
The Ohio Power Siting Board: Overview and 
Key Requirements

Sloopy Solar Energy Center

What is the OPSB?

Decommissioning 
Requirements 

Grading and Vegetation 
Management Requirements 

The Ohio Power Siting Board (OPSB) supports “sound 
energy policies that provide for the installation of energy 
capacity and transmission infrastructure for the benefit 
of the Ohio citizens, promoting the state’s economic 
interests, and protecting the environment and land use.” 
The OPSB must provide a certificate of environmental 
compatibility and public need for all major utility facilities, 
including Sloopy Solar.  

In addition to the seven voting members of the OPSB, 
two voting ad hoc members will be included regarding 
the approval or disapproval for an application for a utility 
facility certificate for Sloopy Solar. The ad hoc members 
include the chairperson of the Harmony Township Board 
of Township Trustees  and the president of the Clark 
County Board of County Commissioners, ensuring local 
voices are heard throughout the approval process.   

The OPSB has strict requirements for decommissioning 
that ensures all major utility projects have a plan for the 
facility’s end of life. 

“At least 60 days prior to construction, applicant 
must submit a decommissioning plan, prepared 
by a registered engineer, to the OPSB for review. 
The plan must include parties responsible for 
decommissioning, schedule of decommissioning 
activities and an estimate of decommissioning costs, 
which must be recalculated every five years. (R.C. 
4906.21(B) and 4906.211)” 

“The applicant must post a performance bond to 
ensure funds are available for decommissioning 
and must be adjusted every five years. The bond 
shall never decrease even if the estimated costs 
decrease. (R.C. 4906.22 and 4906.222)” 

Source: https://opsb.ohio.gov/news/sb52     

The Sloopy Solar Energy Center will follow all OPSB 
requirements, including rules that protect soil and the 
minimize the impact to the surrounding land. 

“Over the last year, OPSB has included, as a 
condition, the development of a comprehensive 
Agricultural Protection Plan (APP) designed to 
minimize impacts to agricultural land use during 
the construction, operation, maintenance, and 
decommissioning. In part, the APP must implement 
a soil testing process to establish the baseline 
preconstruction soil conditions and to require the 
restoration of the site to these baseline conditions. 
Grading under the APP must be limited, with a goal 
of limiting grading to 5% of the project area, with a 
firm limit of 20%. The APP requirements also include 
a number of topsoil management best practices for 
areas in which there is disturbance.” 

Source: https://www.brickergraydon.com/insights/
publications/ohio-utility-scale-solar-a-recap-of-2023-
and-looking-ahead-to-2024


