpatible also with
respect to the aquatic resources.

This figure here depicts the aquatic
delineation that we conpl eted near the Cholla
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substation. And you can see, at |east hopefully fairly
well, the black outlines are the proposed and alternate
routes, the areas we surveyed.

CHWN. CHENAL: Remnd ne, sir, what you nean
when you say "epheneral ."

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Epheneral, neani ng not
per manent, things such as epheneral washes.
Cccasionally, if we're so lucky to see sone rain, you
woul d get water in those features, such as epheneral
wat er sources. And again, the Little Colorado River is
an intermttent water -- a water source as well. It's
only in tinmes of big precipitation events would we see
noi sture in those drai nages.

CHW. CHENAL: So is there a difference
bet ween epheneral and intermttent? |Is intermttent a
termof art, like epheneral is, when describing water
sources?

MR. KORONKI EW CZ: Yeah. They're pretty
synonynous with each other, both terns.

CHW. CHENAL: So |I'mjust curious. How
often does the Little Colorado R ver -- in the area
where the project is |ocated, how often is there
actual ly water of sone neasurabl e anount during the
course of a year?

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Yeah. W usually see
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it -- howoften? | think every year you will see sone
smal | er areas, puddled areas, for exanple. But in
years that you would actually see sone form of fl ow,
those are correlated with maj or precipitation events
largely in winter, when we see our winter storns up
here, up north.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay, thanks.

MR. KORONKI EW CZ:  You bet.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Let's turn to Slide 26, mtigati on neasures.
And describe mtigation neasures that will be used to
m nim ze effects to biological and aquati c resources.
A All right. Because the project area is

| argely located in areas subject to previous
di sturbance and outside of areas that may provide
essential habitat for |isted species, potential inpacts
to special -status species present in the region are
unlikely to occur or would not rise to a | evel that
woul d warrant mtigation.

Transm ssion structures wll be Avian Power
Line Interaction Commttee recommendati ons.

Preconstruction surveys for burrow ng ow s,
if present, would be conducted by qualified biologists
according to a current Arizona Gane and Fi sh Depart nent
prot ocol, and areas occupi ed by burrow ng ow s woul d be
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avoi ded shoul d they occur.

And next slide, | believe.

CHW. CHENAL: Before we |eave, | have a
coupl e questions on that, the avian standards.

VR, KORONKI EW CZ: Yes, sir.

CHWN. CHENAL: W have sone pretty standard
| anguage in our CECs that require the applicant to
conply with two specific docunents issued by the Avian
Power Line Interaction Comrmittee, and | see one of the
proposed changes to the CEC that the applicant nmade in
this case was to strike the reference to those two
specific publications and just refer to the nost recent
publications. So that pronpted ne to, for the first
time, to get onto the Commttee's website and actually
see what publications are published in relation to
mtigation nmeasures for power lines with respect to
avi an neasures.

The only two | could find were the two that
wer e | anguage i n our previous cases, the 2006
standards. And I'mgoing to ask you to distinguish
bet ween the word "standards,"” because there are 2006
standards for the Avian Power Line Commttee, and then
there are the recommended neasures to mnimze the risk
of collision in the 2012 gui delines of the Avian Power
Line Interaction Commttee. So there's 2006 standards,
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and then there are 2012 recommended neasures. And |'d
i ke you to speak to what are those two different
docunents and what's your understandi ng of each?

MR KORONKI EW CZ: Understood. The 2006
docunent, the use of standard, versus the 2012
recommendations, | don't know why they changed those
titles. To the best of ny know edge, a | ot had been
| earned since 2006 to 2012 during that interim | know
there was a | ot nore data exchanged with the Fish and
Wldlife Service and others from ot her devel opers.
could only think of that -- again, ny best guess would
be that it just is a matter of nonencl ature which
reflects just a |lot nore know edge | earned since 2006.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Because, | nean, |
don't want to speak for all lawers, but to this |awer
the word "standards" is a very specific termof art.

It neans, this is what thou shalt comply with. It's a
commandnent. It's a level that has to be net.

Wher eas, a reconmmended neasure is sinply a
recommendation that is not -- one isn't obligated to
foll ow.

So I haven't really delved into the two
docunents, but | guess, just fromthe title of the two
docunents, they aren't nutually exclusive. |n other
words, one is standards and one is reconmmended
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measures, and | think that's why in the past we've
al ways had the applicant comply with both. So can you
speak to that?

MR, KORONKIEW CZ: | guess in the sane
context of what | was trying to frane up before.

Al t hough call ed standards, | recall that essentially
they were al so recommendations as well. | don't think
devel opers in either case are obligated to conply with
ei ther; hence, maybe the termrecommendati ons. Again,
a lot of information from power |ine projects across
the United States went into those docunents, so the
degree to which -- maybe the appreciative nature from
the Fish and Wldlife Service, who's the | ead agency on
t hose docunents, m ght have reflected that in the nane
change.

CHW. CHENAL: And I'mnot trying to trip you
up. | prom se you, |'m not.

MR KORONKI EW CZ: Onh, understood, sir.

CHWN. CHENAL: But are you able, sitting here
now, to testify the differences between what's in the
2006 document versus the 2012 docunent, or you j ust
don't know at this point?

MR KORONKIEWCZ: | would have to |l ook into
that further and could definitely get back to you.

CHWN. CHENAL: And that's okay. This wasn't
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a trick question. | just --

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Under st ood.

CHW. CHENAL: | wasn't fond of the change,
and I'mgoing to -- when we get to that point, I'm
going to say, | think we should keep it the way it was

and refer to the two docunents as we have in the nany,
because those are the only two that are |listed that I
could see on the Commttee's website in terns of
docunents. But, okay, you' ve answered ny question.
Thank you.

VR, KORONKI EW CZ: Thank you, sir.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Ckay, thank you. | think we're ready for
your conclusions on Slide 27. Wat is your overall
assessnent of the project's effect on biological and
aquati c resources?

