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You can attract different 

bird species by choosing the 

hole size and mounting of the 
birdhouse.

Chickadee Ø 11/8 4 to 15 feet

Species Hole
Height

Bluebird Ø 1½ 4 to 6 feet
Finch

Ø 2 8 to 12 feet
Nuthatch Ø 1 5 to 15 feet
Swallow Ø 1½ 5 to 15 feet
Wren

Ø 1¼ 5 to 10 feet

4 feet of 16 × 5 ×

1 by 6 board 1½" galvanized
common nails

#8 x 1½" 
round-head screws(¾ × 5½ × 48)

(to match screws)

Handsaw Safety Goggles

Tape Measure

HammerDrill Screwdriver

Forstner Bit

Speed Square

¼" and 3/16" Drill bitsSanding Block

C-ClampPencil

Sandpaper

Workbench

Birdhouse

Materials Needed

Tools Needed



Sand all 
parts. 

Sand a big 
radius on the top 

edge of the door. This is 
needed to allow the door 

to open.
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Remember:
Wear your 
safety goggles 

when using a drill.

Note:
Each nail 
is placed 3/8" in 
from the edge of 
the board and 1" 
in from the end. 3/8
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Important:
Do not nail 
the roof to 
the door.

C
on

gratulationsyou've
made a

bird house!
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Drive a screw 
through the 
upper 3/16" pivot 
hole in the front and 
into the door. Do the 

same through the 
back. Do not 
tighten the screws 
too much, or you 

will not be able 
to open the 
door to clean 

the birdhouse.

Clamp the board to your 
workbench so that the handsaw 

will not hit the workbench. 
Cut along the line.

Mark the 
location of 

the four drain 
holes in the floor 
and the two vent 
holes in side and 
door.

Drill ¼" holes through the 
floor, side and door at all 

eight marked locations.

Sand 
the edges of 
all pieces

Refer 
to the 

clipboard on 
the other page for 
the entrance hole 

size.

Mark its 
location on 

the front.  
Drill the 

entrance 
hole through 

the front.

Use the 
square to 

extend the 
line across 

to the board.

With the 
last two 

screws, fasten 
the birdhouse to a 

post or wall.
Refer to the 

clipboard on the 
other page for the 
mounting height.

Place the door 
between the front and 

the back. Align the door with 
the front and the back 

edges so that the top of 
the door is 1/8" 

below the top 
of the 
front.

Mark 
a line 

across the back, 
1" up from the 

bottom. Place the back 
against the side and the floor so that 

the floor just hides the line. Nail 
the back to the side and to the 

floor (two nails each).

Place 
the front 

over the left 
side and floor. 

Make sure that the 
entrance hole is away 

from the floor. Nail the front to 
the side and to the floor (two 

nails each). 

Nail the 
back to 

the roof.

Drive a 
screw through 
the lower 3/16" hole 
in the front and into 

the door to keep it closed.

Place the 
roof over the 

open end. Nail 
the roof to the 

front and side. 
Test the door 
to make sure it 

opens.

1"

Starting 
from one end 

of the board, 
mark the length 

of the back (11").

Nail 
the side 

to the floor.

Repeat 
steps 1 to 3 for 
the roof, front, 

side and door (all 
8") and the floor 

(4").

making the parts

Birdhouse

All measurements
are in inches.

assembly

sta
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Mark the location 

of the mounting holes, 
the side pivot holes and 

the lock hole in 
the front and back pieces. 

Drill 3/16" holes in all 
five locations.
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