A Agai n, overall, our anal yses have shown t hat
the preferred and alternative routes are
environnentally conpati ble, having effectively
m nim zed inpacts to common wildlife, threatened or
endangered species or their habitats, as well as
aquati c resources.

Q And do you have any further coments for the
Committee at this tine?

A I do not.

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 90

CHWN. CHENAL: Does the Commttee have any
questions of the witness? I|I'mterrified to try to
pronounce your nane. Koronkiew cz.

MR KORONKI EW CZ: Koronki ewi cz, but thank
you for asking.

CHWN. CHENAL: Koronkiewicz. |[|I'mgoing to
stay with that, and that's the last tinme |'mgoing to
say it.

But any ot her questions fromthe Conmttee at
this tinme?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: GCkay. M. Koronkiew cz, thank
you for your testinony. Appreciate you appeari ng.

MR, KORONKI EW CZ: Thank you, sir.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairman.

The applicant calls Randy Sinpson.

CHW. CHENAL: M. Sinpson, let nme know when
you're ready and we'll swear you in.

MR, SI MPSON: Ready.

CHWN. CHENAL: Do you refer prefer an oath or
an affirmation?

MR SI MPSON: Cat h, please.

CHWN. CHENAL: Wbuld you raise your right
hand.

(Randal | Si npson was duly sworn by the
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Chai rman.)

CHVWN. CHENAL: M. Acken.

RANDALL SI MPSQON,
call ed as a witness on behalf of the Applicant, having
been previously sworn by the Chairman to speak the
truth and nothing but the truth, was exam ned and

testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR ACKEN:

Q Pl ease state your nane and busi ness address
for the record.

A My nane is Randall Sinpson. M business
address is 1850 North Central Avenue, Suite 800,
Phoeni x, Ari zona 85004.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and i n what
capacity?

A I*'menpl oyed by Burns McDonnell. W are an
engi neering and planning firm M role there is a
seni or project nmanager and environmental planner.

Q And what was your role in the CEC application
for this project?

A | assisted wth preparation of the CEC
application, including sone of the technical studies,
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several of the map exhibits, specifically application
-- or, Exhibit E of the application, the scenic areas
assessnent. | also did sone coordination and neeti ngs
wi th Navaj o County, conducted sone field review of the
project site, and also participated in the public
outreach, in particular the public neetings.

Q Pl ease provide an overvi ew of your
educati onal and professi onal background.

A My academ c background is | received a
bachel or of | andscape architecture in 1993 and a
bachel or of environnental science in 1992 both from
North Dakota State University.

I have approximately 28 years of professional
experience primarily providi ng environnental planning
and consulting services for energy infrastructure
projects. Those projects have been throughout Arizona,
as well as several other western states. | have
previ ously conducted studies for several projects here
in Arizona that have been presented before the Siting
Conmttee, and |'ve testified before them the Siting
Committee, in Cases 116, 122, 127, and 131.

Q Next, I'mgoing to ask you to descri be how
you eval uated scenic areas and vi sual resources, but |
under stand we have a new exhibit. So did you want to
I ntroduce that?

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ

92



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 93

A Yeah. Earlier today, we had inadvertently
m ssed a slide in the package that you received, so we
submitted INV-7, which is Slide 28.1, so it cones right
after 28, and it was basically a slide titled
nmet hodol ogy. So we've added that to the tables in
front of the Commttee Menbers that are here present,
and we al so have sonme additional copies if needed.

CHW. CHENAL: M. Sinpson, | think the rules
require us to wear the nask at all tines, even when
we're testifying.

MR SIMPSON: | was running out of air.

CHWN. CHENAL: Pardon ne?

MR SIMPSON: | was running out of air a
little bit there. Maybe tal king too fast.

CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Well, we're happy to
have you slow it down a little then.

MR ACKEN: It's all kinds of fun new
chal l enges for all of us. | was worried about that
today as wel | .

BY MR ACKEN:
Q Al right. So on the screen is INV-7
Slide 28.1. Wy don't you summari ze how you eval uat ed

sceni ¢ areas and vi sual resources.

A Thank you. Yeah. This information is
presented in detail in Exhibit E as well, but | do want
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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to touch on a few key itens relative to the nethodol ogy
that we use to evaluate scenic and visual resources.

Essentially, the purpose of the studies was
to characterize the I evel of visual nodification that
woul d occur in the | andscape after construction and
operation of the project. Specifically, our evaluation
i ncluded studies related to | andscape scenery and
sensitive views. Landscape scenery can be defined as
the scenic quality of the different |andscape units in
the area. And sensitive viewers are oftentines
travel ers on roadways or residences or recreation
areas, things of that nature.

Qur net hodol ogy foll owed gui delines that were
establi shed by the Bureau of Land Managenent and For est
Servi ce for managenent of scenic resources on federal
| ands. More specifically, we adapted those guidelines
for the analysis of the proposed 500 kV transm ssion
line wwthin this study area.

We conducted two specific field reviews to
coll ect and anal yze visual data; that included
phot ogr aphy, mapping, things of that nature. And we
al so have prepared two visual sinulations which are in
the application, and we're going to talk a little bit
about them |l ater, but they were essentially prepared
along Obed Road to illustrate both the preferred and
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alternate conditions if the line were to be built on
t hose al i gnnents.

Q So we have seen photographs of the project
area in the biological resources testinony and also in
Ms. Innis' testinony, as well as the virtual tour.
Coul d you provide kind of the -- | guess the expert
view of the scenic resources that are in the vicinity
of the project?

A Yes.

Next slide, please.

Yeah. So we're going to talk specifically
about the two topics | nentioned earlier, scenic
quality and viewers. Hopefully, you'll be able to
recall sone of the imagery that was presented in the
virtual route tours that Ms. Innis presented, because |
think it's inportant to reflect back on that, as well
as the photos that we included in Exhibit E.

But as you guys have probably surm sed at
this point, the area is very rural in nature. |It's
characterized largely by grazing activities and
i ndustrial devel opment associated with the Cholla power
pl ant and the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad
corridor. The terrain in this area is relatively flat.
There is sonme topographic relief with sone rock
outcroppings in the area, but generally it's pretty
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flat.

There are nunerous hi gh-voltage transm ssi on
lines that connect into the Cholla plant, and that's
not only com ng fromthe south, but they al so conme from
the north as they make their way up to the Four Corners
area. So the setting itself is very much influenced by
this history, this long history of energy devel opnent
in this area.

Associated with the -- it's not show ng up
too well. But associated with the project area, we've
inventoried four different classifications of
| andscape. Shown in blue is an area that we call ed
Class A, and that is the Little Col orado Ri ver
corridor. And that's probably the nost diverse and
uni que resource in the study area. There are sections
outside the study area that probably are a little nore
pristine. Again, this area of the Colorado River, it's
i nfl uenced because it's right up against the railroad,
there's flood control features there, there's erosion
control features against the railroad, there's quite a
few crossings of the Colorado Ri ver there from existing
transm ssion lines. So we did inventory it and call ed
it a dass A landscape, but it is heavily influenced by
i ndustrial developnent in the area that we're really
f ocused on near the power plant.
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The C ass B | andscapes are these di ssected
pl ateaus that are shown in the green. Let's go back
there, please. So those areas are characterized -- a
little bit nore diversity in soil color. The terrain
there is a little nore diverse. That's the area where
you do see sone rock outcroppings out by the sol ar
plant and to the areas on the western side of the
transm ssion line routes. The areas that are
i nfl uenced by sone drai nages, that's hence the
di ssections of the pl ateaued | andscape there. So
there's little bit nore of a diversity, unique colors
wth the soil and whatnot, and so they were inventoried
as C ass B.

C ass C | andscapes are the area i n between
t he plateaus and the river corridor, and we consi dered
themto be grasslands and | ow and areas. And agai n,
they're relatively flat. There's a higher density of
vegetation in those areas, predom nantly kind of high
desert scrub vegetation. There's not a |ot of
significant trees or anything. It's nostly shrubs and
grasses for the nost part. There are sone trees al ong
t he edges of the Col orado River, but those were
inventoried as Class C.

And then the D areas are devel oped areas. So
that's the areas around the Cholla power plant and the

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 98

areas associated with Joseph City. So you have quite a
bit of devel opnment north of 140 and then sone
devel opnent just to the south of 140.

So that's kind of the scenic quality setting.
And generally speaking, inpacts to the scenic quality
are pretty nodest. Again, the area does not have a
weal t h of uni que or special visual features associ ated
wth it. Again, | would say areas outside of here,
out side of the study area along the Little Col orado
Ri ver, m ght be an exception, but in this case it's
fairly industrialized in this setting. So there are no
protected | andscapes, per se, in this area.

Q What ki nd of viewpoints do you have in the
area?
A Next slide, please.

So this map shows the inventory viewpoints.
And what you're seeing with the different colors on
this map are the di stance zones that are shown fromthe
actual view ng |location. So we have nmjor road
corridors, Obed Road, McLaws, and Territorial Road
here, and 140 here. And then you have three
resi dences, which are all located in the sane ranch
farnstead, just east of Cbed Road. And other than
that, there were no specific fixed viewing |ocations in
the area; there are sone dispersed recreation that may
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occur in the area.

But generally speaking, nmy experience in the
area was that nost people viewing this environnent are
traveling around on Obed Road north/south. And so
people, | think, fromJoseph City use that to travel
south to sone destinations south of here, and then
occasionally from Hol brook and W nsl ow al ong McLaws and
Territorial Road, but | think for the nost part, we
felt Iike Obed Road was really the primary access point
that the public would use to access this area.

Alnmost all of the |lands are fenced off and
gated. Most of the gates are locked. So it's
difficult for the public to go out here and really
access any of the private | ands outsi de those road
corridors.

As | nentioned, we did prepare a coupl e of
vi sual sinulations, and we'll show them next. One of
the viewpoints is |located at the preferred route just
to the north side view ng sout hbound, and the other one
is located a little bit further south of the alternate
route and it is also view ng sout hbound. And we'll
show thema little bit nore specifically.

But, you know, one thing | would say is,
again, inpacts generally to viewers in this area were
pretty nodest. And, you know, the residences
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t hemsel ves, they're | ocated on the opposite side of
three existing transm ssion lines. So we did feel Iike
the inpacts to the residences, even though they're
close to the alternative corridor, they are view ng
across three existing lines to see even the preferred
route. So again, we do have sone residences there, but
we just felt like the inpacts were not significant
because of the presence of existing |lines.

I think -- next slide, please.

Q And this is Slide 31, Sinulation 1. |If you
woul d, pl ease describe this for the Commttee.

A Yeah. So we just talked a little bit about
the |l ocation of these, and | think nowit's easier to
see what | was saying. This is a sinulation that was
conpl eted along the preferred route, and this is
| ocated on Obed Road. You're view ng sout hbound and
you're about a quarter mle or maybe a little |ess,

t housand feet, south of where the transm ssion |ine
route would potentially follow the section |ine.

What you can see here in the background is
sone existing distribution Iines. Sonme of these
connect back towards the Cholla facility. Sone of them
extend out into the project area and serve wells and
the residences that are out there and then al so sone
communi cation facilities that are out in the area. But
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you do have quite a few of these distribution |ines
scattered throughout the study area, including up by
t he power plant.

What you see in the proposed conditions is
the steel lattice structures that we're anticipating
woul d be used in the areas outside the Cholla
substation. The typical span |inks that you see if you
were to neasure the existing lines in these areas are
anywhere froma thousand to 1,500 feet. | estimted an
appr oxi mat e average of about 1,200 feet between spans.
So in this case, you can see one structure would be
| ocated on one side of the road and you'd be able to
cl ean span the road, and the next structure would be
several hundred feet to the east. And again, this is
an area that residents traveling sout hbound from Joseph
Cty would see as they travel ed sout hward.

Q Next, describe Sinmulation 2 on Slide 32.

A All right. So this is about -- maybe about a
mle further south. Again, this is a southbound view.
Al so, you can see, in this particular setting, sone
nore distribution lines. Like |I say, they continue on
all through the study area to get to a nunber of
different facilities that are out in the area.

In this case, as Susan, Ms. Innis, presented
in her testinony, this route would parallel two 345 kV
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lines that conme out of Cholla and they travel all the
way down to the Phoenix nmetro area. So they're pretty
| ong- haul lines, and you can see themhere in this

| ocation. And again, these spans are approxi nately
1,200 feet for these existing |ines.

So if you | ook at the proposed conditions,
we' ve sinul ated that, also showi ng that we would match
t he approxi mate span di stances. And you can see the
new facility a little -- in this case a little bit
closer to the viewer than the existing lines, but you
can see how the lines would match up with that corridor
and match the structure type and, generally speaking,
woul d have m nimal inpact, | think, to the view ng
conditions in this area.

Q Are there any mitigation neasures that can be
used to further mnimze inpacts?
A Next slide, please.

Yes. In fact, it's fairly comon for
projects of this nature to have a range of different
mtigation neasures. Otentines, these are design
nmeasures that are considered when the appellant is
actually designing the facility when they're ordering
mat eri al s.

Otentinmes, in these rural areas one of the
t hi ngs you're concerned about is seeing reflections or
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glare fromthe structures, so oftentines they'll use a
gal vani zed or surface-treated netal finish that dulls
it that helps mnimze the glare. The conductors, or
the wires thensel ves, can al so be surface treated so
that they are essentially nonspecular, is the term
that's used, and that can help reduce glare fromthe
wres as well.

And then as | nentioned in the second
simul ati on, matchi ng of spans, where we have existing
transm ssion line structures and matchi ng the structure
types thensel ves, typically hel ps reduce visual inpact.

And then on the ground, utilizing existing
access roads to mnim ze surface disturbance. And
because this is relatively flat, you don't see as nuch
benefit in this area as you mght in areas with steep
terrain where if you bl ade new roads, you can
oftenti nes see those roads as nuch as the transm ssion
line corridor, especially at distance. But both of
t hese routes do have existing ranchi ng roads and
transm ssion |ine access roads nearby, and so we felt
| i ke both of these routes would be able to take
advant age of the presence of those existing routes and
result in building fewer new roads to construct the
line and operate and maintain it. So we feel |ike
that's a benefit to this project, and fairly typi cal
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i ndustry standard things that can be done to reduce

I mpact s.

CHW. CHENAL: M. Sinpson, your | ast point
about roads, using existing roads -- obviously, the
applicant would do that -- but were there nore access

roads, existing access roads, for the preferred route
or the alternative route?

MR, SIMPSON: They're very simlar. Wat |
woul d say is you have roads that are alnost the entire
| ength of both routes; and dependi ng upon where you
physically site the roads, you could be either fairly
close to the road or just a few hundred feet away.

About the only exception where we don't have
roads is the crossing of the Little Col orado Ri ver, for
obvi ous reasons. But, you know, again, | believe with
spanning that, you'll also be able to reduce inpact to
the actual river corridor itself.

So | feel like they're fairly simlar. The
roads for the preferred route are ranchi ng access roads
and they follow along the section lines and they go out
to sone of the ranching infrastructure that's out
there. The road on the existing -- or, the preferred
route is largely a result of the access road for the
existing transm ssion line to perform nmai ntenance and
it was used during construction.
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CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NCLAND: Thank you.

M. Sinpson, you haven't nmentioned the little
pond, | ake, body of water to the east of the Cholla
plant. 1Is that used in the plant itself, or what is
t hat water, body of water?

MR, SIMPSON: Typically ponds |like that are
ei ther nmakeup water, so it's used for cooling, or it's
used to di scharge water that has al ready been used for
cooling purposes. | don't knowif I can tell you for
sure which is which in this area, but | also know that
there is a well field out in our study area where |
believe water is punped. And | don't know if that's
only secondary use, but | would say, you know, it's one
of the -- one of the two. And perhaps APS coul d give
you a better answer. But it's usually nakeup water or
di scharge water.

MEMBER NOLAND: So a nanmade water structure?

MR, SI MPSON:  Yes.

MEMBER NCLAND: Thank you.

MEMBER DRAGO M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Drago.

MEMBER DRAGO M. Sinpson, thank you. |[|'ve
got a question on Slide 29 with the Cassifications A
through D. Just for ny own understanding, is that a
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ref erence docunent that you use that defined those

cl asses, and then you took the features of your
proposed project area and then found those features to
be classified under A, B, C, or D? |Is that -- can you
tell me alittle bit how that works?

MR. SI MPSON: Sone of those details are
presented in the application, but that classification
systemis a derivative of the guidelines that the
Forest Service and Bureau of Land Managenent use. So
in order to delineate those units, this was sonet hi ng
that we -- typically, we'll use either aerial
phot ogr aphy and topo maps and we'l|l map t hem out
ourselves to kind of delineate distinctive units, and
then when we go out in the field we'll confirmthose
units.

So in this case, these units were based on ny
interpretation of a map, aerial inmageries, and field
wor k that was conducted to kind of delineate these
zones. And so you look at things |like vegetation type,
soil pattern, soil colors, |and patterns, rock
outcroppings. And so it's not a perfect science, but
you're kind of trying to characterize the area into
zones so you can determne if there's different |evels
of nodification in each of those zones; therefore,
what's the | evel of i1 npact.
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MEMBER DRAGO  Gotcha. Thank you

CHWN. CHENAL: Menber Ri ggins.

MEMBER RIGE NS: M. Sinpson, and maybe this
is nore of a |land use question for the next testinony,
but with respect to, as you stated in your testinony,
the distribution Iines that are supplying power to
wells, and | know there are several exenpt and
nonexenpt wells wthin the proposed solar facility
area, is there any plan to incorporate those into the
solar facility or is there any sort of plan as far
as -- if they're going to be abandoned, what is -- is
there any sort of plan as far as mtigating the inpact
to those wells, or are they going to be incorporated
into the solar facility?

MR SIMPSON: Yeah. | think Ms. Innis m ght
be better suited to answer that. | do know, spending
sonme tine in the area, nost of the |lines could be
avoided, | think, fromthe project standpoint. Perhaps
the solar facility itself nay have to try to
accommodate a couple of the lines that serve sonme wells
out there. But | don't believe, you know, from ny
per spective, having spent quite a bit of tinme in the
field, that we would directly inpact any of those |ines
Wwth this -- with the proposed structures thensel ves.

MEMBER RIGA NS: And the well field that you
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mentioned wth respect to the retenti on ponds at
Cholla, is that in the study area -- or, in the
proposed sol ar area or just the study area in general ?
MR, SIMPSON:. Yeah, on -- | forget the
exhi bit of fhand, but one of the | and use exhibits, |
believe it mght be A-2 or 3, actually shows that
network of wells. And so again, | got that information
partly froml ooking at the aerial imagery and then
doing a little bit of research on ny own and then
confirm ng sone of those |ocations out in the field.
But yeah, they're -- and | also believe there are sone
wells, |like you say, that aren't used out there, but
there's probably a well shaft or a well head that m ght
be even buried out there, but the shaft itself m ght
still exist. | know, driving around with a rancher, he
poi nted out a lot of thenm sone of them | couldn't tell
there was a well there.
MEMBER RI GG NS: Ckay, thank you.
BY MR ACKEN:

Q M. Sinpson, to finish up your testinony, why
don't you provide your concl usions regarding the
project's potential effects on visual resources and
sceni c resources that's shown on Slide 34.

A Yeah, a couple of key points. Again, with
our evaluation, and one thing that | think is really
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inmportant, is this is a relatively short, direct

transm ssion |ine connection fromthe solar facility

into the Cholla substation. [If you | ook at the size of
this generation facility, | think you get a | ot of
nmegawatts for a relatively short line, and so | think

the strategic siting of the solar plant here hel ps
reduce the overall footprint of this transm ssion
pr oj ect .
As | nentioned, there are a nunber of
hi gh-voltage |lines, just the nature of this area, the
hi story of the area, both along the railroad tracks, as
well as comng in and out of the Cholla substation.
And then sone of the ranching features, you know, it's
not uncommon to find energy infrastructure al nost all
t hroughout the project study area of different sizes.
The conformance with the Navaj o County
conpr ehensi ve pl an, and specifically the Aztec area
plan, is also in line. Again, there were no real
specific protections that they had in place for this
project area. Mst of their guidelines were, you know,
nore for devel oped resources that just sinply don't
exi st out here. They also do talk about this area as
bei ng conpati bl e and desirable for renewabl e energy
devel opnent. So again, | feel like in general it
conforms to the plan and is the right place for a
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facility like this.

Overall inpacts to scenic resources would not
be considered significant. Both the preferred and
alternate routes are conpatible with scenic and vi sual
resources. And again, | feel like this is very
conpati bl e conpared to other projects that |I've worked
on where the Siting Conmttee has revi ewed and approved
those projects as well. | think it's very commensurate
wth the prior work and recommendati ons we' ve nade.

CHWN. CHENAL: Are there any -- | probably
shoul d have asked this of the previous wtness, but to
your know edge, M. Sinpson, are there any restrictions
on placenent of the poles or the structures across the
little Col orado?

MR SIMPSON: | don't believe there would be,
but the goal would be to be far enough, | think, from
t he edges of the river bank so that you have
appropriate stability and easy access for long-term
mai nt enance and whatnot, and | think that hel ps. And
again, that's one of the benefits, | think, to the
preferred route, is it's little easier, in ny opinion,
to get across the river there. Were that crosses,
it's a shorter crossing, so it nmakes spanning it and
getting across it alittle easier.

But froma visual standpoint, you cone into
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an area where you already have existing lines. That's
the point at which you have a lot of lines. So we
would try to, you know, cross the river, | think, in a
simlar fashion that's already out there; therefore,
hopefully m nim zing the visual inpact.

CHW. CHENAL: Right. | was nore thinking if
it was a floodplain or if it was a flood zone area or
whet her there were sone, | don't know, restrictions on
where structures coul d be pl aced.

MR, SIMPSON: The river channel would present
t he bi ggest challenge. You wouldn't want to be in
there. | nean, that river can nove a | ot of water.

And the prior wtness -- during high periods of runoff,
it can nove a lot of water. So you just want to be far
enough back.

More than |likely you' re going to probably be
somewhere in that floodplain, because you can kind of
see the patterns out there, and |I think the fl oodpl ain
is fairly broad historically. So I do think you're
going to probably be on the edges of the fl oodplain
itself, but not in the channel, which | think is the
real issue.

CHW. CHENAL: Any -- well, I"'mnot sure if
you're finished. W had a series of questions for
M. Sinpson. |I'mnot sure you're finished with him
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M. Acken.
MR. ACKEN: Thank you, M. Chairnman.
BY MR ACKEN:
Q I do believe that conpletes your testinony,
unl ess you have any other final coment?
A That's it. Thank you.

MR. ACKEN: Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: Do any of the other -- any
menbers have any questions, the ones appearing via
Zoont?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Are we going to get an
opportunity to question the APS w t ness?

CHW. CHENAL: |[|I'msorry. \Wich wtness,
Menber Haeni chen?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:. APS, Li nda.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, | think we're going to
need to hear fromAPS. | know | have sone questi ons,
and | think you still do, and I think it would be very
hel pf ul .

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: But that's not now, is
t hat what you're sayi ng?

CHW. CHENAL: Well, it wll be tonorrow

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay.
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CHWN. CHENAL: Because the applicant has one
nore witness this evening. So there wll be -- there
w |l be an opportunity tonorrow.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah, that's fine.

And al so, then, | would like the opportunity
to just put in the record questions for Ms. Innis so
that she can know what she has to dig up tonight. So I
guess I'minterested in -- on your existing
200- nregawatt farm solar PV farm what percentage of
t he output energy is pure 60-hertz and what percentages
are in the harnonics? And then do you envi sion any
changes in those nunbers with the new facility, for
exanpl e, i nprovenents in inverters and that kind of
stuff?

MR. ACKEN: Chairman Chenal, Menber
Haeni chen, our thought was -- would be to get through
our direct, give APS the opportunity to respond to sone
of the questions, and then Ms. Innis can cone back,
have tinme to do sone honework, and be in a position to
answer your questi ons.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. | just wanted to be
sure that she has enough information on ny questions to
get the right answers.

MR. ACKEN:. And we thank you for that.

And, M. Chairman, if | could, if | could
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just ask ny witness if that's clear to her or if she
needs any further clarity at this tine as to the
questi ons.

Ckay. We may bring in a subject matter
expert to answer those questions.

CHWN. CHENAL: And, you know, that woul d be
fine.

MR. ACKEN: Ckay.

CHW. CHENAL: That would be fine, because |
think we'd like to hear the testinmony. And | knowit's
alittle out of order, but there won't be an objection;
and if there was, |1'd overrule it and we coul d hear the
expert.

And | want to just foreshadow to APS. |
think there's sone questions that Menber Haeni chen has
and I'd like to get a little nore background on, |
guess. \What's going to happen to the power when it
cones into the substation? And why are there 365 kV
and 500 kV lines? Ws that power all generated at
Cholla? And as it's deconm ssioned, where is this
power -- because this is going to basically suppl ant
the Cholla power, where is this power going to go and
what lines are going to be used? And if you're not
going to use the 345 kV and the 500, well, wll sone of
the lines be decomm ssioned? So | think this general
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background w Il be very hel pful to ne.

And | also feel -- and it's just ne. | know
Ms. Innis covered CEC-2, but it just seens, as |I'm
sitting here now, | have a much better feel for CEC 1
than I do for CEGC-2. And that's just probably ne, but
| just -- maybe | need to hear a little nore or see a
little nore; | don't know. CEC-2 is still not fixed in
ny head. And maybe there's not nuch that needs to be
di scussed, if anything, really, but I"'mjust alittle
-- | guess I'ma little unclear as to what happens when
we get to the change in ownership and then naybe hear a
little testinony about what -- like | said, what
happens to the power at that point and maybe a little
nore expl anation from APS woul d be hel pful for ne.

MS. BENALLY: Chairman Chenal, we do have
Brad Larsen, as | nmentioned this norning, available to
testify tonorrow as the Commttee w shes, and he w ||
be speaking nore specifically to CEC-2, the facilities
associ ated with that.

We had also filed a supplenental w tness
summary, because there are sone areas that require
speci ali zed knowl edge since this is an interconnection.
So we had added Jason Spitzkoff as a potential w tness,
so he nmay al so be joining tonorrow.

The teamw Il have to neet this evening, but
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we w Il have Brad Larsen testify tonorrow to be
responsive to the Chair and the Commttee's questions.

CHWN. CHENAL: Very good. Thank you.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Fol | owi ng that testinony
you just made, just to give you a heads up about what |
need to know tonorrow. One is, does APS have any route
pref erence between the two? That's one thing I'd I|ike
to know.

And the other thing is, in the |ong haul,

i ke 2025, you're going to be replacing a 24/7 pure

60- hertz sine wave power source with an intermittent
power source that has harnonics associated with it, and
| want to know how APS feels about that in terns of
servicing their customers, existing custonmers, for the
energy from Chol | a.

MS. BENALLY: That's noted, Conmittee Menber
Haeni chen.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thanks. Thank you very nuch
And Ms. Benally, | know the other -- M. Acken here is
very famliar with it, but this is really typical of
our cases where we try to tel egraph, during the course
of the hearing, that there's certain things we'd |like
to hear so there's no surprises at the end and we can
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gi ve you an adequate opportunity to |line your w tnesses
up. So we kind of do it out of respect for you so
you're not surprised.

M. Acken, is there anything further from
M. Sinpson?

MR. ACKEN: Not at this tine. Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, M. Si npson.

MR, SI MPSON:  Thank you.

CHW. CHENAL: | note that it's 5:00, but we
don't have the public hearing until 6:00. | know we
want sone sort of a break.

MEMBER NCLAND: Yeah, a break before the
public --

CHWN. CHENAL: Onh, absolutely. But | guess
t he question is: There's another wi tness that we woul d
like to present. Do we want to hear that this evening
or defer until tonorrow norning?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Were they going to provide
di nner toni ght or not?

CHW. CHENAL: | don't think so tonight.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Onh, | thought | heard that

earlier.
CHW. CHENAL: | don't think so.
MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Ckay.
MEMBER NOLAND: There's the thing at the
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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hotel. | don't know what they're doing for sure.

CHWN. CHENAL: The applicant is not providing
dinner. | think that was --

MR, ACKEN. W are for toni ght because of the
public coment session. And there is dinner out here
for the Conm ttee Menbers.

CHW. CHENAL: Oh, I'mstory.

MR. ACKEN: That was ny m st ake.

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you for that
clarification.

Vell, do we want to break now? | think we'll
have plenty of tine tonorrow. But if you would like to
go further with this witness -- because we're going to
start at 6:00, and I'mnot sure there's going to be
much public comment tonight at 6:00.

How | ong do you think this witness wll take,
M. Acken?

MR. ACKEN:. M. Chairman, there's only a
handful of slides. He is covering two resources, but
the cultural resource in particular is very
straightforward, and | and use there's a couple
questions. | think that his testinony shouldn't | ast
| onger than M. Sinpson's did, so a half hour with
questions if you want to grind through it.

CHW. CHENAL: Well, I'"'mgoing to ask the
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Commttee. | could go either way.

My sense tonorrowis | don't want to run out
of witnesses at noon or 1:00 and feel pressure to start
going into deliberations. 1'd rather do the
del i berati ons Wednesday norning. And so, you know, |
don't want to have a |lot of dead tine tonorrow. So

that's suggesting to ne we defer your next witness to

t onorr ow.
MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Yes.
MEMBER RI G4d NS: | agree.
CHW. CHENAL: So let's call it an evening.
| think that's good. Let's call it an evening and give

the Commttee an opportunity to have dinner, if they
want it now, and we'll start up at 9:00 tonorrow. And
| think we'll have plenty of tine to go through the
W tnesses, and I'mthinking we're going to then do the
del i berations -- start fresh Wdnesday nor ni ng.

Menber Haeni chen.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: But we're still going to
have the evening session at 6:00 for the public?

CHWMN. CHENAL: Yes, sir.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Is it going to be in this

roontf?
CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, sir.
MEMBER HAENI CHEN: And they're going to know
COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
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where to cone and so on?

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes. And also, the applicant
has set it up so that public comment could be taken by
Zoom So peopl e could appear by Zoom as well to nake
it easier on them So we coul d have sone of each.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Good.

CHWN. CHENAL: Anything further we need to
tal k about before we adjourn for the eveni ng?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Any of the Menbers that are
appeari ng by Zoom have anything further to add?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: If not, we'll adjourn. See
everyone tonorrow at 9:00, and this evening at 6:00.

(Of the record from5:03 ppm to 6:09 p.m)

CHW. CHENAL: This is the tine set for -- a
few mnutes late. Sorry for the delay. 1It's technical
matters with the COvVID, but we're doing the best we can
to accompdat e public comment for the Hashknife Energy
transm ssion project. And we al ways take public
comment .

My nane is Tom Chenal. |1'mthe Chair of the
Line Siting Commttee. W have the full conpl enent of
Commttee Menbers here. W heard testinony starting at
alittle after 1:00 this afternoon, and we val ue the
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public comment on all our projects.

Sone of our Commttee Menbers are in person
and sone are attending via Zoom And so we made sure,
wth the applicant, that the public would have the
ability to do the sane, either appear in person or
appear via Zoom or even phone.

So with that, what we want to hear from you
IS your position on the project. W try to keep public
comment to no nore than 5 m nutes per person. And if
sonmeone has stated ahead of you basically your
position, you can basically just sunmari ze your
position. |It's not evidence, but we rely on it. It
hel ps informus, it helps us to ask questions and
direct the hearing, so we value the public conmrent.

So with that, | know we're doing this with
peopl e who are appearing by Zoom at |east | believe
there's three or four people, maybe a few nore could
attend. But we're trying to get your contact
information so if in the future if a CEC, Certificate
of Environnental Conpatibility, is granted by our
Committee and it's approved by the Corporation
Conmmi ssion, if the applicant later cones in and tries
to anend it or extend it in some fashion, you'll be
notified so you have an opportunity to appear at that
hearing. So that's why we capture your contact
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i nf or mati on.

So wth having said that, maybe we -- in no
particular order, Ms. Innis, if you would direct which
of the parties can begin their public coment.

M5. INNIS: Yeah, | just want to nake sure.
We had a nunber of people on the |Iine when we started
this at 6:00, so | just want to doubl e-check. | think
we | ogged in Steve Brophy from Aztec Land & Cattle.

Steve, are you there?

(No response.)

M5. INNIS: Can we unnute Steve?

MR, BROPHY: [|I'msorry. | was struggling to
unmute nyself, but | am here, Susan.

M5. INNIS: Thank you, Steve. Hang tight.

Do we have any other nenbers of the public
who wi sh to coment ?

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: Are there any nenbers of the
public who w sh to make comment in addition to
M. Brophy who are on nute and they can't tell us that
they want to communi cate, | guess that's the issue.

So if I could ask the technical crew, who are
excellent, to nake sure that the nenbers of the public
are unmuted. |I'magetting the thunbs up. So if there's
any nenber of the public besides M. Brophy who woul d
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li ke to speak, we'll hear M. Brophy and then just
announce yourself after M. Brophy's coments and we'l |

hear your comment.

So M. Brophy, | know you and | have worked
with each other in the past on the power plant -- on
the APA. It's nice to hear fromyou again. So if

you'd like to give us your coments, we'd al
appreci ate hearing fromyou.

MR. BROPHY: Thank you, M. Chairnman, and
Menbers of the Comm ssion. Can | be heard?

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes.

MR. BROPHY: Thank you. | run Aztec Land &
Cattl e conpany on whose property a majority of this
sol ar project, which is seeking your approval for
transm ssi on access to Cholla, is located. So I'm sure
you will, but weigh ny comrents, which | intend to be
truthful and sincere, in light of our interests, and
our interests are Aztec's, that we fundanental ly
support this transm ssion |line access application for a
coupl e of reasons.

CGbvi ous, one, it provides a much hi gher use
to our land than is presently being enpl oyed, which is
grazing. But also, it makes use of a nunber of natural
resources in changing tines. One of them obviously,

t he sun, coupled wth whatever |nvenergy's technol ogy
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But a far greater one, froml think a | oca
and a state standpoint, is the fact that -- and ny
nunbers are woefully inprecise, but there has to be
billions and billions and billions of dollars of
transm ssion assets that cross our property because of
the Cholla power plant fromwhere this -- whose
switchyard this transm ssion access is intended to
connect to, which, given just the price of
coal - generated power alone, not to nention all the
ot her environnental restrictions that have either been
brought on by or i1inposed on coal, those assets from
both Cholla -- or, Cholla, but other coal generators,
are going to not be able to be used absent ot her
generation. And the only generation foreseeable, to ne
anyway, i s renewabl e generati on.

Qur property was enornously affected by the
Chol |l a power plant. APS put a well field on our
property with our consent, and there are two 345 kV
power |ines and two 500 kV power |ines that cross our
property and service the Cholla power plant and
i nterconnecti on needs of the system So we've already
ei ther been paid or paid the price, dependi ng upon how
you look at it, for this crisscross of power |ines
comng in -- comng into the Cholla swtch and goi ng
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out of it, and that grand central station sort of set
of tracks has enornous value for their generation.

As | understand it, |Invenergy has applied for
two paths into the Cholla switch. | have no idea what
your nmechanism for evaluating that is or if it's choose
one or the other or both, but I can tell you that there
wll be this and future applications for transm ssion
access to the Cholla swtch to take advantage of the
billions and billions of dollars' worth of transm ssion
assets that cone out of there and serve, anpbng ot her
pl aces, the Phoeni x | oad center.

So we support it. W don't think that
there's any adverse -- specific adverse environnental
danage by adding two or nore sets of tracks to the
grand central station group of tracks that conmes in
there and goes out. | can't speak for the county or
t he ot her people in Navajo County, but | can tell you
that there are distinct and deci ded and noti ced
property tax advantages to sonething like this.

One of -- this particular project, not the
transm ssion lines, but the project, wll affect one of
our grazing |l essees, who's a |l egacy rancher, a
wonderful famly of a hundred-plus years' tenure as
| essees on our land, and I'mcertain they're not in
favor of it. And they've registered that opposition in

COASH & COASH, | NC. 602- 258- 1440
wwWwW. coashandcoash. com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N L O

LS CASE NO. 187 VOLUME | 11/ 16/ 2020 126

zoning actions that the County has taken w th approval.

But beyond that, | think it is highly
beneficial -- again, | can't speak for the County --
but for Navaj o County and its peopl e.

In addition to that, all of this activity,
except for a section, that is proposed which would
service that generation -- or, the transm ssion, is on
our |and, and we are by and | arge our own buffer. And
| say by and large. There's State |and there and
there's also |and that belongs to Arizona Public
Service, which will be affected one way or another by
this.

It's a |l ong way of saying we support the

pr oj ect .

MEMBER NCLAND: M. Chairman.

CHWN. CHENAL: Yes, Menber Nol and.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Brophy, this is Commttee
Menmber Noland. |1'ma Navajo County resident. And I

want to know, do you have any preference between the
preferred route and the alternate route?

MR, BROPHY: Ms. Nol and, given this project,
and dependi ng upon denand for renewables, | don't, but
| do express the preference that both routes, either
now or in the future, wll be in front of you for
consi derati on, because this isn't the only project that
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| believe will be built in service to the generation
needs in the future that renewabl es are going to have
to provide. And both those routes go across our | and,
and we' ve made room for themin our planning, and we
hope that the Comm ssion recognizes that, to use that
crude exanple, you're going to need nore than one train
track going into grand central station in the com ng
years.

MEMBER NOLAND: M. Brophy, one other thing.
We that |live in Navajo County have been aware of the
closure plans for the Cholla plant. And | wonder if
you see this as a first step in helping wwth the
downsi de of those closures and having an upside to
using the lines and generating cl ean energy?

MR BROPHY: Well, it's sort of patronizing
of me to say yes, but | say not only yes, but hell yes,
wth a couple of -- pardon ny | anguage -- a coupl e of
qualifiers.

This won't replace the loss in jobs that
Navaj o County is going to experience. It will replace,
if built, sonme significant -- not significant, but
certainly inportant portion of |ost property taxes.

But | also say, looking at it nore broadly
than Navajo County, the state of Arizona has this
enornously val uabl e transm ssion asset that's sitting
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there that has 3,000 negawatts' worth of future
capacity, much of which won't be used. |It's incunbent
on the stewards of that transm ssion resource to do al
that is reasonabl e and proper and safe and correct to
occupy that transm ssion resource with a future
generation so that it is not, to m x netaphors, an
electrical freeway to nowhere.

MEMBER NCLAND: Thank you.

CHWN. CHENAL: Any other questions fromthe
Conmmi ttee?

(No response.)

CHWN. CHENAL: Thank you, M. Brophy.
Appr eci ate your comments very much.

MR. BROPHY: Thank you, sir.

CHW. CHENAL: Do any other nmenbers of the
public wi sh to provide public comment tonight? |If so,
just pl ease announce your nane.

(No response.)

CHW. CHENAL: |'m not hearing any, so --
goi ng once, going twice. GCkay. | think -- there's no
one here present live, so | think we'll close the

public comrent portion of the hearing this evening. W

w il resune the hearing tonorrow norning at 9:00 a. m
And does the Commttee have -- any further

questions or comments fromthe Commttee before we
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adjourn to tonorrow?
(No response.)
CHWN. CHENAL: Does the applicant or the
have any comments, matters we shoul d
MR. ACKEN: No, M. Chairnman. Thank you.
CHWN. CHENAL: Ckay. Well, let's adjourn for

t he evening. Again, thank you for your conmments,

M. Brophy, and we'll see everyone tonorrow at

9: 00 a. m

COASH &

Thank you.

(The hearing recessed at 6:24 p.m)
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